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5 5 8 5 Spesebes Kess -&c. for upwards of Twenty Years pan: 1 
s alſo the various Speeches in Parliament onthoſe Sab 
jects; with Mr. 8 Speech of May 18, 1782. Ws 


4 ee e int is clear to me Ai 


1 raters in the kingdom. It was alſo) the opinion of many rape 
characters now no more; _ particularly of one, of whom every. 


That perſon (the Earl of Chatham) was not apt to indu 
e and chimerical ſpeculations, inconſiſtent with practice a 3 
i ency. I perſonally, know that it Was the opinipn of this perſon,” 


|: + more ſolid and equal repreſentation 0 the people, by which. che. Pro- 
1 ; - "tg per nd — 6 ſhoul be revived, this nation, with  _ 
| |. -* the beſt capacities for grandeur and happineſs of any on the fes 


. \#» | 
e 3 were lolt in the e of the people!” 
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in opinion from the advice of ſome of the firſt and greateſt cha- Ef 


4 member of this Houſe can £ * wich more r 2 7 | | | 
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. 4 b e, 3o iel of a ni n eg y . 
| Ir has almoſt univerfally been, reed; that Britain s endowedby, - 
ture with every. requilite, to ufer [its. inhabitents s peculiaclys 
THE _ people: the fertility. of its {oil almoſt inſures them abundanee 3 
the mildneſs of the climate renders it ſalubrious and delightful;? 
Vpilſt its inſular fityation produces à continual increaſe of, wealth, 
nd defends them from the attacks of rival nation. 
ur poets deſcribe Britain as the męſt highly favouredi of all ſub- 
lunary abodes; and qur more ſaber hiſtorians and politicians deſcribs 
1 relources as inexhapRtible, and its wealth and proſperity as unequial- 
Jed by any other nation of the world. Queen of Iſles4; Miſtreſs 
of the World! how can thy children. fail to be the moſt bleſſed of 
| mankind ? To, them, diſtreſs and poverty muſt be entirely unknown > ' 
evexy one mult. enjoy a fair proportion of thoſe, comfonts, which are 
the produce of his Iabours; every youth muſt be well informed in 
the duties he owes to himſelf and his neighbour; and ever d 
citizen, who has expended his years in, conſtant toil, be ſecured; by 


#8 n honorable provifion, from the. infult of 3 ſranty eleemoſynary 
4 upport. But, alas the paar, ve an. of Eugliſhmen but little re- 
2 1 ſembles ſo pleakng a painting. Whilſt one&:claſs.reyels!inall-the luxs 


uries of life, millions of another claſs, neglectd from their / birth, are 
8 allowed to degenerate to a ſtate hut little above, bratatity/itſe}f. The 
Children of the poor are trained, in the ſame: paths of ignorance and 
5 Lice which have been trod by their wretched. parents. Cruel neg⸗ 
le&, or a diabolica], policy, devotes, them to a vile and abject ate, 
in which they become the ready Haves of their wealthy tyrants. Cun+ 
ning has taught, theſe, that the ignorance of the common people pre: 
* | vents their reflefting on their real importance in ſociety z and chat, 
. by a Draconian ſyſtem of laws, their criminal indulgencies may he re- 
 Nrrained from paſhng farther than the detgres neceſſary tg theig degras 
datiqn. Innumerable , privileges, of the zich neceſſarily attract ta 
their hoards the wealth of their cquntry, whilſt the hands of the 6 
are employed to heap them up. Unahle to taſte the, bread Which 
their own hands have ſow ey behold their oppreflors rioting in 
17 2 | 24 xhauſtible funds of unmerited 
| : 2 exorbitant ſalaries, ſnecure places, loans, jobs, and contracts. 
For Corruption and extravagance mult naturally keep pace wil. 
+ 250M pyvlic poverty a d wretchedneſs.”. 
I To point out t 


over the poor is not di cult. It proceeds frgm the machinations.of 
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4 oa? by the rich alone; where the poor have had no voice, and from 
the edi 


fi 
& qoyee eee pd the long duration of, Parliaments; deſtroy 


independent of the people; procure certain majorities in favous . ' 
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To obtain a ſubſtantial reform im Parliament, by which the people 
1 ſſeſs that influence in the legiſlature of the nation, which, a 
1 | "cording to the 'principles of our conſtitution, is their due, and 
thereby procure the el of dhe numerous evils under 2515 ap 
the nation groan,” has been 'repeatedly 'attempted within theſe Kel , 
twenty years,” Numerous aſſociations ave: been held, and vari 
petitions have for this purpoſe been preſented. | Men of real pa- 

|. triotiſm have endeavoured to promote a reformation with à zeal 
which muſt ever endear them to their countrymen ; and the cre: 

_ tures of ambition and corruption have manife ed the appearance of 
the geneltencſinſsi the ſame canſe, by which they have ſnatched 
u tem popularity, juſt ſufßeient to enable them to ſtep into e 
eat o der, to inſult and oppref, thoſe they had fo ſucceſsfull) 
deluded. Thete hardly is to be Be found a man in the preſent tyrannic 

- adminiſtration, who has not at à convenient time played off the farce . 
.of a pretended detſaion of what he has termed t and WES - 


ſentation,” 

* nce the may be again and again mes the 
ent ad ond. hy os who, peta 2 own cue, may ſtart fo JA as 
the champions of freedom, i it is well they ſhould ſee the language of + 
his Grace the Duke of Richmond, and the ſpirit of thoſe aſſociations 
' which have been dire&ed by the councils of his Grace of Richmond, 
his G ce the Duke of Fer 7 the Right Honorable William 

Pitt. preſent collection will fe what were once the avowed 

opinions of thoſe, under whoſe directions honeſt men have been put 

ts the bar of the Old Bailey, for endeavouring to obtain à conſtitu- 
tional reform in the Commons? Houſe of Parliament, The reader will 
. that the preſent wo, ne perſecutors of every friend © 

iberty and Reform were onc embers of A CORRESPONDI) 

SOCIETY, nd were aſſociated with thoſe who not only reſol ved to 
form A GRAND 1 = VENTION, but who cs . 

recommended every livufck — 2 himſelf with pro 
ARMS, ſuch as MUSKET ant ONET. and to be xzady per 

x17 in the uſe of them, i in 1'caſe As of 5 invaſion. 'of our TR 
and LIBERTIES. ; | | 

When a Houſe of Common hege dn gt 

s ill be apt to aſk ſuch queſtions n a Parliament f 21 
« with delinquenl will ever call themſelves to an account, or What 
« account would be given if if they WT Wutzttzx an aſſembly of 
| « public robbers will ſentence one ano be puniſhed or to make 
: _ reſtitution? WirzTzxzR it is poſſible 1 * grievances can be re- 
4 dreſſed, which wo committed by perſons Froin whom there is no 
3 power to to appeal? Wurz there is any hope of juſtice 
ere the malefath ors are the judges? ? HETHEx his Maje "Can 
de rightly adviſedin/ affairs relating to himſelf or the public, When 
A they are repreſented to him 257 by ſuch perſons Who 15 n. = 
«abuſe Him? WHzrHsr the” bl. 20 gab will be faithFull 
«:ſpeged by thoſe wh&embeZz "our money to their own mer 4 1 
„ Fin ne King's $/prerogative can be lawfully 8 d by 4 fueh, 
* h only pe ert it to their dw fihiſter ends and purp oles r * 
„Wurst e liaent can be à true balance, where all phat ghts 
. he it one ſcale or WhtrTHEk a Houſe of Commons can vote ; 
| 1 freely who are either prepoſſeſſed with the hopes and promiſes „ 
1 enjoying . N a {laviſh fears of loſing them?“ | 
. | The Art Y Werren by Parties, 


PETITIONS, INSTRUCTIONS, Gr. S. 
| 25 e * | * ton GBTAINING A. 5 5 WE 
|, REFORM IN PARLIAMENT, © 

. , r —— —————————— 2 | * ; | Fs hr 


Very numerous meeting of the Frecholders of the county of- Mid- 
dleſex was held on September 25, 177g, at the Mile-End Aſſem- 


bly-room; and, after ſome time ſpent in deliberation, the following In- 


ſtruttions to their Repreſentatives were unanimouſly agreed to. 


Inflruttions frow the Preeholders of the County ' of Aide, 10 the 


Right Honourable Joun Wilkss and Jonx GLYSN, Eures, 
Knights of the Shire for the County of Middleſex. ING * 
* WE, the frecholders of the county of Middleſex, ſummoned here 
by public advertiſement of the ſheriff of this county, acknowledge our 

approbation and grateful ſenſe of your conduct as our Repreſentatives 


during the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; and though we have no reaſon ts 
doubt your. ſteady perſeverance in the true intereſts of your country, _ 


yet we think it our indiſpenſable duty to acquaint you with our ſenti- 


ments at the preſent awful criſis, big with the fate of this great empire, 


4 


and the happineſa, glory, and proſperity, of the whole people. 
+ « We behold, with all the orror and rief natural to free people, 
the fatal ſtab given to our excellent Seal en by a majority oi th 


—— ——— Ä 


the freeholders of this county, the right of election, was in the mo@ 


impious manner wreſted from the electors, and aſſumed by the elefied, 


who placed a perſon as our repreſentative in Parliament, contrary to hb 
ſenſe and will of the county, expreſſed by a very great majority of legal 
votes, thereby eſtabliſhing a precedent of the mo erous tendency 
to the rights of all the electors of Great Britain; which injury has 
been again confirmed by the malice of our inveterate enemies, in the 
1 Parliament (choſen by ſurpriſe under a national deluſion), ſuf- 
ring that vote to appear in e eee, a ſtanding record of the in- 
Juſtice, venality, and corruption, of their predeceſſors. + „ 
« We are called upon to redouble our attention and zeal for the de- 


| fence and preſervation of all our conſtitutional rights, from ſceing the 


iron hand of Oppreſſion extended to our fellow - ſubjects on the other 
fide-of. the Atlantic; Popery, that bane of civil and religious liberty 
eſtabliſhed in an extent of country infinitely larger than all our S mrs 
ſions in Europe, thereby arming, as it were, many of aur fellow-lubjetts 
with the crucifx in one hand, and a dagger in the other, * our 
Proteſtant bret hren; a Popiſi Biſhop appointed, and the greateſt camfors - 
and encouragement given to the clergy of that church, while the paſs 

tors of our own pure and excellent faith are ſuffered/to remain without 
YA ME but what 3 Romiſi cauncils ſhall 


other undoubted rights and privileges of Engliſh ſubj 


muſt be ſuſtained by the lofs of a moſt valuable branch of our com- 


1 
deign to afford them ; other eruel and oppreſſive afts paſſed againſt our 
fellow-ſubjeRts in America, wholly repugnant to the rs oh juſt, and 
nerous proceedings of Britiſh Councils and Britiſh Aſſemblies de- 
. of that glory of the * law, the trial P and many 


En in violation 
of Charters and Royal Covenants of the moſt ſolemn nature, which 


acts and oppreſſions, under the influence of the preſent miniſters, have 
been * of a moſt impolitic, unnatural, cruel, and deſtructive 


civil war, againſt our ſuffering and much injured fellow-ſubjefts in 


America. | 


We lament, as a commercial people, the inevitable injuries that 


the induſtrious poor. wad 


merce, the decay of trade and manufactures, and conſequent diſtreſſes of 
« To remedy all theſe evils, the inelaneholy experience of paſt times 


_ evincing how inſufficient is the removal of a ry, ile their 
maxims and views are entailed upon the government, 


e deſire that 
8 only continue ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe them, but endeavor 
rocure us ſuch conſtitutional ſecurity, BY HORTENING THE 
DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, and enacting ſuch other laws as 
prevent the nation from ſuffering by the like EM ORS and 1n19U1- 
1118s for the future. | | | f 


7 And we inſtrutt you to exert yourſelves in procuring chat vente of 


.. the late Houſe of Commons to be reſcinded, which in the moſt injuri- 


2 


dus and unconſtitutional manner deprived 
ty of their undoubted right of election. 5 1 210] 
We alſo inſtruct you, to forward an enquiry into the expenditure 


1 thens. „ 2 : | GY | x 4 ; 
„ Should any additional land-tax or new inpet be propoſed: in the 


Britain, unleſs another attempt ſhould be made by Tories 


* 


the freeholders of this coun- 


of the public treaſure, ſo peculiarly neceſſary at this time, and in a na- 
tion burdened with taxes, and oppreſſed with debts; that you will not 

ſuffer the. people to be impoſed on by the flimſy artifices of a miniſter, 
pretending: to leſſen, while he is, in reality, increaſing the public hur- 


* 


enſuing ſeſſion; e expect that you will not aſſent to them without a 


previous redreſs of grievances; and that you will ſtrenuouſly oppoſe 
Great 


all votes of credit, or taking any foreign troops into the pay o 
ot 


- againſt his Majeſty's perfon, family, or government. 


of the. commerce of this nation demands, and we hope will en age 


The tate of the navy, that great bulwark, ſafety, and'proteftion, 


your ſerious attention; and that you will enquire by what fatal miſma- 


nagement and corrupt influence, after ſuch immenſe ſums have been 


"voted during a peace-eſtabliſhment, that it is in its preſent deplorable 


Condition. 


„ We. particularly inſtruct you to exert yourſelves in preve ti 
- - the further effuſion of the blood of our innocent fellow - ſubjects in 
America, and to put a ſpeedy end to the preſent unnatural and ruinous 


the juſtice of their country the adviſers. of ſuch nefarious meaſures as 
have been adopted during the laſt fourteen years, tending to ſubvert the 
— Conſtitution of this country, and which we are convinced will very 
Toon effect the ruin and deſtruction of the Britiſh empire,” |. 


| oh | AP, CE 55 
« We alſo defire you to uſe your unwearied endeavors to aſſiſt and 


af every obnoxious and unconſtitutional act, and in brin ing to 


Der the Repreſentatives of the city of London for obtaining a re- 
pea 


| 


| 
' 


r 
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0 ” Fort, December 90 1979, NE F . 1 
AT a very numerous and reſpectable meeting, of the firſt perſons of 


conſideration and 2 in this county, held here this day, the fol- 
lowing Petition and Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County uf 


York, 
| Sheweth, 


That this nation hath been engaged for ſeveral years in a moſt 4. 


nſive and unfortunate war; that many of our valuable colonies, hav- 


ing actually declared themſelves independent, have formed a {tri con- 


federacy with France and Spain, the dangerous and inveterate ene- 
mies of Great Britain; that the conſequence of thoſe combined mif- 
fortunes has been a large addition to the national debt, a heavy accu- 


rents of the kingdom. | 
Alarmed at the diminiſhed reſources -and- growing burthens of this 
country, and convinced that rigid frugality is now indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary in every department of the ſtate, your Petitioners obſerve with 
rief, that notwithſtanding the calamities and impoveriſhed condition of 
the nation, much public money has been improvidently ſquandered, and 


that many individuals enjoy ſinecure places, efficient places with exor- 


bitant emoluments, and penſions unmerited by public ſervice, to a large 
and ſtill increaſing amount: whence the Crown has acquired a great 


- unconſtitutional influence, which, if not checked, may ſoon prove fatal 
to the liberties of this country, 


Your Petitioners conceiving 'that the true end of every legitimate 
government is NOT the ment of Ax INDIVIDUAL, but the 


welfare of the Community ; and conſidering -that by the Conſtitution of 
this realm the national purſe is entru in a peculiar manner to the 
cuſtody of this honorable Houſe, beg leave further to repreſent, that 
until effectual meaſures be taken to redreſs the 1 grie vances 


herein ſtated, the grant of an additional ſum of public money, beyond 
the produce of the preſent taxes, will be injurious to the rights and 
pro erty of the People, and derogatory from the honor and dignity of 
arliamerit, | a oy 
' Your Petitioners, therefore, appealing to the juſtice of this honorable 
Houſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt, that before any new burthens are laid 


upon this country, effectual meaſures may be taken by this Houſe to en- 
quire into, and correct, the groſs abuſes in jthe expenditure of public 


money ; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments; to reſcind and aboliſh 


all finecure places and unmerited penſions ; and to appropriate the produce 
to the neceffities of the ſtate, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom of Far- 
| liament ſhall ſeem meet. | l | 


. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


After which the following Reſolutions were propoſed, and alſo uns: 
| ; _ 1. Reſolved, 


nimouſly agreed to, is. 


mulation of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, manufactures, and land- 


wi 


L | 
1. Reſolved, -That che Petition now read 40-this-mecting, addreſſed 
to the Houſe of Commons, and requeſting that before any new bur- 
thens be laid upon the country, eſſectual meuſures may be taken by that 
Houſe to enquire into and correft the groſs abuſes in the expenditure 
of public money ; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments; to reſcind and 
aboliſh all ſinecure places and unmerited penſions ; and to appropriate 


the produce to the neceſſities of the ſtate, is approved by the meet- 


ing. | 4 
2. Refolved, That a COMMITTEE of ſixty-one Gentlemen be ap- 
inted to carry on the NECESSARY- CORRESPON DENCE for ef- 
| ually promoting the object of the Petition, and to prepare a plan of 
an ASSOCIATION, on legal and conſtitutional grounds, to pou the 
laudable Reform, and ſuch other meaſures as may conduce to RESTORE 
THE FREEDOM OF PARLIAMENT. 7 FN 5 
At a meeting of the freeholders of Middleſex, on January, 1980, a 
lay perion was agreed on. | 


5 ' CHESTER, Jar. 13, 1780. 8 
A a meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freholders, of the 
county palatine of Cheſter, the following Petition was unanimouſly 


* | — ERIE ren——_—_——— FEE 
© To the Honorable tha Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affenbled. 


De Petition of tie Gentlemen, Clergy, and  Freeholders of the County Pa- 


- 


 latine of Cheſter, | 
A 


| fate of this once flouriſhing empire, humbly beg leave to repreſent to 


arliament, that under the many and heavy burdens with which your 


Petitioners have been loaded, they cannot but obſerve with concern, 
that no attempt has yet been made to reduce unneceſſary expences, ei- 
ther by the abolition of finecure offices and unmerited penſions, or by 
any other means whatever; ſo that while the landholder, merchant, 
and every other deſcription of independent men in this country, are 


every day feeling the diſtreſſes of this. unfortunate war; the place- 


amity. 


grant any farther taxes, before a {tri attention to œconomy, and a 

Plan for the reduttion of all places of exorbitant emolument, and the aboli- 

. ings ariſing therefrom- be applied to the expences of carrying on the 

war againſt the houſe of Robo, and other jar encics of # Ws 
_ Your Petitioners alſo confider it impoſſible for dur happy Conſtitu- 

tion toexiſt, UNLESS PARLIAMENT BE INDEPENDE 

ve cannot but feel the utmoſt uneaſineſs at thoſe ſymptoms that have 


, 


tion of finecure offices and unmerited penſions be adopted, and that the ſav- 


| at your be rg vin ken alters geg, 


wan and penſioner are the only perſons exempted from the general ca- 
Four Petitioners, therefore, implore Parliament, that they will not 


NT; and 


kg wa”, — ww” * * 


a which, by the Con 


L — 10 * 


3 


| [+3 
certain of l s, and contraflors, We alfo | 
hope Parliament will — meaſures ** cheek the interference of 
miniſters in the dan of members to frre in me. ü 


een 


[The Petition and Reſolutions of the Coun ay of. Hertford are 2 
| | thoſe of York,) gh 
— — 
| SUSSEX. Jan, 20, 1780. 
AT a very numerous and reſpectable meeting of Nobility, Gentry, 
the 


Clergy, Frecholders, and other Inhabitants of the county of 
following Petition was * and "_ to. | 


—— | | 
To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament a een 


The humble Petition of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, 2 
e ee i gy 


Sheweth, | "Sb | 

That your Petitioners cannot view the decline of the Britiſh 
empire, without calling upon this honorable _ by every tie of ho- 
nor, intereſt, and religion, to avert the ruin that menaces this latel 

roſpe rous and happy nation, by a timely exertion of thoſe powers with 
77 — this honorable Houſe is inve 

That among the many cauſes which have contributed to 
preſent calamitous ſituation (all of which, we truſt, this honorable Heul | 


will ſpeedily inveſtigate and redrefs), your Petitioners 1 leave to 2 +5 | 


out the neglect of public economy as a grievance whi 
receiving, and ſtands in need of, immediate remedy. 

That your Petitioners conceive the ſyſtem of chance, as at Wa | 
eſtabliſhed, to be of moſt ruinous tendency; the national debt _ 
thereby ſo greatly augmented during war, and ſo little reduced dus 

ce, that it increaſes without end, and cannot therefore be e 
any finite, much leſs by diminiſhed, reſources. 
That your Petitioners are alarmed by the practice of Govern 


_ laying rALsE' #$TIMATES before Parliament, by thoſe eſtimates bu 


conſtantly exceeded, and the paſſing the public accounts inconceivably 
delayed for many years by the extravagant waſte of public money, the | 


_ exiſtence of gen unmerited by public ſervice, and the continuance 


of ſinecure places and exorbitant trades of office, to an 
and ſtill increaſing amount. 

Your Petitioners therefore lament, the diſuſe of the ancient practice 

of appointing Commiſſioners of Accounts from time to time, for the 
examination of the public expenditure, which might have | 
the growth of theſe evils. 
* THAT YOUR PETITIONERS BELIEVE THAT THE UN 
DUE INFTLUENCE OF THE CROWN, DERIVING ITS 
GREATEST SUPPORT FROM THE UNCONTROULED POS- 
SESSION OF THE PUBLIC © PURSE, Is A PRINCIPAL | 
CAUSE OF OUR PRESENT CALAMITIES, AND 18 nan 


„„ 

That your Petitioners think it their duty to acquaint this honorable 
Houſe with the diſtreſſes which your Petitioners feel from the loſſes 
= Row the 1 of manufactures, the diminiſhed value of lands, the 
rice of mo y, and the increaſe of taxes; they are ſo univerſal 

= G heavy, 2 the utmoſt fru rugality be exerted to keep our 
23 within ar ſtri& limits of neceſſity, it will be impoſlible for 
ple to ſupport thoſe extraordinary exertions, which a vigorous 

Saarl on of the war againſt France and Spain may require. 

T Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, and firmly ex that 
this honorable Houſe, in diſcharge .of the high truſt repoſed in them, 
will take effectual meaſures that money ſupplied with ſo much difficulty 
from the private fortune or induſtry of the ſubje&, may be 2 

and frugally applied to the purpoſes for which it is granted; that ſuc 
tions may be eſtabliſhed as ſhall bring the public expenditure to 
y and tric account; and that ſome plan for the reduftion of all 
—— emoluments of office, and the abolition of all ſinecure places 
and unmerited penſions be adopted. 

That by theſe means the dangerous and enconflitucienal ig : e of the 
Crown may be diminiſhed, and the burdens of the e leviatec. 

And your Petitioners further pray, that no freſh vpP ics may be grant- 
ed, or new taxes laid on the ſubje&, until theſe, their juſt grievances, 

are redreſſed, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom and ad juſtice of this ho- 
_— Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, Kc. 
— 
Aer which the 6lionling Reſolutions were 11 and unani- 
mouſly agreed to. | 
1. Reſolved, That the members of this county be requeſed to pre- 
fent this Petition. ! 
2. Reſolved, That it be 3 by this meetin to every indi- 


vidual in this county, who wiſhes for a continuation of the liberties of 
elle nation, to ſubſcribe this Petition. 


Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed for Frm every legal 
2 conſtitutional ſupport to this Petition. 0 * 

The ſaid Committee to conſiſt of the following 1 viz. 
William Frankland, wa,” DUKE OF RICHMOND, Lord Egre· 
mont, Lord Abergavenny, ord George Lenox, and others, {i 
4. Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be deſired to write to every 


member of Parliament repreſenting the city and borough of this coumtYs 
to ſolicit their ſupport in Parliament to this Petition. | Y 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be requeſted to conſider of 
* prepare a PLAN FOR A GENERAL ASSOCIATION of this 
county, for ſupporting the grounds of this Petition, and bor REST OR- 
ING INDEP NDENCY TO PARLIAMENT, 


6. Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be deſired to CORRESPOND 
with the Committees of other counties for this purpoſe. . 
7. Reſolved, That ſeven of the ſaid Committee do conſtitute a 
rum; that they do meet (thy evening, and have power to adjourn, om 
time to time, as they ſhall think proper, 

8. Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to his Gracs 
my: DUKE OF RICHMOND, for MAD this e | 
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SURREY, E Bel 


AT a large and reſpectable meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, 
and Frecholders of the county of Surry, the following Petition to Par- 


* * = 


liament was unanimouſly agreed to. 


To the honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled,” 


The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the county of 
Surrey, EF] 1. Gets | 5 5 


Sheweth, 1 | | 
That your petitioners, in common with others, the proprietors of 
lands, and inkabitants of this kingdom in general, labour under the preſ- 
ſure of new and burdenſome- taxes, year after year, impoſed for the 
urpoſe of diſcharging the growing intereſt of an already enormous, 
bat {till accumulating national debt, 5 
That this nation hath been engaged for ſeveral. years in a moſt 
five and unfortunate war ; that many of our valuable colonies having 
actually declared themſelves independent, have formed a ftxi&' confede- 
racy with France and Spain, the inveterate enemies of Great Britain 3 
that the conſequences of theſe combined misfortunes hath been a large 


addition to the national debt, a heavy accumulation of- taxes, a rapid 


decline of the trade, manufactures, and land rents of the kingdom; 
acid that your petitioners are juſtly alarmed at the diminution of the - 
reſources of this country at a time when, they feel their burthens daily 
and grievouſly increaſing, Me 8 | 5+: 
That they humbly conceive that of the enormous ſums levied for the 
pretended neceſſities of Government, a much ſmaller proportion would 
anſwer all the purpoſes of its real exigencies; and that, theſe extrgordi- 
nary demands upon them are applied to (which they humbly ſubmit 
therefore as the immediate and viſible cauſe of their preſent grievances} 
the ſupport of divers perſons, whoſe emoluments of office, are enor- 
mous, of divers others poſſeſſed of 1 and unneceſſary places, 
of a numerous liſt of undeſerved penſions, and of many hitherto un- 
explained and unauthoriſed ſervices, from which, at the ſame time that 
an enormous and unconſtitutional influence is derived to the crown, 


vour petitioners conceive that no adequate benefit accrues to the pub- 


lic, and to the further maintenance and ſupport of which, under the 
preſent diminution of the rents of land-owners, and the otherwiſe im- 
poveriſhed condition of them, and of the inhabitants of the kingdom im 

general, they find themſelves no longer equal. 85 | 
_- Your petitioners therefore, finking as they thus are, under burdens 
every day increafing, and the alarming conſideration of their once am- 
ple reſources, continually diminiſhed, do humbly appeal to and implore 
the juſtice of this honourable Houſe, earneſtly intreating them to inter- 
ſe their authority on ſo momentous an occaſion, (before any farther 


: burdens are laid upon this country) by enquiring into and correttingthe 


many fagrant abuſes in the expenditure of public money, by a timely ro- 
dułtion of the exorbitant emoluments of many efficient offices of the 
State; by a total abolition of all unneceſſary places and unmerited — 

e 


ſions, and by applying the produce thereof to the exigencies of the 


alone, in ſuch a manner as to the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem beſt 
r e 


Py 


tw. 
calculated for the purpoſes of its future ſupport, and for effectually reſto- 
ding its ancient dignity and vigour, ' ; ons 1555 
| | After which the following Reſolution was alſo unanimouſly agreed to, 
| - Reſolved, That a committee of fifty-ſix gentlemen be appointed to 
f carry on the neceſſary correſpondence for effectually promoting the ob- 
- jeQts of the petition, and to prepare a PLAN OF AN ASSOCIATION, 
on legal and conſtitutional grounds, to DT that laudable purpoſe, 


oY 


* 
» 
, 


and ſuch other meaſures as may conduce TO RESTORE THE FR EE- 
Do OF PARLIAMENT, | | — 


a 8 8 
. 1 2 — W 5 
The Petitions and Reſolutions from Bedford, Efſex, and Somerſet, are the 
0 7 | 92 fame 1 N 12 


| 2 NOTTINGHAM, Jan. 21, 1780, 3 a 
- IN conſequence of a letter addreſſed to the worſhipful the Mayor, 
and ſigned by a great majority of the Hall, the Mayor and Burgeſſes of 
this town were this day aſſembled in Common Council, and reſolved on 
| the following Petition to the honorable the Houle of Commons. 


- To the honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled. 
e Petition of the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the town and county of Net- 


At the height of national calamity, we, the Mayor and Burgeſles of 
the town and county of the town of Nottingham, in common-hall aſ- 
I approach a Britiſh Houſe of Commons with that reſpect which 
is due to the appointed guardians of our rights, and with that hope 
which it becomes us to entertain from thoſe who, are honoured with {o 
great a truſt, The growing and almoſt inſupportable diſtreſſes of this 
anjured and degraded country ſummon us into your preſence, that you 
20ay EEG of theſe diſtreſſes, of their cauſe and of their remedy: 
1 find in the wiſhes of the people the beſt encouragement to an im- 
mediate and effettual interpoſition for their reſcue, io 1 
x * by crime, or by misfortune, or both, one great member of 
the Britiſh empire be gone; yet with ſuch a diminution of wealth and 
power, to be engaged in the moſt complicated and formidable War, 
Raad aſks for the moſt rigid economy in every department af the ſtate. 
t with grief and ſhame we obſerve, that a waſteful prodigality has diſ- 
ſipated our remaining ſtrength, and by enfeebling our efforts, diſgraced 
our arms, and multiplied our loſſes; while this very prodigality becomes 
the Tource of increaſed demands, aggravates the burdens =: which 
| every rank and deſcription of the people bow, and threatens in its pro- 
grels a general ruin. os . a | 
We look up to your honorable Houſe for a period to this dreadful 
progreſs, and that with the integrity and firmneſs of the Commons of 
Britain, you will make a ſevere 8 into the expenditure of that 
immenſe treaſure, which a liberality unknown in the molt flouriſhing 
Period has drawn from an almoſt exhauſted nation. The 9 


r, 


b E SBS. 


PF 


© 
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of a free people can give the laſt ſhilling in the cauſe of their country, but 
in no other cauſe ;*and this confidence, which ſhall diſpoſe of them to 
the laſt exertions, can only be derived from your inquiſition into thoſe 
abuſes, which may render ſuch exertions neceſſary; they expect to know 
that ſucceſſive grants ſhall not find them leſs prepared to meet an elated 
foe, and facilitate the moſt awful of all calamities, the ruin of ther li- 
berttes. 3 Ts 888 A 
In this reduced and humble ſtate of the nation, it is a farther pain to 
obſerve, the enormous ſums which are diverted to no public good; the 
exorbitant emoluments annexed to real, and much more to nominal of- 
fices, with indiſcriminate, unmerited penſions ; which devour the pubs 
lic treaſure, defeat the national efforts, degrade the ſpirit of Engliſhmen 
into ſordid avarice, ſubvert the independence of Parliament, and act 
with a malignant influence on all that is dear to our country. 1 
Under the impreſſion of theſe awful truths, we beg leave to repreſent, 
that the redreſs of theſe ruinous abuſes is the right of Britons, and the 
only ſource from which hope can again be brought back to their coun- 
try; and that till, ſome wiſe and vigorous meaſures for the effecting this 
e be adopted, no addition can with wiſdom, honor, or 1 be 
made to the pecuniary burdens of theſe kingdoms. We would re 
fully obſerve, that ſuch a conduct in times of danger, diſtreſs, and ap- 
rehenſion, has been the diſtinguiſhing character of your ies . 
ouſe, that by which the very being of your Houſe, and the being of 
our Conſtitution, has been preſerved; and that in no period has diſtreſa 
and apprehenſion more ſummoned the Repreſentatives of Britain to the 
exertion of their proper character, to the fulfilling every hope of their 
anxious conſtituents, With theſe abufes in all their magnitude, in all 


their operation, before you, every grant beyond the produce of the pre- 


ſent taxes, will be to wanton with the rights and rty of the p 
ple, and betray the faith and dignity of 8 n | _ 
It is our prayer, thepefore, to this honorable Houſe, that all extra 
ant emoluments be reduced, all ſuperfluous and nominal offices be abo- 
liſhed, and all unmerited penſions be reſumed, and that the produce be 


appropriated to the neceſſities of the ſtate. And that till this wiſe and 


neceſſary reform be adopted, and till effectual means be applied to en- 


quire into and correct the abuſes in the expenditure of the public mo- 
ney, whereby the fears and jealouſies of the people may be appeaſed, 
and a well- grounded confidence diffuſed through the community, you 
will, with that juſtice and patriotiſm which we promiſe ourſelves from 
your honorable Houſe, withhold all grants of the public money, beyond 
the produce of the preſent taxes. R | 
Truſting that this our juſt and intereſting Petition will meet with, 
all favorable reception, V x. Nr 


4 | We ever Pray, &c. * 
* WW | - 5568 1 182 33 
{ The Petition, and Reſolutions of the rcounty of ' Wilts are the ſane a 
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| prepare a PLAN OF AN ASSOCIA 


lic Homes hy this purpoſe. 


Tf a8 J 


1 GLOUCESTER, Jan. 26, 1780. 
* AT a meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 


= of Glouceſter, a Petition fimilar to that of York was read and 


to. er which _ OY were Ay 
l. 


Reſolved, That the 1338 i to conſider of and 


N, on legal and conſtitu- 
ional grounds, to ſupport the laudable Reform therein recommended, and 
for RESTORING G E DEPENDENCY OF PARLIAMENT, 


ln That the ſaid Committee be deſired to, CORRESPOND 
ang, CO-OPERATE with the Committees of other Counties and * 


e 


| tn. Petition 4 Reſalutions of the Counties of Huntingdon, Dorjet, and 


Cumberland, are the ſome as thoſe of York] 


. NORTHAMPTON, Jan. 3z 1780. 
ON Saturday laſt a meeting of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, 


and Freeholders of the County of Northampton, was held, When it was 


unanimouſly agreed to give * N 1 to their m_ 
ſentatives. By 


| Inflrufions of the Godt: Clmgy, and Frecholdets of the Cqonty of 


Northampton, to their Repreſentatives in DR, wind er Kn qo 
ene Pow rs, 28 | | OE 12 


Setting forth, 


46 That this nation hath 2 16 Mil r we in a moſt expen- 

15 war, which has unavoida ly cauſed a ee. of taxes, the 
burden of which makes the ſtricteſt fruga 5 in every department of 
the ſtate abſolutely n and t 5 we, therefore, think it neceſ- 
fary to inſtrutt our: Members to repreſent to the honorable Houſe of 


Commons, how neceſſary it is to ule the utmoſt exertion of œconom my 


: alleviate the burden, b Og exerting thoſe powers with which this 


honorable Houſe is inve 


And we recommend that ſome plan ſhould be adopted for aboliſh- 
ng finecure places, preventing in future the granting unmerited penfions, 
ucing exorbitant ſalaries, and annexing ſettled pends to offices in 


lieu of perquilites of office; taking into conſideration what ſaving 
may be made, conſiſtent with lic dignity and juſtice, appropriating 


the ſame to the neceſſities of the ſtate, in ſuch mauner as 5 the wiſdom 
of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet ; which will, we conceive, be produftive 


of ſuch relief to the country, as will enable it to fupport the burden 
laid on it. 


66 And being made ſenſible that a ſtudious attention is had to œcono- 


a my in the expenditure of public money, we ſhall, with confidence and 
| zeal, contribute to reven of the un N and nal attacks of our ene - 
mies, and not * 


| tion.“ 


ſeeing this again a formidable and happy nas 
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that they would be pleaſed further to provide, by all the means with 


acceſſion of influence, which the*beſt informed in the laws, the ſincereſt 


_T 38 1 N 
NORWICH, . 29, 1780. | 


Ar. n reſpectable meeting of the Gentlemen, Cler- 


gy. Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of the county of Norwich, the 
following Petition was unanimouſly agreed to. gf 


| © To the honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afſembled, 


The Petition of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Land-owners, and other Inhabit 
ants paying Taxes in the County of Norfolk, 5 : 


Sheweth, . 4 3 

That your Petitioners, alarmed at the ſtill growing burdens of this 
country, notwithſtanding the annual diminution of its ſupplies, feeling 
that the ſtricteſt economy muſt be adopted in every rank of private 
life, muſt have loſt every power of reflection not to diſcern, that the 
er rigid frugality is abſolutely neceſſary in every department of the 
ſtate. | ; Ox , 8 

To this honorable Houſe, then, your Petitioners look up for ſuccour - 
and protection: to you they apply as more peculiarly entruſted with 
the controul of the national purſe; and with all that ſolicitude which 
the preſſure of private diſtreſs, and the dread of public ruin can excite, 
earneſtly requ that this Houſe would be pleaſed to make no nt 
public money without the moſt palpable evidence of its neceſlity, and 


which the Conſtitution furniſhes, and with all that vigor and reſolution 
with which zeal for that Conſtitution can inſpire them, that none f 


the public money, when granted, be improperly applied, or improvi- 


.dently ſquandered. ; | 195555 — 

Thus rouſed by effects to the inveſtigation of their cauſes, ſuffer your 
Petitioners ſtill further to repreſent; that the time is now arrived, when 
it is become abſolutely requiſite, that all ſinecure places and penſions, un- 
merited by public ſervice, ſhould be aboliſhed ;-and that the exorbitant 
emoluments, even of efficient places, ſhould be reduced; and that ſuch 
expenditures may no longer continue to increaſe the calamitous and 
impoveriſhed condition of the nation, and to add a GREAT AND 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL INFLUENCE TO THE CROWN ;—an 


friends of Government, and the moſt loyal and faithful ſubjects to the 
king, have, in the hour of calm reflection, unwarped by intereſt, un- 
biaſſed by party, not only deplored as inimical to the liberties of this 


country, but as tending ta effeft, what it ſoon may, THE ENTIRE 


SUBVERSION OF THE WHOLE FABRIC OF THE CONSTI- 
-TUTION. , | | | 8 

Your Petitioners, therefore, appealing to the juſtice of this honorable 
Houſe, and confiding in your fidelity to the principles of your delegated 
truſt, do not only moſt earneſtly requeſt, that effettual meaſures may be 
taken towards redreſſing the oppreſſive grievances herein ſtated before 
any new burdens be laid upon this afflicted country, but beg leave hike- 
wiſe to repreſent, that unleſs fuch meaſures be ſo taken, the grant of 
any public meney, beyond the produce of the preſent taxes, will bg 


injurious to the rights and property of the people, and conſequently de- 
. rogatory from the ho 27 and _ Ni ; g 


dignity of Parliament. 10 
. And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &e. 
| C2 | _* _ DEVON, 
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Axa very reſpeRtable meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy; and Free- 
holders of the County of Devon, the following Petition was agreed to. 


To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled. 
The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Fretholders, of the County of 
= Devon, | | WO LE | 44 | 


Sheweth, | 
That your petitioners cannot view the declining ſituation of the 
-Britiſh empire, without calling on this honorable Houſe, by every tie 
of intereſt, honor, and juſtice, to avert the ruin that menaces this once 
great and proſperous nation, by a proper and timely exertion of thoſe - 
powers, which, by the Conſtitution, this honorable Houle is inveſted 
Alarmed at the diminiſhed reſourcgs and growing burthens of this 
country, and viewing with the greateſt concern a large addition to the 
national debt, an heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid decline of the 
trade, manufactures, and land rents, of this kingdom, we are convinced 
that the moſt ſtrict and exemplary frugality is now indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary, in every department of ſtate; in order to enable his Majeſty to 
proſecute the war with the greater vigour, | "FI 
Four petitioners' obſerve with grief, that notwithſtanding the cala- 
mitous and impoveriſhed condition of the nation, much public money 
has been improvidently ſquandered, and that many: individuals enjoy 
-finecure places, efficient places, with exorbitant emoluments, and pen- 
ſions unmerited by public ſervice, to a large and ſtill increafing amount, 
whence. the crown has acquired an extenſive and unconſtitutional in- 
fluence, which, if not reſtrained, may ſoon prove fatal to the liberties 
of this country. 1 a 6394 . 
Vour petitioners therefore, appealing to the juſtice of this honorable 
Houſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt that effectual meaſures may be taken 
by this Houſe to enquire into and correct the groſs abuſes in the raifing 
and expenditure of public money; to reduce all exorbitant emolu- 
ments; to Nad d aboliſh all ſinecure places and p12 ha pen- 
ſions; and to appropriate the produce to the neceſſities. of the ſtate, in 
uch manner as to the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet. | 
3 And your petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


, \, 


After which the following Reſolution was propoſed and agreed to. 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to carry on the neceſſary 
- correſpondence for effectually promoting the object of the petition, and 
ſuch other meaſures as may conduce TO-RESTORE THE FREEDOM 
OF PARLIAMENT, and promote economy in the raiſing and ex- 
iture of the public money; and that they do meet and adjourn 
When they ſhall ſee occaſion for ſo doing, 488 : 


— 


[The Petition and Reſolutions for the County of Berks is the fame as that 
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| WESTMINSTER-HALL, Feb. 2, „ 
AT a very large and moſt reſpectable meeting of the electors and in» 
habitants of this city and liberty, paying taxes to government, held here 
this day, the Hon. Charles James Fox was unanimouſly voted in the 
chair; after which, it was unanimouſly reſolved that a petition, fimilar 
to that from the county of York, be preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
mons. It was likewiſe further reſolved, nemine contradicente, that this 
meeting do approve of a NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, on legal and 
conſtitutional grounds, to promote a reform in the expenditure of public 
money, to. reduce all exorbitant emoluments, to reſcind and aboliſh all 
ſinecure places and unmerited penfions, and to RESTORE AND 
SECURE TO THE PEOPLE THE FREEDOM AND INDEPEN- 
DENCE OF PARLIAMENT, AS INDISPENSIBLY NECES- 


SARY TO THE WELFARE OF THE STATE. 


Reſolved, nem. con. That a Committee of one hundred and three be 
appointed, to carry on the NECESSARY CORRESPONDENCE, for 
EFFECTUALLY PROMOTING the object of the Petition, and to 
prepare the plan of an ASSOCIATION, on legal and conſtitutional 
grounds, to ſupport the LAUDABLE REFORM, and ſuch other meas 

ures as may conduce to reſtore the freedom of Parliament, . 
- Reſolved, that the DUKE of PORTLAND, LORD TEMPLE 
LORD EGREMONT, LORD CHOLMONDELY, LORD DERBV, 
LORD CRAVEN, LORD GEORGE CAVENDISH; LORD KING, 
and Mr. BURKE, be of the committee. 1 Ry . 


g = | . 17 141 
, eme, February g, 1780. I | 
Arz very reſpeftable meeting of the electors of this borough, held 
this day in the Town- Hall, the following petition and reſolutions were 
-unanimouſly agreed to. | 
To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled Ig 
us petition of the Eleflors of the borough of Reading, 

Sheweth, | 


That your petitioners, conſidering the vaſt ſums of money that have 
been expended in the preſent unfortunate war, ſenſibly affected thems- | 


| ſelves by the heavy taxes already laid upon the ſubje&s of this kingdom, 


and alarmed at the idea that others may be ſhortly impoſed, humbly re- 
| 2 your honourable Houſe to turn their moſt Tnele attention to the 
iminiſned reſources and growing burdens of this county. 
Vour petitioners conceive that in this time of general diftreſs, it will 
be neceflary to alleviate the public burdens, by aboliſhing ſinecure and 
uſeleſs places, curtailing the exorbitant ſalaries and perquiſites annexed 


to others, and reſuming many eee penſions, the diſpoſal of which, 


not only occaſions a great waſte of public treaſure, but gives an uncon- 


ſtitutional power to the miniſters of the Crown, ſubverts the indepen- 
dence of Parliament, and operates with an undue influence on all that 
is dear to our country. 5 br amy ＋ 
Your Petitioners humbly conceive that the interpoſition of your ho- 
norable Houfe in theſe points, and its diligent attention to a juſt cog” 


3 6 1 5 

. exconomical expenditure of the public revenue, by perſons intruſted 
with it, may be SrodaAive of great national good, and enable this coun» 

; by properly directing and combining its reſources, to prevail over 
Its moſt powerful enemies, ns 025 ety 
They therefore preſume thus to addreſs their Petition to your ho- 
Horable Houſe, aſſuring them, that it does not in any wiſe originate 
from a ſpirit of party, but is dictated by the cleareſt conviction that the 
preſent ſituation of affairs requires the attention of every man, and his 
| Honeſt and ſpeedy exertion of all poſſible means to promote and defend 
Phe Petition of Newcaftle upon Tyne bs the ſame as that of York] 


[2.0 


— 


J 5» +. 1 ORON, M0, 1b 5 
„ 8 held for the faid City, the following Reſolu- 
tions paſſed unanimouſly. FFF 
. Reſolved, That this Court doth now agree to petition the hono- 
rable Houſe of Commons on the expenditure of public money, and the 
miereaſing influence of the Crown. n en 
2. Reſolved, That the ane rhir aer appointed to prepare the 
above Petition be empowered and directed to CORRESPOND with 
the Committees appointed, or to be appointed, by the ſeveral counties, 
cities, and boroughs, in this kingdom, for the purpoſes mentioned in 
the ſaid Petition. | A . 1 
3. Reſolved, That it be an inftruftion to the ſaid Committee to meet 
ſuch members of the Committees of the ſeveral, petitiening counties, 
cities, and boroughs, as are now in London, or Who may be deputed for 
the 1 of preſenting or ſupporting their Petitions, and who may 
think it neceſſary to confer on the means of promoting the common 
obje@ of -M&We Feriticny ou ooo 0 


— 


| ä ·˙ W — — 
— 
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© BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, Feb. 26, 86. . 
Ax z meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, Yeomanry, Free- 
holders, and Tradeſmen of the county of Bucks, a Petition ſimilar to 
that of York was read and agreed to, and the following reſolutions una- 
nimouſly adopted. | YL» 3-20 oth W . 


_ Reſolved, That the petition now read, is approved of by this meet- 
Ang, Eee the Members for the county be deſired to preſent and ſup- 
part the ſame. Fil whe th hi % hee 
_ Reſolved, That a Committee be 97 to carry on the NECES- 
SARY CORRESPONDENCE, and to prepare A PLAN OF A8. 
OCIATION, on legal and conſtitutional grounds, for the ſupport of 


10 RESTORE, THE F 


ny 


EDOM OF PARLIAMENT, | 


that laudable Reform, te Fer with ſuch other meaſures as may conduce 


. 


Reſolved, 


| 


Reſolved, That the Committee conſiſt of the following Noblemen 
and Gentlemen. | - | | | 
Duke of Grafton, DUKE OF-PORTLAND, Earl of Surry, Earl 
'of Jerley, Earl Stanhope, Earl Temple, Earl Spencer, EDuund Butz, 
Eſq. and others. a 8 | 

Reſolved, That a meeting of twelve members be empowered to 
act, and that their acts be conſidered as the acts of the Committee, and 
that the Committee have power to add to their number, | | 


NOTTINGHAM, Feb. 28, 1780. 


Ar meeting of the county of Nottingham, the following Reſolu- 
tions paſſed with but one diſſenting voice. | 5 


1. Reſolved, That the Petition now read to this meeting, addreſſed _ 
to the Houſe of Commons, and requeſting that effectual meaſures may 
be taken by that-Houſe, to enquire into and correct the groſs abuſes in 
| the expenditure of er money; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments 
* of office; to reſcind or aboliſh all ſinecure places and unmerited pens 

ſions, is approved by this meeting. | 15 
1 2. Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed for carrying into effeR&, 
* as far as may be, all the Reſolutions of this meeting, and that ſuch Com- 
mittee ſhall conſiſt of twenty-three Gentlemen, among whom are the 
2 following. | e 
DUKE OF PORTLAND, Lord Edward Bentinck, Lord George , 
5 
n 


K d 8 7 387 Bo 


Sutton, and Mr. George Sutton. f | 
3. Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be inſtructed to CORRES- 
| POND with the Committees of other counties, cities, and towns, im 
t order to obtain, in a legal and conſtitutional manner, the object of the 
„ Petition. * bo 5 y | ; e 
r 4. Reſolved, That the members of this county be deſired to-preſent 
y * this Petition; and that the Committee be defired to write to the mem- 
1 bers of Parliament reſpecting the boroughs in this ceunty, to defire 
their ſupport in Parliament to this Petition. | 


5. Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to thoſe no- 
blemen and gentlemen who, in both Houſes of Parliament, have ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed the increaſe of the public burthen, and uniformly endea- 
vored to port the independence of the Repreſentatives of the People, by 

— thoſe abuſes of government, unſettled accounts and unmerited 
6. Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the DUKB 

OF PORTLAND for his attendance here this dax. 4. 
7. Reſolved that the ſaid Committee be deſired to uſe their efforts far 
2 promoting the object of the Petition, by a due attention to the N 
means ef counteracting all ſuch attempts as may be made to miſtepre- 


, 6 


5 ſent the proceedings of this meeting, or to deceive or impoſe upon the 
= inhabitants of the county, by artful hand-bills, or any other means; 
f that the inhabitants may be enabled to judge who are their friends, and 
& We N | W 5 13 i 
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CAMBRIDGE, March 9, 1580. 


Aa meeting of the Corporation of this Town, the following Peti- 
„„ . | | HY 
To tlie honorable the Commons. of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 
The humble Petition of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgeſs of the Town of 

Cambridge, in Common- Hall aſſembled, ' 809 | 
Sheweth, . | | | | | a 
That this nation has been engaged for ſeveral in an expenſive 
and moſt unfortunate war; the conſequence of V bich hath been a con- 
fiderable addition to the national debt, a decline of trade, a rapid and 
' alarming decreaſe in value of the landed property of this kingdom, and 
an accumulation of taxes, by which your Petitioners find themſelves 
much oppreſſed. ; „ 1 
That the reduction of the public expence has, by all orders of the 
community, been long thought a proper expedient, and your Petitioners 
are now convinced it is a neceſſary one; and that a reformation in the 
blic expenditure, and an economical management of the revenue of 
the ſtate, will greatly promote real content among his majeſty's ſubjeRs, 
and inſpire them with that unanimity ſo neceſſary to a vigorous exertion 
of the force of this empire againſt: its combined enemies, France and 
Spain, and to the reſtoring its late flouriſhing tate. 5 . 
| | Your Petitioners, therefore, appealing to this honorable Houſe, and 
. conſidering the members thereof as their conſtitutional guardians, do 
"moſt earneſtly requeſt they will take, and urge with perſeverance, the 
moſt effeftual means to correct all abuſes in the expenditure of public 
money; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments of xy to refcind or 
aboliſh all finecure places and unmerited penſions, which tend to give 
an unconſtitutional influence to the Miniſters of the Crown, and burden 
the ſubje& beyond what the abſolute neceſſities of the ſtate require, 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


A 


14 


— — 1 14 


| | | G | 4 if *&y 
[. Haie Petition of the County of Suffolk is the ſame as that of Verl.] 


+ ...,......,, MORPETH, March 8, 1780. 5 TRE 
AT a very numerous and reſpectable meeting of Nobility, Gentry, 
Clergy, Frecholders, and other Inhabitants of the county of Northum- 
- berland, the following Petition was propoſed and agreed to, 
To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
The Petition of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and Lands 
© bolders of the County of Northumberland, EN e $18 
That your Petitioners conſidering the vaſt fums of money which 
have been expended, as well as the great increaſe of the national debt, 
eccakoned by the preſent moſt unfortunate war, and being ſenſibly af- 


' 


* 
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fected by the heavy load of taxes already laid on the ſubjects of this 


kingdom, and apprehenſive that others muſt ſoon be impoſed, humbly 
requeſt this Honorable Houle, ſeriouſly to turn their attention to the 
diminiſhed reſources and growing burthens of this country. | 

Your petitioners conceive that in this time of national diſtreſs, it will 
be neceſſary, as much as poliible, to alleviate the public burthens, by 
aboliſhing ſinecure and uſcleſs places, and reducing the exorbitant ſala- 
ries and perquiſites annexed to others, the diſpoſal of which not only 
occaſions a great waſte of public treaſure, but gives an unconſtitutional 
power to the Miniſters of the Crown. 

Your. petitioners humbly conceive that the interpoſition of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe in theſe points, and a diligent AxxuA examination 
into the expenditure of the public money, muſt be productive of great 
national good, and enable this country, by properly direQing and 
combining its reſources, to prevail over its moſt powerful enemies. 

They eſteem it their duty, therefore, to addreſs this Honourable 
Houſe, hoping that the reaſonable requeſt of this petition will be taken 


into their moſt ſerious conſideration. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


After which the following reſolution was unanimouſly agreed to : ; 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to' his Grace the 


DUKE OF PORTLAND, and the Earl of Tankerville, for honoring 
. the meeting. with their preſence, and ſupporting the petition, 


* 


——————— 


m Petition of the County of Hereford is finilar to that of York.], 


' MIDDLESEX COMMITTEE. , Free-Maſon's Tavern, March 21. 
Whereas there hath been this day tranſmitted to this Committee, from 


the general meeting of deputies, appointed by the ſeveral petitioning 


counties, cities and towns, a copy of their reſolves, containing propoſi- 
tions for a GENERAL PLAN OF ASSOCIATION, and alſo a Me- 


morial, juſtifying the ſaid propoſitions, with a Circular Letter from the 


Chairman of the ſaid meeting: 


© Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee are of opinion that the 
faid reſolves, and the circular letter annexed thereto, are' formed upon 
the beſt policy for bringing all the ſaid petitioning counties, cities, and 
towns, and others which have not yet petitioned Parliament for a re- 


| dreſs of national grievances, into that well-compacted union, which 
cannot fail of giving ſucceſs in the end to the prayers of the people, by 
_ repairing the injuries which this conftitution hath ſuffered, and by eradi- 


cating from it that dangerous influence of the CROWN, WHICH 


HATH NEARLY SAPPED ITS FOUNDATION. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee do adjourn the conſidera- 


tion of the particular propoſitions, tranſmitted by the. ſaid meeting of 
Deputies, to. Tueſday the 4th day of April. 5 


5 8 . +a 


— 


| 20 J 1 

' And Whereas it is requeſted by the ſaid meeting of Deputies, that 
this, as well as every other Committee, would take the moſt effectual 
means for circulating their ſaid Memorial through the kingdom, 
which they truſt all men will be impreſſed with the propriety of th 
meaſures which they have propoſed. ESE 5 
" Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee do publiſh (together 
with the reſolves of this meeting) the ſaid Memorial, with the whole 
of the reſolutions and circular letter ſo tranſmitted to them. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Committee be given 
to James Townſend, Eſq. George Prefcot, 'Eſq. and the Rev. Robert 
Bromley, the Deputies from this Committee to the general meeting of 
* for their faithful execution of the important truſt repoſed in 
them, and their temperate and judicious conduct in ſupport of the opi- 
Pie of The Chinniiitce, | e en 7h 


* 


Janes Towxszud, Chairman. 


AT a meeting of Deputies from the counties of Vork, Surrey, Mid- 
dleſex, Suſſex, Glouceſter, Hertford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorſet, Bucks, 
Cheſter, Devon, and Eſſex, from the cities of London, Weſtminſter, 
and Glouceſter, and the towns of Newcaſtle and Nottingham, holden 
at the St. Alban's Tavern, and afterwards by ſeveral. adjournments at 
the Great Room in King-ſtreet, St. James's, on Saturday the 11th, 
Taefday the 14th, Wedneſday the 15th, Friday the 17th, * 

18th, and Monday the 20th days of March, 2900, © * 75 
The Reverend Chriſtopher Wyvill, one of the Deputięs from the 
county of York; in the Chair,  _ 3 
1 Reſolved, That the Deputies from the Committees of the different 
PR counties, cities, and towns, ſhall 'vote by deputations, each 
leputation giving one vote. | — | 
| Read and approved” the following MEMORIAL, containing REA- 
SONS FOR A PLAN OF ASSOCIATION, propoſed by the De- 
| F aa the ſeveral counties, cities, and towns, who have petitioned 
Parliament fora redreſs of grievances. | | | f 
f there ever was a period in the annals of this country for popular 
Jealouſy to be awake, and popular virtue to exert itſelf, it is the preſent. 
3 ber Eta have been marked by partial inroads on the Conſtitution, 
graſping at particular r narrowing chiefly the ſubor- 
— branches of civil liberty. But whatever was their meaſure, diſ- 
4 tment and overthrow, have generally been their fate. That 
public virtue, which hath diſtinguiſhed Engliſhmen, never forſook our 
: 7 in the hour of important trial, never left the arbitrary mind 
to triumph finally in ſucceſs. Their Repreſentatives in the legiſlative 
body might; be depended on at the national call, and in that barrier they 
ever found themſelves impregnable. - SEG 
-  - What is our ſituation at preſent ? By the operation of a deſpotic ſyſ- 
tem, which has continued, with very little intermiſſion, near nineteen 
years, and is now almoſt compleated by a dangerous Adminiſtration, the 
very vitals of the Conſtitution have received a mortal wound: not this 
or that parti ity of the reigning mind has been gratified, 'but the whole 
capacity of popular freedom has been ftruck at: we are arrived at the 
_ criſis, which the wiſeſt of political writers have uniformly marked for 
$125 | | | the 


commerce, in every 


b 


as the executive, and dependent upon it. | 
Let any man look back to the laws which have paſſed only in the ten 
laſt Seſſions of Parliament, forming, as it were, ſtep by ſtep, a Code of 
Prerogative, which has already brought within its vortex the primary 
s of civil, religious, commercial and military Adminiſtration, with- 

in the kingdom, or its dependencies, not excepting from its vaſt con- 
troul all the branches of the Royal Family, and but too probably the 
ſucceſſion of the Crown : let him look back to theſe, and then doubt if 


the executive power has not found its way to the corruption of the 


legiſlative. Let him behold a venal majority in the Houſe of Commons, 
Seſſion after Seſſion, moving obſequious to the nod of the Miniſter, 
and giving the legiſlative ſanftion to propoſitions, not only big with 
the fate of their country, but often militating againſt the firſt principles 
of the Conſtitution, and the declared voice of their conſtituents ; while 
every effort of reaſon and argument, urged by an independent few, has 
only been anſwered by numBEers, dumb to every other reply: and then 
let him judge how enormous that corruption muſt be. But let hi 

bring his obſervation to the immenſe patronage of the Crown, diffuſed 
over this legiſlative body in the beſtowal of offices, and where offices 
are too few, or not lucrative enough to ſatiate the corruption of indi- 
viduals, in ruinous contracts, in -profuſe penſions, ſome known, and 
others ſtudiouſly concealed : let theſe be conſidered, and the terms above- 
mentioned, in which the criſis of Britiſh freedom is marked, are in- 


diſputably fulfilled, the legiſlative body is as corrupt as the executive, and 


dependent upon it. | 81 | 
For us then it is reſerved to feel ourſelves bowed down under that 


intolerable oppreſſion, which to a Britiſh mind, in any or generation 

could appear but as a fearful ſpeculation—THE ENQRMOU 8, THE 
COMPACTLY ACCUMULATED, THE ALL-DEVOURING 
INFLUENCE OF THE CROWN. By an unhappy war with Ame» 


rica, begotten in the firſt inſolence of this deſpotic ſyſtem, and nurſed 


with a view of giving completion to it, this fatal influence has been 
armed with more ample means than ever it enjoyed before, for enſlaving 


tion itſelf, in every | | 
ſcription of its pant (thoſe only excepted who 
u 


have become great on the ſpoils of the public) hath vifibly ſunk almoſt 


while we began but to forebode it. The weight of its evils now reſts 


on our heads in the alarming fall of rents, the decay of manufattures, 
the accumulation of taxes, the ſtagnation of all credit: at the ſame 
time there is but the probability of worle enſuing after bad. the humble 
and temperate petitions of an oppreſſed people are anſwered if not with 
— with unfeeling neglect the oppreſſors of the 

land are ſtill cheriſhed, nay, rewards and honours keep pace with the 
accumulation of their miſcondutt Men of integrity, on whom the 


inſolence, yet 


blic confidence would reſt, are caſt out- and amidſt all theſe, we 


have the mortifying reflection to find, that an Adminiſtration, thug 
. 5 2 buon 


* Monteſquieu, Spirit of Laws, Vol, I, 


the downfal of Britain, * when the legiſlative body fall become as corrupt 


* * 


Parliament, in the private application of no {mall part of thoſe monies, 
which have far exceeded the ſupplies of former wars, and have been 
obtained under the pretext of neceſſary public ſervice: while the na- 

ſpecies of its property, in every. department of its 
e 


into beggary. Never, ſurely, did any country experience ſo ſudden a 
reverſe from proſperity to depreſſion. It took place, it covered us, 


doing wrong. 


throughout the land. 


E 
* — * —_ — — — 


; until they ſhall have o 


Pleatly free, 


PRES . 

hoſtile to the people, though poſſe ſſing oſtenſibly the reſponſibility of 
office, is entrenched, or labours to entrench itſelf behind the Royal 
Perſon, covered with prerogatives, which would exempt uin from 


* 


| Theſe are evils which muſt be redreſſed, if we would not be ſtigma- 
tized for ſlaves, to the lateſt generations. It is the definition of an 
Engliſhman to be jealous of the influence of the Crown; it is the de- 
finition of a Member of the Britiſh Parliament to check it. Shall both 
forfeit for ever, tay, cover in ſhame, the luſtre of their proper charac- 
ter? The reproach hath been caſt on us all, but too long, and 
chiefly by thoſe who have dealt out the arts of corruption, that it is to 
our own want of public virtue, in the choice of our Repreſentatives, , 
we are indebted for any invaſions our liberties ſuſtain. It is time, there- 
fore, that virtue ſhould ſhew itſelf. And, however it may blaſt the 
thriving hopes of power, yet Princes ought to be overjoyed to have 
ſubje&ts to whom honor is dearer than everv thing elſe. 

"Tis from neceſſity, therefore, founded in ſuch reaſons as neither 
their honor nor their underſtanding can overlook, that the numerous 
petitionin counties, cities and towns of England, have taken the 
alarm, and have ſtepped forth by applications to Parliament, and by 
ſuch CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATIONS as may give vigour, to 
their Petitions. And we hope, while the cauſe continues, that the 


alarm will never ceaſe, but that all will ſee their intereſt and their 


danger undiſguiſed, and come forward, till there be but one voice 
We are perſuaded, under circumſtances ſo preſſing as the preſent, 
that nothing can give effectual redreſs to all the evils we feel, but a reſ- 
toration of the FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCY OF PAR- 
LIAMENT, by a REFORM in ali thoſe circumſtances, which are at 
Freſent the avenues and eſtabliſhments of a corrupted influence. And 
nothing can put us in a full poſſeſſion of that deſirable and moſt neceſſary 
event, but a vigorous, compacted, and unſhaken union of all inde- 
pendent men throughout the kingdom. WE 
Wherefore, we do mit anxiouſly recommend it to all claſſes of citi- 
zens, and eſpecially to thoſe who have votes for the returning of any 
Members to Parliament, as they value their liberties, the preſervation 
of their remaining properties, and the reſcuing of their voſtariey from 
unconſtitutional dominion, to unite themſelves in a firm purpoſe of ob- 
taining, from their Repreſentatives, thoſe ſalutary REFORMS (the 
outlines of which are hereafter ſubmitted) by the eſtabliſhment whereof, 
the door muſt be effectually ſhut on corruption; and jointly and ſeve- 
rally to perſev re, b ere: of every conſideration to the contrary, 
1 DMained the ſame. | | tos. 
In the firſt place then, it muſt be evident, that a reformation is indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary in the Civil Eſtabliſhment, which has grown to ſuch 
a fund of corruption, in an infinity of offices, either ulſeleſs in their 


: 


£ 


or a ſhameful expenditure in penſions unmerited by ſervices——in the 
waſte committed in the receipt of its monies, and the making up of its 
accounts. .'Tis impoſſible, humanly ſpeaking, that while theſe temp- 
tations exiſt, any Aſſembly, on whom they are preſſed, ſhould be com- 


In 


5 7 or opp y overpaid in their exerciſe——in the means it affords 
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In the next place, experience hath ever agreed with the beſt ſpecu - 
lation, that independency in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons is moſt to be 
looked for in the Repreſentatives of counties. Taking things as they 
ſtand at preſent, there is not the probability of a balance againſt the in- 
fluence which now corrupts, without an augmentation of Knights of 
Shires, attentively choſen. And taking things as we hope to find _ 
ſhortly, when many branches of corruption may be lopped off, ſuch 
augmentation will give the greateſt ſecurity to the national intereſt, in 
the beſt quarter. Leſs than one hundred Knights, ſuperadded to the 
preſent, will- hardly give a number to be felt by every county, nor a 
number ſufficient to ſecure, at preſent, a balance to the independent 
fide. And if the number were left indefinite now, every ſalutary hope 
from this meaſure might be defeated. If ever the hour ſhall come, 
when the prudence of the people, uniting with the prepared minds of 
the Legiſlature, ſhall approve of a reduction in the repreſentation: of 
boroughs, on ſuch plans as ſhall ſilence the prejudices of the intereſted, * 
the augmentation now propoſed will no longer be found in the numbers 
of the Houſe; and, till that takes place, neceſlity, and the only opens ' 
ing of hope, ſhould reconcile the addition, if our firſt choice might not. + 
embrace it. N 
To theſe regulations we conceive, an addition muſt be made, for 
SHORTENING THE DURATION OF THE SITTING OF PAR» 


* 
bo 


. LIAMENT, which can only be done conſiſtently with the Conſtitu- 


tion, or with the beſt policy in any enlarged view, by $HORTENING 
11 TO THE PERIOD OF' A YEAR, When the two Acts, which paſled -- 
in the reign of Edward III. ordained that a Parliament ſhould be Feldes | 
once every year, and more often if need be ; the object then evidently being 
to prevent the Crown from acting without a Parliament, can it be con- 
ceived that they did not ſpeak what the Conſtitution demanded, or that 
they did not mean a new Parliament every year ? The fact is, during the 
whole of that reign, and for the firſe eighteen years of the followin 
one, writs were annually iſſued, and in ſome inſtances, two or three 
times in the ſame year, for new elections, till Richard II. made himſelf 
abſolute. And various were the occaſions in thoſe times, when the 
Commons gave for anſwer to any new * oſitions of magnitude, that 
they dared not agree without conference with their counties, At what pe- 
riod then was it, that the conſent of the people was aſked and obtained 
to ſo momentous a propoſal, as that of diveſting them of their ex- 
pected controul over their repreſentatives: in fact, of changing the 


terms, on which the delegation had paſſed from their hands? AN- 
NUAL PARLIAMENTS are, therefore, the ANCIENT CONSTI- 


TUTION OF ENGLAND, AND TEE BIRTHRIGHT OF ENG- 
LISHMEN. | 8 * 

Nor are they leſs beneficial in policy than unalienable in right. In 
the language of ancient times, before the prejudices of habit had thrown 
falſe colours over names and things, they were ever deſcribed as con- 
ſiſtent with the greateſt peace, and moſt peaceably conducted. Aud 
in Parliamentary Records for more than two hundred years together, 


from 49 (en. III. till 22 Edw, IV. we find not ſo much as one 


double return, nor more than two or three inſtances of elections queſ- 
tioned on any ground—a circumſtance ſurely moſt inviting, when put 
in contraſt with that multitude of perplexing inquiries, which of late + 
years hath conſumed ſo much time in Committees, to the great hin- 
drance of the national buſineſs. The plain reaſon is founded not in the / 


I 
time, but in the nature of the thing; the duration of the ſeat was not 
an object for a violent conteſt, This will alſo diſpel the objection ariſ- 
ing fr the probability of tumult and expenfiveneſs; to remove 
Which, it will further contribute not a little, if we would give atten- 
tion to what paſſes now among thoſe large bodies of elefors who an- 
nually chooſe their corporate officers. But the argument againſt cor- 
ruption ſurmounts every thing elſe. Nothing can give ſo much aſſur- 
ance of defeating it as this limitation. A feat for three years might 
induce a man's attention to a bribe. He that fits but for one is very 
unlikely to experience ſuch an offer; or will certainly reje& it, if he 
2 not wiſh to put all his future expectations to an imminent 
ue. | . 
When once the Conſtitution of Parliament is improved in theſe lead - 
ing points, every thing elſe that may appear to have its ſhare in Refor- 
mation, muſt be ſubordinate in its claſs, and muſt fpllow in its time; 
And the more effetually to enſure theſe, we intreat you, neither at the 
next, or any future election, to engage your ſupport to any candidate, 
| before. you are ſatisfied that he will give his aſſiſtance in Parliament to 
the eftabliſhment of ſo much of thele reforms as may not then be ac- 
compliſned. N ; Ra | 
Refolved, That this meeting do recommend to the ſeveral Commit» 
tees to perſevere unremittingly in ſupport of the Petitions, and of Tuch 
meaſures as tend to reduce the unconſtitutional influence of the Crown ; 
—— that purpoſe to unite themſelves in a GENERAL ASSOCIA- 
Reſolved; That obtaining a law for taking the ſuffrages of the Peo- 
ple in ſuch a mode, as to prevent both expence in elections, and the 
ion of undue influence therein, is neceſſary towards ſecuring the 


\ 


FREEDOM OF PARLIAMENT, I 


Reſol ved, That it be recommended to our ſeveral Committees to 
adopt the following propolitions, as parts of their GENERAL PLAN 
DF UNION AND ASSOCIATION, and to endeavor to obtain the 
objects of ſuch propoſitions by application to, and under the authority 


* 


of, Parliament, viz. | We | 
Reſolved—iſt, That a diligent examination be made into all the 
branches of the receipt, expenditure, and mode of keeping and paſling 
accounts bf public money, in order to obtain the PLAN of REFORM, 

| Tequeſted by the Petitions of the People. 1 CSM 

Reſolved—ad, That there be ſent to the Houſe of Commons, in ad- 

1 to the preſent Repreſentatives of counties, a number of members, 

zot leſs than one hundred, to be choſen, in a due proportion, by the ſe- 
veral counties of the kingdom of Great Britain. | 5} 

_  Refolved—gd, THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE Ox 
COMMONS BE ANNUALLY ELECTED TO SERVE IN PAR- 
— 7... --7 n 

ko Reſolved—4th, That it be moſt earneſtly recommended to the Free- 

-holders of the different counties, and to the electors of the cities and 

boroughs throughout the kingdom, to ſupport at the enſuing general 

election, ſuch candidates to repreſent them in Parliament as hall, pre- 
vious to the election, by ſigning the Ass0c1aT10Nn, or otherwiſe, have 


datisfied them, that they will ſupport the above important regulations 12 


| 


— 


- 


4 7 


%. 


L 25 | 
Parliament, or ſo much thereof as ſhall not be obtained in the preſent 


lot 
"= Reſolved, That the propriety of adopting the following Reſolution, 
n- | * i « | 
5 as tly we by accelerate the attainment of the objects of the pro- 
— poſed plan of POLITICAL REFORMATION, be ſubmitted to the 
5 reſpective Committees, biz. S 3 
ht That it be moſt earneſtly recommended to all members of Parliament, 
ry who are friends to the above-mentioned propoſed PLAN OF RE- 
he FORM, to uſe their utmoſt endeavors, in this preſent ſeſſion of Parlia- 
at ment, to obtain the objects of that plan. | | . 
Reſolved, That the above Memorial, formed in this Meeting, Be 
de tranſmitted to the ſeveral Committees, as containing:Rzasoxs for the 
by PLAN OF ASSOCIATION propoſed by this Meeting, which, we 
e. truſt, will appear ſatisfactory to thoſe Committees, and that they be ſe- 
10 verally requeſted to take ſuch effectual meaſures as to them may ſeem 
Q meet, FOR MAKING THE SAME | PUBLIC THROUGHOUT THE KING= 
. 8 (Signed): by order of this | 
_ igned) by order of thi T 

| [ Meeting of Deputies, } C. Wrvirr, Chairman, 
t⸗ | | —C— : 
h - . $5, 5 3 0 -\ Nr. 1 ” : 
> Circular Letter, ordered to be annexed to the Reſolutions, Sc. of the Meeting 
* N of Deputies, 2 * ; 
4 | 3 : Great Room, King-ftreet, March 20, 1780. 
Ee 1 . . * 


Jam directed by the Meeting of Deputies from the Committees of Te- 
veral counties, cities, and towns, Which have petitioned Parliament for 
0 @ redreſs of grievances, adjourned from the St. Alban's Tavern to this 
| place, to tranſmit to you the encloſed copy of their Reſolutions, relative 
1 to an intended Plan of GENERAL UNION and ASSOCIATION, 
4 accompanied with a copy of à Memorial containing reaſons injuſtifi- 
| cation of thoſe reſolutions, to be reported to the Committee of the coun- 
© ty of Middleſex at its next aſſembly, | | | 
a The Deputies truſt their reſolutions will be conſidered, not as offer- 
, ing to the Committee a complete and perfect Syſtem of / POLITICAL 
- REFORMATION, but as pointing out ſome principal objects of con- 


* ſtitutional improvement, which, if obtained by the united efforts of the 
k FF People, will facilitate and ſecure the eſtabliſhment of every other re- 
- - gulation which may be neceſſary to:RESTORE TH FREEDOM AND N= 


DEPENDENCE* OF PARLIAMENT. | 0 

J From various circumſtances, the Deputies apprehend, it may be found 
; to be inexpedient in ſome counties to adopt a Plan of ASSOCIATION 
ſo extenſive as that traced out by their reſolutions; in that caſe, as it. is 

the general and received opinion, that ſhortening the duration of Parkg- 
2 ment will be * 05 till the æconomical reform, and a more equal. Repre- 
1 _ ſentation. of the People: have been obtained; the, Deputies conceive, that 
L, the propoſition for $HORTENING THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENT 
* may be poſtponed with leſs inconvenience in the original draught of 
x -"AS$0C1ATION, than any other propoſition recommended by this Mest- 
| #2 a I am 


I am alſo directed by the Meeting of Deputies, to repreſent, through 
to the Committee, that there is much reaſon to apprehend Par- 
3 may be diſſolved ſoon after the grant of ſupplies has received 
the royal aſſent; that it behoves each Committee, therefore, to prepare 
for that event, by concerting meaſures effectually to ſupport the inte- 
reſt of thoſe candidates, at the approaching general election, who are 
known, to APPROVE AN CON OMICAL REFORMATION, 
A MORE EQUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE, 
and SHORTENING THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENT. _ 
I beg leave further to repreſent, under the fame authority, that the 
ſeveral. Committees, diſcountenancing all corrupt and unneceſſary ex- 
es at any future elections, will thereby promote in a cor ſiderable 

gree the TREE DOM Or ELecTioN, Which mult tet wht to 


2 yo the 4-5 pA of Parliament. | 
T have the honor to weeks * 
Six, 0 
err moſt obedient Servant, 


. ; 
a 1 
9 * 9 
* 


[ The committee of the city Lenden . to the * Memorial, and 
Came to ) the ie fame refolutions as s the Middleſex — | 


- 
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5 CAMBRIDGE, March 25, 1780. CN 


AT large and reſpettable meeting of the Nobility, Gentry , Clergy, 
| * Freeholders of the county of Cambridge, the following etitian to 


Farliament was unanimouſly agreed to. 550 


T's the honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament ofſemdled. 
n. Petition f Ga yr" FR * grandi: of the N 2 


4 Cambridge, N hs 
* 


Sheweth, an | | 2 Is, - 


That your Petitioners do thus oublicty dechre their entire and gea- 
Jon: approbation of the Legiſlature of this country, as placed in the 
Free and independent concurrence of King, Lords, a erf in per- 

ference to every other mode of civil government. 

That they anxiouſly. wiſh the bleſſings of this hora: of legiſla- 

tion to be continued to their lateſt poſterity in its e 15 


' 7 | 

That That they ſcriouſly apprehend this form of gie will be eſſen- 
tlally vitiated, if not vieTUALLY CHANGED, whenever the treaſure and 
| = of the community ſhall be ſucceſsfully employed to bring the I 

tives of the People under the influence of the executive power, . 

That they conceive a ſtrong tendency to this change is at preſent, 
and has formerly been, too notorious to admit of doubt, or to o__ 
Proof. 
13 That mey conſider every ſyſtem of public adminiſtration; carried on 
by means of parliamentary corruption, however ſanctified by time, prece- 

3 or authority, to be ablelutely unjuſtifiable on every pa — 


THE dg 


rſt year of 


f $1. 
ele and” ſound polity—to be as Aiffionorable to the uprighti, nl 
tions of the Crown, as it is OY, to the ee Vans. 
jos to the liberties of the 'Peo 

Yout Petitioners do, therefore, oſt folemply aj ap n to the 
Ronor, the Juſtice; the integrity, of this Honorabl louſe, prayin that 
effectual meaſutes may be taken by this Houſe, to enquire into and cor- 

rect any grofs abuſes in the expenditure of public money, to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments of office, to reſcind” * aboliſh all fimecure oy 
and unmerited penfions, and to uſe all ſuch other conſtitutional mes 
may tend to eſtabhſh the IN DEPEN DEN CE OF PARLIAMENT on 
the moſt laſtin foundations. 

And your Petitioners are the more carne 1 in this their pra rayer, becauſe 
they are of opinion, that no other expedient can cquaty tend to heal 
our domeſtic diviſions, o unite the whole nation in 3 warmeſt ſup- 

Jo of his majeſty's Hon and' government, againſt I rok ts ha 

ſtilities of the houſe of Bourbon, and to put ＋ final peri to that 
primary, ſource of national diſtreſs, the American war. A e 


86 1:576 


dy. os Fab "tu your. Petitioners Roll ere Pray K 
32 17 0135S — dc =—— 15 | 2 455 
Atter which. the following Reſolution was alſo unanimoully agreedto, 


Reſolved, That a COMMITTEE of fift pp entlemen be ap- 
pager to carry oh the NECESSARY COR NDENCE for ef- 
ally promoting the object of the Petition, and to repre a plan 
an a 48800 TION ; on legal and conſtitutional grounds, to ſupport 01 
laudable Reform, and ſuch other N N as may conduce to 810 

FF, Fan + 36H 


14 : N ©. : of 4 4-4 . i +} 
Vi By 11 72 1 1 1 Ci ” þ.4 : . 4 1 14 91 | 


og | WESTMINSTER COMMITTEE. \ . 
|  King's-Arms Tavern, March 20, 127 


Report of the Bb. Cothurtted, appointed to enquire into the e 


el the REPRESENTATION, of this eren. 


— 


. eu cine, derte, Tein, March 195 e 
eie he 
That it appeatz to this Sub-Comtmitthe, that New ParLriaenti to 
be holden once in every year were the ancient uſage, and declared to be 
the hereditary and indefeaſible right of the People of England. | 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that the Act paſſed i in the 


— 


fun year of the reign of William and Mary, is the firſt regular Act 


which attempts to cltabliſh and - appoint the time of continuance of 


Parliament,“ to be for the term © 2 years, though the fame Act 


recognizes the ancient laws and ſtatutes of this kingdom,” by which 

annual Parliaments were confirmed, and declares that frequent and 

e new Parliaments tend very much to the happy union and good agrees 
© ment of the king and people,” 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that by an att paſſed in the 

Ge eorge I. the * t then 1 Fhoſen for _ years (by 

te 


reſpettable Petitions to Parliament on the occaſion, pod that y carp 


the acquieleence of the People to the above-mentioned Act of William 
and 


% Hbouſe of Commons ought to be choſen by. the Pe 


— 


[ #8 ] 


# Þ 


| on the faith of its declaring, that © from thenceforth no 
Parliament whatſoever, that ſhall at any timo hereafter called, — 


© ſembled, or held, ſhall have any continuance longer than for three 
years only at the 


ears only at the fartheſt ) did paſs an act to prolong its continuance to 
the nom, UE RTE , . trot 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that temporary conſiderations, 
then preſumed to exiſt in the country, are ſtated in the preamble to the 
act, as the principal motives and inducements for the act itlelf. 5 "0 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that the Act paſſed in the 
fixth of William and Mary is worded as if declaratory of what was 
conceived (however falſely) to have been the Conſtitution of the coun- 
try; but that the Septennial Act aſſumes a power of altering the dura - 
tion of Parliament at pleaſure. CP IO ITT {KY 
That theſe alterations in the Conſtitution of, Parliament. were made 
without communication with the conſtituent body of * People, and 
have been continued without the ſanctſon of their appro lig: n 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that the Septennia Bill was 
ſtrongly oppoſed in Parliament, as a direct infringement on the 
« Conſtitution, and a flagrant breach of truſt toward the conſtituent 


| «'body.” | | | 3 
That it was ſupported almoſt entirely” on the principle of expe- 
That the voice of the pe ple appeared ſtrongly againſt it in many 


. | itu- 
tional Proteſt was entered by the Peers, Rating, “ that frequent Parlia- 
% ments were the run GFA Conſtitution of the kingdom; that the 


& continued for a longer time than they were choſen for, they were 


e then choſen by the Parliament, and not by the People; that they 


© conceived the Bill, ſo far from preventing corruption, would rather 


4 increaſe it; for the longer a Parliament was to laſt, the more valuable 
er to corruptors would be the purchaſe; and that all the reaſons that 


& had been given for long Parliaments, might be given for making 


renn would be an abſolute ſubverſion of the third 
Mate,” © MET 27 "4 ee Pity : 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that various m ions were 


afterwards made, and ſtrongly ſupported, for a repeal of the Septen- 


4 nial AQ;” particularly, „a motion for ANNUAL PARLIA- 


/ 


« TS,” in 1744, which was loſt only by a majority of thirty- 
two, | 3 3 

That the city of London, and other reſpettable bodies, continued to 
inſtru@-their repreſentatives, to proſecute this object © in the moſt 
« vigorous manner, as eſſentially neceſſary to the independency and inte- 


4 grity of Parliament, the rights of the People, and che proſperity of 
, ; 137 a3 | f 5 7 a 


« the country.” - 7 e 

That with reſpect to the repreſentation of the People, it appears to 
this Sub- Committee, that by Stat. 8 Henry VI. the Parliament, then 
elected by the commonalty at large, paſſed an act to disfranchiſe the 


| ory part of their conſtituents, by limiting the right of election for 
Knights of the ſhire, to “ perſons having free lands or tenements to the 
s value of forty Rings by the year at the leaſt ;'! which reſtriction 
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has ever ſince continu 
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""That"it appears to this Sub-Committee, that many towns und bo- 
roughs, formerly entitled, for their repute and population,” to ſend 
members to Parliament, have fince fallen into decay, yet continue to 
have+ a" repreſentation equal to the moſt opulent counties and cities; 
while other towns and places, which have riſen into conſideration, and 
become populous W no repreſentatives in Parliament. 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that, according to the moſt 
received calculations, the number of inhabitants of England and Wales 
e capable ipable 
That e nearly twelve red thouſand are ſu | 
of — as the —— ſtood before the reſtrifi e Act above 

noted, NAA s „ 
x That of this number. not more than two hundred and fourteen thouſand 
are at preſent admitted to vote. as | ” ip 

That out of theſe, one hundred and thirty thouſand freeholders ele& 
nincty-two members for fifty-two counties, „ a & x, 

Forty-three thouſand citizens, freemen and others, ele& fifty. xo 
members for tWenty- three cities and two univerſitie. 

And forty-one thouſand electors chooſe three hundred and fixty-nine 

mbers for one hundred and ninety- two towns and boroughs. 3 

- That fifty of theſe members are returned by three hundred and forty 
eletors. _ 8 | | Le 

And a number, ſcarcely above fix thouſand, being a majority of the 
voters of a hundred and twenty-nine of the boroughs, return two hun- 
dred and fifty-ſeven repreſentatives, which is a majority of the whole 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons, and the efficient repreſentation of above 
five millions of people. 1 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that many of theſe boroughs 
are immediately under the influence of the Crown, as the det e ports; 
many of them private property, affording hereditary ſeats, as thoſe undar 
burgage tenure, and ſome of them almaſt without houſes or inhabitants, 
as Gatton, Newtown, and Old Sarum. _ ms bo N e 
That conſidering the repreſentation with reference to property, it 
appears, that many counties return a number of repreſentatives, out of 
all' proportion to what they contribute to the 2 6 revenue, as is evi- 
dent from the ſtating a ſingle 3 ornwall has been calcu- 
lated to pay to land-tax and ſupply ſixteen parts out of five hundred 


- 


and thirteen, and ſends members to Parliament forty-four, while Mid- 


and ſends members eight. | 
So that it appears to this Sub-Committee, that the inequality of the 
repreſentation of this country, with regard to property, is till greater 
than when eſtimated according to the number of its inhabitants. 


dleſex pays not leſs than in the proportion of two hundre and fifty-ſix, | 


Reſolved, That ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS are the undoubted 
right of the People of England, and that the Act which prolonged 
their duration was fubverfive of the Conſtitution, and a violation on the 
part of the repreſentatives of the ſacred truſt repoſed in them by their 
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King's Arms Tavern, Palace-Yard, Marth. >2, 1500. 
PR bleed, That this Committee will perſevere unremittingly it ſup- 
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of the Petitions, and of ſuch meaſures as tend to rv pics the Un- 
tutiohal influence of the Crown, and for that ' purpoſe are ready to. 
UNITE THEMSELA ES IN A GENERAL ASSOCIATION?” * | 
Reſolved, That the obtaining of a law for taking the fufſrages of the 
People in ſuch a mode as to prevent both expence in elections and the 
operation of undue Wm therein, is e towards the hrs 
Parliament. 
Reſolved, That 3 it is * epinion,at this 8 that: #diligens 
examination qught to be made into all the branches of the receipt, ex- 
penditure, 3 mode of keeping and paſſing accounts:of public mone ion of 
ip onder © obtain the Plan of REFORM requeſted by en 
e * To | 115 
o baton} at aro Se e. 
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. e of fixty-one, to 1 to the General 
„ Aating of the edunty of York, hd March 28, 1780. 22 


Whe during the preſent expenſive d unfortunate war, the 
gp is Wig and land-rents of this an have been wh 


9 051 4 the TA burdens grievouſly augmented by the annual 
impoſition of new and adgitional taxes; the national debt enormouſly 
-reaſed ; and the undue influence of the Crown extended to an alarm- 
ing degree by thoſe very cixcumſtances which threaten the utter i re 
veriſhment of this country : 
And whereas, in theſe times of national difficulty and diſtreſs, a juſt 
reſs of grievances can only be expected from a free and . 
Pachiament and meaſures tendin yin a legal and peaceful. w 
ESTORE THE FREEDOM PARLIAMENT, cannot effectu- 
ally be ſupported but by a GENERAL UN ION of independent men 
| thropghovs the kingdom : 
whoſe names are underwritten, cotidering an nee refor- 
mation in the expenditure of Bus blic money to be a moſt eſſential and 
neceſſary meaſure. for REST ING THE FREEDOM OF PAR- 
LIAMENT':; 
And conſidering who, that the 06cm of the people in' Par- 
1 is become extremely unegual, inſomuch that a great majority of 
meinbers is returned by decayed and ind gent boroughs, which are ei- 
ther at the command of the Crown, and a few great families, or elſe 
e en ä z whence — in Parliament may be — 
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be io the great landed and commercial intereſts of this E ingdom, cantras 


ry to the true intent and. uſe ↄf the inſtitution of Parliaments; which | 
unequitable diſtribution of the right to ele Rep atives in Parliae 
ment is now a principal cauſe of our 5 7 7 Rp | 
no radical cure; ig likely to be applied, till a MORE ADEQUATE 
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE hath been eſtabliſhed by _ 
law. . eee. — 4 ; e | 
And conſidering further, that when the fund of corruption hath been 


in ſome competent degree reduced, and A MORE EQUAL REPRE- 


SENTATION OF THE PEOPLE obtained, more frequent eleHtons might 
be reſtored, not only to the great content of the People, but with certaiti _ 
advantage to the honor and integrity of Parliament itſelf, without the 
miſchievous conſequence of expoling independent gentlemen to vexa- 
tious conteſts with the dependents of any Adminiſ tration, 
1 6 . | FR 4 $5 4 
* We do declare our aſſent to ' 3 e es. 1 
1. The economical reform requeſted by the Petitions of the People 
that plan of ſtri& and rigid frugality now indiſpenſibly neceſſary in 
every. department of the ſtate; that maſt important regulation for re- 
. e unconſtitutional influence of the Crowůu .. ” 
2. The propoſition for obtaining a MORE. EQUAL. REPRESEN.. 
TATION in ae, by the addition of at leaſt one hundred knights, 
to be choſen in a due proportion by the ſeyeral counties of the kingdom 
of Great e ee en rm, * 
* The ropolition, for members of the Houſe of Commons to be 
elected to ſerve in Parliament for a term not exceeding three gears. 
And in order more offectually to promote this LAUDABLE PLAN 
QF PUBLIC REFORMATION . u our joint aſfuſtance in a paeige 
way, we do ASSOCIATE for that expreſs purpoſe, and . do teſtify the 
ſame by our - ſignatures reſpectively. N do reſolve, jointty and 
ſeparately, to ſupport theſe neceſſary regulations to the utmoſt of out 
wer, by every meaſure that may be perfectly agreeable to law and the 
Fonts on. More particularl N reſol ve, and do mutually and 
moſt ſolemnly engage, that until a reaſonable reform in the expenditure 
public money hath been obtained, and until regulations for returning 
at leaſt one hundred additional county members to Parliament, and for 
SHORTENING THE DURATION OF FARLIAMENT toa term 
not exceeding three years, have been eſtabliſhed by law, we will ſupport, 
with our votes and intereſt, no candidate whatſoever at the next gene- 
ral election, or at any future election, to repreſent this county, or ne 
other county or place in Parliament, from whoſe known integrity'and 
attachment to our free Conſtitution, and his affent to theſe confſtitu- 
tional improvements, declared by ſigning this Aſſociation, or in ſuch - 
other mode as to each candidate may ſeem moſt eligible, we-ſhall not be 
firſt fully ſatisfied that he will 922 8 ang gre —— — 
the following propoſitions, or to ſuch part of the r erm pro the 
by as ae be then accompliſhed, uz. | x 25 >. 
1. For one or more bills to corrett profuſion in the 'expe te of 
Public money; to regulate the manner of making all public contracts, 
and the mode of keeping and paſſing public accbunts; to reduce e- 
orhitant emoluments of office, aud to reform the abufes of ſinecurs. 
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1 For u bill t6 ney rag oo . in the repreſentation 'c 
people in Parliament, by ur e ſeveral counties af the kingd D 
of Great Britain' . in à due + one hundred Knights 
at leaſt in addition tothe preſent number. 

' 1g! For a'bill to SHORTEN THE DURATION: OF PARLIA- 
| MENTS, TO A TERM NOT EXCEEDING THREE YEARS... 
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At a meeting at Devizes; on Wedneſday the agth of March, 1780, 
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TJ Bro $046 "Me a4, 
I am very much mortified, that it is not in my power to perform 
«duty, I feel fo very agrecable and honourable, as that of e the 
MrrrTEEOF CORRESPONDENCE AND ASSOCIATION, 
at Devizes, on Tueſday next, and the meeting 6f the county, which is 
to be held the ſubſequent dag. 
. The early negative put upon the enquiry into the public expe 
_ diture in the Houſe of Lords; the refuſal of any account of er 
penſions held by Meinbers of that Houſe; the violence done to the 
onſtitution by the arbitrary, removal, of the Earl of Pembroke from 
the Lord Lieutenancy of on wp = = office which his anceſtors hav 
ſo long and ſo honourably held, I believe, from its firſt inſtitution 
for no other poſſible. cauſe, but for having voted as a free man upon a 
public queition;/ as well as by that of the 1 Carmarthen from 
the Lord Lieutenancy of the Eaſt Riding ork hire. 


by 
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And in the Houſe of Commons, the proceeding to lay new bur- 
chens, without taking any, much leſs 'efefual economical meaſures, in 


dire& oppoſition to the prayer of gur petition, as well as thoſe of other 
counties : the number of taxes propoſed to be ſuperadded; ſome bear- 
ing very hard upon our county in particular; namely, that which re- 
gards the private brewery, beſides the addition made to the ſevereſt of 
All duties, that on ſalt; when it is certain that treble the ſum might have 

been, and may ſtill be produced from the ſu ppreſſion of unneteſſa 
offices, ' ſavings in the mode of expenditure, - and other eee 
reforms, which require only integrity to accompliſh; the difficulties 
Which have been thrown in the way of a very able plan of reform now 
before the Houſe ;-—-no enquiry made into exorbitant contracts; —ac- 

ps ſuffered to remain with large public balances at their own diſ- 
poſal the meaſure for a commiſſion” of accounts taken out of inde- 
dendent and difintereſted hands, and aſſumed by the authors of our diſ- 
treſs, in ſuch a manner, as to mock every idea of parliamentary inde- 
pendency, or 1 enquiry ; no expettation offered by the Miniſter, 
except a poſhble reverſionary reduction of thoſe places which do not 
contribute to the influence of the Crown, in anſwer to the petitions, 
defiring an | abolition of thoſe that do; —and, withal, a poſition laid 
down as fundamental, by the ſupporters of the Court and Miniſters in 
poth Houſes, that the influence of the Crown is not dangerous to the 
"of IR, and is not increaſed, in contradiction to the evidence of 
al ou 2 


repreſentation er We 
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„ Theſe fas pop! hend, can leave little doubt with any freeholger, 
who approved of the former meeting, of the neceſlity of 2 
affociating for the accompliſhment of thoſe indiſpenãble objefts, ſtated 
in our petition, in as ſtrong terms as conſtitutional language can diate, 
„ But I am ſenſible, that it muſt, occur to our county, as it has al- 
ready; done to others, to. conſider what ſteps. can be taken to obtain that 
reform, of which our, preſent, Parliament, gives ſo. little hope; 4 
even under all its: preſent circumſtances, or what ſecurity can be had 
for preſerving in future what we may have the good fortune to. obtain in 
this moment of exigence. It gives me great ſatisfaction to find, that 
it has occurred to none to have recourſe to other means than thoſe purely 
civil as well as ſtriłtly conſtitutional. Though no one feels with mare 
concern the abuſes which have taken place in the militia, and particularly 
the departure from the ancient, true, fundamental, and, till of late 
years, invariable militia principles of keeping them within their coun- 
ties, except in- caſe of actual invaſion 12 preſent diſtant and un- 
neceſſary removals, ſerving. only to aſſimilate them to the ſtanding 
army, in principle and in habits, not in diſcipline) I ſtill have that con- 
fidence in our army as well as militia, as at preſent conſtituted, that 1 
hope neither are yet ſo eſtranged from a love. of the, Conſtitution, as 
to give any juſt apprehenſion of danger. ; 


Two meaſures have offered themlelves for conſideration, which in- 
aſmuch as they affect the Houſe of Commons merely, come; unqueſtion- 
ably within the province of our county meeting, and cannot by any 
jay Beam oral, be conſtrued to ariſe from improper. motives:— The 
one is to SHORTEN THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS; che 
other, to equalize the repreſentation, which at preſent confeſſedly bears 
no proportion, either to the number of people, the quantum of pro- 
perty, or the proportion of public contribution; nor. does it hold ta 
any rank or deſcription Whatever; but is the mere child of accident or 

ini. e 320 9 0 A 

6 The ople of England, I conceive, have, and always had, a clear, 
unaticaable: indefeaſible right, both to the one and the other, in their 
fulleſt extent, upon a ſtronger ground than that of any Act or Acts of 

Parliament. That „ the Houſe of Commons muſt be free in every 
« circumſtance of its Conſtitution,” is the foundation ſtone of all our 
Government. The ſame right which the people had formerly, and, 
through the bleſſing of God, exerted ſo happily for us, their poſ- 
terity, to have Parliaments FREQUENTLY HOLDEN, when t 
were aggrieved by the Crown's with-holding them, now goes to have 
them FREQUENTLY and EQUALLY CHOSEN, when it appears, 
through the length of the DURATION, and the inequality of the re- 

reſentation, that they are ſtill more aggrieved than they were formerly, 
by the total want of them. —And if this ſhould appear to be the ſenſe 
of a fair majority of the people, collected together, either in countys 
meetings or in any other conſtitutional mode, there can be no doubt, 
but that proper laws will be immediately enacted to reſtore the conſtitu- 
tion to its firſt principles in theſe particulars; for it is not to be pre- 
ſumed, that the preſent defective repreſentation would venture to op- 
poſe the manifeſt ſenſe of thoſe from whom they derive all their autho- 
rity 3 much, leſs that the, Houſe of Lords, conſtituted as it is, or the 
Crown, could be ſo ill-adviſed, as to deny their concurrence and aſſent 
to ſo ſalutary a reform, in a part of the Conſtitution, which more par- 

ticularly belongs to the democracy.———Theſe principles are ſo una ns 
914 5 8 abI 7 
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1 havs the konor to be, with great reſpett and conſideration, 


1 4 C3 OE 
| engray raves in my tid; that 1 hould Hold goal criminal in t 

—— on of tem Ur called for. It will Be för the county to judge 
whicther they will proceed 10 declarztory reflalutions on the fubjeft "of 
them, and then wait tir the ſenſe of "the reſt of thit Kingdom is fo far 
known ; or whether they will be contented finally, without puſhing the 
right of the people to its utmoſt extent, by inſiſting upon an ANNUAL 
ELECTION, and a total shange of the repreſentation, There are 
men, of Whöſe integrity there is but one voice, and whoſe judgment 
deſerves every attention thfoughöut England, who foreſee more incon- 
veniencethan I confeſs I do in the whole extent of theſe propoſitions, 
Beſides," the Eonſequerices of great changes have been in all times, ſo 
Uncertain, that it may be moſt ns to avoid them; eſpecially as, in 
the preſent inftance, 1 am free to'own, that, fo far as Tam capable of 
judging, every end may be obtained by the repeal. of the SE ENN1- 
AL ACT, and à reaſonable addition of county members, chbſen by 
diſtricts; or under ſome regulation, which * ee all neceflary 
expence. But 1 ſhall moſt l ſubſcribe to the diſcrerion ao 
wildom {of the meeting in this, and every other conſideration of ex- 
peciehcy, and I dare rely upon the ae and candour of the county: 
and Committee; that they would put a juſt interpretation oor thee 
berty 1 take, meaning. to aſſume no more than what might become any 
other frecholder; fubmitting my unreferved ſentiments, in the time of 
diſtreſs, to tReir better judgment, as I cannot have the honor of attend- 
ing in perſon; when I might explain myſelf more r upon each 
part, as occaſion might require. I have nothing ſo much at heart as to 
prove the Hicerity and edhſiſtency of my condu upp all occaſions, 

ut moſt" ef all in the cbunty of my reſidence, and among a neigh- 
bourhood Whoſe good opinion muſt in the end make the comfort and 
Rother of my life. eee. Hen e ee 1 n -1 
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Ii estemely ſorry; that it will not be in my power to attend 


the Wiltſhire Committee on Monday next, but Ih pou VL By 
the goodneſs/to make my excuſe to them. I need make no obſervation 
on the very great effects the petitions have already had upon Parliament, 
The numbers who have divided in ſupport of them, numbers ſometimes 
amounting to ia majority, are a clear and undeniable proof, that When 


the 2 have the ſpirit to ſhew themſelves, they never ſhew: theta 
ſelues in vin. ee 184 


4 It is always hazardous to riſk one's credit upo future, e 7. | 

if temperate and-fimple PLANS of ASSOCIATION are adopted, zue 
thoſe plans adhetedto with ſteadineſs in the ſeveral etitioning counties 
and cities, I think it next to impoſſible, that we ſhould not be able to 
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FClarkeseſtreet, St. James's-ſquare, April 8, 1780. 


„ WM 


COTE 8 
rid ourſelves of that overbearing influence of the Crown, which is in 
effect the cauſe of all the grievances we lament. The effects alr dy 
roduced by our exertions, are almoſt incredible, when we conſider 
gies viſionary any man would have been eſteemed ſix months ago, who 
had hoped to aboliſh; by act of Parliament, :ny of the places depen- 
dent upon the civil liſt; but we muſt not forget, that the little we have 
carried, has been carried againſt the effort of the Miniſters, who have 
ſtill the power of the country in their hends, ſo that all hopes of fu- 
ture ſucceſs muſt depend ſolely. upon the exertions of the people. No- 
thing can be more apparent, than that the ſervants of the Crown are 
united in a determination to reſiſt all the objects you have moſt at 
heart =where they fail in ſtrength, they have recourſe to ſtratagem ; 
but neither violence nor ſtratagem, can defeat the wiſhes of the people 
of England, if they will but perſevere in firm temperate meaſures for 
obtaining them. 14 5 1 — ö t A 2 
I T have the honour to be, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
er, Aprit as, 1780. i 8 
Ar 4 Meeting of the Committee of this County, the following let- 
ters from Edmund Burke, Eſq. Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, and the 
Hon. C. J. Fox, Chairman of the Weſtminſter Committee, to Lord Viſ- 
count Mahon, Chairman of this Committee, were-read.'. 
' | «My Lord, N 5 » ; « 1 87 
. & You will be ſo good as to convey my moſt reſpe&ful acknowledge - 
ments to the Committee of the county of Kent, for their favourable ac- 
ceptance of my humble, but well meant endeavours, in a; PLAN OF 
REFORMATION, It is a diſtinction of which I muſt ever be ſenſi- 
ble, to be named with the worthy gentlemen who have merited their 
approbation, upon ſtill better grounds. I have the honor to be, with 
the higheſt regard and eſtemm, Wie Bas 8 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient and humble ſervant, | 
| "on | Fondxns Buxxs, - 
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1 Have the honor of your, Lordſhip's letter, tranſmitting to ms 


the approbation of the Committee of the county of Kent of my condutt 
in the Houſe of Commons. . 125 
The beſt anſwer I can give to your. Lorna, and thoſe reſpec- 
table gentlemen, is to aſſure them that I ſhall ſteadily perſevere in thoſe 
principles which have procured me ſo diſtinguiſhing an —_ 9 
„he Houle of Peers have done that for the Miniſter which he was 
aſhamed or afraid to do himſelf, and rendered my feeble endeavouts te. 
ferve my country ineffectual a bad preſage of their future intentions, 
when REFORMS of greater conſideration may come before them. 
| ' . F 6 g a 8 Nothing 


Se © EB. 
- * Nothing but a firm union of the friends to freedom and the con- 
ſtitution can preſerve our ſinking liberties; I truſt that will prevail 
againſt that corrupt influence which has ſo long operated to the diſgrace 
and ruin of this country. | Roo Re | | 
have the honor to be; with great eſteem, and with my moſt grate- 
ful and reſpettful acknowledgements to the gentlemen of the Com- 
f | Your Lordſhip's ; e's 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, = 
MD EC A: + Putty JsnNixncs CLERKE., 
April 4, 1780. Pa : 11 
"us ke n 

101 S Mr Loss, 2 5 | x. vb” 
© I have the honor of tranſmitting to you 2 
in Weſtminſter-hall on the 6th inſtant, in which you will abſerve, that 

the form of the ASSOCIATION adopted by the city of Weſtminſter 
is nearly ſimilar to that of the county of York. There never was a 
time when union was more neceſlary than the preſent ; as the only hopes 
of thoſe who wiſh-to defeat the wiſhes of the people, are profeſſedly 
founded upon ſuppoſed diſagreements among. the true friends of this 
country. | - 

6 1 thould long ago have tranſmitted to your Committee, liſts of the 
members who have voted in the late important queſtion, but have been 
unable to procure any on which I could depend. That which Was 

rinted in the ne wa- papers was, to my own knowledge, very incorrect. 

cannot cloſe my letter without informing you, that the three follow - 
_ ing reſolution Were agreed to by the Houſe of Commons on the 6th 
2 That it is neceſſary to declare, that the influence of the Crown has 
increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed.” 
That it is competent to this Houſe to examine into, and to correct 
abuſes in the expenditure of the Civil Liſt revenues, as well as in every 
other branch of public revenue, whenever it ſhall' appear expedient to 
the wiſdom of _— 2 n ; Rte e 

« That it is the duty of this Houſe to provide, as far as be, 

immediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in the N 
tions preſented to this Houſe, from the different counties, cities, and 
towns of this kingdom.“ 02, | * 

© The numbers who voted for them were 23g ; againſt them 215; ſo 
that in one of the fulleſt houſes that we have ever known, a compleat 
approbation has been given to the ſentiment of the petitions, with a 

romiſe to attend to their prayers; how that promiſe will be performed, 
it is our duty to watch; if we perſevere in our exertions, I think there 
is little or no doubt of obtaining our objects; but if we are lulled into 
ſecurity by ſucceſs, it is but too probable that the Repreſentatives of the 
people may relapſe into their former inattention to theiriconſtituents, 
I am, my Lord, with great reſpect, your moſt obedient, and» moſt 
humble fervant, | | 1 ive * 1&1 7. 

1 w. C. J. Fox, Chairman; 

St. Fames's-ſtreet, April 10, 176. | "$88, 
Lord Viſcount Manon, Chairman of the Committee of the County of Kent. 

N | Wy | % lt} TONE 

12 2 Oe ET Reſolved, 


a copy of the proceedings 


3 . „ * a. 


of Kent at large. 


- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the fol- 
lowing propoſitions do deſerve the ſteadieſt and watmeſt ſupport of the 
friends of the conſtitutional liberty of this country, and that they are 
highly conducive to the reſtoring the independence of Parliament, and 
to the ſecuring the freedom and rights of the people, via. | 
. 1ſt, The cxconomical reform requeſted by the titions of the peoplez 
that plan of ſtrict and rigid frugality, now indiſpenſibly neceſſary in 
every department of the State; that moſt important regulation for re- 
ducing the unconſtitutional influence of the Crown, _ | 

2dly. The propoſition for 7 a more equal repreſentation in 
Parliament, by the addition of at leaſt one e er. Members to be 
choſen, in a due proportion, by. the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of 
Great Britain. 8 

And gdly. The propoſition for Members of the Houſe of Common 
e to ſerve in Parliament for a term not exceeding THREE 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the ſaid pro- 
poſitions are highly fit to be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the/county 


_ Maxon, Chairmass:: 
King's Head, Glouceſter, March 25, 1780. 8 9 


AT a meeting of the Committee for ſupporting the Glouceſterſhire 
Petition, held this day, 5 | . ; 

Reſolved, That as we think all NATIONAL REFORM ſhould, F 
poſſible, originate from the repreſentatives. of the people, and that, 
therefore, it is incumbent on the elective body, to adopt every conſti- 
tutional means of obtaining a repreſentation on which they can relys 
we conceive that no ſtep will be ſo conduciye to this end, as the A8 
SOCIATION of all free and independent men to ſupport ſuch candi- 
dates only, at all future elections, whole principles or conduct are known 
to be ſuch as will promote the objects of the REFORM. propoſed by 
the Petitioners; and by diſcountenancing expences at elections, 
ſuch candidates who ſhall be found to employ corrupt means to gain 
the ſuffrages of the people. ü | 1 

Reſolved, That we are determined to perſevere unremittingly in ſup- 
port of the petition, and of ſuch legal and conſtitutional meaſures as 
will tend to reſtrain the undue influence of the Crown, and that that 


be 4 principal ahielt of '» GENERAL UNION: AND. ASMOGIS- 
ION. 3 Ho 


Reſolved, That obtaining a law for taking the ſuffrages of the people 
in ſuch a mode as to prevent both expence in elections, and the operas 
tion of undue influence therein, is neceſſary towards ſecuring the free- 
dom of Parliament, and that our members be requeſted to ſupport ſuch 
meaſures in Parliament as tend to ſo deſirable an end. 33 
Reſalued, That our members be requeſted to promote a dili ex- 
amination into all the branches of the receipt, oxpenditure, and mode of 
keeping and paſſing accounts of public money, in order to obtain the 
plan 1 REF QRM requeſted by the petitions of the people. 


. J. W. Js*50n; Secretary. 
1159120 * 1 - ; 
1418 ; R 4 . ; 13 4 
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At the adjourned General Meeting for the county of Glouceſter, on 
Tueſday the 18th of April, 17 %%/%ñ moon 
2 3 athott 3; Sir.G, O. Pau, Bart. in the Chair. n 14 

Whereas at a General Meeting held at the Boothall in this city, on 
the 23th of January laſt, a petition addreſſed to the Honourable the 
Houſe of Commons of Great Britain was agreed to, and afterwards 
ſigned by a moſt reſpect ble body of the freeholders of this county, 
ſtating the dangerous and exhauſted ſtate of the kingdom, and com- 
plai ing of the profuſe expenditure of public money, and that the 
5 had thereby acquired a great and unconſtitutional infuence, 
which; if not checked, might prove dangerous to the” liberties of the 
people; and that as the petitioners conceived the care of the national 
purſe was by the Conſtitution entruſted to the cuſtody of that Honor- 
able Houſe, they therefore prayed effectual and immediate redreſs of the 
abuſes complained of, and that the produce of the taxes might be turn» 
ed from unneceſſary aud corrupt purpoſes, to the uſe of the ſtate. 
And the ſaid petition having, in compliance with. the requeſt of this 
Mecting, been preſented to this Honorable Houſe. by the reprefenta- 
tives of this county, Sir William Guiſe, Bart. one of the repreſenta- 
tives, made his report of the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons 
upon the petitions, and ſtated the votes of Parliament upon the differ- 
ent queſtions agitated therein. 9 ; $0 | | 
This meeting, therefore. conſidering the great importance of the 
"queſtions already carried in favour of their juſt petitions, are deſirou 
to teſtify a grateful ſenſe of the conduct of thoſe independent men, wh 
have ſo noble ſtood forth in defence of the deareſt intereſts of their 
country, in full confidence, that perſcvering with vigor in the ſame lau- 
dable principle, they will not, by future inattention to the truſt repoſed | 
in them, fruſtrate the hopes of a gratefu] people, ' On 
Reſolved unagimouſly,” That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
thoſe worthy Members of the Houſe of Commons who have attended 
to the juſt petitions of the people, truſting they will proceed with zeal, 
- firmneſs.” and judgment, till all ſuch REFORMATION is obtained as 
is confiſtent with public liberty, and the diſtin conſtitutional rights of 
each branth of the legiſlatur e006. VN 
Reſolved, That the thanks of the Meeting be given to Sir George 
Saville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Crew, and others for the different motions 
made by them in favour of the requeſts of the petitions, ; 
Reſolve), That this meeting doth moſt heartily and unanimouſly join 
with the Committee in declaring the entire and zealous approbation 
of the legiſlature of this country, as placed in the free and independent 
eoncurrence of King, Lords, and Commons, in preference to every 
"ether mode of civil government; and anxiouſly wiſh-its bleſſings may 
be continued to the lateſt poſterity in its conſtitutional” purity. But 
apprehending this form of legt ſlation to be at preſent eſſentially vitiated 
by the treature and ofhces of the community being emplpyed by the 
executive to influence the legiſlative authority; by the inequality of 
repteſentation; by the ruih6us Expence of election, and by ſeptennial 
Parliaments, they, therefore, declare their concurrence in the fohlow- 
üng reſolutions of the Committee, tending in the moſt conſtitutional 
manner to promote the/REFORM requeſted by the petitioners, _. 
I. That in order to eſtabliſh national œconomy on à ſolid baſis, all 
ſuch bills ſhould be ſapported in 4 as tend to' regulate the 
2 C ; - 2 manner 


W i \ | 


- 


einern Peſo i e 609 


4 W—_— OW 4 ww $5 La. 


" "2" TR PR. rr 


re) 


manner of mak ing public contracts, the mode of kee _ 00 paſſing 
public accounts, to reduce exorbitant ns 25 ſinecure 
places, and unmerited penſions. wagh e 

II. That they conſider the EQUALIZING THE REPRESEN- 
TATION as indiſpenfibly neceſſary towards reſtoring the Conſtitution 
to its original purity, and therefore do moſt earneſtly recommend to 
the immediate attention of the Legiſlature, the N the ſame 1 


| conſideration. 


III, That they conceive there ariſes great den to the true e lein 
rit of "repreſentation, i in the ruinous expences of elections, whereby men 

f old and reſpectable families, of approved principles and abilities, are 
fr quently deterred from offering their ſervices, and (opulence becoming 
{ndifpenſible) the repreſentation falls a prey to men without. any other 
pretenſions, to the ruin of the morals and, induſtry of the People, and 

the ſubverſion of every juſt motive for determining their choice. 
They therefore recommend to the attention af the Le giſlature, the form. 
ing a law or laws for taking the ſuffrages of the People in ſuch mods 
s to prevent both expence at elections, and the eh of: undue. 1 hh 
1 therein. 


IV. THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THIS MEETING, | 
THAT SHORTENING THE ' DURATION. OF PARLIAMENT 
WILL TEND TO IIS INDEPEXIDANEY.. , 


"OR * Chairman. 


/ 


« woo” 


 powTINGbON, commmres, Para 
Re March go, 1780. 
- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the fulle 
Sade of debate is eſſentially necefſary in Parliament for Th diſcuſſin 
the great and arduous affairs of . theſe kingdoms. | 
" Reſolved, That the late attacks on the perſons of the üb Charles 
Fox and the Earl of Shelburne, on pretext of offence given by words 
ſpoken in Parliament, in the freedom of debate, are highly We Prim 
and deſerve the dig ation of every E rp of an and true love? 
of his country. 
Reſolved, That the a fincere congratulations of this CR 
reſented to the Earl of Shelburne on his recovery from the late wound . 


e received in tonſoquencs''0 of his. vn apy 5 with INDIA 
public cauſe of his country. 1 t 15% „ BA 
Reſolved, That this Committee will eee e in 
3 Cm n dit pe eng, 
Reſolved, That, in order to forward ſuch ſalutary purpoſes, ws it is the 
opinion of this Committee, that A GENERAL ALG ann 
as . .es (homey. 
e *% x | 10 , 05 Hr | TPY 785 3 Ax 
& 4 e 2nd 21d Inge of eee boi 


ort of the Petitions, and of ſuch meaſures as ou tend to reduce: 
wy Ne Da oe is r, 


3 „ 
We boy in, i eee e ee 27 eee eee 
At a meeting the moft numerous ever known in the County-Hall, at 
Huntingdon, the following ann LINES . 

Fo OF ASSOCIATION . 
was unanimouſly agreed toy and ſubſcribed by the Nobility, Gentlemen, 
| Clergy, 9 preſent. e . 5 0 | 


/ Whereas the trade and manufaftures of this kingdom have been 
tly diminiſhed ; the price of land fallen; the national debt has 
£4 enormouſly increaſed, and the public burdens grievouſly augment- 
ed by the annual impoſition of new and additional taxes, And whereas 

it appears to us, and it has been reſolved, after mature deliberation, b 
the Houſe of Commons, that the influence of the Crown is increaſed, 
& increaſing and 'ought to be diminiſhed,” And whereas, in times o 
national difficulty ling diſtreſs, a juſt redreſs of grievances can only be 
expected from a free and uncorrupted Parliament, and meaſures tending 
in a legal and peaceful way to reſtore the freedom of Parliament, cannot 
be ly ſupported but by a GENERAL UNION of independent 
men throughout the kingdom. LS OM ai ; 
Wie, whoſe names are under-written, conſidering that nothing can more 
directly tend to alleviate the public burdens, and to reſtore the JO 
of Parliament, than an acohomical reform in the expenditure of public 
money; and being further convinced, that frequent elections are agreeable 
to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, and the beſt ſecurity which the People 

can have for the integrity of their repreſentatives. x 

And conſidering alſo, that the repreſentation of the People in Par- 
liament is apportioned without any regard to numbers, or property, in- 
ſomuch that decayed and indigent boroughs, return as many members as 
the largeſt and moſt opulent counties, whence ſupport may be obtained 
for the meaſures of any Adminiſtration, though contrary to the general 


% 


> of the nation; | 


: ere "oe bs 44: e e 
__ aſt, To the æconomical reform requeſted by the Petitions of the Peo- 
ple, as the moſt adequate means to reduce that influence of the Crown, 
which the Houſe of Commons have declared has increaſed, Efe. | 
3nd ought to. be diminiſhed, 
- 24, To the SHORTENING THE DURATION OF PARLIA- 
gd, Fo the propoſition for obtaining A MORE EQUAL REPRE- 
SENTATION- OF THE, PEOPLE: oO 
And in order more effectually to promote that reformation, which we 
conceive eſſential to the public welfare, we do reſolve, jointly and ſe- 
Verally, to ſupport theſe neceſſary regulations to the utmoſt of hs | 
power, oy every meaſure which may be perfectly agreeable to law 


* 


tin. 


Aſter which the following reſolution was propoſed, and alſo una- 
nimouſly ag reel to, is. | | | ET Wy 

« Reſolved, That the Committee of Correſpondence be ap ointed a 
Committee of ASSOCIATION, and be empowered to add to their 


* 


| number, and to ſend Deputies to meet the Deputies from the other Aſ- 
„ \ . 5 | ſociations : 


TT OO e eee ee 


irrer eee 


| | - [466173 | of 

ſociations; and to take all ſuch legal and conſtitutional meaſures as to 

the Committee ſhall appear moſt expedient for promoting the objefts, of 

this Aflociation. gs: 1 25 
s 14 * gere! R. BexxARD, Chairman, 


: DERBY, March go, 1780. 

AT a numerous and reſpectable meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, 
and Frecholders of the county of Derby, the following Petition to 
Parliament was unanimouſly, agreed to 7 

To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled. - 
The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of 


1 


That the many burdens which your Petitioners, and the kingdom — 


1 **. 


gant and unmerited penſions, ſinecures, and. inefficient places; which 


ceſſary vigour, | 0 1g 

The decreaſe of our commerce, the fall of rents, the diſtreſs of our 
manufacturers, are evils which every individual muſt feel, who is not 
loſt to all ſenſe of his own ſituation, and to all feeling of the common 
calamity ; and thoſe evils, we apprehend, can 1 remedied by a 


careful attention to the management of the public treaſure. 


Your Petitioners, therefore, appealing tothe juſtice of this honorable 
Houſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt (both for the relief of the ſubje& aud 
the ſecurity. of the Conſtitution) that. effectual menus may. be taken, 

1 


FF cc 


national advantage, and to ſuch purges only for which they were 
granted; that ſuch regulations may take place as ſhall bring the public 
expenditure, and all unreaſonable contracts, to a 5 and ſtrict ac. 
count; and that an effectual plan may be adopted for the reduction 4 
all exorbitant emoluments, and the abolition. of all ſinecure places a 

unmerited penſions ; that the preſent and att future miniſters may by 
ſuch means be deprived. of the power of improper influence, fatally de- 
trimental to the intereſts of the People. 325 R 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. | 5 ; | N 

0 3 : 755 ; " | | 

After which the following reſolutions were alſo unanimouſly agreed, 

to, viz, ; FS ' ; | e 1 : 

Reſol ved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to his Grace the 
Duke of Rutland, his Grace the DUKE OF PORTLAND, the Right 


Hon, Lord de Ferrars, and others, for ſignifying {by letter or otherwiſe} - _ . 


their approbation of this meeting, | 
| Pr | 85 Reſolved, 


- Fg — 
* 


15 
of 


Ker L 4 1 
© Reſolved; That the thanks of this meeting be given to thoſe members 


ty ks. 1 ak A A (Signed) , Nicer B. GRrESLEY.. 
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Hs” AT. meeting of Naw Agr ee >: county,” held at the Roſe 


Tavern, Cambridge, April 1, 1780, the following reſolutions were una- 
nimouſly agreed to, 5 2 v2 | £0 


.. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that Petitions to 
Parliament are the ancient and undoubted right of the People of Eng- 
land. That every method taken to repreſent the preſent peaceable and 
conſtitutianal Petitions of the People, as originating in diſaffection to 


WARS, $434 4. 


the Conſtitution, or tending. to promote diſſenſion in the ſtate, is a dar- 


g violation of chat right, and an unmerited calumiiy on the intentions 

thoſe Who have ſupported then. bh 
" Reſolyed, That the chairman of this Committee be 'requeſted to ex- 
ſs to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne the great concern which 
is Committee felt at the danger to which à life ſo valuable as his 
ne expoled, in conſequence of nals 0 
port of the RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE in Parhament, againſt the 


undue influence of the Crown and the Extravagatit profulion' of the pub- 
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At a meeting of the Gentry Clergy, and Freehalders of the county 


of Cambridge, held by adjournment on April 40, 780, the following 

paper was fee rede. e 
4 meu, 2 1 a 8 r >. +2 T 4 4 4+ 1 20 

' Whereas the Committee appointed at the laſt county meeting ff 

effectually promoting the object of the Petition to Parliament then 


. 
* 73 : 


43 5 : * 1 
39 15 i G ö eee hat 0 


X + 


agreed to, and for preparing a Plan of ASSOCIATION, on legal and 
_ conſtitutional grounds, to ſupport that LauDantsE 3 and ſuch 


ther meaſures as may conduce to RESTORE THE FREEDOM OF 

ARLIAMENT, have received authentic information that the general 
allegation of the. ſaid petition, and of many other petitions, from vari- 
ous counties, cities, and boroughs, reſpe@ing the influence of the ex- 
ecutive power over the Re reſentatives of the People, hath been taken 


into conſideration, and admitted by the honorable the Commons of 


Great Britain in Parliament affembled, as juſt and well founded; And 
Whereas the ſaid Commons have reſolved, that the increaſed and in- 
creaſing influence of the Crown (or in words to that effett] ought to be 
ee, Rn LG I GAA 
And whereas this very important reſolution of the ſaid Commons; 
'Was followed by other reſo}utions tending. to a laudable Reform in the 
expenditure of public money, and to eſtabliſh the independence f Par- 
kament on the moſt laſting foundations; the Committee taking theſe 
and other circumſtances into their moſt ſerious conſideration, and being 


Adueſirous of ſhewing all proper reſpect to the deliberations, and of plac- 
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y ars by t. 2 healing or 
_ diviſions, 4 confirming our confidence in their integrity ; will conſpire 


from that corrupting influence which foret 


{4 J 
ing a due reliance on the diſcretion and integrity of the Repreſentatives . 
of the People, do for theſe reaſons decline for the preſent propoſing any 
Plan of Affociation, ſincerely truſting that the Houſe of Commons, having 
made ſo noble a beginning, will be animated with a zeal to perſevere, in 
deſerving the higheſt confidence, and the warmeſt thanks of their conſti- 
tuents and fellow - ſubjects. „ | 
The Committee are thoroughly ſenſible, - that, from the viciſſitudes 
incident to all human eſtabliſhments, the civil Conſtitution of this 
country hath ſuffered, in the courſe of leſs than a century, fome change, 
and that it doth at preſent ſtand in need of ſome reform; but whether 
that reform may be beſt accompliſhed by recurring to triennial Parlia- 
ments, by disfranchifirlg the leſſer boroughs, by increaſing the number 
of the knights of the ſhires, by regulating the expenditure of the pub. 
lic money, or by other means, they do not at preſent think proper to 
feckurs their opinion, being perſuaded that the Commons of Great Bri- 
in in Parliament aſſembled, having fignified their inclination to make 
a reform, do not ſtand in need of being inſtructed in the way of doing 


it, | 5 | 
The Committee being actuated by the moſt unfeigned regard for the 


Conſtitution of their country, feel a ſatisfaction which cannot be ex- 
fled in hoping that the Repreſentatives of the People, called upon as 
te e voice of the People, will unite in healing our intern 


as zealouſly in protecting the prerogative of the Crown from all at- 
tempts to leſſen it, as in protecting the repreſentation of the Peopl 

| "a the ruin of the Conſti- 
tution, and which they in their wiſdom have already folemaly reſolve 
ought to be diminiſh | 3 e ne 


we Z 


4 


Alter which the following reſolution was unanimouſly agreed to: 


Reſolved, That the fincereſt thanks of this General Meeting be giyen 
to the two hundred and thirty-three members of the Houſe of Commons 
who compoled the majotity on the three following reſolutions of that IF 


Houſe on the 6th inſt. 


1ſt, That it is neceſſary to declare, that the influence of the Crown 


has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. 


2d, That it is competent to the Houſe of Commons to examine into 
and to correct the abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt reven 
whenever it ſhall ſeem expedient to the wiſdom of this Houſe ſo to do, 

3d, That it is the duty of the Houſe of Commons to provide, as far 
as may be, an immediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſes complained . 
of in the Petitions preſented from the different counties, cities, and 
towns of this Kingdom, 5 1 

— — 

A 8 Suildliall, London, April 3, 2789. 
Committee of Common · Council for correſponding with the Committees 


appointed or to be appointed by the ſeveral counties, cities, and boroughs 
in this kingdom. v | 


_ Reſolved, That this Committee doth approve and adopt a Plan of 
ASSOCIATION ſimilar to that rr — 12 


_ 


98 | [4] | 
A Common-Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the 
City of London, on April 9, 1980, | Sy 4 
Notice having been taken by a member of this Court of the danger 
the life of the Earl of Shelburne had been expoſed to, in conſequence 
of his upright and ſpirited conduct in Parliament, the following letter 
was unanimouſly agreed to. | 


I 


Mr Loan, e 5 6 | 5 
The Lord Mayor, Aldlermen, and Common Council of the city af 
London, take the earlieſt opportunity of their meeting to congratulate 

your Lordſhip on your recovery. 8 5 7 

© This city feels a peculiar degree of gratitude and affection to your 
Lordſhip on account of the conſtant aſſiſtance which you have afforded 
_ her, whenever the property or 223 of this Corporation have 
| been attacked, or her motives miſrepreſented ; but in the preſent com- 
| pliment ſhe only joins with the public in exprefling anxiety for the pre- 
lervation of a molt, valuable life, endangered in conſequence of a par- 
liamentary exertion of public virtue. 5 e api 
The noble and manly proof which your Lordſhip has given, in your 
letter to the coutity of Wilts, of your decided concurrence in the un- 
doubted RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE To SHORTEN PARLIA- 
MENTS, and' the NECESSITY of a MORE EQUAL REPRESEN- 
TATION, cannot but increaſe our regard, eſteem, and confidence; and 
your Lordſhip, in your further proſecution of thoſe great conſtitutional 
objects, rr ®ue end on the moſt firm and determined ſupport from 
the city of 1 EEE. I : 1348 $3 - 5 | - 

After which the following relolutions were propoſed, and, alſo una- 
OE oo, Go EE 8 3 
25 Reſolved, That the thanks of this Court be given to Joh Dunning, | 
Eſq. for having moved, in a Committee of the Houſe: of Commons, on 
the 6th inſt. That the influence of the Crown has increaſed, is in- 
« creaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed.” “ | 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Court be given to Thomas Pitt, 
' Eſq. for having moved, in a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, on 
the 6th inſt. That it is the duty of this Houſe to provide, as far as 
& may be, an immediate and efeftual redreſs of the abuſes complained of 
© in the Petitions preſented to this Houſe from the counties, cities, and 


_ &,towns in this kingdom,” 
A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the 
City of London, on April 1g, 1780. 1 13 


Mr. Remembrancer acquainted this Court, that he had waited on the 
Earl of Shelburne with a letter agreed to on the 9th inſt, and on John 

Dunning, Eſq. and Thomas Pitt, Eſq. with the thanks of this Court, 
agreed to the ſame day; that he had ſince received the following anſwers, 
which were ſeverally read. | | e 

: OT. KN: 29%. 1393. n . ; 289.4 125 3 


* 
* 


C 6 1 


he 1255 | | f 
| To the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of: the city of Landon, 
ce 7 5 e eee 1 . 
ter My Lon and GenTLeman, 1 e 
I eſteem myſelf highly honored by the diſtinion conferred upen me 
by your letter of the qth inſtant. . The line of my life has been always 
devoted to the Public. The; ſupport of the city of London is the moſt 
af honorable incentive I am — of feeling, as well as the ſtrongeſt 


te preſervative againſt deſpondency. 8 0 12 rf 
The propoſals for SHORTENING THE DURATION OF PAR- 
ur LIAMENTS, and towards EQUALIZING THE REPRESENTA- | 


ed TION, now before the Public, will certainly meet my zealous concur- 
ve rence, whenever they ſhall appear to be the public ſenſe. My principles 
n. do not lead me to 8 political opinion of any man or body 
Co of men; but I have conſidered it as an indiſpenſible duty to omit. no 
r= occaſion of declaring my own in the moſt explicit manner at this junc- 

ture. | 3 TOW. f 
ur My opinion of the RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE is unalterahle. Iam 


a farther convinced of the preſent expediency of both propoſals, The ob- 
. ſtinate and artful oppoſition of Miniſtry to every ſubſtantial propoſition, 
Vo perſiſt in devoting means, entruſted for very oppoſite purpoſes, to 
d this pernicious one, has occaſioned ſuch fluftuating diviſions, as preclude' 
al any ſyſtem, or the hope of any plan of ſubſtantial reform, being carried 
= into fair execution; ſome interpoſition is therefore nbceſlary ; and as it 
| is univerſally acknowledged, that the approaching election has a conſi- 
derable influence on the members who now ſupport the Petitions'of 
Is the People, and as the county members are underſtood to have voted, 
2 for the moſt part, uniformly on the ſame ſide, nothing appears to my 
mind ſo natural or ſo reaſonable as to follow where Fat gn rinciples 
„lead, by defiring that Parkaments may be ſhortened, an equitable" addition 
| or ſubſtitution be made of county members, which may be appointed to be 
4 choſen by diſtricts, or in ſome other mode, to render all undue influence 
nugatory. : : 

And lt muſt be highly ſatisfatory to every lover of quiet, as well as 
of the Conſtitution, to reflect, that ſo wiſe has been the original framer 
of our Government, as to furniſh from within itſelf theſe principles, 
by recurring to which every fundamental way be ſecured without riſqu- 
ing any novelty whatever, and a FREE PARLIAMENT obtained, 
through whoſe medium alone we can recover our weight in Europe, 
avert freſh calamities from abroad, and without further delay fix on ſome 
, adequate plan for reſtoring union throughout our diſtracted empire, ag 

1 Meer | $29! | 9 
; far as paſt infatuation will admit. e 
p L carfieſtly pray, that God may diſpoſe, the minds of every part of 
the Conſtitution, ſpeedily to acquieſce under the public ſenſe, and beg 


„ 


8 leave toaſſure you, that I have the honor to be, with the higheſt conſis 

; | deration pea, * e n 2 22 s ne x 

5 My Lord and Gentlemen, 1 „ 

1 5 8 r ; | * = " 5 ; ts > 1 7 n 6% 
+. ©  - Your obliged and faithful humble ſervant. 

47 . ß  SHSARURERG 
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5 WH 
T7» Remembrancer of the city of Lenden. 
W | 


Jam to defire the favor of you to convey to the Court of Common 


Council my acknowledgement of the honor they have done me by their 
unanimous reſolution, importing their thanks to me for having moved 
in a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, that the influence of the. 
Crown has increaſed, is 4 2 ought to be diminiſhed.” 

Be fo gbod as to affur 172 of the juſt ſenſe I entertain of the value 
of their approbation of any part of my public condutt; and, upon the 
preſent occaſion, to congratulate them in my name on the ſucceſs of the 
motion, by which the Houſe of Commons ought to conſider itſelf ag 

pledged to follow the principle they have eſtabliſed to jts proper con: 


| | dur very humble ſervant, ' 
„„ , inte: 


boy ym ppt" 1 
A 1 11, 178 | 1 
i * 4334 5 | 3 5 1 " * — ” , 5 


T Peter Roberts, Eſq, Remembrijicer of the city of Lenden. 
| Sing I OR Hd ca » LOT ies t/a 
I m very ſorry I was abſent from home when you gave yourſelf the 
trouble of calling upon me this morning, to communicate to me the re- 
 folution which paſſed ui the Guildhall on the 7th inſt, relative to the 
propofition I = = my duty to move in the Houſe of Commons on 
the reccdin WS 1 Is pig 9 : 
1 you wall expreſs the high ſenſe I entertain of the honor done 
me, in fo; flattering a teſtimony from the Lord Mayor and Common 
. Gouncil of che city of London. The weak exertions of an uncon- 
nelted individual are greatly gverpaid in having attracted the attention 
and approbation of ſorefpeRtable a body rr 
a, . Sd 
-* "Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| __  Tuomas Pirr. 
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* Aprit x0, 1980. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the 
The Committee appointed by this Court, the zoth of February laſt, 
wo. cyregſdays. with: the. Commietara oppointod, or to he appyinted, by the 
| ſeveral counties, cities, and boroughs, i 


ies, 4 | in this 3 Yo this day 
deliver into this Court a report in writing, under their hands, with a 
| . FORK OF "XSSOCIATION annexed, which were read in theſe 
| wo : * r # £ 0 f - A p 


© * 
* 


To the 1196 . the L 8 Mayor, 3 and Commons of the. city of 
De e e 


We whoſe wumes are ſubſcribed, your Committee, 
honoraþle Court, the 19th of February laſt, to correſpo 


mittees 
OT 


op. inted bo this 


2 


- 


4 r „ 
ittees appointed, or to be appointed, by the ſeveral counties, cities,” 
— bes in. this a certify, that having received a letter 
from Mr. Wukam 797 jun, clerk to the Vork Committee, incloſing 
a FORM OF ASSOCIATION, agreed to by the ſaid Committee, the 


'28th of March laſt, to be recommended to the General meeting of the 


county of York, your Committee have taken ſuch Plan of Aſſociation- 
into conſideration, and having made ſome alterations therein do approve 
and adopt the ſame as altered, which plan they have hereunto annexed; 
and your ſaid Committee beg leave to recommend the ſame to this ho- 
norable Court, as the moſt proper and eligible plan that-ean be laid 
down for the purpoſe therein intended; and further, your Committee 
are of opinion, that copies thereof ſhould be circulated throughout the | 
kingdom, and that the citizens of London in particular be invited to 
ſubſcribe their names to ſuch Plan, which ſhould be left at ſome conve- 
nient place or places for that purpoſe. „ | 

And your Committee further beg leave to recommend to this hono- 


rable Court a reſolution which they have lately come to, 


„THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THIS COMMITTEE, 
„ THAT ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, OR MORE OFTEN IF 
« NEED BE, ARE THE UNALIENABLE RIGHT OF THE 
% PEOPLE OF ENGLAND; AND OUGHT TO BE OBTAINED 
« IN PREFERENCE TO ANY LONGER PERIO D.“ 


| . Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court doth agree with the Commit- 


ee in their ſaid report, and approve and adopt the FORM OF ASSQ- 
LATION therein recommended, -. , | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Form of Aſſociation be recommended to the 
Citizens of the city of London, as a proper and neceſſary Plan for them 
to ſubſcribe and enter into, for effecting the ſalutary purpoſes mentioned 
in ſuch Aſſociation, and that it be left at the Town<clerk's office, to 
give the ſaid Citizens an opportunity of ſigning the ſam e. 
y A member preſented to this Court an extract of a Letter from the 
late Earl of C to the late Earl Temple, dated April 19, 1994, 


which was read, and ordered to be entered in the Journal of this Court, 


as follows. | 
« Allow-a ſpeculator, in a great chair, to add, that a Plan for mor 
EQUAL REPRESENTATION, by additional Anights of the Shir 


ſeems highly ſeaſonable; and to SHORTEN THE DURATION O 


ARLLAMENTS not leſs ſo. If your Lordſhip ſhould approve, could 
Lord. Lyttelton's caution be brought to taſte thoſe ideas, we ſhould take 

ſton of ſtrong ground, let who will decliue to follow us. One line 
men, I am aſſured, will e. and a teſpectable weight of 
law,—S: quid noviſti rectius iſtis candidus imperti.“ e 5 
Reſolved, That the Committee appointed the 10th of February laſt, 
for correſponding with the Committees appointed, or to be appointed, by 
the ſeveral counties, cities, and boroughs 1a the kingdom, be continued 
as a Committee of ASSOCIATION, to carry on the neceflary correſ- 


pondence, and promote, by every legal means, the objects of ſuch Aſſo- 


. 
* = 
. * 
5 1 


DEvON. 


f 717 PTY 
ö 8 I RY . . DEVONSHIRE, April 4, 1780. as be * 
Arz meeting of the Committee, this day held, the following reſo- 


* 
* 


2 lutions were agreed to. 3 #13 | 
+ _ _ Reſolved, That obtaining a law for taking the ſuffrages of the People 
in ſuch a mode as to prevent both expence in elections and the opera- 
ix tion of undue influence therein, is neceſſary towards ſecuring the freedom 
EkReſolved, That it is Fe HT that a diligent examination ſhould be 
made into all the branches of the receipt, expenditure, and mode of 
keeping and paſſing accounts of public money, in order to obtain the 
„ Fan of Reform requeſted by the Petitions of the People. e 
Wd Reſolved, That we think it expedient, that there be ſent to the 
- Houſe of Commons, in addition to the preſent repreſentatives of coun- 
ties, a number. of members, not leſs than one hundred, to be. choſen 
in a due proportion, by the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of Great 
Britain. TD " WI | „ 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to EDMUND 
BURKE, Efq. for the very ſalutary and meritorious plan ſubmitted by 
him to the Houſe of Commons, the 11th of February laſt, Hes 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes of Parliament, who have moved and given their 
g 2 concurrence and ſupport to the motions made and bills brought in to 
prevent the profuſe expenditure of public money, and to reduce the un- 
| Ive influence of the Crown, 5 13 „ 
Reſolved, That this meeting do preſent their congratulations to the 
Earl of Shelburne on his recovery, and to expreſs the great concern 
which they have felt for the danger to which he has been lately ex- 
pPeoſed, in conſequence of his upright and ſpirited conduct in Parlia- 


— 
* 


Neſolved, That it be recommended to ſuch gentlemen of this county, 
who are members of the Houſe of Commons, that they do give the 
l | moſt diligent attendance to their duty in Parliament, upon the important 
} - þufigeſs now depending, and particularly to the ſeveral Bills moved by 
= r. BURK} for a PUBLIC REFORM, and that they uſe their — 4 
endeavors to SHORTEN Tn DURATION. OF PARLIAMENT. 


. Reſolved, That this Committee do ſend Deputies, to confer from 
time to time with ſuch members as may be deputed from other Com- 
mittees; upon the moſt effectual mode of ſupporting the obje&s of the 
- Petitions, on legal and conſtitutional ground, and of reſtoring the due 
Freedom of Parliament. „„ N 


1 
[0 o . . . 
o . 1 : 
- * : * 


| The following letter was laid before the Committee. 
Lord Shelburne preſents his compliments to Sir Cecil Wray, Mr, 
Brand Hollis, and Dr. Jebb. The honorable mention and approbation 
1 & given by the Weſtminſter Committee to his conduct in Parliament, and 
| © their late obliging expreſſions concerning his health affect him in a du 
| 
| 


G24 
a * J 1 8 Ny | | | . ” R 4 430 
3 * „S TNMINSsTER, April 5, 4980. | | 


ſenſible manner. He begs permiſſion to ſay he was ſtill more flattere 
when he found them communicated to him by a deputation of gentle- 
„ 8 25 Fi 1 * s 4 wie. 3 . l | x 5 5 men, 
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journed General Meeting of the City and Liberties of Weſtminſter, be 


f 


1 ] 

men, for whoſe character, zeal, and honourable intentions he has bee 

uſed to bear ſo high a reſpect; he begs that they will have the goodneſs 
to aſſure the Committee, as his beſt return to their attentions towards 
him, that his ſervices and life will always remain devoted tothe public, 
and that he has no ther aim and wiſh than to perſevere in a conduct 
which has merited their thanks. Es 
- © Berkeley-ſquare, March 28. 


Honorable C. J. FOX, in the Chair, 


| Reſolved, That the FORM OF ASSOCIATION agreed to by the 
COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, be ſubmitted to the ad- - 


now read. hs 82 | 7 
{ The. Form of Aſſociation and fix firſt Reſolutions are the ſame as thoſe of 
Ter. ä | 


| Reſolved, that the inhabitants paying taxes to Government, whe 
live in the ſuburbs of the city and liberties of Weſtminſter, viz. in ſuc 
ſtreets, ſquares, or pms as are adjacent to or in the neighbourhood 
of the ſaid city and liberties, and not within the city or liberties of Lon- 
don, be admitted to accede to this Aſſociation. * nw 
$46 4K — | ; _ "tt 
tak de _ King's- Arms Tavern, April 18, 1780. | 
It appearing to this Committee, among other grievances eſtabliſhed _ 
by thoſe acts which prolonged the DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS- 
beyond their conſtitutional period, that it is a hardſhip both on the 
conſtituent and repreſentative 2 that no member, however deſirous, 
can vacate his ſeat in Parliament, however unable he may become ts 
attend his duty and execute the truſt repoſed in him, without having 
recourſe to the ſubterfuge of applying for a nominal place; and it ap- 
ing that the Miniſter's power, in molt caſes, to grant or refuſe ſuck. 
application, forms a part of that unconſtitutional influence of which 
the petitions of the people complain, and which Parliament has © nom. 
declared ought to be diminiſhed,” . Br; 
_ Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the reſolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons on the 6th of April, viz. That it is neceſſary 
to declare, that the influence of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſing, 
and ought to be diminiſhed :** That it is competent to that Houſe to 
examine into and correct abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt reve- 
nues, as well as in every other branch of the public revenue, wheneverit 
ſhall. appear expedient to the wiſdom of that Houſe fo to do;“ and 
* That it is the duty of that Houſe to provide, as far as may be, an im- 
mediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in the peti- 
tions preſented to that Houſe from the different counties, cities and 
towns of this kingdom ;” form a ſolemn pledge to the conſtituents, that 
they will unremittingly perſevere in procuring ſolid and ſubſtantial re- 
arels to the various'grievances of the people of England. | BE 
' Refolved, That a Sub-Committee be appointed, conſiſting of ning 
perſons, to conſider of and form upon conſtitutional grounds ſuch _ 
proper plan for taking the ſuffrages of the people at the election of 
their repreſentatives in Parliament, as may prevent as much as poſlibla 


bribery and undue influence in the electors and the elected. 4 
* | = Ke, 


1 


| L $0 ] | 7; 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to John Bun- 
ning, ve for the · ſeveral ſalutary and conftitutional motions made by 
bim in the Houſe of Commons, aſſerting the right of that Houſe to 
controul the expenditure of the public revenue in all its branches, tend- 
ing to the immediate redreſs of the grievances complained of in the pe- 
titions of the people, to diminiſh the corrupt influence of the Crown, 

fo fatally 3 in that Houſe, and ts RESTORE THE FREE- 

- DOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. | 

' Reſolved, That copies of the FORM OF ASSOCIATION, agreed 
— by the General Meeting of this city and liberties do lie at the follow- 
i ing places, to receive the ſignature of ſuch of the inhabitants of this 
city and liberties, and of the ſuburbs thereof, as ſhall think proper to 

fſign the ſame. | | al 

' Brawn's-Head, Bond-ſtreet, King's-Arms Tavern, Palace-Yard, 
> «mg Freemalon's Tavern, Great-Queen-ſtreet, Lincoln's-Inn- 

ields. | s 

Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn to Tueſday next, at eleven 


clock in the forenoon. n | 
YE J | | C. J. Fox, Chairman. 
N | | : . Id. WO 4 


St Alban's Tavern, April 7, 1780. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman be deſired to acquaint the 
Earl of Shelburne with the ſtrong ſenſe that this Committee entertaing 
of the manly ſupport which his Lordſhip has always given, to the cauſe 
' of the people; and at the ſame time, to exprels the great concern which 
they have lately felt at the danger to which fo valuable a_life has been 
_ . _ expoſed, in conſequence. of the faithful ayd ſpirited diſcharge of his 
ty as a peer in Parliament. es Fs ror Lok 
. Refolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Committee be given 
to John Dunning, Eſq. for his conſtitutional ſupport of the RIGHTS 
OF THE PEOPLE at all times, and particularly for having brought into 
immediate conſideration their petitions. . | 
_ Reſolved, that the thanks of this Committee be given to the 293 
Members of the Houſe of Commons who comp ed the majority on 
the three following reſolutions of that Houſe on the 6th inſtant, viz. 
1, That it is neceſſary to declare, THAT THE INFLUENCE OF 
IHE CROWN HAS INCREASED, IS INCREASING, AND 
OUGHT TO BE DIMINISHED. .'\. . e 
ad, That it is competent to the Houſe of Commons to examine into, 
and to correct the abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt revenue, 
as well as in every other branch of the public re venue, whenever it ſhall 
feem expedient to the wiſdom of the Houſe ſo to do. 1 Io | 
zd, That it is the duty of the Houſe of Commons to 974 as 
ſar as may be, an immediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſes com- t 
plained of in the petitions preſented from the different counties, cities, 0 
and towns in this kingdom. 3 r 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that à general 
union amongſt thoſe perſons who have ſhewn themſelves friends to 
public economy, and the reduction of the UNCON een 
| | > | | 
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the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATiO 


| * 
1 A | L 8-1 Fecal Ars 
AND - ENORMOUS. INFLUENCE: OF THE CROWN, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary towards forming A PLAN OF ASSOCIATION to 
carry the object of the petition into effect. $64 | $ 
Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the beſt and. 
moſt likely method of preſerving UNION among the friends of this 
country is that of conſidering the avowed object of their portion pe 
eradicating the cauſe of corruption, originating in the undue influence 
of the Crown, and eſtabliſhing public economy, as the firſt and im- 
mediate object of their conſideration and purſuit, . _ 5 
Reſolved, That a PLAN OF ASSOCIATION be prepared to be 
ſubmitted to the County Meeting, at Epſom, on Friday the 14th in- 
ſtant, | ? s 7 


| 8 Francis Vincent, Chairman. 

[ The. Plan of Aﬀſociation and the frſt four Reſolutions are the ſame with 
thoſe of York, | 7 3 | 6 | is 
5. Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction of this Meeting to the Com- 
mittee now appointed, to endeavour, as ſoon as may be convenient, to 
rocure a general deputation from all ſuch petitionin bodies as ſhall: 
favs ASSOCIATED for the purpoſe of obtaining a redreſs of the na- 
tional grievances, tobe held in the city of London; ſuch deputation hav- 
ing full power and authority from their reſpective Committees to con- 
ſult and determine upon a GENERAL UNION in ſuch conſti- 
tutional meaſures as ſhall to them appear neceſlary for the attainment of 
the object. 0 g 
6. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Gen- 
tlemen Who compoſed the Committee for this county, for the diligence 
and wiſdom with which they have conducted the important buſineſs re- 


| ferred to them by the General Meeting of the county. 


7. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be giveit to the 
Chairman. | vol DOES 
8. Reſolved, That this Meeting be * ſubject to a call by, 4 


Francis Vincent, Chairman. 25 
FF 
I Oo 
Whereas there hath been this day tranſmitted to this Committee, from 
the general Meeting of Deputies, appointed by the ſeveral petitioning 
counties, cities and towns, a copy of their refolves, containing pro- 


777 for a GENERAL PLAN OF ASSOCIATION, and alſo a 
EMORIAL juſtifying the ſaid propoſitions. | 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Committee are of opinion that the 
ſaid reſolves are formed upon good policy for bringing all the ſaid peti- 
pms. counties, cities, and towns, and others which have not petition- 
ed Parliament for a redreſs of national grievances, into that well com- 
pacted union, which cannot fail of giving ſucceſs in the end to the 
Prayers of the people, by repairing the injuries which this Conſtitution. 

ath ſuffered, and by eradicating from it that dangerous influence of the 
Crown, which hath nearly ſapped 3 | 77 4 


— 4 - 4 9 1 


ES VVV 
And whereas it is requeſted by the ſaid meeting of ies, that 
this, as well as any other Committee, would take the moſt effectual 

means: for circulating their ſaid memorial through the kingdom, b 

which they truſt all men will be impreſſed with the propriety of th 
' meaſures which they have propoſed. | | 
| _ Reſolvedunanimouſly, That the thanks of this Committee be given to 
Sir Robert Smyth, Bart. R. Muilman Trench Chiſwell, Eſq. and Ri- 
chard Baker, Eſq. the Deputies from this Committee to the General 
meeting of Deputies; for their faithful execution of the important truſt 
repoſed in them, and their rate and judicious condutt in ſupport of 
the opinions of the Committee, 5 8 321 
Reſolved, that the moſt ſincere congratulations of this Committee be 
preſented to the Earl of Shelburne, on his recovery from the late 
wound he received in conſequence of his ſupporting with becoming 
ſpirit the public cauſe of his country, 1 | | 
_ » "Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to John Lu- 
ther, Eſq, our worthy Repreſentative in Parliament, and to the 23g 
other Members, including the Teller, for the votes they gave in the 
Houſe of Commons, on Thurſday the 6th of April, upon the Reſolu- 
tion moved by John Dunning, Eſq. 4 That the influence of the Crown 
* , 755 Roß EAT SMYTH, Chairman. 


„ BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COMMITTEE. 
„ Sͤtar and Garter, Pall Mall, April 10, 1780. 
- .. Reſolved; unanimouſly, Whereas during the preſent expenſive and 
unfortunate war, the trade, manfactures, and land-rents of this king- 
dom, have been greatly diminiſhed : the public burdens-grievouſly aug- 
mented by the annual impoſition of new and additional taxes; the na- 
tional debt enormouſly increaſed, and the undue influence of the Crown 
extended to. an alarming degree, by thoſe very circumſtances which 
threaten the utter impoveriſhment of this country; and whereas in 
theſe times of national difficulty and diſtreſs, a juſt redreſs of grievances 
can only be expected from a free and uncorrupted Parliament, and mea- 
ſures tending in a legal and peaceful way, to reſtore the FREEDOM 
OF PARLIAMENT, cannot effeftually be ſupported but by a general 
union of independent men throughout the kingdom. 
We, whoſe names are underwritten, conſidering an œnonomical re- 
formation in the expenditure of 1 money, to be a moſt eſſential and 
neceſſary meaſure, for reſtoring the FREED M OF PARLIAMENT z 
conſidering alſo, that meaſures may be taken for ſecuring upon a per- 
wanent ſyſtem, the r of Parliament. 5 k 
We do declare our aſſent to the œconomical reform requeſted by the 
8 of the people, that plan of ftrift and rigid frugality now in- 
iſpenſibly neceflary in every department of the ſtate, that moſt impar- 
tant regulation for reducing the unconſtitutional influence o che Crown. 
Therefore we do pledge ourſelves to keep in view, the great and 
alarming grievances ſtated in our petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
and to unite in all legal methods of reſtraining the increaſed influence of 
the Crown, and we declare it to be our opinion, that the reſolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons of the 6th of April, form a baſis, upon Which 
may be founded meaſures leading to a diminution of the undue influ- 
e a SE 
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| e 
ence of the Crown, and the material reform of the 
We do therefore in all confidence and ea 


expenditure, 
hope and expeR, 


from the wiſdom of Parliament, ſuch meaſures as may alleviate the 


many miſeries under which we labour, and may re the har- 
mony, dignity, and happineſs of this diſtracted country; and in order 
that we may contribute our efforts to ſupport that ſyſtem of indepen- 
dence in Parliament, upon which alone bur hopes of attaining theſe 
great ends can be founded, we do engage to ſupport, at the next and 
every future election within this county, ſuch candidates only as we 
ſhall be convinced, from their known integrity and attachment to the 
bonds will ſupport theſe great and eflential objects of public RE» 
* the fulleſt and moſt ſerious conviction of the neceſſity of theſe 
meaſures, and with the moſt ſolemn determination of tranſmitting to our 
ſterity that BIRTHRIGHT OF FREEDOM, founded on the con- 
ution which we received from our anceſtors, we do unite to the ſup · 
port of theſe great and conſtitutional objects, and engage ourſelves to 
them by every tie which can be the moſt binding upon Engliſhmen. 
| ; | Joux Srars, Chairman. 


| _ HERTFORD, April 17, 1780. | | 
AT the adjourned general Meeting of the county of Hertford, held 
this day at the Shire-houſe in the town of Hertford, the following plan 
of Aſſociation was agreed to: 125 
| ASSOCIATION 5 
| Whereas a petition agreed on at a general Meeting of this county, on 
Monday the 14th of January laſt, praying for an ꝙconomical reform in 
the expenditure of public money, and for a reduction of the influence 
of the Crown, has been preſented to the Houſe of Commons, in the 
names of the frecholders of this county, and no effeQual redreſs has 
yet been obtained of the abuſes therein ſtated -- 7 
We, the nobility, gentlemen, clergy, and Freeholders of the ſaid 
county, conſidering the various arts which have been uſed by the chc- 
mies of our happy Conſtitution, to miſrepreſent our motives and con- 
dutt, in promoting the faid petition, do thus publicly declare our en- 
tire and zealous approbation of the legiſlature of this country, as placed 
in the free and independent concurrence of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and that we moſt an xiouſly and ſincerely with the bleſſing of this 


form of legiſlature may be continued to our lateſt r e And ſce- 
abuſes 


ing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy reformation of the and grievances 
mentioned in the ſaid petition, do agree to unite and ASSOCIATE 


' ourſelves, and to encourage all other land-owners of this country to 


ASSOCIATE with us, for the purpoſe of obtaining a bill or bills to 


diminiſh the increaſed and increaſing influence of the Crown, to core 
rect profuſion in the expenditure of the public money, to regulate the 
' manner of making all public contracts, and the mode of keeping and 


paſſing ublic accounts, to reduce exorbitant emoluments of office to 
reform the abuſes of ſinecure places and penſions unmerited by public 


fervice, and to limit the number 7 placemen ſitting in Parliament, 


4 
- Eee 1 4 174 4 a 6 7 422. , = — - . 


* 


Commons to enquire, with all di 
of thoſe enormous ſums, which in virtue of the truſts repoſed in them 


by the people, they have lately granted, or ſhall grant in future to Go- 
<yernment. b , 280" , | l 


ſeverely felt. 
| 3 this Hoporable Houſe, as to the upright repreſentatives of 


5 


— 


\ 


ine ]. 


And in order more effectually to promote this ſalutary plan of pub. 
lic reformation, we do {jointly and ſeparately reſolve unremittingly to 
- perſevere in ſupporting, to the utmoſt of our power, theſe and all other 
" regulationF'necefſary for obtaining the objects propoſed in the ſaid peti- 
tion; and we teſtify the ſame by our ſignatures reſpectively. 


1. Reſolved, That a bill to eſtabliſn greater equality in the repreſen- 


tation of the people in parliament; by allowing the ſeveral counties of 
the kingdom of E | 
knights, at leaſt, in adition to the preſent num 
THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENT, may tend to promote the 


reat Britain to elect in a due > peg one hundred 
r, and to SHORTEN 


ſaid REFORM. 2 potty | > 
2. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that carrying on a war 


_ againſt North America is moſt evidently a meaſure, which bv employs 


ing our great and enormouſly expenſive military operations againſt the in- 
habitants of that country, prevents this from exerting its united, vi- 


ee and firm efforts againſt the powers of France and Spain; and 


s no other effect upon America, than to continue and thereby to in- 
creaſe, the enmity which has ſo long, and ſo fatally ſubſiſted between 
the two cauntries, can be productive of no good whatfocver,—but by 


preventing conciliation, threatens the accompliſhment of the final ruin 


of the Britiſh empire. | | 
g. That it be an inſtruction of this meeting to their Committee now 


appointed, to endeavour to procure, as ſoon as may be convenient, a 


general deputation from all ſuch petitioning bodies as ſhall have A880. 
_ + CIATED for the purpoſe of obtaining redreſs of the national griey- 


ances, to be held in the city of London or Weſtminſter; to. compare 
their ſeveral plans of aſſociation, and to conſult upon a general union in 
ſuch conſtitutional meaſures, as to them ſhall appear neceſſary for the 


attainment of the above objetts ; ſubje& to ſuch further inſtructions as 
the General Meeting of this county may think fit to give. Yet 


_  Gzonce JexnxiNcs, Chairman, 
” ; * ' . | 
. , : . £ * 


5 


rie Petjtion and Reſolutions of the County of Denbigh, Maren 29, 1780, 


— — 


©. To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 


We, the Gentleraen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the county of Den- 


bigh, think it our duty as. Britons, and in compliance with the general 


"ſenſe of the whole kingdom, to pm the Honorable the Houle of 
igence and fidelity, into the diſpoſal 


The univerſal calamities which not only affect the public, but find 
their way into every private family, even at this diſtance from the ſeat 


df Government, area proof how little we are able to ſupport the weight 


of Miniſterial ages which every year grows heavier, and is more 
e; therefore, moſt ſtrongly make it our requeſt and 


ir fellow citizens, to aboliſh all ſinecures, to retrench all unmerited 


ſalaries 


= 


penſions, to fink all unneceſſary places, and to reduce all exorbitant 


.* 


ene M7 VV eas 


. 3 1 
Ae and perquiſites, that in our 3 verty, ids” 
left of the os revenue may be frugally en We own, too, 
we have a motive in this Petition beyond the views of ceconomy.' We 
wiſh to leſſen, by all poſſible means, thoſe funds of c on, which 
ood miniſters never want and which only make bad men more worth- 
Fe ſs and dan gerous. We wiſh that our repreſentatives may ſecure 
to themſelves the confidence of the People, by having no intereſt ſepa- 
rate from their's—And we flatter ourſelves that our Petition has a juſt 
title to the a r IR of this honorable Houſe, ſince by granting it 
they will vindicatetheir own integrity, and qualify themſelves for thoſe 
great diſintereſted views and meaſures WEE = poſſibly became | 


* to ſave our country. 


And your Petitioners ſha ever pray, ae. 


MIDDLESEx. Fs. 


Arx the adjourned General Meeting of the county of Middle, v. held 
at N the 11th of April, 1780, 


Janes Townszwe, Eſq. in the Chair, 


A Form of Ass0c1aT10n' fimilar to that of York, and the five firſt 
reſolutions of that county, were propoſed and a reed to; after ru 
the following reſolutions were alſo unanimouſly adopted 12 05 


Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction of this meeting to the G 
now appointed, to endeavour, as ſoon as may be convenient, to procure 
a Deputation from all ſich Petitioning Bodies as ſhall have asz0c1aTeD 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a redreſs of the national K to be 
held in the city of Lond-n; ſuch deputation having full power and 
authority from their reſpective Committees to conſult and determine 
upon'a GENERAL UN ION i in ſuch conſtitutional meaſures as ſhall to 
them appear neceſſary for the attainment of the above object. 0:4 3 


Reſolved, That the members for this county be inſtructed to take the 
zoft ore meaſures (whenever th-re {hall be a probability of doing 


it with effect) for impeaching and bringing to juſtice, the miniſters:wh 
with the moſt unconſtitutional and arbitrary views, have 28 
corruption and undue influence beyond the example of all former 
times, have alienated the affections of one part of the Britiſh dominions- 


from the other, and have loaded this heretofore happy n _ 


ou the moſt intolerable and GER | 


: 0. 
— T 4 
* 


1 SOMERSET, April 11, +780. | 
AT the adjourned General Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and | 


F recholders of the county of Somerſet, held this day at Wells, t 


Puttir STEPHENS, Eſq, in the Chair, 


The following reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


Reſolved, That this meeting da appreve of the reſolutions of the 
Committee, aſſembled at the Swan Inn, Wells, on the 28th of Maroh 
* and in order more effcually to promote the LAUDABLE — 


„ 1 66 ] oy 
| F- PUBLIC REFORMATION, by our joint affiſtance in a paci 
way, we do'As80C1arz for that expreſs purpoſe, and we do hereby teſ- 
the ſame, And we do reſolve, jointly and ſeparately, to ſupport 
| neceſſgry regulations 1 
that may be perfettly agreeable to law and the Conſtitution, 
More particularly we do reſolve, and do mutually and moſt ſolemnly 
| that, until a reaſonable reform in the ex iture of public 
money hath been obtained, and until regulations returning at-leaſt 
one hundred additional county members to Parliament, and for SHORT. 
ENING THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENT. to a term not 
_ exceeding three years have been eſtabliſhed by law, we will ſup- 
with our votes and intereſt, no candidate whatſoever at the next 
general election, or at any future election, to repreſent this county, 
or any other county or place in Parliament, from whoſe known integrit 
and attachment to our free Conſtitution, and his aſſent to theſe conſti- 
- tutional improvements, declared by ſigning this Aſſociation, or in ſuch 
other mode as to each candidate may ſeem moſt eligible, we ſhall not be 
farſt fully ſatisſied that he will give his utmoſt ſupport in Parliament to 
the following propoſitions, or to ſuch part of the reform propoſed there- 
by as ſhall not be then accompliſhed, X > "IP 
1ſt. For one or more Bills to correct proffifion in the expenditure of 
public money; to regulate the manner of making all public contracts, 
and the mode of keeping and paſſing public accounts; to reduce exor- 
| bitant emoluments of office, and to reform the abuſes of ſinecure places 
and penſions, unmerited by public ſerviee.. oh h 


ad. For a Bill to eſtabliſh greater EQUALITY Iũ TI REIIE- 
SENTATION or THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT, by allowing the 
Teveral counties in the kingdom of Great Britain to elect, in a due pro- 
2 one hundred knights at leaſt, in addition to the preſent num- 


3 gd. For. a Bill to 5nonxTEN THE DURATION, Or PARLIAMENTS 

to a term not exceeding three years. SEES) Y de ed 1am 
_ Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Committee appointed 
by this, meeting to conſider of and form, upon legal and conſtitu- 
tional gr ounds, a proper plan for the detecting and bringing to juſtice 


© 


it 


1 mn who, at the enſuing general election, ſhall either give or re- 
_ 'ccive bribes for votes for the election of Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, and that ſuch plan, when ſettled and agreed upon, be communi- 
cated to other Aſſociated Bodies. 8 5 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to thoſe worthy 
% embers of the Houſe who have attended to the juſt Petitions of the 
People, humbly requeſting that they will proceed therein with equal 
zeal, firmneſs, bas, judgment, until the Fall have finally concluded 
upon ſome general well regulated SYSTEM OF REFORMATION, 
Te conſiſtent with, and friendly to, PUBLIC LIBERTY and 
Reſolved, That the Committee be a COMMITTEE OF ASSOCI- 
ATION, and that fifteen or more of them be empowered to aft. as a 
Committee, and to take ſuch 5 and conſtitutional meaſures as to them 


Wall appear moſt <xpedieat for promoting the objcfts af this Aﬀo- 
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BEDFORD, April 22, 176. 
Af the adjourned General Meeting of the county of Bedford, held 
this day at the Seſſions Houſe at the town of Bedford, the following re. - 
ſolutions were moved and agreed to. 5 


ö EReſolved, That this meeting has great ſatisfaction in obſerving, that 

the Petition of this county, together with thoſe of the ſeveral other Pe- 

6 titioning Counties, Cities, an 1 Hath been taken into conſi- 

| deration by the honorable the Houſe of Commons, and admitted by 

| them as juſt and well-founded, in their reſolutions of the 6th inſtant, 

MZ, | HEART "i 2 | 1220 

«© That it is neceſſary to declare, that the influence of the Crown has 
increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. wats. 

« That it is competent to this Houſe to examine into and; corre 
abuſes in the expenditure. of the civil liſt revenue, as well as in every 
other branch of the public revenue, whenever it ſhall appear expedient | 
to the wiſdom of this Houle fo to do. 5 | pgs 7" 

“ That it is the duty of this Houſe to provide as far as may be, am 
immediate and effectual redreſs of abuſes complained of in the Petitions 
preſented to this Houle from the different counties, cities, and towns 
of this kingdom. th ay | 3 „ 

Reſolved, That this meeting does conſider the above recited reſolu« 
tions of the Houſe of Commons as forming a ſolemn pledge to their 
conſtituents, that they will unremittingly perſevere in their endeavors 
to procure ſolid and ſatisfactory redreſs to the various grievances of the 
People of England, F | „ 
| Reſolved, That the Committee appointed at the laſt General Meeting 

be continued, with power to add to their number, and to prepare a Plan 
of ASSOCIATION upon legal and conſtitutional grounds, if deemed ' 
expedient and neceſſary, and to ſubmit the ſame to the county at the 
next General Meeting. | | | LY ON "ha 
Reſol ved, That this meeting will diſcountenance all corrupt and un- 
neceſſary expences at any future elections; as ſuch diſcouragement wilt 
promote in a conſiderable degree the FREEDOM of EI Zcrio, which. 
muſt immediately tend to ſecure the INDEPENDENCE OF PARs 
LIAMENT, apa” A © "2 WOO 
+ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Meeting that SHORTEN. 
NGthe DURATION of PARLIAMENTS would tend to RESTOR 
THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF PARL 
MENT, ILL 3 „ 
ö EsSSEx. | 1 
AT a very numerous and refpectable meeting of the Gentlemen, Cler- 
, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants, of the county of Eſſex, held by 
journment at the Shire-Hall, Chelmsford, April 25, 1780, a Plan of 
ASSOCIATION, fimilar to that of York, was agreed to by the Com- 
mitttee, and recommended to this General Meeting. N 7 


. ̃⁵˙ V 
o, vis. + ps 75 
. Reſolved, 


+ \% a4 
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| V 
Reſolved, That this FORM OF ASSOCIATION be adopted by 
this meeting. | »& 
"Reſolved, That the Committee of Correſpondence be appointed a 
Committee of ASSOCIATION, and be empowered to add to their 
number, and to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional meaſures as to them 
ſhall appear moſt expedient for promoting the object of this As80c14a- 
\ TION, | Qs 3 
Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction of this meeting to the Committee 
now appointed, to endravor, as ſoon as may be moſt convenient, to pro- 
cCdbiure à general deputation ram all ſuch Petitioning Bodies as have aſſo- 
. _ciated'for the purpoſe of gay = redreſs of national grievances, to. 


* : 


de held in the cities of London or Weſtminſter, ſuch deputation having 
full power and authority from their reſpective Committees to compare 
their ſeveral Plans of Aſſociation, and to conſult and determine upon 

-*  « GENERAL UNION, in ſuch conſtitutional meaſures as ſhall to them 

| appear neceſſary for the attainment of the above objett mme. 

. | Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Committee appointed by 
this meeting, to conſider of, and form, upon legal and conſtitutional 
| amp, a proper plan for the detecting and bringing to juſtice all per- 
ns who, at the enſuing general election, ſhall either give or receive 
2 dag nw gory as gps to 22 in Parliament, and that ſuch 
plan, when ſettled and agreed upon, be communicated to other Aſſoci - 


"oP > | * * 
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i | oy oo Ar che adjourned General meeting for the county of Berks, held at 
, the Town-Hall, in Abingdon, on Tueſday the 25th day of April, 1780. 


” 
4 _ 6 * * 


n en Jon xn Grant, Eſq. in the Chair, B 
Whereas at a General Meeting, held at the ſaid Town-H 1 on the 
giſt of January laſt, a petition addreſſed to the Honorable Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain was agreetl to, and afterwards ſigned by a 
very numerous and reſpectable body of the frecholders of this county, 
Rating the dangerous and exhauſted ſtate of this kingdom, and com- 

injng of the profuſe expenditure of public, money, and. that the 

Drown had thereby acquired a great and unconſtitutional influence, 
which, if not checked, might prove dangerous to the liberties of the 

people; and that as the petitioners conceived, the care of the national 

Fire was by the Conſtitution intruſted to the cuſtody of that Honor- 
l Fe Houle, they therefore prayed effeftual and immediate redreſs of 
3 the abuſes complaincd of; and that the produce of the taxes might be 

. appropriated to the uſes of the ſtate, + ; 

he ſaid Petition was, in compliance with the requeſt of the ſaid meet- 
; 4 preſented to the ſaid honorable Houſe by the repreſentatives of 

is county, - 9s 4 3 F123 3 
The —.— thErefore, conſidering the great importance of the queſ- 
tions already carried in favor of their juſt Petitions, are deſirous to. teſ- 

tify a grateful ſenſe of the conduct of thoſe independent men, who have 

.- fo nobly ſtood forth in the defence of the deareſt intereſts of their coun- 
try, in full confidence that perſevering with vigor in the ſame laudable 

by 1 will not by _ 4 pos ai to the truſt repoſed in 
- them, fruſtrate the hopes of a grateful People. | 6 4163.49 
CET PT nn ugh auld Reſolved, 


[ 
: 
: 
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. 

Reſolved, That this meeting do declare moſt ſincerely their entire 
and zealous approbation of the Legiſlature of this country, as placed 
in the free and independent concurrence of King, Lords, and Comtrions, 
in preference to every other mode of civil government, and anxiouſly 
wiſh its bleſſings may be continued to the lateſt poſterity in its conflitue 
tional purity ; but apprehending this form of legiſlation to be at preſent 
eſſentially vitiated, by the treaſure and offices of the Community being em- 

loyed by the executive, to influence the legiſlative, authority z .by the 
equality of Repreſentation ; by the ruinous expence of election, and b 
Septennial Pariiaments; they therefore declare their concurrence in 
the following reſolutions of the Committee, as tending in the moſt 
conſtitutional manner to promote the REFORM requeſted by the Peti- 
tioners. a | | | S : 

1. For one or more Bills to correct profuſion in the expenditure of 
the public money, to regulate the manner of making all public con- 
tracts, and the mode of keeping and paſling public accounts, to reduce 
exorbitant emoluments of office, and to reform the abuſes of finceure 
Places, and penſions unmerited by public ſervice, 1 | 
- 2, For one or more Bills for obtaining a more equal repreſentation ig 
Parliament, by ſuch methods as ſhall 72677 moſt likely to promote the 
INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAME 
ciples of the Conſtitution, y 

g. For a Bill to suorTEN the DURATION of PaRtLIanaNTs, to & 
term not exceeding three years. : 1 ” 
Reſolved, That the members for this county be requeſted to prov 
note all ſuch Bills as they conceive will tend to the objects before men- 


. 


_ tioned, 


| Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Committee appointed 
this meeting, to conſider of and form, upon legal and conſtitutions 
as a proper plan for the 3 and bringing to juſtice all per» 
ons Who, at the enſuing General Election, ſhall either give or receive 
bribes for votes for the election of members to ſerve in Parliament, and 
that ſuch plan, when ſettled and agreed upon, be communicated to the 
Committees of counties. wh EA I | 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to thoſe worthy 
members of the Houſe of Commons, who have attended to the juſt Pe- 
titions of the People, truſting they will proceed with zeal, firmneſs, 
and judgment, till all ſuch F formation be obtained as is conſiſtent with 
the Public Liberty and the diſtin& conſtitutional rights of each bran 
of the Legiſlature, . - ＋ÿß̃v je | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the People-of 
England have, and always had, a clear, unalienable, indefeafeble Ricnr to 


an ANNUAL ELECTION of their Repreſentatives, as well as to an 


adequate and equal repreſentation, founded upon ſtronger grounds than 
that of any act or acts of Parliament; and Ka the . of thels 
pern conſtitutional objects is the moſt effectual expedient for RE- 
„„ eee the INDEPENDENCE OF AR. 
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T, and conſonant to the prin- 


7 


\ | g WW 
„ 
FFC Dorcleſter, April ag, 1580. 

Ax ths adjourned General Meeting of the county of Dorſet, a Form 

of Aſociation ſimilar to that of the county: of Hertford was unani- 

- _moully agreed to. After which the following reſolutions were alſo 

adopted, and EARL TEMPLE and EARL SPENCER. added to the 
Committee: | | | | 


7 


Y 
” 


| - Reſolved, That it is ihe opinion of this meeting, that the 3 of 

3 England have; and always had, a clear, unalienabje, indefeaſible R1cur 

to an adequate and equal repreſentation, as well as an ANNUAL ELEC- 

© ION of their Repreſentatives, founded upon ſtronger grounds than 

that of any Act or Akts of Parliament; and that the attainment of 

_ theſe important conſtitutional ohjects is the -moſt effeQual expedient 

for RESTORING and. SECURING the INDEPENDENCE OF 
PARLIAMENT. | Ty 

Reſolved, That in order to remove any prejudices which may have 

been imbibed u e the intentions of this Meeting, the gentlemen 

preſent think it their duty to declare, that they do not, nor ever did, 

mean to promote the reform requeſted in their County Petition of the 

27th of January, by any other mode than that of peaceable demeanor, 

conſtitutional loyalty, and 'reſpe&ful attention to the Legiſlature; and 

that it was and is their only endeavor, by 8 integrity and œco- 

nomy in every department of Government, to apply the whole of the 

revenue to the neceſſities of the State, to reſtore independence to the Le- 

| _ _ giflature'and conſidenre to the People. Upon theſe principles, and theſe 

alone, they hope and wiſh to meet the concurrence and ſupport of all 

virtuous and independent Engliſhmen. -_ 0 | foo 


= 
— 


© _. / Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir George 
| Savile, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. BURKE, and others, for their ſtrenuous 


* 


ſupport of the Cavss. or Tux ProOPLE, J.. 
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[ea Ba ut e Nottingham, May 2, 1580. þ 
Aa very numerous meeting, the following reſolutions were unani- 
J 
= | *. f | *. l * 3 Yo. 8 1 
Reſolved, | AX es ER oat OM 3 | 
That an Equal Repreſentation is the right of the People, and effential 
dio the very idea of a repreſentative body, '- 
Tust ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS are the old conſtitutional uſage 
= of Parliament, the true law of the land, and the beſt ſecurity which 
can be furniſhed for the virtuous conduR of Parliament, and for its 


8 - Independence on every power whatſoever, unleſf that ef the People 
= alone. | | N90 


That the preſent inequalities in the repreſentation of the People, and 
the continuance of Parliaments beyond a ſingle ſeſſion, are altogether a 


departure from, and a corruption of, the uſage and law of Parliament. 


"4 ' 1 on 
4 % | © 0 

4 » ” . . / 

* 1 - » . * . c / 

 þ : 8 . 

# J 3 "es 


| 
4 | oi 


ts . 71 61 1 | 2 yy | 28 dl 

That to recover Parliament to its conſtitutional character by a more 
equal repreſentation, and the return of ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, 
is no romantic object, but worthy of a free People to DEMAND, 


* 


m we is within their power to obtain, and is alone adequate to their 

li- Wines. 5 1 | | ; T. * * | 
fo That the holding any place, penſion, or contract, at the diſpoſal of 
he the Crown, unleſs 1 in ſome r inſtances, which may e | 


dient for the public baſineſs, and not dangerous to the public ſafety, is 
abſolutely incompatible with a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, * 


is That it is unworthy of the People of England, in their preſent ſtate ' 
I of diſcontent and alarm, to defiſt from that vigorous, but legal, proſecution 
* of the reform contained in the preceding reſolves; and that every 
of thing which is eſſentially ſhort of this, is but a mere temporary expe- 
ns dient, not affording even the promiſe of a permanent good to theſe king» 


F : doms. 2 2 5 
That no candidate to repreſent the town of Non or any coun- 


* PL town, or borough whatever in Parliament, who does not adopt theſe 
* entiments, and pledge himſelf by the honor of a man, and of a Briton, 

4 for the RECOVERY OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, as 
he exprefſed by the preceding reſolves (or ſo much of them as can be ob- 


tained), deſerves, or ſhall receive, our vote or intereſt in any application 
id for a ſeat in Parliament. e « | 25 


+ 


o- That the above are our firm reſolves? we adopt the Ry expreſſed 

ne therein in all its extent; but if in all its extent it ſhould be impratti- 

e- cable, we will thankfully receive ſo much of it as can be procured, 

ſe 2 Join our fellow citizens in the purſuit of any part of ſo deſirable an 

l | \ 9 N . | , | VE w 

5 That the thanks of this — be conveyed to Major Cartwright, 

ge for his judicious and manly conduct in every thing which. affects ths 

US Liberties of the People, and that this Society will oy to give him 
every expreſſion of their eſteem and gratitude' which ſhall be in their 

power. „ ES | 


Report of the $ub-Committge of Weſtmipfter, appointed April 12, 1780, to 

fake into confederation all fuch matters relative to the election of Members 

li- of Parliament, as may promote the purpoſes of the pręſent ¶ ociatiun. 
i 3 5 52 88 ; _— % | Woke 5 

: 4 Frnenaſons Tavern, May 27, 1780, 

* Sub-Committee having duly examined the varioug ſtatutes of this 
realm, reſpetting the election of members to, {erve in the Commons“ 

3 Houſe of Parliament, more e e ſuch as were enacted for the 

h purpole of guarding againſt the prevalence of bribery and corruption , 

ts at elections, and the operation of every other ſpecies of undue influence 

le upon the electors 1 eletted; and reflecting upon the inefficacy of 
thoſe proviſions with reſpe& to the prevention of evils, which threaten 


. - 


d WH the final extin&ion' of our liberties, are decidedly of opinion, that no 
"2 effectual reformation of the abuſes in queſtion can take place, unleſs 
the People exercile their naar and \indoubted right of as. 4 
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| whole plap of delygution, and, by recurring to the Erg principles of cur 
onſiitution, again bit it upon its ancient foundations of equity 
and right reaſon; hg . | 


When error has obtained the ſanRijon of time, it appears to the un- 


thinking mind under the ſemblance of truth; and even men of reflec, 
tion, who have formed a juſt conception of its nature and its tendency 
are in ſuch circumſtances alarmed” with apprebenfivns at the firft at- 


tenipts for its correction. However, as the conſequences of error, in 


4 tion to its magnitude and extent of operation, are manifeſtly 
ut je as conſtitu dl errors may — 1 be fuppoſed to be wig 
avoidably productive of national calamity, it is ſurely more prudent, in 
the proper ſeaſon, to ſubmit to the perhaps imaginary inconveniencies 
of a 9 than to ſuſpend our exertions until we are obliged ta 


encounter thoſe accumulated miſeries, which an obſtinate perſeverance 


. 8 courſe of error muſt derive upon both prince and 
People. | | 
Ihe prevalence of evil in the preſent hour, proves the prevalence of 
error; Ind it does not require any extraordinary degree of ſagacity in 
the politician and philoſopher ee that the primary ertor, and 
the fruitful ſource of the many evils which we feel, conſiſts in a depar- 
ture from fundamental principles in the preſent Conſtitution of the 


Commons Houſe of Parliament; in conſequence of which it is no long : 
er obedient to the will, or ſpeaks the language of, the great conſtituent. 


body of the People. | 5 ; 
Every application, therefore, for the redreſs of the preſent grievances 
of the nation, that ſhall be made to a body of men, no longer under the 
influence of their conſtituents, hut, on the contrary, uniformly. actin 
in ſubſerviency to the views and intereſt of the Crown, muſt of wk 


. fity be unſucceſsful; and, from the natural effect of diſappointment _ 


upon the human mind, will probably impair the vigor of every future 


exertion, T 


FIT 


Application to the Crown to ſuſf the exertions of its influence, 


or to ropair the breaches made in that part of the Conſtitution, which 


was intended to be the bulwark of the People againſt its encroachments, 


pre · ſuppoſes ſuch an ignorance of the principles which, in certain cir- 
cumſtances, are found invariably to aftuate the human heart, that one 


would be led to imagine the uſe of argument would be ſuperſeded by 
the obvious abſurdity of the expedient. | 


The event of the experiment, frequently repeated, has confirmed the 
concluſion which right reaſon would have ſuggeſted ; and it now ſtands 
a truth, recorded for the benefit of every future generation, that when 
the point in queſtion is a redreſs of grievances originating in oppreſſion, 


or a reſtitution of the rights and privileges of the People, millions ſue 


in vain! 

fort in this alarming moment, when a deſperate faction, in the midſt of 
public calamity and diſtreſs, has manifeſted a determined purpoſe o 

perſevering in a line of condutt which, if perſiſted in, muſt inevitably 


Daa in the ſubverſion of our Liberties and the defolation of our State! 


The fun of England's glory perhaps ſoon may ſet to rife no more. 

One hope {till remains in the native energy of the great collective 
body of the People, the native energy of a race of men who have always 
Rood diſtinguiſhed in,the annals of nations for every liberal ſentiment, 
and every generous principle that can dignify our kind, 


To what carthly tribunal, therefore, ſhall an injured People have re- 


wk 1 *** 
The peaceful efforts of this mighty power abiog committees 
freely 3 i by under the providence | 3 to re 
eſtabliſh the conſtitution in its ancient vigor. The public fate 
affairs requires this exertion; che publie voice at length appears diſpoſed 
to bear its 2 to this important truth, vis. 8 
THAT THE. RESTORATION OF THE COMMONS' HOUS 
OF PARLIAMENT. TO FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCY, 
BY THE INTERPOSITION, OF THE GREAT COLLECTT\ 
BODY OF THE NATION, 1S ESSENTIALLY NECESSARY 
O OUR EXISTENCE AS A FREE PEOPLE., ' © _ 
The circumſtances of the ti and the peculiar nature of the means, 
which muſt be employed for efleding our deliverance, require, that the 
propoſed plan be exhibited complete in all its eſſential forms ; and that 
its various parts, being combined in firift and neceſſary union with _ 
each other, be eſtabliſhed at one and the ſame moment of time. 
When we caſt our eyes upon the conduct of the preſent Commons 
Houſe of Parliament; when we behold a majority of its members, in 
defiance of our petitions, and their own ſolemn declaration, perſiſt in 
encreaſing the burdens of the people, and in a nedfaft purpoſe of op» 
poſing every meaſure of redre pending. apprehenſions may for a 
time take place in the minds of the beſt and braveſt of our countrymen, 
Reflection, however, will diſcloſe a more pleaſing proſpect ariſing from 
the very extremity of our diſtreſs: more 3 counſels, and an 
happy unanimity will be the unavoidable reſult; the alarm of the no- 
bility for the very exiſtence of their preſent ſplendid diſtinctions will 
co-operate with the poignant feelings of the people; and every rank 
and deſcription of men will feel the propriety, the neceſſity of eſtabliſh- 
ing that PLAN OF PARLIAMENTA Y REFORMATION, which 
holds forth our beſt, and indeed our only ſecurity, againſt the all- de- 
vouring influence of the crown. + | WY 
Political truth, like the moral feelings of the ſoul, is plain and ſimple; 
it recommends itſelf powerfully to the general ſentiment ; and when 
unveiled in its intrinfic purity, will aſſuredly call forth the animated 
exertions of millions in its ſupport. „„ 
An equal repreſentation of the people in the great council of the 
nation, ANNUAL ELECTIONS, and the univerſal right of ſuffrage 
appear ſo reaſonable to the natural feelings of mankind, that no fo- 
ar can elude the force of the arguments which are urged in their 
wour; and they are rights of ſo tranſcendent à nature, that in oppo- 
ſition to the claim of the people to their enjoyment, the longeſt period 
of preſcription is pleaded in vain. They were ſubſtantially enjoyed in 
the times of the immortal Alfred; they were cheriſhed by the wiſeſſ 
princes of the Norman line; they formed the grand palladium of our 
nation; they ought not to be eſteemed the grant of Royal favor, nor 
were they at firſt extorted by violence from the band of power: they 
are the BIRTHRIGHT OF ENGLISHMEN, their beſt inheritance, 
which, without the complicated - crimes of treaſon to their country, 
and injuſtice to their poſterity, they cannot alienate or reſign : they” 
form that triple cord of frengib, which alone can be relied on to hold, 
in times of tempeſt, the veſſel of the ſtate. 55 
With reſpect to the expediency of REFORMING the repreſenta- 


jon of this country, and of recurring to the conſtitutional practice of . 
ANNUALLY cleking the perſons ſeik to Parliament, the Sub-commit- 
(oe pbleryp, n 


— 


* 


That the General Meeting of the de uties, on the 14th of Ma 
decided, in the affirmative, upon the proprier of theſe (nt why 2 50 
unanimous voice ; that the Committee, from which this body received 

its inſtructions, bave, with ſimilar unanimity, given their lafreges to 
- the ſame ſentiment ; and that the General Meeting of the inhabitants of 

| Weſtminſter, upon the 6th of April, declared, . That the ople of | 
England have, and always had, a clear, unalienable, indefealible right 
to an ANNUAL ELECTION of their repreſentatives, as well as to 
an adequate and equal repreſentation, founded upon ſtronger grounds 
than that of any act or acts of Parliament; and that the attainment of 
theſe important conſtitutional objects is the moſt effectual expedient, for 
_ pveſtoring and ſecuring the indepenpency of Parliament“ 
With regard to the reſtitution of the univerſal right of ſuffrage the 
Sub-committee conceive, that the reaſonableneſs and expediency of the 
— meaſure will probably be more apparent, if the full extent and magni- 
tude of thoſe powers be conſidered, which are entruſted. to the repre. 
| ſentative by the conſtituent body. | | os, 
The doftrine, that repreſentation and taxation are inſeparable, is 
Founded in truth; but the undue preferencethat has been afforded to the 
rw of Property, in various diſcuſſions. of this ſubject, has tended to 
| 50 ig 


out of fight other principles, equally eſſential to a juſt conception 
is queſtion. 2 Fee | „ & Sv, 
A portion of the ſoil, a portion of its produce, may be wanting to 
many; but every man has an intereſt in his life, his liberty his kindred, 
and his country; and when laws affecting theſe are made by perſons, to 
_ he hath not delegated a power, each of thele poſſeſhons, which 
e as ſubſtantial, as if, like land or money, they were the objects of 
the ſenſes, may be invaded, and probably would be invaded by thoſe, 
who, being poſſeſſed of 1 the grand enchantieſs of the world, 
would thereby be enabled more ſucceſsfully to gratify that luſt of def. 
' Potic power, which ſo ſtrongly characterizes the human heart. 
The exerciſe of the poor man's elective right is therefore eſſential to 
his freedom; and although, in ordinary caſes, he may ſometimes diſ- 
poſe of his ſuffrage Without. a proper regard to its importance, yet, 
when public calamity demonſtrates, that public confidence has been 
abuſed, the opportunity of ves ve Bug evil by a more judicious dee 
ion will probably not be neglected. Common ſenſe will inſtru 
im, that his own free and untziaſſed voice, united with the voices of 
that numerous claſs of fellow citizens, who are his fellow ſufferers at 
ſuch a period, will prevail over the intereſted oppoſition of the tyrants 
of their ſpecies, and finally eſtabliſh the real friends of humanity and 
of theix-country in the ſcat of power. | . | 
It may alſo be obſerved, that no conſideration would have a ſtronger 
| tendency to generate proper ſentiments of affeftion to the community, 
and more effectually recal the minds of the riſing generation from a 
courſe of diſſipation and attachment to unworthy gratifications, than 
the perception of that ſhare of political conſequence, whic the reſti- 
tution of the univerſal right of ſuffrage would of a od ee | 


ord. 5 
At a ceftain age all the male inhabitants of this kingdom, with a few 
| exceptions, ars ſubject to the obligation of ſerving in the militia. Shall 
a man therefore be thought unworthy of a ſuffrage in the election of his : 
repreſentative, and at the ſame time ſhall his fellow citizens intruſt to 
his fidelity and courage whatever they hold dear? Is it reaſonable to 
dęnꝝ to a citizen, when he has attained to maturity in his mental capa- 
e nnn... ic 2 ro A deb a 
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| city, the common privilege of a freeman, the. right of beipg Er 


by laws, to which the aſſent of himſelf or his repreſentative has been 
N and at the ſame time to avail ourſelves of his bodily ſtrength? 
ls it generous, is it politic, to treat him as an alien in the community, 
at the moment he may be ornamenting it by the powers of his under- 
ſtanding, or defending it by his arms ? ; | i 


Urged by the force of theſe reflections, your Sub-committee have | 


conſidered the points propoſed to their deliberation in their full extent. 
They have examined the voluminous ſyſtem of laws relating to the ſub- 
je& of parliamentary elections, and find themſelves under a neceſſity of 
pronouncing the far er part of them to be founded upon partial 
conceptions, unjuſt re 
will not ſtand the teſt, when contraſted by the acknowledged principles 
of the conſtitution of this country. : een 
More particularly it appears to your Sub- committee, a 
1. That through the joint operation of the ſtatute of disfranchiſement, 
paſſed in the eighth year of the reign of Henry VI. and the triennial 
bil of the ſixth of William and Mary, which attempted to give the 
firſt legal ſanction to the continuance of the ſame Parliament beyond the 
period of A SINGLE SESSION, the repreſentation of the 


of England is virtually annihilated; and an inſtitution, which was in- 


tended to be the people's defence againſt ariſtocratic dominion, or re- 
'gal domination, Ee deſpotiſm, is now become an engine in the 
ans of the: Miniſter, to tax, oppreſs, inſult, and enſlave the people of 

2. That the preſent inequality in the repreſentation in a great'mea- 
ſure originates in an arbitrary exerciſe of the royal prrogative, where- 
by, in oppoſition to the cleareſt principles of the conſtitution, the 


cron preſumed to authorize, at pleaſure, certain incorporated bodies 


to ſend members to the Commons Houſe of Parliament; the unſuſpect- 
ing people of this country at the ſame time not attending to the ine qua- 
lity, that from thence muſt neceſſarily take place in the repreſentation, 
to the ſubſtantial injury of themſelves, and every ſueceeding generation. 
That in conſequence of the decay of many of theſe corporations, and 
through the partiality of the crown in various periods of our hiſtory to 
its own tenants and dependants, there is at this time a degree of repre- 
Tentation enjoyed by many boroughs of this kingdom, far exceeding the 
bounds of due proportion, and too dangerous to the public freedom to 
ee, | 


be longer endured. © | 


3. That more than feventy acts of Parliament have been paſſed ſince. 


the firſt invaſion of the liberties of Engliſhmen in the reign of Henry 
VI, for the purpoſe of regulating eleftions—that tumults and diſorders, 
bribery, perjury, and falſe returns, with a long train of other attendant 
evils, have ont 

which, under pretence of removing theſe evils, have in fat uated 
them, and at the ſame time have aboliſhed; and almoſt obliterated the 
remembrance of the univerſal right of ſuffrage, which forms one of the 
moſt important franchiſes of the Engliſh people. | 


4. That every attempt to baniſh bribery and corruption, and undue 


influence, while the preſent reſtrictions of the right of ſuffrage, and im- 


5 E repreſentation in a ſeptennial Parliament ſhall ſubſiſt, would only 


calculated to deceive and amuſe the nat ion to its final deſtruction 
5. That inſtead of adding to the number of our ſtatutes by regulations 


*% 


incompetent to the purpoſe propoſed, reformation. ſhould commence 


with 


rictions, and falſe meaſures of expediency, which 


Drs 


multiplied, in proportion as the acts were multiplied, 


* 


* 


1 „ ˖ i, 
with the reſcinding and Deuter of the injurious acts and illegal cuſtoms 
| above mentioned: thus would the Conſttiution, as if delivered from an 
= oppreflive weight that impedes its exertions, recover its energies; 
| "while the principles on which it is founded would ſuggeſt a * prac- 
ticable, and e al plan for regulating thoſe elections, on which our 
freedom, our happineſs, and our very national exiſtence muſt depend. 
 Coverned by theſe conſiderations, the Sub- committee have framed 
the following plan, in which they have made it their chief effort plainly 
to expreſs every 72 2210 roviſion for ſecuring the free election of an 
INDEPENDENT H USE OF PARLIAMENT—they have ftudiouſl 
/ Avoided entering into a detail—they have ſuggeſted to the beſt of their 
ability a plan, founded upon conſtitutional principles, and the common 
Tights of mankind—a plan expedient in our preſent circumſtances, and 
which may with facility be carried into execution by the Tpirited, yet 
pacific efforts of the people; provided their breaſts are informed with 
12 lame ſentiments of public virtue, and ardent love of liberty, which 
Have hitherto animated the exertions of the Engliſh nation, | 


-Plan for taking the ſuffrages of the people, at the election of repreſentatives 
4 „ en 5 | to fe ge in Park, : mt. | ' : 4 
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I. That each county be divided into as many diſtritts as it is intitled 
to cleft repreſentatives, each diſtri chuſing one repreſentative,, 
II. That the diviſion of the county into diſtricts be conſtituted in ſuch a 
manner, that each d&:ftrift contain nearly an equal number of males com- 
petent to vote in elections; regard being had, as much as may be, to 
the parochial diviſions of the kingdom, 2 each divifion comprehend 
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ds denomination the patiſh containing the greateſt number of 


III. That the election of tepreſentatives to ſexve in Parliament be 
HELD. ANNUALLY through England and Wales, upon the firſt Tueſ- 
day in july: that the election commence between the hours of eight 
and eleven, and be finally cloſed before ſun-ſet of the ſame day. 

IV. That all the male inhabitants of this country (aliens, minors, 
criminals, and inſane perſons excepted) be admitted to vote at the elec- 
tion of repreſentatives, ſubje& only to the forms, proviſions, and regu- 
lations ſpecihed in this report. | | N 
V. That the number of repreſentatives, returned by the inhabitants 

of each county of England and Wales, be ſettled for the term of ſeven 
years . according to the following ſchedule, vin. 

© That the county of Rutland, and the two Univerſities, return! 
each two Repreſentatives ' — ::!:„ — 6 

The counties of Huntingdon and Weſtmoreland, each three 6 

The county of Bedford, = | — — | | | . * 

— wth — rs * ſhire, each ſix * 4 

Bucks | Ire wit Hertfordſhire, Dorſet, Not-! 

0 tinghamſhire, Gli, Cad form e 1 

2 


— 


4 * 
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a certain number ey ee and moreover, that each-diſtrit receive 


a. cc. r 


. ret 21937 N N 1 b * Bro cht over - 112 
F err 
Staffordſhire, each ten e VR" T0001, PORES 
Hampſhire, Wilts, each eleven —  ____— — 11—22 
Glonceſterſhire, - thirteen — — — 13-1 
Eſſex, Surry with Southwark, each ſix teen! — 16-492 
Lincolnſhire, ſeventeen — 


| „ 1 — 1 7 
Kent, Lancaſhitd Somerſet, Suffolk, each eighteen — 1 


# . 
* . 
* 


* 


Durham biſhoprick with Northumberland evon, each 
twenty-one ao ee X — |; 1 
Norfolk, twenty-two — 22—22 


Wales with Monmouth, thirty, 


—  2- 


Middleſex with London and Weſtminſter, forty-five 45—4 
Vorkſhire, forty-ſiõx — — | — 46-4 
| | "Total 354g 


VI. That an exact roll be kept of the male inhabitants competent to 
vote in each patiſnh, continued down to the firſt Tueſday in June; and 
that no perſon be permitted to give his ſuffrage, whoſe name is not 
found in that roll. That this roll be delivered in upon oath of the 
Clergyman, Churchwardens. or other officers of the pariſh, to the 
Churchwardens of that pariſh of the diſtritt where the poll is taken. 
VII. That the Sheriff, together with all the 22 of the peace, 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Magiſtrates, form in each county a grand in- 
queſt, for allotting the diſtrifts in due proportion to the male inhabi- 
tants competent to vote, and for denominating the ſame ; and that ſuch 
inqueſt be finally ſettled, and notice of the allotment given to each 
pariſh comprehended in the diſtrift, within the term of ten days afler 

| A 


the firſt; Tueſday, in Jupe. 


ö . 2 on as £123; 20 enn „en 
VIII. That the election of the repreſentatives of the people be made 
at the principal town or village of the diſtricbtt. FE 
IX. That the poll of each diſtrif be taken by ballot, under the con- 
duRt 4 the churchwardens of the pariſh in the di ſtrict M, e the election 
is made. | F i 
Xx. The Churchwardens of the diſtrict, at the cloſe of the poll, ſhall 
declare the name of the perſon elected, and certify the ſame to the Sbe- 
8 in order to its being tranſinitted to 4 Clerk of the Crown in 
ancery. . | |; Ti f TY 
/ XI. That the ANNUAL SESSION of Parliament ſhall commence. 
upon the firſt. Thurſday in November, unleſs ſomè extraordinary event, 
or urgent national buſineſs, ſhould make it indiſputably. requiſite for the 
Crown to aſſemble it before the ſtated period, © Ls 
XII. That the Seflion terminate upon the laſt day of April, unleſs 
the national buſineſs ſniould be ſooner diſpatched ;'the'Crown 'neverthe- 
leſs, having the power to prolong the Seſſion beyond the ſtated period, 1 
if any urgent buſineſs remain unfiruſhed ; in which caſe, the Parliament 
_ continue its ſitting to the firſt Tueſday in Julß 1 ooo nt 
XIII. That all Members of the Commons“ Houſe of Parliament, be- 
fore taking -thieir ſeats} declare upon "oath, That they do not hold any 
othce'or emolument at the will of the Crown, or- its ſervants,” or ary © 
Lord of parliament ; that they will give due attendance to buſineſs, and 
aft with all fidplity; to the people in the diſcharge of their important 


truſt, 129% 100 urge io 54-26 51 50208 S997 TON ee 


road K . XIV, That 


L 68 3 


XIV. Tust all Members ſerving in Parliament be intitled to reaſon. 
able wages,” according to the wholeſpme, praRice' of ancient times. 
XV. That all cle&ion cauſes be finally decided by Jury before the 


Judges of Aſſize... es 99 4 1 
XVI. That every perſon, competent to give his ſuffrage as an eleQor, 
de alſo eſteemed qualified to bo elected to ſerve his country in Parlia- 
| ment, - 25 1 | | | 


3 I. Brand Hortis, Chairman. 

| 8 - Hane e 1 BY MI" DET x. N 
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| 2 ATa numerous meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation, the follow. 
ing reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


* © Whereas, from the Þ»te abominable outrages committed by the loweſt 
claſs of the populace in London, occaſion hath been taken, by perſons 
hoſtile to the juſt rights and freedom of the People, to defame the Aſſo- 
ciation. of this county, and of counties and proces corporations of 
England, as being calculated to produce ſimilar acts of violence, not- 
withſtanding the expreſs and ſolemn declaration of their purpoſe to 
ſupport, by legal and pactfic methods. the propoſitions for a REFORM in 
the expenditure of public money, and for a more EQUAL REPRESENTA- 
TION, and SHORTER: DURATION ef PARLIAMENT, _ 

Reſolved, That from What ver quarter thoſe defamatory ſuggeſtions 
may have come, this Committee doth hold them in contempt, as miſrepre- 


8 ſentations vainly contrived to intimidate and deter the Aſſociated Bodies / 
_ from the proſecution of their juſt and neceſſary Plan of PUBLIC RE- 
| FORMA ; N. 16 5 een B83 230 | | n 


Reſolved, That notwithſtanding. the rejection of every material re- 
gulation propoſed to Parliament, + Rays the laſt ſeſſion, for introducing 
a more economical management of the public revenues, and effecting a 

| proper diminution of the exceſſive influence of the . in confor- 
=. mity'to the wiſhes of the People, and to the vote of Parliament itſelf, 
| on the 6th of April Ja, this Committee doth cohfide in the firmneſs 
atid energy of the Nation, not doubting but their ſteady perſeverance 

in an orderly and legal ſupport of the mæaſures of their reſpecti ve Aſ- 
ſociations, will, in due time, be found effectual to obtain a complete re- 
| drefs of thoſe alartfuy evils, and alſo to correct the inveterate abuſes in 

the DURATION and REPRESENTATION OF PARLIAMENT, 

which are the true origin and ſource of all our national grievances. 
"Reſolved, That if, on any future unhappy interruption of the public 
eace, orders ſhall, he iſſued, to the military. force to diſarm. peaceable 
ubjetts, being Proteſtants. under any pretence of example or precedent, 
drawn from any order given to that eſſect during the late tumults in 
London, ſuch orders ought! Nor to be complied, with, being contrary to the 
natural right of ſelfedefence, contrary to the, politive law of the land, and 
directly tending. to the utter ruin of our liberties, by the introduction of 
=.” 2 Military EE 1116 oof 97g dion dns) 1 wang ng Fo 1-4 

| - Reſolved, that the interference of the military for the ſuppreſſion of 
liots, not under the direction of the civil magiſtrate, but at the diſere · 
| Nu IA 5 tp” aca 
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Princes of the houſe of 


2 f 6 ] 3 
tion of their commanding officer, is a dangerous deviation from th 
uſual and conſtitutional 2 during the reigns of the reg ſe 


neceſſity alone can render excuſable. 


| Reſolved, That however the order for the interference of the military 
at their diſcretion for the ſuppreſſion of the late riots in the metropolis, 
may have been unavoidable, from the preſſing circumſtances of the 
caſe, via. from the great neſs of the danger, and the intimidation of the 
magiſtracy, from the due execution of their office, in maintaining or re- 
ſtoring the public peace; yet the extenſion of ſimilar orders to the 
army in other parts of the kingdom, where no preſſing danger actually 
exits, and where no reluctance in the magiſtracy to perform their duty 
can ” reaſonably ſuſpeted, cannot be detec on any real ground of 
neceſſity. | | 
Reſolved, That it is the deareſt intereſt of every private ſubject, as well 
as his bounden duty, by the law of the land, to exert himſelf accord- 
ing to his utmoſt abilitf to maintain the peace of the country, ſo that 
order may, without the aid or interpoſition of any military force, 
effectually preſerved within the ſame. | 
' Reſolved, That this Committee will, at a future meeting, proceed to 
a nomination of delegates to attend in London next winter, to commu- 
nicate with the delegates of other Petitioning or Aſſociated Bodies, on 
the means of carrying into effect the objects of their Petitions or Aſſo- 


ciations. | | 
C. Wrviitr, Chairman. 


At the adjourned meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation, | 


— 


Reſolved, That, as we do not flatter ourſelves that the commiſſion. of 


accounts, appointed by the late Act, r n the Public that effectual 
redreſs which it wiſhes, Mr, Burke be deſired to preſent again, in the 


next ſeſſion of Parliament, his Bill.“ for the better regulation of his 
« Majeſty's civil eſtabliſhment, and of certain public offices; for the 


« limitation of penfions, and the ſuppreſſing of ſundry uſeleſs, expenſive, 
and inconvenient plates, and for applying the monies ſaved thereby to 


the public ſervice; and that the Chairman be requeſted to write to 


Mr. Burke accordingly. 


- F 


| C. Wev1ti, Chairman. | 
. Y + ; ro! —— | of 

The following Letter was fent by Mr. We v11.uy Chairman of the Committee, 

ao the Right Hon. the Earl of ExF1NGHAM, | 

By order of the Committee of Aſſociation, 1 have the honor to 


f 


communicate to your Lordihip the vote which admits you a member o 


their body. 


When the Committee firſt met to deliberate on a Plan for a PAR. 


LIAMENTARY REFORM, in order to give ſecurity to our COM-" 
MON, LIBERITV, they thought it, in the earlier ſtages of that buſi- 
neſs, improper to admit members of either Houle of Parliament as welt 

| | R 2 * ; * out 


anover, which the moſt urgent and evident 


8 


10 1 


out of. delicacy to the members themſelves, as from other obvious conſi- 
erations; but now, when that 17 has been maturely digeſted and 
ſettled, ſuch ohjections no longer ſubſiſt, and therefore it is with the 
greateſt pleaſure that they admit your Lordſhip (Who has already ho- 
nored the Aſſociation with your ſignature) to take a part in their deli- 
berations. 4 " 3 | "= f \ 43. 4 ah F $79 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


| N * - 4 2. $7 f 
4 N 
g 4 | 2 York, Aug. g. ** C. WVVIIL, Chairman.“ 


1 [4 Janilar letter wits fent'to Charles Turner, 25.) l 


MID oTEsZXx ConmrTrEs or ASSOCIATION; ' * 
1 it ba, Gen peta e ee tom Det. 6, 1780. 
1 e e That the reſolutions & the-Committee for the 
county of York (ſee the preceding page) be adopted, as fully expreſſi ve 
_ " of the ſentiments of this Committees. 
4 * 45 22 Kot. BL $924 5 . 1 
5 3 ack 
rn Pate York-Tavern, Jan. 1, 1981. 


Reſolved, that three deputies be appointed to attend in London, te | 

communicate with the delegates of other petitioning or ASSOCIATED j 
bodies, on the means of carrying into effect, the objects of their pe- 
titions or aſſociations. * 5 29 TIO © es 

- Reſolved, That, copies of the following inſtrument of nomination, 
with inſtructions to the above-named' deputics, be tranſmitted by the 
BY por ar ane bal beverage hredien 
ws at eee il aut Sr . 3 
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„ ede e e e Ns LNU MEN T eee eee, 
Appointing Deputies with inſtruftions from the COMMITTEE Or 
ASSOCIATION for the county of York, to meet and deliberate 
with Deputies” from other counties, cities, and boroughs, &c. and 
in concurrence with them, to take the moſt effectual meaſures, con- 
| 79 with law and the conſtitution, to promote the objects of that 
Aſloclation. Dated at York, January 3, 1781. ea a 
The Committee of ASSOCIATION having been empowered by a 
general meeting of the county of York, held on the 28th of March; 
780, to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional meaſures as to them ſhall a 
pear moſt expedient for promoting the objects of the ASSOCIATION 
adopted by that aſſembly, doth nominate and appoint three gentlemen 
to be their deputies, with full power, on the 20th day of February next, | 
or as ſoon after as conveniently may be, to meet in London or Weſt- 0 
minſter, and to confer with ſuch perſons as may attend the propoſed 
meeting of deputics, who ſhall have received authority: far hat pur- 


; poſe, 
. 
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any committee appointed by the ſame, 


- You ſhall concur with the deputies, from other counties, cities, ank 
| boroughs, &c. or the majority of them, in any proper application to 


Parliament, during the continuance of your deputed authority, for 
correfting the grols abuſes in the expenditure of public money, and for 
reducing the increaſed and increaſing influence of the crown, Which 


ought to be diminiſhed, provided the redreſs of grievances, propoſed . 


as the object of ſuch application, ſhall be equivalent to the œconomi- 
cal REFORM requeſted by the petition of this county to the laſt Par- 
liament. And when this important meaſure. for correcting public pro- 


fuſion, and reducing the undue influence of the crown, ſhall have been 


taken into conſideration, and in ſome 1 advanced, you 


viſeable mode of applying to Parliament, to obtain a more we has re- 


undred 


daneful progreſs of corruption, now manifeſtly tending to the ruin of 
onſtitution. * | Künne! 17 
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our ha 


aſſociation, that material advantage would more clearly reſult to the 
conſtitution, if the DURATION OF PARLIAMENT WERE 
SHORTENED, when a more frugal management of the public purſe, 
a reduQtian/ of the undue influence of the crown, and a» more equal re- 
preſentation of the people have taken place; and not expecting that 
abuſes, profitable to individuals, however. injurious to the community, 
can be corrected without many difficulties and much laborious exertion, 


will not poſitively direct you the faid deputies to move the concurrence 


of the other deputies, in a farther application to SHORTEN THE 


pole, from any county, city; or borough within this kingdoms, or from; . 


And this committee conſidering according to the principles of the 


DURATION OF PARLIAMENT, IO A TERM NOT EXCEED- 


ING THREE YEARS; but fully confiding in your judgment and 
fidelity to the public cauſe, commits to your diſcretion to determine, 


. „ to the actual cireumſtances which may ariſe in the courſe of 


your conference, whether ſuch motion may be prudent and adviſeable, 
or premature and inconvenient at preſent, and fit to be poſtponed to a 
future ſeſhon of Parliament; and to act therein accordingly. .. - 10 
repreſent their views of public reformation, by peaceful and legal 
means, and wiſhing to obviate imputations injurious to the intended 
general deputation, by which the juſt and neceflary purpoſe of that aſ- 
ſembly may be detamed and finally defeated, doth hereby moſt ſtrictly 
require you the ſaid deputies, to confine your propoſitions in the ge- 


neral meeting of deputies, to the reform ſpecified in this inſtrument, or 


And this committee, anxious to guard againſt every attempt ta miſ- 


, 


to regulations by plain and neceſſary connexion immediately dependent 


upon them. 


And this committee doth molt expreſsly require you the ſaid deputies Wo: 


to promote the ſeveral objects of public REFORMATION, ſignified 


in this inſtrument, to the beſt of your judgment, and to the utmoſt of your: 


. | l 2 power, . 


4 


. | © ]* | | 

power, by orderly means alone, by dutiful application to Parliament 

or by ſuch other prudential meaſures às may be perfectly confifient 
with law and the-confſtitution; © | | 155 I 
And if any farther regulations for reſtoring the conſtitution ſhall be 
ſuggeſted by the deputies of any other county or city, &c. this com- 
mittee not being empowered itſelf, and therefore unable to empower 
their deputies to accede to any reſolution concerning ſuch new pro- 
poſal, doth hereby authoriſe and require two or more of you the ſaid 
- deputies, in ſuch cafe, to call an extraordinary meeting of this committee; 
iving a ſufficient notice thereof in the public papers, and to report 
fach new propoſition to the committee, in order that the propriety of 
calling a county meeting to conſult the general body of freeholders on 
the ſubject. may be dul; conſide res. „ eee IO 
Laſtly, This commigt&e doth reſolve, that the authority hereby given 
to you the ſaid deputies ſhall ceaſe and determine on 802 iſt of May, 
178: and doth require, that at the next meeting of the committee, 
Aer the expiration of this authority, à report of the proceedings of 
the general meeting of deputies be laid by you befdte the committec. 


Reſolved, That the following addreſs from this committee to the 
eleftors of Great Britain, be printed and publiſhed as the act of this 
committee; and that copies thereof, and of the inſtructions to the depu- 
ties be tranſmiited to the chairman of the ſeveral petitioning and aſſo- 
ciated bodies in this kingdom. 1 wo I 
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aber aiding e ho eee, writs Nat <A RHO 
ADDRESS os rus COMMITTEE or ASSOCIATION for the 
County of York, to the Electors of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs with- 
in the Kingdom of Great Britain, agreed upon at their Meetings, held on 


*- the third and fourth in ſtant, at York. _ 


Aſter much diſpaſſi onate refletion on the multiplied grievatices of our 
country, on the neectlity of ſome ſubſtantial redreſs, and the moſt pru- 
dent mode of attempting to obtain it, the committee of Yorkſhire have 
appointed the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſg. and Sir 
James Norcliffe, Bart. their deputies, with full power t6 meet and de- 
berate with deputies from other counties, cities, and boroughs, and 
in concurrence with them to take the moſt effeftual meaſures, conſiſtent 
with law and the conſtitution, to promote that political reform which 
the county of York has aſſociated to ſupport. RE e eee 
The committee are perf ctly ſatisfied that ſuch deputation is ſtrictly 
legal, and conſonant with every principle of the conſtitution. The 
right to petition Parliament for a redreſs of grievances, is a funda- 
mental right of the Britiſn people; and the exerciſe of that right, in 
any mode which is prohibited by no poſitive ſtatute, cannot be unlaw- 
ful. Let it be acknowledged, then, that this depuration is an uncom- 
mon appointment; uncommon diſtreſs has called it forth; and when 
new dangers ariſe to public liberty, new modes of defence, adapted to 
reſiſt the attack, are not only juſtifiable, but abſolutely neceflary for 
us preſervation. The truth of this obſervation will hardly be con- 
| teſted by thole, who, underſtanding the nature and value of a li- 
5 verty, 
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berty, have the ſpirit to ſupport it, by a ſtrenuous exertion of their 
legal ers. But it may be expected that much miſrepreſentation and 
artful ſuggeſtions will 1 by the obſtruftors of REFORMA - 
TION, to calumniate the committee, and by exciting groundleſs ap» 
prehenſions of innovation, and hazardous oppoſition to government, 
to alienate the great body of independent elettors from the public cauſe. 
It is not only thought expedient, thegeſore, to ſubmit to general in- 
ſpettion the inſtruttions of the committee to their deputies; but alſo 
to ſtate, in a full and explicit manner, their views of public RE» 
FORMATION, and the motives of their political condutt for pro- 
moting that important work. Wh ther their interpoſition for that 
rpoſe be proper or ſeaſonable; whether the means of redreſs they 
ve propoſed be practicable and prudent; whether the. end itſelf be 
juſt and neceflary ; theſe are queſtions in which they fe-l themſelves 
too deeply concerned to pronounce their opinion. To the judgment 
of their countrymen they appeal; to the dæciſion of men of candour, 
moderation, and upright intentions; to the public thewchearfully ſub- 
mit their conduct; with ſuch men they ſincer-ly wiſh to co-operate 3 
and from their approbation and concurrence they derive their only 
hope, that the progreſs of corruption may yet be checked by pacific 
means, and the Paritament of this country may be reitored in ſome des 
gree to the purity of its original inſtitution. 22 % 13 e 
During the reigns of the four Princes of the Houſe of Stuart, fre» 
quent attempts were made, by thoſe weak but ambitious Monarchs, to 
overturn the conſtitution; to abohſh Parliaments, and to aſſume by force 
an unlimited and defpotic authority. Succcecmug Princes, warned by 


the repeated miſcarriages and final ruin oi that family, at the Revolution, 


leem to have adopted a milder but not leſs dangerous mode of attack. 
From that period, inſtead of violent uſurpation, and declared hoſtility 
to Parliaments, it has been the preyailing policy of Government to ems 
ploy the arts of ſeduction, and by creating a corrupt dependance in thoſe 
aſſemblies, virtually to emancipate the Crown from all controul. For 
almoſt a century, corruption, with few exceptions, and ſhort, very ſhort 
interruptions, has been the avowed principle of ot Government... The, 
tendency of this fatal ſyſtem has loug been ſeen and deplored by the 
wiſe and virtuous part of the community. But while the reſtoration 
of the Stuart line was an cvent within any degree of probability, the re+ 
turn of undiſguiſed deſpotiſm was the immecyate danger, againſt which 
the growing influence of the Crown was nwarihy cheriſhed as the only 
aate defence. In later times, in the full flow of national-pride and 
— perity, to ſtem the torrent of corruption, had been a vain and unpro · 
able attemp TIS; ; 4 n {64g 14 f "12. 10 169319 
But now, by the unſpeakable mfatuation of our councils; the fcene:of 
national glory is changed; with much of our foreign trade our naval 
ſuperiority is loſt; our American provinges are diſmembered from the 
empire; and our ancient foes, aided by our once friendly ally, and en : 
couraged by almoſt every other European power, are proudly inſuſting 
oyer this wretched country. At home, agriculture and manufactures 
decline, as the load of taxes and our public debts inc reaſe; the national 
ſubſtance is waſting faſt away. by the profuſion of expence in this raſh 


and unfortunate war; and the influence of the Crown fed by that very 


Prodigality, and increaſed in full proportion to it, is now fwoli to a 
moſt alarming magnitude, The ſyſtem of :corraption has reached to its 
10 nennen iger eee Kain 9" nee maturity: 
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- maturity; and the eriſis of dur country is at length arrived. The amputa- 
tion of that poiſonous tumour, the excreſcence of our vitiated conſtitu- 


tion, muſt, therefore, be reſolved on, or political diſſolution muſt ſoon 
be the unzvoidable conſequenetee. LES SPUR 
With an alternative like this before them, the choice of freemen is 
ſoon determined. The committee, therefore, took an early and active 
part in ſupport of that petition, to the Houſe of Commons, which was 
agreed to at a general meeting of the county of York, on the goth of De. 
cember, 1 779: and which was ſoon after preſented to that Houſe, With 
great ſatis faction they obſerved the ſingular unanimity of ſo many counties 
and corporate towns, who honoured this county with their concurrence 
in that meaſure, ſupporting their propoſition for an œconomical reform, 
and adopting, not unfrequently, the language of their petition. The 
fatisfattion of the committee aroſe not from a fond: parental partiality 
ſor their own ͤ production, but from the juſt hope that concurrence 
ſeemed to afford, that ſo temperate a reform, requeſted by the general 
voice of the people, would not be ſolicited in vain from the repreſen- 
tative aſſembly. But in theſe expectations, however apparently reaſon- 
able, they have been miſerably diſappointed. The inadequate relief in 
the mode of collecting the public revenues, with ſome official regula- 
tions, which poſſibly may be obtained hereafter, by the dilatory opera- 
tion of a commiſſion of accounts, is not that reform which the people 
aſked, and had a right to expect. The memorable but ineffectua vote, 
that the influence of the crown ought to be diminiſhed, only ſerved to 


cover that venal aſſembly with eternal ſhame, For not one ſpecific pro- 


fition for diminiſhing the enormous influence of the crown has been 
granted; not one exorbitant emolument of office has been reduced; 
not one ſinecure place has been aboliſhed; nor a ſingle penſion unme- 
rited by public ſervice ſtruck. off the liſt, * Even the motion of the 
excellent repreſentative of Yorkſhire, for the production of that liſt,'was 
negatived by a corrupt majority. n n 
The committee may be ſhocked, but they are not diſcouraged, by 


. 


* » thoſe evident proofs of the proſtitution of that aſſembly. On the con- 


trary, they are more fully convinced, that the ahuſes of Parliament it- 
ſelf are become the principal object of public REFORMATION, A- 


mong theſe the inequality in the repreſentation of the le may juſtly 
de pointed out as the fundamental abuſe. peop! 22. 7 


he balance of our conſtitution had been wiſely placed by our fore- 
fat hers in the hands of the counties and 8 and towns; 
but by the caprice and partiality of our kings, from Henry VI. down 
to Charles II. it was gradually withdrawn from them, and by the ad- 
dition of two hundred parliamentary burgeſſes, was whally inveſted in 


the inferion boroughs. ' From that latter period, the miſchiefs of this 


irregular-exerciſc of royal authority have been farther increaſed by the 
filent/ operation of time. Many unrepreſented towns have riſen into 
population, wealth, and conſequence, in the kingdom; many bo- 
roughs:have ſunk inta indigence, or have even totally diſapprared, 
without a trace of their exiſtence left behind them, except the privi- 
lego of nominal repreſentation. In theſe decayed boroughs, the Crown 
and a few great families notoriouſly nominate repreſentatives, Who 


Form à clear majority of the Houſe of Commons. In that majority a 
liberal miniſter will 1eyer find a ready ſupport, however ruinous the 
meaſutes of his adminiſtratim may be ta the liberty. and. the igencrał 


intereſt of his country. The members who repreſent the great maſſes of 
landed and commercial Property, ſhall plead in vain for their conſtituents, 
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the ſcale. of parliamen r ion, an inconſiderable village 
wil balance of go ; T1 ſhort liſt of hamlets, where hardly a vel: 
tige of population is to be found, will decide againſt the general ſenſe” 
and wiſhes of the public. A parliament el in any reaſonable pro- 
portion, would duly repreſent the ſenſe, and a& for the. intereſt of the 
whole community; but from a Senate thus unequally arranged, no pe- 


val laws, no external regulations can exclude corruption; becauſe in 


ſituations of no controul, partial advantage will ſtill 5 the pub. 
lic good. In royal innovation, this groſs abuſe in the repreſentation of 
the people chiefly originates. From parliamentary authority, a proper 
counterpoize to theſe dependent boroughs muſt be reſtored to the coun - 
ties and principal cities, &c, before that aſſembly can become onc 
more a firm and incorraptible guardian of the public well. 
The SEPTENNIAL DURATION of Parliaments is another mani- 
feſt abuſe which calls aloud for reformation. The ſtatute enacting that 
regulation was not only a contradiction to the genius of our conſtitution, 
it was a direct infringement of the triennial law, under whoſe authority 
that Houſe of Commons then ſat, and had been elected. It was an 
irregular aſſumption of power, which the alledged neceſſity of the 
times could hardly excuſe ; it was profeſſed to be a temporary expedient, 
to guard againſt the cabals of the 'baniſhed ang and it was reluc- 
tantly Tubmitted to on that fingle 'account, But fince the Ppretenſions 
of that family to the throne have been univerſally exploded, the re- 
| of the ſeptennial act is a matter of Juſtice which ſtate policy no 
ns forbids, and which the ow have the cleigelt right to de- 
mand. e e PARLIAMENT are their ancient, indubitable right; 
they are allo neceſſary for re-eſtabliſhing that dependence of the repre- 
ſentative aſſembly on the conſtituent body which it is the peculiar aim 


and advantage of our happy conſtitution to maintain. A more equa 


repreſentation would reſtore the balance of our government to the bulk 
of the electors; a SHORTER DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, . 
by returning members more frequently, to be 1 or rejected 
by their conſtituents, as their parliamentary conduct might deſerve, 
would ever ſecure the fidelity and vigilance of the repreſentative aſ- 
ſembly. By a temperate REFORM of Parliament on theſe principles, 
the ſyſtem of corruption might be effectually excluded, and eemoy. 
ment of our liberties might be tranſmitted to the lateſt poſterit p. 
. Imprefſed with theſe ſentiments," the Committee of Yorkſhire are 
not diſpoſed to relax in their pacific efforts to reſtore the conſtitution, 
becauſe the laſt Houſe of Commions thought fit to reje& the moſt mas 
terial parts of the ceconomical petition. The neceſſity for cencerting 
proper meaſures to ſupport that petition, and alſo to obtain a reform in 
the principal parliamentary abuſes, only vs nya more evidently de- 
monſtrable. For if the | hom conſtituent, body requeſted that Houſe in 
vain to correct groſs and undeniable abuſes ; if the alarm at the = 
increaſe of the influence of the Crown, was at once admitted to bg 
Juſt and well founded, and yet every meaſure for the diminutzon of it Was 
rejected with contempt, that Houle juſtly forfeited the public conh- 
dence, In that Houle, it is plain our domeſtic complaints have their 
foundation, and without a reformation of fundamental abuſes there, the 
interpoſition of the people will be worſe than nugatory. Declarations 
of the public ſenſe, in a regular way, are the ultimate check of the 
conſtitution on a corrupt Parliament, or a tyrannical Adminiſtratio! 


Rhe it Er been beiter and, wiſer yr if the people, wer exouchin 


3 tu 
5 the preffüre of AY bur lens, had t hien ener 
er-the unjuſt : jection of their 124 Po Whey ſhould tarfiel neal 
00 rights, 02 fink a once inf 1 5 chuleſency, e peo, 
N. not to in vial or calions, ut when gre it 
and enormous abules 8 n ig their LOS they ought not to inter. 
in Van. 
ft s neceſlary then, that the collective fen ſe of the 2 5 mould be 
ſuz dated os, molt eff efficacious meaſures Which can be deviſed, cons 
| Ghent with a ſtrict obedience to the regulations of the law, For the 
a 91 mW 8 it an eſtabliſhment of wid extent ; 3 8 the re- 
ivers of that eſt. bl ſbment form 3 a 8 well- compatted band, 
Se to 2 1 every rofitable abuſe with united rength, In 
ofition. to that mercenary e he, efforts of a few ſolitary indi- 
Vviddals. or even 2 feu e cities and counties, would be too 
| val to ſucceed. rom the joint endeavours of the ublic a politi- 
45 el eo Thee can on!. be expected. N or this purpoſe general al. 
ſembli tes. 5 5 "Fre 
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| Vhether eh in ths _ ailtigs of "Te e aQtin | 
bs their reſ 'eQtive committees and general de utation, from t , 
bee 0 collekting and ſup-- 
orting t e ſenſe of the, public, the committee of Yorkſhire are CON» 
cious, it. is not their art to deeide, but it is a feaſible mode; it is 
Ee. and by this mode. they truſt, the unite 
orts of Ver men, throughout the kingdom, will be crowned , i; 
5 gr and complete ſucceſs. 
4 e meaſures Which the committee with to recommend, as the * 
a of this general d-putation, are, 

1. The preſentment of a petition to the new Parliament, equivalent 
in its ayer to the petition of the county of. York, | 


2. ication to Parliament in ſuch modes, and at fuch times 
as may be approved by the majority of deputies, for obtaining at leaſt 
one hundred additional county members, AND FOR SHORTEN- 

NG THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS 10 A TERM 
NOT EXCEEDING THREE YEARS. 


If the committee had confined their deputies to upper the œcono · 
wic! petition, Without attempting to obtain any correction of par- 
liatnentary abuſes, it is plain their ſcheme of reformation would have 

een a defetti i . ard in the preſent circumſtances would not 

ave delerved the national ſupport. "On the other hang, if they had 
extended their plan of reformation to the utmoſt ſtreteh which theory 
Fan warrant, they might have propoſed an efficatious reform indeed, but 
it Would not have been attainable, To the zealous advogates for AN- 
NUAL Patliaments, and the. perfect equality of repreſentation, avy 


* 
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# 


moſt ready to concede, that thoſe propoſitioris may he ſupported 

e ancient practice of the conſtirution, 2d the genuine theory of 'c 
fiverty. But when this country is in manifeſt danger of linking under 
at eſpotic authority, which now tramples on Auel tvety' other Eu- 
Toptan — 6— friends df L Hor to 1 
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the total-laſy of liberty, by aiming at fl ical, fog unn per- 


feftion, In given circumſtances, that is the moſt el ible lan of ig 
provement, Which is the beſt that can be attained, FWiuh the, Her. 
is and many. counties, theſe conſiderations ſeem to have had thei 
* weight; and by the generous aſſiſtance, with the coneurrence of 
thoſe reſpettable counties, &c. which have already ſupported the ¶ co- 
nomical Petition, therę is every reaſon to expect that conſtitutional im- 
proyements may be obtained, which approach as nearly to a perfett ſyſ- 
tem of Reform as the temper and actual circumſtances of the nation 
would allow, | r | | 
Some excellent bony to "_ the py Plan of Reformation 
unexceptionably proper, have yet objected to the fition at 
ne Their —.— would ke been,, and al — be, 


received with high reſpect and gratitude. But in the preſent ſituation 


of diſtreſs, the Committee are clearly convinced, that procraſtination 
and indeciſion would not be conſiſtent with true political prudence. 
For when can the correction of abuſes be propoſed with ſuch propriety 
or ſo much probability of ſucceſs, as when their miſchievous conſe- 
quences are moſt ſeverely felt? What can induce a corrupt Parliament 
to aboliſh corruption? Not the weight of reaſon; not the force of 
ſhame ;z but the AUTHORITY OF THE PUBLIC alone, But the 
"fame general concurrence of the People, which can reform the corru 
expenditure of public money, with equal eaſe can corre& thoſe Parlia- 
mentary defects, whence that corruption originates. There lies the root 
of our domeſtic evils; and it is the duty of the Committee to point it 
out, and to admoniſh their fellow-citizens, that NOTHING SHORT 
OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORMATION DESERVES 
RE Et Lf ts nec Bp 
Since the defeftion of Pultengy from the Public Cauſe, the profeſ- 
ſions of political men have been Nad extreme Ae. Pibntere 
ed men have looked with unconcern on the ſtruggles of contendin 
parties; and, it muſt be ewned, contending parties have too generall: 
— it. The individuals who form the ſplendid exception are 
few; and they have not been able much to diminiſh the popular diſj- 
truſt. Hence the long and unavailing ſtruggle of public men, unſup- 
2 by national confidence ; hence the reluctance of unambitious 
n to embark on any other bottom than that ſtipulated reform of par- 
| liamentary abuſes. 57 F | 
Tze diſtreſs of their country has at laſt induced ſuch men to make 
the virtuous attempt. Uninfluenced by perſonal regard, or partial con- 
ſiderations; animated with an honeſt zeal for the welfare of the com- 
munity, they have quitted their private, but independent ſtations, to 
roſecute a full redreſs of the national grievances ; but if a diſpoſition 
Rould appear to confine their generous undertaking to the regulation 
of a few official abuſes, of ſecondary importance in the ſcale of public 
affairs, it is impoſſible to preſerve, the fupport of fuch men on thele 
2 nor on thoſe conditions would this Committee wiſh to pre- 
rve it, | | . 
The General Good, therefore, ſeems to require, that the correction of thoſe 
Abuſes in Parliament, which are the foundation of our domeſtic calamities, 
be now propoſed to the Public, as the proper and principal object of their 
united endeauors, 9 5 | | | 


Having thus freely tated to their countcymen their views of rare 


mation, and the wotives of their public conduct the Comminee zruſt | 
9 | „ | a 


* 


to ſupport in that Aſſembly, ſuch of t 


ö 1 1 7 


that the other counties, cities, and boroughs, who concur in theſe pol 


tical ſentiments, in whole or in part, will co-operate with the intended 
GENERAL DEPUTATION, by 3 Deputies, with power 
ele propofutions of reform as they 
may reſpectively approve,' P 
By a long train of fatal miſconduct, the wealthy grandeur, the ſuper. 
eminent power of this empire are, perhaps, irrecoverably loſt. But in 
the general wreck which threatens the fortunes of the Public, their vi- 
. and timely interpoſition may yet preſerve the Liberty and the 


Conſtitution of Britain. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to the Rev. 


Mr. Wyvil, for drawing up the foregoing addreſs. 


5 ated Bodies throughout the kingdom. 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to David 


Hartley, Eſq. for his unwearied and diſintereſted ſervices in the Public 
"Cauſe; and alſo, their particular acknowledgements for his addreſs to 
this Committee, dated this day. | e 

S 15 C. Wrviir, Chairman. 


1 


2411 | | 2 York Tavern, Jan. 45 1781. | 
At the adjourned Meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation, 
We. . © Rev. Mr. Wyvill in the Chair, | 


© Refolved, That David Hartley, Eſq. be requeſted to, permit this 


Committee to publiſh his excellent addreſs to them, dated Jan. 3, 1781. 
. Reſolved, That if Mr, Hartley ſhall give his permiſſion to this Com- 
mittee to publiſh his addreſs, copies thereof be immediately tranſmit- 
ted, with their recommendation, to the other Petitioning and Aſſoci 


| $ 
| Ln. Bi.” 
4 


I. | 
; U 2 


HUNTINGDON. 


At a General Meeting of the Huntingdonſhire Committee of Aſſo, 


ciation, held at Buckden, on Tueſday, December 26, 1780, the reſolu- 


tions of the county of York (ſee page 68) were propoſed, and unani- 


mouſly agreed to. > | | 
. e R. BZMXAA, Chairman. 


At the adjourned General Meeting of the Huntingdonſhire Com- 


mittee of Aſſociation, held at Buckden, on the 11th day of January, 


1782, c 14 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to, every houſckeeper to have pro- 
per ARMS, ſuch as MUSQUET and BAYONET, and to be ready 


and expert in the uſe of them; to be prepared againſt all emergencies 


that may ariſe from any attack of our many ſurrounding enemies, or any 


/ 


7 


invaſion of our Rights and Liberties. 8 


- Reſolved, That three Deputies be appointed to attend in London 
or Weſtminſter, to communicate with the Delegates of other Petition- 
þ ; k | : | 5 a % i in g 


: 4% 


„ 


| [ 79 5] a 4% : S 
ing or Aſſociated Bodies on the means of carrying into effect the ob- 
jeas of their Fetitions or Aſſociations. * 
| ny R. Bernard, Chairman. 
P — — | a - : | 
DEVON. | | 
At a Meeting of the Committee of the county of Devon, held purſuant to ad- 
Journment at the Caſtle of Devon, on Tueſday Jan. 9, 1981. 
THIS committee, appointed by a general county meeting, held the 


_ 28th day of Januery, 1980, for ſupporting the objects of their 2 


preſented to Parliament, (praying that effectual meaſures might be taken 
to enquire into and corrett the groſs abuſes in the raiſing and expenditure 
of public money, and to reſtrain the enormous and unconſtitutional in- 
fluence of the Crown, ariſing from the grant of ſinecure places, exorbi- 
tant emoluments of office, and penſions unmerited by public ſervice) 
think it now incumbent on them to proceed to make the following 
declarations : 2 Ae tte - 3 5 
Firſt, It is with the utmoſt regret that this committee finds itſelf under 
the neceſlity of declaring, that hitherto nothing hath been done by Par- 
liament towards effecting the ends defired by the petition of this, as well 
as of ſeveral other counties, of England, notwithſtanding the late Houſe 
of Commons did, by a reſolution of theirs, made on the 6th of April 
laſt, and by ſeveral other reſolutions, acknowledge the juſtneſs of the 


| FEY of the ſaid petitions, and the competency, as well as the duty of 


arliament, immediately to proceed to a reform of the abuſes and griev- 
ances complained of. Yet, inſtead of proceeding to that reform, the 
very influence complained of, was exerted either to reje& in the firſt 
inſtance, or to baffle in its progreſs, every propoſition that was offered 
to the conſideration of Parliament, for effecting the ends propoſed, | 


Secondly, This committee think they cannot, in juſtice to their fel- 


| low-ſubje&s, help declaring their apprehenſions at the precedent eſta- 


bliſhed for a new and dangerous acceſſion of power to the Crown, in 
taking occaſion from the late riots in London, and Weſtminſter (ariſing 
from other cauſes, and from the ſuppoſed inactivity of the magiſtrates _ 
of the metropolis) toeſtabliſh a military power, independent of the civil 
authority, under the colour of preſerving the peace, which power was at 


the ſame time exerted far beyond the period of time, or the local cir- 
cumſtances to which it was pretended to be applied, while every artifice + 


has been made uſe of to confound and miſrepreſent the peaceable pro- 
ceedings of thoſe who wiſhed to-redreſs the conſtitutional ' grievances - 
of the people, expreſſed by their petitions, as tending to promote ſedi- 
tion, and encourage public diſturbances, | | 79 
Thirdly, This committee think it neceſſary to declare their concern 
at finding, that in addition to theſe unconſtitutional and internal evils, 
this nation is ſinking under the increaſe of public burthens, occaſioned 
by a fatal ſyſtem of policy, whereby it hath been gradually involved in 
a war with almoſt half the FRED of Europe, not without apprehenfion 
of {til} further diſputes with other powers, whilſt the influence of the 
Crown, inſtead of being the leaſt ' diminiſhed, receives an additional 


+ weight ©” 


3 11 
weight from the very increaſe. af the national expences, and the diſtri. 
bution of the public money, without the leaſt hope being afforded to 
the people of a more conomical reform or reduction of thoſe expences. 

From all theſe circumſtances and conſiderations, this committee think 
it their duty to come to the following reſolutions: | 
Firſt. Reſolved, That this committee will moſt unremittingly perſe- 
vere in its endeavours to obtain the ends 13 by the petition of this 
and ſeveral other counties of England, and in the diſcharge of their duty, 
in purſuance of the truſt and power repoſed in them by this county. 
Secondly. Reſolved, That this committee does ſeriouſſy exhort and 
recommend it to the repreſentatives of this county, that they will not 
omit any opportunity of obtaining a redreſs of the ſeveral grievances in- 
tended to be remedied, which redreſs this committee think will beſt be 
obtained by that excellent plan of reform, ſo well imagined, and fo well 
digeſted by Mr. Burke, in his bill brought into Parliament for that pur- 
ſe, a plan which does honour to his abilities and integrity; and alſo by 
the bill for reſtraining revenue officers from voting at elections of Mem- 
bers of Parliament, as well as by the bill for diſabling contraQors to ſit 
in Parliament ; and by the ſeveral other meaſures propoſed, in purſuance 
of the late petitions (all of which, in the opinion of this committee, 
tended towards a reformation of expences, and a diminution of the 
influence of the Crown;) and that they do unite and concur with 
other Members of Parliament, in ſupport of theſe or any other propoſi- 
tions, which ſhall tend towards the —ç _ 
Thirdly, Reſolved, That as all public burthens muſt either mediately 
dr immediately affect the property of the N and as it hath ever 
been their undoubted privilege to grant or withhold ſupplies, ſo it is 
their legal and conſtitutional right to aſſemble peaceably pr. the purpoſe 
of inſtructing their repreſentatives, conſidering the exigencies of the 
times, and for petitioning for a redieſs of grievances, . 
Fourthly. Reſolved, That notwithſtanding the rejection of every 
material regulation, propoſed to Parliament during the laſt ſeſſion, this 
committee doth conhde in the firmneſs and energy of the nation, not 
doubting but their ſteady perſeverance in, and orderly and legal ſupport | 
of the meaſures of their reſpective petitions, will in due time be found 
effeftual, to obtain a compleat redreſs of thoſe alarming evils of which 
they complain, „ PT | ns 
Fiſchly. Reſolved, That this committee looks with equal indignation 
and contempt on thoſe calamities, which tend to contound the legal 
and peaceable aſſemblies of Engliſh people, with the outzages of a 
Frantic 4 as milxepreſentations vaiuly contrived to intumidate the 
aſſociated bodies from thc proſecution of their juſt and neceſſary plan of 
reformation. V ne 
Sixthly. Reſolved, That however the order for the interference of the 
military at their diſctetion for the ſuppreſſion of the late riots in the me- 
tropolis, may have been unavoidable, from the preſſing circumſtances of 
the caſe, viz. from the greatneſs of the danger, the intimidation of the 
mmnagiſtracy, from the duce execution of their office, in maiutaining or re- 
ſtoring public peace; yet the extenſion and continuance of ſimilar 
6 to the army throughout all England, without the appearance of 
Miſorder exiſting, is an uſurpstion of power, which, while it inſults the 
Copſtitution, excites the moſt alarming fears in the breaſt of all 1 
N frien 


„ 
friends.“ And that it be fecemmenetl to the ves of this 
county io promote an enquiry in Parliament, by whoſe advice the order 
of the 4th bf June was iſſued for the * to act without waiting 
the UireRions from the civil magiſtrate, and for what 'time, and by 
whoſe advice it was continued. & $401 eee | 
Seventhly. Reſolved, That this Committee feel with the deepeſt con- 
cern the ſituation to which this once flouriſhing empire is now reduced, 
and which they think ariſes from ſuch a ſeries of errors in policy, and 
negle&t of government, as will admit of few examples; nor can they 
look forward with any plealing hope that a reſtoration to our former 
dignity or conſequence is likely to take place till a different line of 
conduQ, both as to meaſures and principles, is adopted, from that 
which has brought us into thoſe difficulties in Which we are now in- 
volved. ef” = 2s e 03 ro 
Eighthly. Reſolved, That this Committee (thinking that there never 
was a time When union among all well-withers to their country Was 
more neceflary than at preſent) is deſirous of uniting with the other 
Counties and Committees of England for the purpoſe of effetting a 
nyt reform in the ſeveral matters and/grievances complained of 
and is ready to concert with them the moſt likely means to obtain this 
unanimity, and to extricate the nation out of its preſent difficulties. 
For which purpoſe, this Committee does hereby appoint and nominata 
the Hon, Mr. Forteſcue, Sir George Yonge, Bart. John Dunning, John 
Chicheſter, John Short, Jones Hamlyn, and Walter Ratcliffe, Eſqrs, 
or any three of them, to act as Deputies from this Committee, to meet 
and confer with the Deputies of other counties, exhorting them to 
concert and ſupport ſuch meaſures as may awaken the preſent Parliamen 
to a ſerious attention to the concerns of the Public, and to the defireg 
reform, together with ſuch other reformation in the Huration and mode of 
repreſentation in Parliament, as ſhall prove neceſſary to ſecure the laſting 
enjoyment of ſuch benefits as may be derived from their united endea» 
vors to the Conſtitution and People of England. FE 
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REPORT of PROCEEDINGS at @ GENERAL MEETING of DB. 
PUTIES from the Aſſociated Counties, Sc. held in London in the months - 
f March and April laſt ; ſubmitted by the Rev. Chriſtopher Wy wil, Sa- 
muel Shore, Eſq. and Sir James Norctiffe, Bart. to the COMMITTEE 
of ASSOCIATION for the county of Yor, on the gth day of May, 

A previous meeting of ſeveral Deputies having been obtained at the 

St, Alban's Tavern, on the 24th of February, 1781, to mop; ro- 
per time and place for opening the GENERAL DEPUTA ION, it 
was unanimouſly reſolved, to hold the Firſt: GENERAL MEETING OF 

DEPUTIES on the gd of March enſuing; and the Common Council 

of the city of London having in the mean time come to a reſolution to 

allow the New Common Council Chamber in Guildhall to 44 Gew. 
ties, the Firſt General Meeting was accordiutzl ingly held in the ſaid Change 
der in Guildhall, on March 9 2% %/%9ꝓg˙kl © 


At 


5 1 'T 82 1 ] 
At che firſt Meeting of the General Deputation, it was reſolved, _ 
That application ſhould be made to Parliament during the preſent ſeſ. 
| Kon, for correcting. the groſs abuſes in the expenditure of the public 
pney, and for n increaſed and inereaſing influence of the 
;rown, Which ought to be diminiſn em. $24 2 


At the adjourned Meeting on March 10, it was reſolved. 

. That a Committee ſhould be appointed to form and report to the 
Meeting on the 17th of March, a Petition equivalent in its prayer to 
the ſeyeral Petitions of the People preſented to the Houſe of Commons 
in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; and the Rev. C. Wyvill (Chairman 
of the Meeting), Lord Viſcount Mahon, and Mr, Fox (among others), 
were choſen ot the Committee accordingly, 7 85 mh 


On the 19th of March the Meeting of Deputies was transferred from 
the Guildhall to the St. Alban's Tavern, the Corporation of London 
having thought fit to retract their courteſy to the Deputies, to-reſcind 
the offer of their room at. Guildhall, and to abaliſh their Committee of 
Aſſociation. On that day, the Deputies from the Aſſociated, Counti 

and the city of Weſtminſter, received the following Petition, — 


. To the honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem. 
. The humble Petition of the ſeveral perſons whoſe names are keyeunto fub, 
- » feribed, Freeholders of tlie reſpective counties of York, Surzy, Hertford, 
5 Huntingdon, Middleſex, Eſſex, Rent, Devon, and Nottingham, and Elec. 
tors of the city of Weſtminſter, yy „ > js 
* Sheweth, 1 e ! 

&© That this · nation hath. been engaged for ſeveral years in a moſt ex- 


nſive and unfortunate war. That many of our valuable colonies have 


actually declared themſelves independent, have formed a ſtri& confede- 
Tacy With the ancient enemies of Great Britain; and the conſequences 
- 'of theſe combined misfortunes have been a large addition to the national 
dobt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, manu- 
faftures, apd:}and-repts of the kingdom, OBEY 
That notwithſtanding this calamitous and impoyeriſhed ſtate of the 
nation, much public money has been improvidently ſquandered, and 
that many individuals enjoy ſinecure places, efficient places with exor- 
bitant emoluments, and penſions unmerited by public Exvice: to a large 
'and ſtill increaſing amount; whence the Crown has acquired a great 
and unconſtitutional influence, which, if not checked, may ſoon prove 
fatal to the Liberties of this Country, . 14 
* And your Petitioners further "ſhew, that your Petitioners, Jointly 
with other Freeholders of ſeveral counties, 00 electors of ſeveral cities 
and towns in this kingdom, did, in the laſt ſeſſion of the late Parlia- 
ment, preſent to the honorable Houſe of Coumons humble Petitions, 
fequeſting that fome remedy might be provided by the wiſdom of Par- 
liament againſt the extenſive and unconſtitutional influence 0 the 
28 ** 9 ALEC, a +) * ab . W G | 4 57 467 Drown, 
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Crown, and ſome ſtop might be put to the laviſh expenditure of publie 


oncy. A . | 8 
60 And your Petitioners beg leave to ſtate, that the matter contained 
in the Petitions ſo preſented by your Petitioners and others, was taken 
into conſideration by the honorable Houſe, and on due and mature 

deliberation that Houſe reſolved, Ds 

iſt. © That it is neceſſary to declare, that the influence of the Crown 
has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed, © ; 

2d. That it is competent to this Houſe to examine into and gorreft 
abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt revenues, as well as in every 
other branch of the public revenue, whenever it ſhall appear expedient 
to the wiſdom of this Houſe ſo to do, © | 

gd. © That it is the duty of this Houſe to provide, as far as may be 
an immediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in the 
Petitions preſented to this Houſe from the different counties, cities, and 
towns in this kingdom. | weng 

% And your Petitioners beg leave further to ſtate, that before that 

honorable Houſe had effected that diminution of the influence of the 
Crown, and provided an effectual redreſs of the grievances complained 
of in the faid 
his Majeſty's Royal Proclamation, diſſolved. | 

« Your. Petitioners, therefore, on behalf of themſelves and others, 
their fellow-ſubje&s, who joined with your Petitioners in the ſaid Peti- 
tions, appealing to the juſtice of this honorable Houſe, do moſt earneſt- 
ly requel, both for the relief of the ſubject and the ſafety of the Con- 
ſtitution, that this honorable Houſe will ee to enquire by what 
means that diminution of the influence of the Crown may be obtained, 
which the laſt Houſe of Commons declared to be neceſſary, and that 
this honorable Houſe will proceed te examine into all the branches of 
the expenditure of the public money; and alſo to enquire what ex- 
pences can be retrenched by an abolition of ſinecure and unneceſſa 
places, by a reformation in reſpect of penſions unmerited by public ſer- 
vices, and by a reduction of the exorbitant emoluments of office, and 
that the produce be appropriated to the neceſſities of the tate, in ſuch 
manner as to the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet, | 


“And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray,” &c. 


—_— 


And it was unanimouſly reſolved, | | 

That the Petition be approved by the Meeting, and that the Chair- 
man, Sir F. Vincent, and Sir R. Smyth, be deputed to wait on Sir Geo, 
Savile, to requeſt him to preſent the Petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
and alſo to wait on Mr. Dunning, and to requeſt him to ſecond Sir 
George Savile; with which requeſt, thoſe faithful Friends of the Peo- 
ple moſt. readily promiſed to comply, To preſerve union in the GE» 

ERAL.DEPUTATION, and to ſecure the reception of the Petition 
by the Houſe of Commons, it was thought expedient that the Petition 
ſhould be figned by the ſeveral Deputies as Freeholders of their reſpec- 
tive counties, &c, Who did not in that inſtance expreſaly aſſume the 
character of Deputies, | 


M The 


Petitions, the ſaid Parliament of Great Britain was, by - 


Committee, in order that proper meaſures migbt be purſue 
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The labortous and hazardous attendance of Sir George Saville in a 
very infirm ſtate of health, to move Parliament, to enquire into the 
late extraordinary loan, unfortunately diſabled him to give his pro- 
miſed afſſiftance, without a delay, which would have had the worſt effects. 


On this account, his excellent colleague, Mr. H. Duncombe, ſeconded | 


by Mr. Dunning, preſented the petition to the Houſe of Commons, on 


'Eafter receſs, notice has been given by Sir George Saville, that on 
the 8th of May, he would move the Houſe to refer the petition to a 
Ito give that 
redreſs to the People, which their great and acknowledged cry. 
ances ſo loudly demand. | | F 
On the 24th of March it was reſolved by the GENERAL DEPU. 
TATION, That the addition of at leaſt one hundred Members to the 
Houſe of Commons, to be choſen in a due proportion in the different 


counties in the kingdom of Great Britain, would be a meaſure tend- 
| ing ſtrongly to corre the groſs inadequacy in the repreſentation of 
Fart 


iament, and the extenſive public evils reſulting from it. 


On the Ich of April it was reſolved, That when by the peaceful and 


legal efforts of the people, a more frugal management of the public 


* 


opinion be their juſtification. 


| the Meeting, on the ai ſt of April. 


from this meaſure of a GENERAL DEPUTATION 


urſe, and a more adequate repreſentation in Parliament ſhall have been 
tairied, the repeal of the ſeptennial bill would form a ſtrong barrier 

__ the inroads of Parliamentary corruption, and the alarming in- 

ce of the Crown. | | 

Your deputies had thus obtained the concurrence of the General 

eEting in refohitions equivalent to the propoſitions for a Parliamentary 

EFORM adopted by the county of York ; but they were not en- 


<couraged to recommend an application to Parliament, on the ground of 
the ofitions, For notwithſtanding the approbation of ſome of the 


beſt and wiſeſt men of this country, a diſpoſition favourable to this 
plan of PARLTAMENTARY REFORMA LION did not ſufficiently 
appear in the great body of the Nobles, or in the Houſe of Repreſen- 
atives; and the General Deputation was not ſupported by the declar- 
ed ſetiſe of the people, with ſufficient vigor to bring on the momen- 
tous buſineſs of a REFORM OF PARLIAMENT. To all our moſt 
experienced friends it ſeemed adviſeable to poſtpone that arduous taſk 
to a more favorable, but they truſt, not a very diſtant ſeaſon, 
Your Deputies therefore ventured in this inſtance to depart from your 
inſtruftions, truſting that the circumſtances of the hor 2 will in your 


A Teſolution to diſſolve the General Deputation was agreed to by 


© Your Deputies have it not in their power to report to this Com- 
mittee, the event of the petition to the Houſe of Commons; as their 
deciſion on that meaſure is not yet known. Poſſibly the reſult may be 
Favourable to your hopes; but on the ſuppoſition, that no immediate re- 


Areſs of grievances will be obtained in conſequence of the Deputies peti- 


tion, What (it may be aſked) is the advantage to the public, derived 
; To this queſ- 

Non your Deputies truſt a ſatisfactory anſwer may be given. It is not 
their province to pronounce Whence the preſent dejection of the nation 
proceeds, but whether it ariſe from the widely-extended operation of cor- 

ruption, or from the fear and apprehenſion which the enormous owns 
th : | 0 


;% 


the 2d of April. Tt was at that time laid upon the table of the Houſe 
for future conſideration ; and fince the meeting of Parliament after the 


— i. n 1 1 ig 


© YT OX." r e e eee 
= 


as, 1 


„. 7 A 5 „ 


to the Rev. Chr. Wyvi 
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of the Crown hath ĩmpreſſed upon tho People, or from other cauſes blend- 
ed and combined with theſe; it is fortunate ſurely that thoſe cauſes have 
not produced univerſal deſpondence. In this diſcouraging ſituation of 
our country, men have been found in every part of the kingdom, whom 
neither corruption could ſeduce, nor the frown of power could terrify : 
who have not ceaſed to point out to their fellow - ſubjects the impending 
danger, and with a manly firmneſs to reprobate a venal ſyſtem of Govern-- 
ment, While independent men, ſupported by large es of their fel- . 
low-citizens, have the virtue thus to reſiſt corruption, the antient Eng- 
liſh vigour has not abandoned this nation; the hope of a radical re- 
formation, cannot be ill-founded 3 their honeſt example, cannot fail to 
animate the timorous, to awe the corrupt, and gradually to RESTORE 
THE GENUINE LOVE OF LIBERTY, AND THE ENGLISH 
CONSTITUTION. OLE Wn SS 

' Your Deputies therefore, notwithſtanding the preſent unfavorable aſ- 
pe& of public affairs, do molt earneſtly exhort and conjure this Com- 
mittee, not to deſpair of the common weal, No ;—let us proceed with 
unabated fortitude ;—let us call on our difpirited countrymen with un« 
wearied perſeverance ;—let us warn them with faithful zeal to UNITE 
IN DEFENCE OF THEIR COMMON RIGHTS, agazn/ft the over- 
bearing influence of the Crown, and the progreſs of general venality. The 
means to be employed to check that profligate ſyſtem are peaceful, or- 
derly, and legal; the end itſelf is juſt and ry, and by a firm and 
imely UNION OF THE PEOPLE, certainly not unattainable. The 
neceſſity of that union on the ſolid grounds of a Parliamentary reforma- 
tion, will become ſtill more a t; the public confidence will follow r 
and ſupport the exertions of Sifntereſied men ; the ſenſe of danger, and 
the growing diſtreſſes of the nation, will rouſe the indolent, and the 


inconſiderate; and finally unite in the public cauſe, every claſs, and de- 


ſcription of our independent fellow ſubje&s, not totally loſt to ev 
beeling of integrity and public ſpirit, 5 I | T 
: C. WywWIII, 
Sauuz L Sno as, 
Janzs NOoAC LITE. 
York Tavern, May 9g, 1781. 
At a Meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation, the following Reſolutions 
| 3 * were unanimouſlly agreed to. 
Reſolved unapimouſly, That the thanks of this Committee be given 
| ill, Samuel Shore, Eſq. and Sir James Norcliffe, 
Bart, for their diligent attendance on the buſineſs of their delegation, 
and for their able ſupport of the meaſures they were deputed to pro- 
mote; and that this Committee highly approve of their conduct. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given to Sir George 
Savile, Bart. Mr, Duncombe, and Mr. Dunning, for their ready at- 
tention and ſupport to the petitions of this and other counties, cities 


and places for reforming the waſte of public money, and reducing the 


increaſed and increaſing influence of the Crown, which ought to be di- 
. and that the Chairman be - defired to communicate theſe 

thanks. EN „ I Ah 
Reſalved, That this Committee think it highly expedient and moſk 
earneſtly recommend it to their fellow-lubjeRs, to perſevere, without 
M 2 W remiſhon, 
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remiſſion, in the purſuit of the objects of this ASSOCIATION, and 
not to doubt but that meaſures guided by a temperate, though ſteady reſo. 
| lution, and founded on the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of the refor- 

mation aimed at, muſt in the end be crowned with ſucceſs, ts 
© _ Reſolved, That this day's report of the Delegates be printed and 
publiſhed, and that the Chairman be defired to tranſmit copies thereof 
fam, different Committees of petitioning or aſſociated counties and 
Places. | | 


« C, WVwòWIII, Chairman,” 
— 8 N — ES : 
| | York-Tavern, May 19, 1781. 


At the adjourned Meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation, held at 
the York Tavern, in York, on the ioth inſtant, FEY 


It was reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman be requeſted to 
write a letter to Sir George Savile, to acquaint him that the — 
having been informed of the very precarious ſtate of health in which he 
thought it his duty to attend Parliament, for the ſake of oppoſing the late 
ſcandalouſly extravagant loan, deſire to expreſs their grateful ſenſe of 
his zeal for the honor and intereſt of his country; but to aſſure him at 
the ſame time, that however ſorry they ſhould have been if a contract 
ſo uſurious in itſelf, and ſo calculated to promote the corrupt ſyſtem 
long complained of, had paſſed without attracting the notice, and ex- 
citing the indig ation of every friend to the Engliſh Conſtitution, ne- 
vertheleſs they ſhould think their country poorly: recompenſed indeed, 
if even ſucceſs in oppoſition to that ruinous meaſure had been obtained 
at the expence of a life ſo important to the public. 
N | C. WrvirI, Chairman,” 
The following letters paſſed betwen the Committee of Aſſociation to Sir G. 
" SavitLte and Mr. Duos cou, reſbecting the reſolution of Thanks una- 
nimouſly voted at the laſt meeting of the Committee, for the diftingurfhed 
ſupport which thoſe gentlemen have given to the popular cauſe in the preſent 
on of Parliament. 55 


I0o Sir Gzorce SAVILLE, Bart. 


- 0 Burton-Hall, May 12, 1781. 

«© Dear Sin, 1 N r 
1. Jt is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I obey the directions of the Com- 
mittee of Aſſociation for the county of York, by tranſmitting to you the 
incloſed copy of two Reſolutions of Thanks for your late great and meri- 
torious exertions in the public ſervice, which that Committee unanimouſly 
voted on the gth and ipth of May, 1781.—If language, more ſtrongly 
expreſſive of gratitude and perfect confidence, had occurred to the Com- 
mittee,.it would have correſponded better with their ſentiments, and 
certainly would have been adopted on this occaſion. I am, Dear Sir, 
With the higheſt eſteem and regard, your moſt obedient ſervant, 

FFFTCCCCCCTC $I tg." 8B; Wevitht. 


'% * To 


1 F . 
To the Rev. Mr. Wywirt, Chairman of the Committee for tho 
e ö County of York, 5 | 
| | London, May, 18, 1781. 

: 66 DAR SIR, 8 4 ; | FT | 4 4 
© I received the night before laſt your very kind letters, one of them 
{nclofing two reſolutions of the Committee of the gth and 10th inſtant, 
Ido not know how I have it in my power better (if indeed at all) to ex- 
reſs the ſenſe Ihave of the honour — me by thoſe Reſolutions, than 
y aſſuring you of the lively gratitude with which I receive ſuch tokens 
of the favor of my conſtituents. , - 53 22:3 +4 
However conſcious, I am that their kindneſs has much over- rate 
my title to thanks or to praiſe, one part of the reward 1 hops to. hold 
faſt, becauſe it depends upon my will, and not my ability to ſerve thole; 
who ſent me—I mean their confidence; if I have earned that, I have, 
well ſpent my time, and well directed my endeavours, at leaſt to my; 
gwn private account and feelings, however miſerable and poor the ſuc- 
ceſs he which has attended theſe endeavours to the public. 1 
The ſubject of the ſecond Reſolution, ering what is ſo truly 
ſtiled the /candalouſly extravagant loan, may poilibly lead ſome men to 
judge, in part, even of the cauſe of that want of ſucceſs; but the 
Houſe of Commons having itſelf declined to enter into any inveſtiga- 
tion of an affair in which its own purity was ſo nearly concerned, and 


ſo wait arraigned, it becomes a ſimple individual only to mention, 


Vow indeedevery news-paper wil] tell) that the Miniſter's bargain was 
elling at the market at the rate of above a million advanced price, at 
the very moment that the Houſe of Commons, ſo concerned and ſo ar» 
raigned, was confirming the contract. 3 N 7 
Without making further comment on this tranſaQion, I mean juſt 
to ſtate why it was that this particular buſineſs ſeemed to me to call more 
preſſingly, than almoſt any other, for public examination. The ear-' 
neſtneſs I gave way to on that occaſion, was, in truth, attended with 
fatigue and inconvenience, rather than any degree of riſk-; and in that 
reſpe& I am perſuaded, could we have ſucceeded, we ſhould have ſo 
far ſwoctbes the way to other detections and reforms, that our future la- 
bours would, on the whole, have been leſs, as well as more pleaſant. + Of 
theſe detections and theſe reforms, I do not, I confels, ſee the leaſt 
preſent proſpect. In future and corrupt parliaments, the greater the 
public calamities, the better loan, and the better premium it will re- 
quire to procure them to be voted bleſſings; and corruption and extra- 
ory will very naturally keep pace with public poverty and wretch- 
eaneſs, J | 8 . 
A meant only to have troubled you with my grateful thanks, and to 
have begged you to take the earlieſt and moſt proper method of convey- 
ing them to the Gentlemen of the Committee, but I found it almio ſt 
impoſliþle not to advert ſomewhat particularly to a ſubject, which, b 
the ſecond Reſolution, ſeems to have ſtruck the Committee, as well 
worthy their attention, ; a N N 


I cannot help adding my beſt acknowledgments to you, for your 


obliging attention and kindneſs to me, and am, | 


Dear Sir, with great regard, your moſt obedient and obliged humble | 


ſervant, 
EP G. Savin, 
: ED. 


To H. Donconzz, Eſq, | 

. . . Burton-Hall, May, 14, 1781. 
„ DAA SIM, N e | 
_ «4 It is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I obey the directions of the Com- 
of Aſſociation for the county of York, by tranſmitting to you the 
loſed copy of a Reſolution of ks, unanimouſly voted by that 
Committee on the gth of May, 1781, for your diſtinguiſhed exertions in 
ſupport of the Petition to Parliament by the late General Meeting of De- 


CS. / 5 

Pl The gratitude of the People is ſure to follow the fidelity of their re- 
preſentative; it is a debt, Sir, which a very conſiderable body of your 
eonſtituents with pleaſure pay to you; but at the ſame time they cannot 
but lament the infelicity of theſe times, when their juſt commendation 
of an honeſt and independent Member of Parliament is an implied cen- 
urs of Parliament itſelf. . Ie | 
6am, dear Sir, with the greateſt eſteem and regard, moſt faithful 
e jy: C. WrviLll,"” 


To the Rev. Mr, Wrvikr. | | 
7 "* London, May 19, 1781. 


F 


4X Duan Sin, | | | 2 * 
4 I received laſt night your very obliging letter, containing the thanks 
_ of the 1 1 and mu Eg I _ with extreme ſatisfaction, that 
may con in Parliament has in an ree ved the approbation, or 
juſtified the confidence of my 9 | 4 
The event of the Petition of the Deputies was not indeed favourable 
to our wiſhes, but 1 {till anticipate the proſpe& of a radical reformation 
: 2 public abuſes, yet I am perſuaded attainable only by the DE TERMIN. 
EFFORTS AND LEGAL UNION of honeſt and independent 


men. The principles of the Committee, which 1 have ever avowed, 


 andam proud to avow, have been amply confarmed to me in the courſe of 
one Seſſions, by my obſervations on the conduct of public affairs; and I 
am more than ever convinced, that the only hopes of ſecurity to our liber- 


lies, and redreſs of our roms nces, are to be derived from the integrity of 
 - , — a JUSTER REPRESENTATION OF THE PEO- 
ou will pleaſe to make my moſt reſpectful acknowledgments to 
the Gentlemen of the Committee, for „ee 9 thought 
to confer on me; to accept my beſt thanks yourſelf, for your 
. manner in the communication of it. * N 
I, Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
| 2 | | „ H. DunGonBss,” 

_ 's ; T1 
As the blundering emiſſaries of our honeft and frugal Adminiflration have 
3 — to intimidate well-meaning Freeholders, and country 
Gentlemen, in this and other counties, by throwing out hints. as if 


ASSOCIATIONS were dangerous things, and contrary to by 
1 | | * . 


„„ 


( 
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We are happy to inſert the following letters which have latel | 
between the Chairman of the Yorkſhire Committee, and the beſt and 
ableſt Lawyer in Weſtminſter-Hall. After Mr. Dunning's declaration 
for the legality of Aſſociations and Deputations, we ſhall probably hear 
no more of thoſe inſidious and impotent attempts to MISR PRE» 
SENT THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF A FREE PEO» 


Burton-Hall, May 14, 1781. 


4% Dgar SIR, N 3 

6 Tt is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I obey the directions of the Commit. 
tee of Aſſociation for the county of Vork, by tranſmitting to you the 
incloſed copy of a Reſolution of Thanks, unanimouſly voted that 
Committee on the gth of May, 1781, for your diſtinguiſhed ſupport of the 
Petition to Parliament, by the late General Meeting of Deputies, Pub- 
lic &conomy is at all times neceſſary, but it is more eſpecially ſo, in times 
of great national calamity, ſuch as we have the misfortune to experience z 
and if the Engliſh P tp right to petition Parliament at all, 
they muſt have A RIGHT MEET AND CONSULT TOGE- 
THER, in order to exerciſe that right in a peaceable and orderly manner, 
which may beſt promote the common advantage. | 

© Theſe are the ſentiments of a large and reſpectable body of the |, 
Yorkſhire Gentlemen; and, in theſe ſentiments, they are happy to find 
themſelves confirmed by the authority of one of the ableſt Hot of 
the age, whoſe much higher praiſe it is, that he deſerves to be confider- 
ed as one of the firmeſt friends of our free Conſtitution, | 

« The Petition of the Meting of Deputies was a meaſure, for the 
ſucceſs of which the Committee of York was peculiarly anxious, and no- 
thing could have given greater weight to their aſſertion of the re&itude 
of that meaſure, or better hopes of its final deciſion, than your co-opera- 
tion in its ſupport, with Sir George Savile and Mr. Duncombe. 


Jam, dear Sir, with the higheſt eſteem and regard, your moſt obs. 


dient ſervant, | | TE 
1 8 „ C. Wrwirz “. 
John Dunning, Efq, 13 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, June 3, 1782. 
« DAR Sin, . 


« I was honoured with your obliging letter in the due courſe of the 
poſt, communicating to me the thanks of the Committee of Aſſoci- 


ation of the county of York, for my attention and ſupport to the Petition 


of that and other counties, cities, and places for reforming the waſte of 
public money, and reducing the increaſed and increaſing influence of 
crown. | 2 é f 
“If I could in return have given you any intelligence that would 
have been acceptable to you, and to that reſpectable mito of the 
lucceſs of the late Petition, I would not have failed to uſe the earlieſt op» 
portunity of 1 it to you; but as the iſfue of that meaſure 
was juſt what you had foreſeen and foretold, and I had nothing to con- 
vey to you, but my acknowledyments of the honor done me by your fa- 
vourable acceptance of my impotent endeavours to co-operate with 8 | 
to thole important objects of your Aſſociation, I truſted that you "_ | 


- 


n 
excuſe my deferring it to a ſeaſon of more leiſure, than that in which 1 
received your favour. | | | 


Little occurred in the debate which I ſhould have thought worth 


_ troubling you with, if I had writen to you ſooner ; but one thing I think 


1 may tell you, which is, that we heard much leſs than we were led to 
of the ILLEGALITY OF COMMITTEES, ASSOCIA. 


expect, 
IONS AND DEPUTATIONS. Certainly 5 9 little argument to 


make out their ſuppoſed illegality indeed it would not have been eaſy, 


without controverting the RIGHT OF PETITIONING, to queſtion 


the legality of aſſociating and appointing Committees and Deputies, to 


condutt the Petitions, and promote the objects of them. 


4 believe it was found more difficult than thoſe, who were under- 
ſtood to have undertaken it, were aware of when they undertook it. 
One good, at leaſt, reſults from your perſeverance. It has ſhern be- 
d contradiftion, that there are ſtill ſome men left who do not deſpair of 

the Republic, at a time when that deſpair is ſo general, and the cauſes of it 
fo obvious, as would, if any thing could, juſtify it. | 
In ſuch times, it muſt ſurely be matter of ſatisfaction to know that 
there are men diſtinguiſhed by their independence and their integrity, 
aſſociated for the protection and preſervation of our more valuable in- 
tereſts, of whoſe motives calumny has wanted ingenuity to frame a 


lauſible miſrepreſentation. Men who ſo well deſerve the public con- 


ndence, cannot fail to acquire it, 
„ am, with great reſpe&and eſteem, dear Sir, your faithful humble 
, fervant, e 
| To the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 


© J. Doxninc”. 


Ata Meeting of DervT18s pointed by the counties of York, 
Surry, Hertford, Huntingdon, Miadleſex, Eſſe x, Kent, Devon, and 


Nottingham, and the City of Weſtminſter, in March, 1781, the fol- 


lowing Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


Reſolved, That the Parliamentary repreſentation of this kingdom is 
axtremely inadequate. | | 1 


4 3 11 
Reſolved, That the extenſive public evils have been 88 by the 


groſs inadequacy in the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 


Reſolved, That the bill enacting the ſeptennial duration of Parliament 
(however expedient it might have been rendered by the circumſtances of 
ors) was a. violation of the rights of ihe People; by which the con- 
ſtitutional connection between the conſtituent body, and their repreſen- 
tatives has been impaired, and Parliament has been expoled to great un- 
conſtitutional ... ö | 1 8 


| Reſolved, That when, by the peaceful and legal efforts of the People, 


a more frugal management of the rite: urſe, and a more adequate repre- 
ſentation in Parliament, ſhall have been obtained, the repeal of the ſepten- 


nial bill would form a ſtrong barrier againſt the inroads of Parliamen- 


tary corruption, and the alarming influence of the Crown, 
EY wa ee — TY C. Wrviii, Chairman“. 
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4 fecond Addreſs from the Committee of Aſſociation. of the County of York, 
to the Flectors of the Countigs, Cities, and Boroughs within the Kingdom - 

of Great Britain. To which is added, The Refoluttons of that Com- 


16 en 


miltee, at their Meeting held on the 15th of, October, 1781. 1 5 


+7 


'fathers, had not Ae to the Crown the opportunity for Parliamen - 
rom the depreciation of money, thè ancient falariet 


genuine Conſtitution took place! and Parliament, now diſengaged frem 


£113. YI enn 4% | 

o men of political ſagacity, it was not difficult to diſcern chis 

change in our yſtens of ag rainy By cher its rife and progreſs-* 
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were diftinAly marked, and' its pernicious conſequences were fairly 
foretold. But the public; with a generous eredulity,” continued to hold 
s in that veneration which their former fidelity had ſo well 
ved. The, forms of the conſtitution, they ſaw, Were ſtill main- 
tained ; and the parade of debate ſtill gave to that obſe: uious Aſſembly 
the air and ſemblante of its ancient freedom. During the earlier part of 
this period, the nation was too much dazzled with the ſplendor of mi- 
— glory, to remark, the growing influence of the crown. Aﬀt:r- 
When the practice of corruption was avowed by the miniſter him · 
Gif the diflatisfattion of the public was lulled into acguieſcence by the 
flow of general wealth, and the mil dneſs of Adminiſtration, The two 
frt Princes of the Hanoverian line hardly knew. the extent of that 2 aus 
thority which they bad ſo recently obtained, Their right to the throne 
was not admitted without diſpute ; and the depoſition of James, whicl 
| had led to theae elevation, was an inſtructive leon which they could 
never forget. From theſe conſiderations, and from the natural good - 
nels and. moderation of thoſe Princes, they were content to exerciſe theit 
rity. with caution. and leaity ; never exceeding the limits of t 82 
Ia and manifeſting on all occaſions a reſpectful deference to the SEN 
; 117 "THE PUBLIC. Under their gracious and fortunate, adminiſtration, 
the miſchiefs of en were happily palliated; and hence, rational 
ai ee _ | e apprehiep a ohh Yielded. to the. ſenſe of 
A ul proſperity, 
"birth tho pular — 4 — of government, were 7. ſuitable to that 
Gtuation of otro power, which their ſucceſſor attained. He was 
born and bred a Briton ; and he had the fortune to engage PR affeftions 
of thoſe men, who Jn apparent,contrafiftion. to. their hi 775 
prinpiples, hadloog endcayoured to depreſs, his family,; . * 97 rg laſt | 
korgetting the exiled prince, transferred to him all the warmth: of 
| 364. and attachment, He, was aided by the acceſſion of, theſe 240 
paftiaans of og _ and he was enriched by that augmentation of 
Patzowagez. which, before the conciliation of his new friends, had been 
unwanly eſtabliſhed.as a balance to their diſaffektion. In theſe: circum: Ml 
UAL ein ſtead. of the, condeſcenſion and cautious policy of the pre · 
dig. xrcigns, miniſters were encouraged to adopt, aud enabled 2 re- 
ine more lofty ideas of government, In their ee ed ta 
be neceſſary to conceal ap the public eye, the full extent of the in- 
uence of the crown, and by their inſtogations en — la ea 
exerciſe of it Was reſolved on. 
* fit . for diſplaying the: plenitude of power Is quickly 
lar principles, the cal, the intrepidity, perhaps the 
Aceton of private gentleman, had given diſpleaſure, Tok It was 
maſt 8 diſpleaſe; To gratify reſentment there, the Commons 
; e ſolicited to puniſh the, offender Tg that Aſſembly, could ſtoop to 
$ ad already injured, individual, ,and in violation of the firſt and 
a n principles of the. conſtitution, to: exclude; him. from his 
lawful ſeat in Parliament. During the gourſe of that perſecution 5 
been mai lh pt a {peRacle,«which,..if the ancient raportion had ö 
the popular repreſentation, muſt haue been for ever ; 
of Commons diſtruſted by he Nation, and at variance ; 
_— . lence, T& turns thoſe  petitzons of the People to the. crown 2 
3 * — br of their Iryſges; and to their Truſteeg inſt the A 
| fers and increaſing influence of the crown. But Fer the mini 0 of the 4 
* laverciga wiſely prot Hi auxiliary/ d * C 
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vague and deſultory efforts; W Ta 
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from the: ſpirit of out laws: from the expreſs right to preſent petitions 
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of their. conſtituents, his faithful allies have fince returned the abliga- 
tion, With all the-zeal of gratitude. The ſtudied e pt with which 
thoſe complaints were treated from the throne, has been lh repaid in 
the Senate, by a more inſulting negle&, of thoſe Petitions, which were 
acknowledged to be juſt, The proofs of the abſolute; aſcendant ＋* 5 
crown, have thus been rendered complete and indiſputable; fe 
DREAM OF THE INDEPENDENCE. OF PARLIAMENT, fo 
long and fo fondly believed, is now. a detected illuſion; and in con- 
ſequence of that diſcovery, diſcontents have ariſen in the Nation, which 
can only be ſuppreſſed by the utter EXTINCTION OF LIBERTY 
OR SATISFIED. BY SOME SUBSTANTIAL REFORMATIO 
OF PARLIAMENT. _ 12. Yo aoiik 1 
It would be injurious from the preſent. inactivity of many of our 

countrymen, to ſuppoſe they are not attached to the CAUSE OF, LI. 
BERT, with the ſame. generous ardor which diſtinguiſhed their an- 
ceſtors. The maſs ef the people is yet untainted by. corruption; it is 
ſtill animated with equal zeal, and enlightened, perhaps, with a ſupe- 
rior knowledge of the true nature and end of government. Their in- 
tegrity and their attachment to the conſtitution may be relied on, w 
equal confidence. But the novelty of their preſent. ſituat ion, the dif- 
ficulties and diſadvantages of their controverly with the. crown, the 
repeated rejection of A NATIONAL PETITION by their own Re- 
preſentatives, may well produce a pauſe of aſtoniſhment. In this anxi- 
ous interval of ſuſpenſe and gradual recollection, it behoves the Agents 
of the People thoroughly to explore the 2 before them; to ene 
2 from what cauſes their firſt, effort has been defeated; and to con- 

der by what means the obſtacles to their ſucceſs may hę beſt removed, or 
moſt happily furmounted.:/:: 2! ou | | 


54 And 139 ©2354 * 1 Mow 1% 
. - Inthis early ſtage ofthe conteſt, the People ſeemed to have been foiled, 
not ſo much by the ſtrength of their opponents, as from their own inexpe 


rience and diſunion. The alliance between the crown anda dependent Far- 
liament, however unnatural it may appear on the principles of dhe conſtitu- 
tion, is yet too ſtrongly cemented — mutual benefits to be diſſolved. 


„ + 


pted by Ch ras but 


irreſolutely fu ed, and at laſt ;abandoune th pufil animity, on A 
— 2 che repulte, Wich the people, there is an ae 
Tiority of numbers; but in many 1425 „the . Al 72 755 
artly from improvidence, partly from a candid ex pectation of fedre 
Parliament, neglefted to make thoſe neceſſaty arrangements, without 
which, they could neither co- operate with other 5 nor 
ive a continued ſupport to their Petitions ; and thus acting without 
ſteadineſs, without concert, and uniformity of plan, they have, been 
baffled by the art and activity, the union and regularity of diſcipline. of 
the MERCENARIES OF THE, CROW WM .. 
-- It is by the weight of A GENERAL ASSOCIATION, in 2555 
of ſome rational and ſpecific propoſal OF REDRESS, THE BOD 
THE PEOPLE MUST RECAIN THEIR LOST INFLUENCE 
OVER THEIR TRUSTEES. That meaſure alone. can colle& ani 
conſolidate their force, and give permanence and ſyſtematical UNION 
to their oppoſitiom. Experience has already ſhown pay more limit 
feale, that ASSOCIATION IS. A-|PRACTICABLE MEASURE; 
and that it us'w ef UNQUESTIONABLE LEGALITY appears 


fox 


*** 


b parliament, which involves * right to join in any peaceful 
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er the more effetakl ſupport ef thoſe petitions; and from the acquieſ. 


\ 
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cence and tacit confeſſion df the adverſe party themſelves. The ap- 


Plication of this inherent power of the People may have been ſuſpend. 


ed hitherto, by the real or ſuppoſed fidelity of Parliament. But when 
can ASSOCIATIONS for obtaining a juſt attention to the complaints 
of the Nation be neceſſary, if not when Parliament itſelf admits that 


| alarming abuſes do actually exiſt, and yet refuſes to correct them ?. 
When that Aſſembly, in a moment of repentance, confeſſes the over- 


ruling influence of the crown, and ſeems to invite the People, by a 
trenuous ' exertion of their Conſtitutional Powers, to remove thoſe 

ckles from which it wants the virtue to diſengage itſelf, | 5 
Dnder ſuch a perverſion of the end for which Parliament was inſti- 
tuted, it would be ſlaviſh timidity to acquieſce and ſubmit. On the other 
hand, to meditate ſchemes of violence and forcible reſiſtance, would be 
fool:hardy raſhneſs and impetuoſity: it would even be unpardonable 
Folly not to diſcourage ſerioufly ſuch ill-adviſed attempts. But they who 
are friends to Peace and to the Liberty of their Country, may ſafely ſteer 
2 middle courſe between thoſe fatal extremes. By the timely adoption 
of a legal and CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATION, the Nation 
may be preſerved from the hazards and calamities of Civil War, and 
7 the more laſting and intolerable miſeries of Arbitrary Govern- 
„ ( 3 15 ia hrs ="; e e 


© To perſons of a mild and cautious character of virtue, the prophiety 


of this mode of oppoſition;-may, perhaps, appear in ſome degree 

tonable. * They Re not without concern or the Conſtitution: its 
ſtrong and apparent tendency to deſtruction: but they diſtruſt that eager- 
Hels of zeal, and that more hardy diſpoſition to ſerve the Public, which 


Prompt men of warmer, but perhaps leſs amiable diſpoſitions, to ſtand 
Tk in the hour of danger. By the adherents of corruption theſe ſuſ- 


Picions art cheriſhed by every artifice of miſrepreſentation ; and if the 
end. x — ed by the People be juſt and neceſſary, if the means hitherto 


H N er. to them, which every wiſe and honeſt man muſt diſap- 
prove. Hence t 
Pank in a fate of ' inefficient repoſe, they ſlumber in the midſt of perils; 


And under the ſpecious name of Moderation, cover even from them- 
Telves their langour and inactivity. On this large and mn claſs of 


men, the Reftitude of Oppoſition to'a corrupt Syſtem of Government, 


nay Fail for a time to make a ſufficient impreſſion; but at lat dire ne- 
ceſ 


ty, and'the'approach of unavoidable'di , muſt awake them from 
their dream of fecority, OO 1 e 


At that moment, When the alarm of danger rouzes even the indolent; 


when men of a mild and unenterp! izing temper are ready to aſſociate in 


— 


waſted once more in unco 
be Fs 44+ 4 . . F * 14 
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the common defence, then it is devoutly to be hoped, THE FRIENDS 


OF THEIR COUNTRY will have adjuſted their diſpues; and hav- 


ing ſettled their PLAN OF PUBLIC REFORMATION with pru- 
dence, will be prepared to fupport it with unanitnity.. i Then it will 


behove the Opponents of the undue influence of the crbwn to unite 


their legal exertions, and to pour on, in one unbroken current, againſt 
the cortuptions of our Government! for that moment will be deciſive 


e une xceptionably lawful, future ns are but too ſucceſſ- 


q 


Hence the long neutrality of many liberal and / worthy men! 


of our fate. If the Collective Body be then miſled or divided in tbe 


| 7: ynavailing:ftruggles. And in chat 
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caſc, it is eaſy to foreſee, that no future attempts to reſtore the Conſti. 


tution by legal means, can have any rational hope or proſpe& of ſucceſs. 
Among the active O ents of the undue influence of the crown, 
the Advocates for the 


omical REFORMATION ALONE, com- 


ſe a numerous, and in rank and figare the moſt diſtinguiſhed claſs. 


0 * 
Fo recommend their palliative plan, they diſplay the miſchiefs of inno- 
vation, and treat propoſitions for the melioration of Parliament as ſpe» 
cious, but as impracticable projects. In their conception, the improve - 


ment of the popular repreſentation by any of thoſe alterations which 


ether Reformers have propoſed, is a ſpeculative advantage almoſt im- 


flible to be attained; and- a SHORTER DURATION OF PAR. 
IAMENT is not only undeſtrable, but poſitively evil. Inſtead of at- 


tation, they would content themſelves: with reducing that oſtenſi 
fund of corruption, which is externally applied with ſuch fatal ſucceſs. 
This, they contend, was the object of Reformation which lately form- 
ed the true centre of union of the Engliſn People; in purſuit of 1 
exhortations to unanimity would have been altogether ſuperfluous an 


tempting to correct the internal diſpoſition of Parliament to admit 1 i 
. 


unneceſſary. And they obſerve, not without a- mixture of ſeverity, 


that if the Nation had not been miſled by wild and viſionary f 
their diſcontents would have been ſoon appeaſed by the ſatisfactory re» 


dreſs: of thoſe grievances which had been the ſubject of their unanimous 


complaint. bias ee ene 218 3 
It muſt be confeſſed, the ground on which the People commenced their 
oppoſition, - was choſen with propriety, They felt the herdſhips of an 


expenſive. war; they: ſaw. glaring abuſes in the management of the pr 
o 


lic purſe ;- the requeſt for the correction of thoſe abuſes was founded or 
principles which the Friend to Liberty muſt approve, and which even 


the Advocate for War could not contradi. But. if that patro 


which forms the viſible influence of the crown had been abridged in 
the moſt indefenſible inſtances, WITHOUT A RADICAL REFOR- 
MATION OF PARLIAMENT, the practice of Corruption would 
have been carried on to as great an extent as ever, only perhaps in a 
more dangerous and degrading mode. The means of ſeduttion are in 
the hands of Miniſters, to be applied at their diſcretion; and ſelf · pre- 
ſervation would have taught them the proper application of thoſe means. 


Who can ſuppoſe, loans 2 would not have been contracted on 
terms ſtill more groſsly diſadvantageous to the nation; and the loſs of 


finecure places and unmerited penſions would not have been compen- 
{ated by ſhares of beneficial ſubſcriptions, in an adequate proportion? or, 
if the Miniſter had choſen to vary his mode of gratification, what could 
have hindered the immediate increaſe: of the Secret Service-Money ? or 
the augmentation of the ROYAL DEBTS, incurred to any amount 
which might be neceſſary, and ſure to be diſcharged, without examina» 
tion, by a: grateful Parliament ? fs ES ; f 

When a Senate, chielly nominated by venal or dependent Electors, has 
received the taint of corruption, it wants that corrective principle which 
might throw off the infection, and reſtore its original purity—the con- 


troul of honeſt- and uninfluenced conſtituents... In ſuch an Aﬀembly, 


2 frequently repeated wears off the ſenſations of ſbame and re- 
rie; the guilty habit of receiving gradually creates a demand that 
muſt be fatished/; and thus CORRUPTION, becomes at laſt the avowed 


% 
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principle of Government. In this ſtage. of political depravity, a Par- 
— — be induced — che moſt 


CT 
permeious meuſures of 2 bad, but prodigal Adminiſtration, with as 
mach warmth, as it would reje& the beſt and wiſeſt plans of that honeſt 
Stateſmaty who ſhould ſcorn the ſupport of pecuniary influence. This 
iy the conſummation of à corrupt fyſtem of Government, which evi. 
denifly-contains the ſeeds of diſſolution. Ruin is its natural tendency, 
and muſt be its certain conſequence; unleſs by an amended ta· 
tiom in Parliament, the due controul of the Conſtitution be reftored 
t the Body of the People. 

_ * Events had almoſt verified the truth of this ſpeculation, when the in- 
ereaſing influence of the crown alarmed the fears and excited the oppoſi- 
tion of the Country. At that moment, without previous concert or com- 
manication, 4 Plan for the better Security of the Independence of 
Parliament, &c. was announced in the Houſe of Commons. The views 
* bf that Bill were nearly coincident with thoſe by which the People 
meant to Yegulate their propoſed Petition; and it is acknowledged with 
due refpe@ to its celebrated Author, that it was happily calculated to 
facilitate the wiſhes then expreſſed by the Public. It hardly could bo 
3 that # Senator yet uncertain of the popular ſupport, however 
diſtinguiſhed by zeal and abilities, ſhould offer a more extenſive plan of 
redreſs. But when the People, diſtruſting their 77 fought 
YroteRion, againſt the over-bearing influence of the erown, in le 
S$SOCIATION AND IN THE REFORMATION. OF PAR. 
LIAMENT, it was then as little to be expected, that the As» 
rents ſhould \ ſhort, and recommend, as the Object of Union, that 
Economical Syſtem which is certainly inadequate to the efforts and 
expectations of the Collective Body. That conduct would have been a 
eontradiction to the firſt intimation of their purpoſe, and to Hl their 
Aibſequent proceedings; it would have been treachery to themſelves, 
wad 1 thoſe by whom they were appointed to act; and it would have 
Forfcited their claim to any ſhare of the Public Confidence, as diſintereſted 
und independent men. Miſrepreſentation, in language alike injurious 
to the Leaders of Oppoſnion, and to the popular Agents, would have 
irrecoverably blaſted the Public Cauſe, as a device cunningly contrived 
by diſappointed Stateſmen, and their factious Adherems. And thus, in 
purſuit of unanimity on that ground, diſtruſt and jealouſy would have 
en ſtill more widely ſpread, and the ASSOCIATIONS, OF THE 
PEOPLE, inſtead of being more cloſely cemented, would have been 
divided and broken up by an irreparable breacngn. 
Mien converſant in the buſineſs of Parliament may have regretted that 
à more (cautious policy did not reſtrain. the zeal of the ASSOCIA- 
*FIONES to the correction of official abuſes 3 and the ASSOCIATIONS 
in their turn may have lamented that more vigorous counſels did not de- 
termine their Parliamentary friends to adopt thoſe primary objects of the 
popular plan, which alone can give efficacy or ſtability to the CEcono- 
mical REFORMATION. Theſe are the unavoidable differences, not 
the faults, of Public Men, acting with integrity, but without mutual in- 
zelligence in circumſtances which are in a great meaſure new'to the moſt 
"Extenfive obſervation. - But ſince late experience has ſtill | more 2 
proved the utter degeneracy of Parliament, and conſequently the diſtru 
t the — has been inereaſed and confirmed, a more effectual RE- 
ORMATION may now appear evidently neceſſary even to the former 
riends of palliative meaſures./- And ſince a divided oppoſition to the 
"crown! cannot accothpliſh à due reduction of its alarming power; and 
no Confiderabie e e e 
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defence of the common liberties,” but on the-ground of PARLIAMEN. 
TARY REFORMATION, it ſurely may be hoped, from the virtus 
and public ſpirit of thoſe honored: perſons, that their Coalition with the 
People on that ground is not a diſtant event. 
It is not ſurprizing that even among the deglared friends to h RE 
FORMATION of PARLIAMENT, a confiderable variation” of fen«. 
timent ſhould be found, and different ſyſtems of eoaititutional improved 
ment ſhould appear to different minds to deſerve the preference j for on 
this, or on any ſubject, who can expect an exatt coincidence of judg- 
ment in ſuch a multitude of Independent Menn 
That the repreſentation of the People is extremely inad 5 that 
the SEPTENNIAL DUR ATION or PARLLAMEN P us a dangerous 
and unwarrantable Innovation; that corruption cannot be reſtrained; 
that our. Liberties cannot be ſecured but by the correction: of thoſe grols 
abuſes; theſe are propoſitions in which there is a moſt unanimous agrees 
ment, But whether the People ſhould attempt to reſtore ANNUAL PAR» 
LIAMENTS; to extend the right of ſuffrage univerſally ; and to eſtan 


bliſh a perfect equality of repreſentatiou; or whether it does not behess | 


them rather-to-.confine their efforts to the accompliſhment of à mae 


limited . to SHORTEN THE ' DURATION OF PARLIA. 


MENTS TO A TERM NOT EXCEEDING: THREE YEARS, 
and to reinforce the ſound part of our repreſentation by the addition of 
One Hundred Members to the Counties and the Metropolis: Theſe ate 

ſtions which for fome time were the ſubject of frequent diſcuſſion 
and much anxious deliberation; but not more than their importance to 
the public well deſer cdl. Phu 


On behalf of the more extenſive plan, much was/utged: on the t 
principles of Government with indefatigable zeal 3 and the conſidera- 


— 


tions which could be drawn from the natural rights of Men and the 


ancient privileges of Engliſhmen were preſented: in every form of ar. 
gument, with equal induſtry and ability. It is indiſputably true, that 
ANNUAL ELRBCTIONS of Parliament were from the earlieſt times 


the practice of our forefathers: and frequency of election in a ſtate o 


repreſentation ndt eſſentially defeitive, would tend ſtrongiy to maintain @ 


due connection between the Conſtituent Body and their; Truſtees git 


would diffuſe a more general knowledge of the importance of that rights 


and the attachment to our happy conſtitution would be more fincere and 


general, as its privileges were mort extended and better underſtood. 


That mank ind are naturally equal, is alſo a propoſition Wwhich cannot 
be denied; and although . Society is ae u introduction 
of inequality in ſome reſpects, is unavoidable, yet every humane and 
equitable mind muſt diſapprove invidious exeluſions, by which that in 
equality is unneceſſarily increaſed. The right of ſuffrage, though not 
aniverſally, was more extenſively enjoyed by our ance ſtors before the 
reign of Hegry VI. than in the ſueceeding period: and if the manners 
and prejudices of the preſent age could admit the reſtoration; of that pri: 
vilege in its fulleſt extent, with AN ANNUAL CHOICE OF K. 


PRESENTATIVES, the Advocates for the more moderate plan Would 


Tejoice at the change.. 


N 1 0 ee 
Ihe diverſity of ſentiment; therefore, which has in ſome meaſure re- 


tarded the UNION of the People, aroſe; not from a difference of poli- 
tical principles ; for in them there is an entire agreement; hut ſolely — 
conſiderations of a prudential nature. The queſtions in debate have 
been, not, whether thoſe doctrines be maintainable in argument, for it 

fo 18 
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is admitted they are; but whether it be probable in — — ate of 
u 


the nation, that thoſe doctrines in their full extent, are reducible to prac- 
tice ?—And if it be highly improbable, that à Reformation on that ex- 
tenſive plan could be carried into execution, whether it be not expe- 
dient that the People wave ſomewhat-of their juſtifiable claims, and con- 
tent themſelves with that mode of Redreſs which is lefs complete in theory, 
but which appears more'eafily attainable by peaceful means, and when 
attained, fully adequate to the purpoſe of their oppoſition ? et 
On the one hand it was obfer ved, that an Army, as dangerous to the 
Conſtitution by the weight of influence as by its military proweſs, is 
now become an eſtabliſhed augmentation of the Royal Power; that an 
immenſe National Debt, with its concomitant train of taxes, contracts, 
fubſcriptions, creates another abundant ſource of influence unknown to 
our anceſtors; that a large acceſſion of Patronage has accrued to the 
crown from the Eaſt- Indian Territories, and the other numerous ſettle- 
ments of the Britiſh Empire; that Parliament itſelf, ſeduced by thoſe 
multi plied attractions, has become but too viſibly dependent on the 
crown; that if this great aggregate of power ſhould receive any mate- 
rial augmentation, it would be impoſſible by any union which could be 
formed, to recover the balance of the Conſtitution; and conſequently, 
although this ought not to intimidate but rather to excite the People in- 
ſtantly to concert the lawful means of that recovery, yet ſince the power 
to be oppoſed is truly formidable, and à defeat 'w be fatal to all ſuc- 
ceeding generations, that it behoves them to proceed with caution equal 
to that fortitude. It Was farther obſerved, he while: the adherents of 
corruption would alike brand with. the odious name of innovations, the 
improvements held out by each of the popular plans, however autho- 
riſed they may be by former example, or juſtified by reaſon and the ne- 
ceſſity of Reformation, the more extenſtve ſyſtem propoſing an abolition 
_ of all our preſent election - franchiſes, and a diftribytion of thoſe: 
franchiſes ane w in à different proportion, would probably appear inju- 
rious alſo to a multitude of -Elettors, who yet would leu ſupport 

tie more moderate plan for reſtoring the. Conſtitution ]; that this total de- 


ure from the preſent eſtabliſnment of the Lower Houle of Parlia- 


ment, even where private intereſt was not materially affected, would 
alienate many by the magnitude of the operation, ab mare perhaps by 
its contrariety to the manners of the age; that it-would offend the pride 
of the wealthy, 2 —— * _ ee the pre- 
judices of men unaceuſtomed to itical ſpeculation; and conſequent 
that to contend with the crown on this eames — . 
be to ex poſe the Liberties of the Nation to almoſt certain ruin, by 
ſtruggling to communicate the election - franchiſe to perſons who too 
ſeldom know the value of it, or expreſs a with to obtain it. 
On the other hand, it was conſidered, that although the more moderate 
q 1 would enlarge the Houſe of Commons, yet it. would leave the pre- 
t fabric uritouched ; would preſerve the franchiſes of the Whole maſs 
of Ele@ors undiminiſhed; and in every reſpect would be leſs remote 
ftom the habits and practice of the age; that by the addition of at leaſt 
One Hundred Members to the repreſentation of the counties and the 
metropolis, their inferibrity to the Boroughs would be in a great mea- 
ſure redreſſed, and the advantage of thoſe Electors who conſtitute the 
bulk of the Nation would be promoted without injury, and with little 
ſenſible inconvenience to any other claſs of Conſtituents ; that although 
)) 0 - ANNUAL 
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ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS certainly were not excluded by the more 
limited pro oſal, yet in fact its immediate aim was the repeal of the 

' Septennaal Bill; which being confeſſedly a temporary expedient, utterly 
r e to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, however excuſable from the 
neceſſity of thoſe times, would probably be now obtained with leſs dif- 
ficulty than ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS; and might properly be 
conſidered as the beſt preparatory meaſure to their acquiſition ; and con- 
ſequently that in all theſe reſpects the preference, in the {view of 
feaſibility, was evidently due to the more limited plan. | \ 

In regard of efficacy the more exten ive ſcheme might indeed claim the 
priority of the choice, if under the preſent circumſtances of the na- 
tion the eſtabliſhment of it could be accompliſhed. But what is the ſu- 
perior efficacy of an impracticable ſyſtem? the praiſe and perhaps the 
wiſh of the rational Patriot, but not the end of his political G 
for they will ever be directed to that beſt and moſt | beneficial plan, 
which 1n given circumſtances can be attained, It is the juſt complaint 
of the Nation, that a corrupt majority of Burgeſſes may be gained to 
ſupport the moſt pernicious meaſures againſt the ſenſe of. the incorrupt 
part of the Legiſlature, and the wiſhes of the public; with this aggra- 
vation of the evil, that the poſſibility of relief by popular interference 
is protracted by a SEPTENNIAL DURATION OF PARLIA- 
MENT. To theſe fundamental abufes the repeal of the SEPTENNIAL. 
BILL, and the addition of One Hundred Members. to the Counties, 
Ec. as a balance to the Boroughs, would be A SUBSTANTIAL. 
CORRECTION. Under this emended repreſentation, purged from. 
every Viſible taint of undue influence, and ſubje& to the more frequent 
controul of the Nation by elections at an interval never exceeding THREE.” 
YEARS, the whole Syſtem of Corruption would be overturned, and 


, the Conſtitution would acquire a degree of permanent ſecurity which it 


never attained in any N period. | A 
By conſiderations like theſe, the People were induced to frame their 
ASSOCIATIONS on this more limited ground; and, as it then ſeemed 
reaſonable to conclude, ſo recent experience has now moſt manifeſtly _ 
oved, that their plan was not too narrow for the' views and expec- 
tations of their Countrymen. With ſome exceptions of no great mo- 
ment, theſe principles have been adopted or __ by every ASSO- 
CIATED BODY, and confirmed by A GENERAL DEPUTATION 
from the reſpective Committees. Theſe principles have alſo received 
the declared approbation of Senators in each Houſe, whoſe Wiſdom, 
Integrity, and Public Spirit, are at once the honor and reproach of thoſe 
ſſemblies. | * 
F A Bill on the more enlarged plan was indeed offered to the Lords by a 
Nobleman of the firſt rank and reputation“; and the motion was re- 
corded on their journal as a folemn recognition of thoſe f e 
But no Aſſociation has been formed on that ground, becauſe in the po- 
pular apprehenſion even that weighty recommendation could not com- 
gy the great and perhaps inſurmountable difficulties of the mea - 
ure. But when the People had thus deciſively given their preference 
to the more limated: plan, their Noble Advocate, far from pre Rag them 
with the pertinacity of diſputation to re- conſider and accept his favoured 
ſyſtem, generouſly laboured in concert with an illuſtrious Friend + to 
| ane EE, accompliſh - 
: — a a N 1 L 
* His Grace the Duke of Richmond. w 
+ The Right Honourable the Earl of Shelburne, 


* 
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accompliſh a general Coalition on the ground of theit Aſſociation ,— 
This was the wiſdom of judicious Stateſmen—this was the magnanimity 
of true Patriots. Their virtuous, though hitherto unavailing efforts 
will be remembered with laſting gratitude and veneration; —1 in their 
zealous aſſiſtance on T future emergency, the truſt and confidence of 
the nation will be repoſed. . e e ng 
The Committee of Aſſociation for the County of Vork have once 
more preſumed thus freely to communicate to their Fellow Electors, their 
ſentiments on the decline of the Conſtitution, and the means EA its Reſtor. 
tion. From this ſurvey of the various PLANS OF REFORMATION 
which have been offered to the PEOPLE. their choice ſeems wilely to 
have been fixed on that ſyſtem in which efecacy and fracticability are moſt 
advantageouſly combined; and in the judgment of this Committee, if 
that SUBSTANTIAL REDRESS cannot be obtained, the formalities 
of an Upper and a Lower Aſſembly may ſtill be continued, but the 
LIBERTY OF BRITAIN muſt ſoon, be no more. When the Nation 
has loſt the ordinary controul of the Conſtitution over the Repreſenta- 
tive Body; when notwithſtanding their repeated complaints, alarming 
abuſes are protected and increaſed, and meaſures deſtructive to the com- 
mon weal are ſupported and puſhed on by that Aſſembly, the neceſſity for 
Some popular interference in a leſs ordinary way, becomesapparentand incontel- 
tible. To rectify a diſordered Legiſlature muſt, indeed be a work of the 
| ateſt toil and difficulty; but there is yet in the Independent Part of 
the Community, a fund of vigour adequate to the taſk ; and the ancient 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution ſtill affords unexhauſted reſources to the Peo- 
ple, for a lawful,” orderly and effectual interpoſition. Peaceful Aſſocia- 


tion is the lawful mode adopted by this Committee, in concert with many 


of their 8 ; and by a ſteady proſecution of the more moderate 
PLAN FOR THE REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT in this 


mode, they ſtill truſt the Conſtituent Body may regain its aſcendant over 


the Repreſentative Aſſembly, Far, therefore, from wiſhing to promote 
confuſion, or to prompt their fellow-citizens to deeds of violence and 
deſperation, they exhoxt them with conſcientious ſincerity to confine 
their efforts within the bounds of legality, But within thoſe limits they 


exhort them With equal carneſtneſs, reſolutely to, oppoſe that SYSTEM | 


OF CORRUPTION which is alike the bane of National Morality, an 4 
the ruin of PUBLIC LIBERTY. | => | 


- — 


With theſe views the Committee of Yorkſhire firſt embarked in this 
cauſe ; in ſtrict conformity with them they have hitherto; proceeded, 
andare determined to regulate their, whole political deportment, - They, 
have been menaced by High Authority ; they have been 3 by Reverend 
Calumny but conſcious of the purity of their intentions, certain of 
the legality of their conduct, they cheerfully commit their reputation to 
the juſtice of their countrymen, AND THEIR PERSONAL SAFETY 


TO THE PROTECTION OF THOSE LAWS, WHICH. CANNOT, 


DESPOTIC POWER. | 
Aſter which the following Reſ 


nnn 5 124 LF I 
ons were agreed to: 


Whereas it has been repreſented to this Committee, that the ConduRt 
of the Clergy who are Members of this ene hath been cenſured 
en given to underſtand that 


« 
o 


from High Authority; and that they have | 


their. LATE EFFORTS in ſupport of the LIBERTY and CONSTI- 
TUTION of this Country were foreign to the function of a Clergyman, 
and not the road to preferments OO I oo | 


Reſolved, 


—- 
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- Reſolved, That a Proteſtant by entering into Holy Orders does not 
abandon his CIVIL RIGHTS. 
Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Committee be given to thoſe Re- 
verend Gentlemen who, thus preferring the public good to their own 
private emoluments, have ood forth the firm friends to the true ine 
reſts of their country. 
| | C. Wrvizu, Chairman. 


LAI 
Guildhall, April 11, 1 


Committee cof the Livery of 8 appointed to correſpond with the Com- 
mittees of the ſeveral Counties, Cities, Ec, of t kingdom. $12 


Mr, Alderman Croszr in the Chair. 


The following Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to. 
| Reſolved, That, in conſequence of that diſmiſſion of a profuſe 2 
dangerous Adminiſtration, the powers of Government having been en- 
truſted with the avowed opponents of corruption, this Committee doth 
fully confide in thoſe honoured perſons, as Miniſters, determined to 
ſet the rare example of public frugality, as Patriots, active to corte 
abuſes themſelves, and friendly to promote every wiſe and juſt meaſur 
of Reformation, which may be ſuggeſted by others, effeRually to ſecure 
the FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT... :, 

_Refolved, That, in the judgment ot this Committee, unleſs a melio - 
ration: of Parliament can be obtained, the beſt official regulations ma 

n be ſet aſide, the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous Miniſters may ſoon be di 
q ced; by the prevalence of that corrupt influence now ſubſiſting in 
the Houſe of Commons, which its defective frame naturally generates, 


| 


85 which 1 ſo — effected the ruin of this unhappy country. 
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Nottingham 9338 Meeting. 5 


At a Mig: of the County of Nottingham, the Right Honourable 
Lord GEO. Surros in the Chair, the fenen Nee was unani- 
mouſly agreed to: | 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Wien in Rue afenbled, 


Die humble Petition of the Nobility RO Tg and - Freeholders 
of the County of Nottingham, : 51 x N 


Sheweth, | 

That from whatever cauſes the inadequate 6 diſproportionate re re- 
ſentation of the Commons of this realm may have ariſen, it is an evi of 
2 very high magnitude, Which has not been leſs injurious to the paſt, 
than it is dangerous to the future intereſts of our Country, and which 
we truſt it will not be thought unworthy the wiſdom and virtue of this 
Honourable Houſe to Reform. 

To this wiſdom and virtue we reſpectfully confide the Reform ; but 
it is our earneſt Petition that no delay may be admitted in taking this 
grievance into the ſerious conſideration of this Houſe ; at the ſame time 
we ſubmit to the judgment of this Honourable Houſe, THE PRESENT 
STATE OF, THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENT, truſting that 
fo Honourable Houſe will provide ſuch a' Redreſs as may diffuſe a general 

FO; reſtore the purity of this Honourable Houſe as the true 
Ws 02 '  Repreſentatiyg 
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Repreſentative of the People, and do away 1 4 luſpicion which weak. 


ens their confidence in the united Legiſlature o 


the nation, J 4 J 5 
And your Petitioners will every pray. | 


8: | REBELS + N | | 
The company aſſembled at the Moot-Hall, in Mansfield, about twelve 
o clock, purſuant to the advertiſement of the High Sheriff. The buſi: 
neſs commenced with a motion of John Gilbert Cooper, Eſq. invit- 
Ing the Right Hon. Lord George Sutton to the chair, as the High Sheriff 
had not thought fit to give his perſonal attendance. This motion, ſe- 
tonded by Launcelot  Rolleſton, Eſq. was unanimouſly approved, and 
his Lordſhip took the chair; from which he informed the company; 
that they were called together to determine upon the propriety of pre- 
ſenting a Petition to Parliament, to take into their conſideration the 
DEFECTS OF THE PRESENT REPRESENTATION OF THE 
COMMONS, at the ſame time to recommend to their attention the dus 
ration of Parliament. 4 4 5 or, hes, 3 
Lord Viſcount Galway then addreſſed the Meeting, obſerving that 
the advertiſement of the High Sheriff determined immediately” His at- 
tendance, as he thought it the duty of every gentleman to be preſent ata 
blic Meeting, properly ſummoned, that he might in a manly way give 
is aſſent or Kaba te the ſubjefts of their deliberation. That he had 
Come to Mansfield, ignorant of what might be the fpecific propoſitions 
of thoſe gentlemen who had ſigned the requiſttion, but decided as to his 
own me 4 that if the propoſitions ſhould not meet his ideas of pro- 
priety, he ſhould publicly teſtify his difapprobation; as it was his opis 


nion, that a filent acquieſcence in the meaſures of a County Meeting, 


implied the approbation of thoſe who had not oppoſed it. He was 


{ — y however in aſſuring the Meeting, that the objects of the Petition, 
* 24 would be ' propoſed to them, had his entire and cordial ap- 
obation. It was ' conveyed in terms of decency and moderation, 

it was clear and preciſe, and it expreſſed a proper reſpect to thoſe whom 

it was addrefled to. It was on a ſubject of high importance, and which 
perhaps hardly needed diſcuſſion to meet the appr bation of the whole 

Nbbemply. It was no party buſineſs, he was himſelf no party man, nor any 

way connected with any body of public men. He ated from his own 

views of public meaſures, and by thoſe ſhould his condu& ever be di- 

retted; He was ſenſible that the Houſe of Commons was not ſuch a 


Repreſentation of the People as it ought to be; and though his own in- | 


tereſts might be much affected by the Reform which was in view, yet 
would he not ſuffer private motives to ſtand in the way of what was 
eſſential to the Conſtitution, and neceſlary to the ſafety of the whole. 
He wiſhed the people of this country to have what was their undoubted 
Right, A PURE REPRESENTATION, unmixed with other influence. 
It behoved Parliament to attend to this Right, and therefore the prayer 
of the Petition was reaſonble, and muſt approve itſelf to all. 
His Lordſhip then read the Petition. 
Mr. Dickenion Raſtal being then called on by the Chairman, ſaid, 
that not doubting but ſo good a cauſe would have been ſupported by a 
multitude of ablex advocates, he was rather unprepared ; but, however, 


that his ſentiments, ſuch as they were, he would truſt to the indulgence 


of the Meeting in the language of plain ſincerity. He then commented 
on the ſucceſs of their former Petitions, which, notwithſtanding tlie 

prognoſtications of ſome, and the apprehenſions of others, had produced 
. an e 1 r ria ah hs „ no 


Gro. Sorron, Chairman. 
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tion of the Kingdom a Miniſter grown old in political fin, and ſtrength- 
ened by experience in the ſcience of corruption. He ſaid, they did not 


no violence or commotions, but had merely driven from the adminiſtra» | 


wiſh to alter the Conſtitution ; they only wanted to bring it hack to q hat 


it was before. Influence was a ſcience, and Parliamentary Suffragesa mer- 


chandize. He obſerved, that for the ſake of unanimity, they had con- 
fined their Petition to one object, but that his wiſhes went to others, 
particularly the Duration of Parliaments, and the cuſtom of granting 

rivate Benevolences to the Crown before the ſanction of Parliament 
had been obtained, which might ſoon raiſe it above the aſſiſtance of the 
Commons. After ſtating the grievances of the nation, and concluding 
in the words of a noble author, that if they were not redreſſed, the time 
would ſoon be at hand, WHEN BRITAIN MUST PERISH WITH 
HER DEGENERATE SONS,” he proceeded to obviate the objec- 
tions which had been made to the Petitioners. He ſaid that at firſt they 
were taxed with ſuch Democratical notions, as 1 ill humour 
could ſuggeſt, and nothing but abſurdity itſelf believe. That nowithe 
\vas, they were no party, that by a 2 cloſet had been ſto 
and that they wanted to rule the kingdom 

knew what it was to have an adminiſtration without party, it was 

to loſe one half of the empire, and to diſguſt the other; it was to raiſe 
jealouſies between the King and his People, and a thouſand other evils. 
Party, he ſaid, he underſtood to be concert in council, unanimity of 
profeſſions, identity of objects, and concurrence in operation 
 . Mr. Heywood then addreſſed the Chairman, ſaid, that ſuch was the 
zviousneceſlity of a Reform in the Conſtitution of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, that it needed not much ingenuity to produce arguments in favour 


df any meaſure which might lead to ſo defirable an end. He aſked, to 

What our preſent degraded ſtate, as a nation, was owing, but to the un- 
' wiſe and criminal conduct of Parliament. To this muſt be referred the 
commencement and the obſtinate proſecution of a war, which had been 
2 only of calamity and 4 


hadertered into the Legiſlation. This was proved from fact; for who 
were the conſtant ſupporters of our mad politics, but the Members for 
decayed Boroughs, the Repreſentatives of a mere handful of Electors, 
who generally. had no choice at all, while the wiſdom and virtue of 
bppoſition had been found in the County Members, and the Repreſenta- 


y party. What was party?. _ 


— 


| grace, an iſſue which could not have 
n experienced if the collective wiſdom and virtue of à Free People 


| tives. of large and populous towns, where a free choice in a great degree 


reſides. And if this, free choice prevailed in any conſiderable degree; 


would it ever be that nen would be ſent to Parliament to take care of the 


ational iatereſts, who were marked for indifference to every intereſt 
ut their. own that young men would be ſent to Parliament, in which 
they were to learn to be wiſe, not appar and communicate wiſdom, 


already 'acquired? that any would be ſent to Parliament merely to 
partake. of the privileges which it affordsits Members? and yet one, or 
| of theſe, conſtitute the views of many who have obtained ſeats in 


that Houſe,. He concluded, with recommending: it as the duty of every 


one to aim at that regulation which the fource of our misfortunes pointed 


out to them, We might then hope that our national Counſels would be 


. by wi and diſintereſtedneſs, inſtead of folly and 
| nes, EP IO PETR So OS IF M07 WS e 
At this 118 George Savile being reſpectfully deſired to com- 
municate His ſentiments, he readily complied, but obſerved, that 1 — 


z 


4 
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kingdom, being, he preflinied, ſo well known, as to leave no one ig- 
norant-of it. Indeed it was to him a queſtion ſo plain, ſo ſelf- evident 
as in the very ſtating of it to the mind, to carry conviction with it: 
if Repreſentation had àny meaning, the preſent ſtate of Parliament, as 
the Repreſentative of the Commons, was an abſurdity, a contradiction 
to the very terms; it was not repreſentation, it was miſrepreſentation, 
There could not he thought be two opinions ow the ſubject. And as 
it was abſurd and contrary, fo it had been full of miſchief, or, as the 
Petition had happily ated 

was dangerous to the future intereſts of the People. In very ſtrong, in 
very pathetic terms, which the compiler of this account cannot do juſ- 
tice to, he deplored the ruined, humiliated te, to which this radical 
defect in the Repreſentative Body had reduced the Kingdom. Perhaps 
the warmth of a truly patriot mind, the indignancy of a generous ſpirit, 
led him to {peak too Teverely of the conſequences, The preſent endea- 
vours of the people t& {tay the progreſs, of the ruin were, he feared, to 
ule trite phraſe, like faſtening the door when the ſteed was ſtolen, or, 
_ as if A phyfician ſhould order an alterative, when his patient was dying 
of an apoplexy. As no hope however could originate from any other 
ſource chan the Reform in view, he could 'ehtertain no idea of a dif- 
feretit opinion, but he Was glad that the two ebjeRs of the Petition, viz. 
ihe reforwintz the Repreſentation,” arid ſhortening the duration of Par- 
lament, were ſeparated from each other, and did not ſtand in the very 
contemplation of the Petitioners on the fame ground. The neceſſity c 


à Reform in both did not even to himſelf appear equally” clea 


thotgh to both he could conſtientioully ſubſcribe; yet many, who were 
fanguine friends to the firſt meaſure,” had more than doubts with reſpe& 


together, if the Petition had been ſo framed, as to require a 95 aſſent 


| 7 of their Petition, that it was àa novelty, a moulding the 
tibitution ane w; that if wiſe and right in itſelf, it did not meet the 


” * 


receive. To each of theſe ohjections hf propoled to anſwer in their 

„ , / nn 
e e The object of the People's prayer was an abſolute in- 
novatidh, appeared to be a formidable objection; but he truſted that alittle 


attention to the origin and progreſs of our ſingular Conſtitution, woul 


- ſthew che objeftion to be wholly unfounded, that the evil complained of 
in the Petition was itſelf the thing abhorreht ang ſtrapys to the ideas ol 


" Engliſhmen, 


SO derne Hs decided opinion of the Repreſentation of this 


it, it had been as injurious to the path as it 


F 47 
r, and 
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Engliſhmen, and that the redreſs petitioned: for was ſimply a renovation, 
If this could be clearly ſhewn, it could not fail to reconcile the minds 
of every one as to their old habitude and right. But as this was à mat- 
ter of hiſtoric evidence, he preſumed that he ſhould not affront his 
audience in giving them a brief abſtract of the riſe, progreſs, aud diſ- 
criminating ſpirit of the Engliſh Conſtitution, as no unneceſſary infor- 
mation to many whoſe ſituation in life might render ſouſeful a knowledge 
not eaſily acceſſable to them. He aflerted, that the actuating principle 
and virtue of the Engliſh Conſtitution, wes derived from, and founded 
upon, the primeval rights of human nature, upon the ſenſe, con- 
yiction, and invariable exerciſe of theſe Rights with our early anceſtors, 
to which their being ſecreted for ages from the knowledge of the dans - 
gerous reſentments of more poliſhed European nations had principally 
contributed, That paſſing from the eaſt along the tract of northern 
Europe, and uncontaminated with the ſervile maxims of Ariſtocratical 
and Monarchical Government, to which the ſouthern regions had long 
been habituated, they had deſcended into the rich provinces of the 
Roman empire, and imported with them wherever they eſtabliſhed 
themſelves, the liberal ſpirit by which ſociety had till that moment been 
conducted amongſt them. This ſpirit conſiſted in the equality of all, 
Equality of Rights, and that, in this view, every member of the com- 
munity ſtood upon the ſame ground, Whatever diſtinctions particular 
exigencies might require, they were diſtinctions of utility, artificial ar- 
rangements for a common good, often aboliſhed when the exigence 
cealed, but never ſubverſive of the primary, the fundamental right to 
Property, to Liberty, to Legiſlation, to Life in all. Kings were origi- 
nally but the leaders of their military expeditions, and Barons, ſubor- 
dinate chieſtains under them, inſtituted to ſerve the purpoſes of the 
ſtate, dependent for their very, exiſtence and authority upon the will of 
the ſtate, controulable by, and accountable to the ſtate, and which the 

neceſſities of the Kate, in its lengthened ſtruggle for dominion: with the 
natives of the Roman provinces, rendered permanent . eſtabliſhments, 
The ſtate conſiſted originally in the aſſembly of the whole community, 
in whom reſided the ſupreme power, and in which was combined, the 
military, the legiſlative, and often the judicial and executive character. 
But when the reſiſtance of the natives was utterly ſubdued, and they 
were reduced to the condition of villainage or llavery, the neceſſity of 
convening the whole community, in their military character, no longer 
exiſted, and the inconvenience of general aſſemblies rendered it expe» 
dient,to,provide ſome other mode of diſcharging the legiſlative duties 
of the ſtate. To'the greater chieftains or barons, a perſonal attendance 
was rather an honour than an inconvenience, while the leſſer barons, 
who with the greater were all originally pares, pcers, or equals, were 
permitted to appear in the great aſſemblies of the nation, by their re- 
preſentatives or proxies. In the collective aſſemblics of the whole com- 
munity, is ſeen the origin of Parliament at all, in the latter inſtitution 
the firſt diſtinction of two orders in Parliament, viz. the greater Barons 
or Lords, ho ſat in perſon, and the repreſentatives of the leſſer Barons, 
who are now the Knights or the Repreſentatives of counties. IIn this 
character Parliament continued for many years, till the conteſts between 
the greater Barons and the Monarch, and the advantages of commerce 
to both, introduced a further change, a new ſpecics of Repreſentatives 
in the great Parliament of the nation. The frequent neceiſities 267 the, 
Monarch invited him to emanci pate the villains or ſlaves ou his ow 
ent: Royal 


— 


4 ; nat. 
Royal domain, by. incorporating them with-eertain privileges, to 
them into the character of Freemen; from this inſtitution the Monarc 


derived their perſonal ſervice in his wars, and pecuniaty aids from that 


wealth which their privileges and the exerciſe of commerce ſoon ac- 
22 to them. This example, ſo advantageous to the Monarch, was 

lowed by the Barons, and corporations increaſed through the whole 
kingdom. The convenience of receiving from them grants of money, 
procuted their ſummons to Parliament by their Repreſentatives; the in- 
creaſing number, wealth, and power of this new order of Freemen, 
| taught them their own conſequence, and the neceſſities of the ſtate 
gained them a full admiſſion to all the rights of legiſlation in Parliament, 
and ſet them upon a level with the Repreſentatives of the counties, 
Thus we perk: the form of the Engliſh Parliament, when to the 
Repreſentatives of the counties were added thoſe of the boroughs'or 
incorporated towns, at preſent ſtiled the Citizens and Burgeſſes. The 
| Hberal ſpirit of Chriſtianity co-operated with the utility of the ſtate, 
and filently did away the very idea of a villain or ſlave. Thus whatever 
entered into the full idea of a free man, whatever was of the effence of his 
rights in the firſt conſtitution of the invading nation, was extended to 
every freeman, and of theſe rights, that of Legiſlation, either in perſon 
or by their Repreſentative, was a primary and fundamental one. The 
neighbouring nations had originally. the ſame conſtitution, the princi- 
ples from which the form of Engliſh government had its ſource, but 
not availing themſelves of the ſame circumſtances, they acquired not the 
ſame enlargement, the ſame {ſecurity in the Repreſentation of the Com- 
' mons at large, againſt the encroachment of power; and they have fallen, 
as we behold them, from a ftate of the-higheſt freedom into an abje&t 
dependence on Deſpotic Monarchs: An awful example to theſe king- 
doms, to our Nobles, with all the fancied dignity of power, as it is not 


in human nature to provide a ſolid bulwark againſt the continual operat- 


ing advantages of a Crown, unleſs in the ſpirit, the freedom, the equal 
Rights of the People, But what he wiſhed his audience to collect from 
the whole review, was this ſimple, this great principle, that Legiſlation, 
either in perſon or by repreſentation, is the equal, the common Right of all, 
that-it is inherent in the very idea of an Engliſh, Freeman, that it was 
imported into this iſland with our early anceſtors, that the grant which 
embraced fellow-men as freemen, communicated this right, and that as 
ell are now free, it is communicated to all. The inequalities of this 
common right which have taken place, and which the Petition aims to 
redreſs, have been created by inattention, by accident, by abuſe, but 
do not iſſue from the ſpirit or regular. uſage of the Conſtitution, and 
have. greatly riſen to their preſent dangerous height, againſt the very 
intention. of the preſent conſtitution, from thoſe * which could 
not poſſibly have been foreſeen. It was the convenience of the Mo- 
narch which firſt erected ſlaves into corporations of freemen, and ſum- 
moned them to Parliament. Hence aroſe to the Crown that dangerous 
prerogative, which was too long permitted, of ſummoning Repreſenta- 
tives to Parliament from whatever place it pleaſed. This was one ſource of 
unequal Repreſentation, Which the wiſdomof Parliament has indeed guard- 
ed againſt in future, but too late to prevent the evil conſequence, When 
I intercepted the further exerciſe of this prerogative of the Crown, it 
ought to have purſued the ſpirit of this Reform, it ought to have recti - 
Sed the abuſes which the prerogative had already eſtabliſhed, Similar 
inequalities bave taken place from the creating of — 4" 
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Barons on their parte eſtates, which through their infludkce obtan- 


ing a ſummons to Parliament, the abſolute property of theſe Boroughs 
has been conveyed with the eſtates to their ſucceſſors, Another, and 
rhaps the moſt fruitful ſource, has been in the changes and revolutions 
which the lapſe of time has produced. Great and populous towns have 
vaniſhed as it were fromthe face of the land, and have hardly any ex- 
iſtence but upon haper, yet the right of Repreſentation continues, though- 
the very caule an 
ſame time, and fluctuations of commerce, have created many more towns 
of the firſt rank and conſequence in the kingdom, to which no repre- 
ſentation has been extended. Thus, in whatever view we contemplates 
the ſpirit and deſign of our conſtitution, we ſee clearly that the prayer 
of the Petition has nothing of innovation, nothing ſtrange in it, no- 
thing but what the very idea of Parliament embraces and intends, no- 
thing but what is eſſential to and inherent in the RIGHTS OF FREE- 
MEN, and that the greateſt abuſes in the Repreſentation are contrary 
to the very deſigns of our anceſtors themſelves, unwiſe and improvident 
in many inſtances as theſe anceſtors have been. It has ever been deemed 


an excellence in our Conſtitution, that there was reſident in it the power ' 
and virtue of recurring to its original principles, whenever it ſhall be 


found to have dangerouſly degenerated from them; and if a government 


mean well, it would be abſolutely ſuicide in it not to :Qtify abuſes, - 


which mere accident, time, or corruption, have introduced, an N 
if not redreſſed, threaten to deſtroy all its character, and all its we 
being. jy e 
Having removed the imputation of novelty in the redreſs which the 
Petition prays for, Mr. Walker next adverted to the ſecond objeCtion, 
that however wiſe and right in itſelf, it did not meet the preſent temper 
of the kingdom, but would only diſturb, divide, ard diſtraft the nation, 


in a moment which required all its Union, But let theſe men, whoever _ 
or of whatever rank they be, withdraw each their individual oppo- 


ſition, and the objection falls to the ground. Allowing the right, the 


' wiſdom, and utility of the Petition, they themſelves ſhould not ſwell _ 


the number of its opponents, an objection confeſſed to be founded in 
mere obſtinacy and perverſeneſs, ina refuſal of public good, ſhould not 
lie at their door; every fellow ſubject who will not accord with the 
Petition, ſhould meet the friends of it on the ground of Conſtitutional 


Right, of national utility, and when all manly and virtuous reply fails 
them, it is a crime of the higheſt form not to be a friend, not to take a 


decided part in the cauſe of truth and right. It is not a raſh and paſſion» 
ate cenſure to affirm, that with a filent acquieſcence in the right and uti- - 


lity of the Petition, no good motive is at the bottom of that mind, 
which {till continues to object to it, and throws any difficulty in the 
way of its ſucceſs. The queſtion between the friends and the enemies 
of the Petition is, reduced to a ſhort iſſue, Its friends plead the HO 
the wiſdom, the expedience of the meaſure, the horrid experience 


paſt miſchiefs, the well-fourided apprehenſions of growing evils from 
the ſame malignant ſource, ' Let the enemies of the Petition ſtand forth _ 
in the face of their country, and fhew that it is not juſt, not wiſe, not + / 
expedient ; that the abuſes complained of have not been diſgcaceful and 
ruinous, and have not any ugly aſpe& on the future: let them, ſhew © 


this, or continuing a ſilent and fullen oppoſition, let them abide the con» 
uence; the imputation of having reriouncet.in” this inſtance all the 


obligatory of + Ticker,” of u we Wiler to the public Fed. 'It is 


P with 


reaſon of Repreſentation has ceaſed. While the very 


fs 
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with men of this complexion chat the true difficulty reſts, they are the 
authors of the oppoſition, with them lies all the crime of diſunion; but 
1 N timidity, a ſpirit of no Engliſh hue, or views which are not 


t to be owned, create and ſupport their diſaffection, it becomes them 
to know that an Engliſhman cannot reſpect an oppoſition fo founded, 
that the timid, the illiberal and the ſelfiſh, are «A enemies whom he 


0 ' aura meet with in the field of all his virtuous conteſts, But it is 
laſtly urged, that the Reform, if it ſhould be adopted, will unnerve 


the executive power, by undoing that influence, that aſcendancy of ad. 
miniſtration over the Houſe of Commons, which is pleaded to be neceſ- 
fary to government, But if the plea fail,, the Reform ought not to be 

eſiſted on this ground. This is the laſt refuge of the enemies to a Par- 


1 Reform, and in the ſuppoſed ſtrength of which I verily believe 
many are really deceived. But a definition of terms, particularly of 


government, to which an unconſtitutional influence is neceſſary, 


may contribute to undeceive them. It is undoubtedly neceſſary to a 


government which reſpetts not the popular opinion, but this is not, or 


dugt not to be the Government of England; and if it be, is the very 


ſtrongeſt reaſon why an influence of fo curſed a nature ſhould be utterly 
extirpated. Some ambiguous and covert phraſes require to be turned 
into plain Engliſh, in order clearly to underſtand them, In plain 
Engliſh: then, a decided majority of the Miniſter in the Houſe means, 
that it ſhould be the Minifter's Houſe, not the Houſe of Commons of England, 
and whether this be an honeſt, virtuous, and ſalutary Engliſh maxim, 
I think may be left to the effrontery of our boldeſt enemy to ſay, What! 


| a majority, prepared, diſpoſed to carry through the Miniſter's meaſures; 


fworn, bound, and paſſive to his will, without regard to the good plea» 


ſure of the people, by whom, and for whom they are or ought. to be! 


| ſume itſelf to be, 


e 


No! the Conſtitution means the Miniſter no ſuch M 
Jority in the very idea. of that Houſe is intended, but what the wiſdom, 

oneſty, and patriotiſm of the Miniſter's conduct deſerves, and ever 
will procure to him. Let a Miniſter ſtand. forth, and anſwer for this to 


Parliament and to the People, and every one may anſwer with his life | 


for a triumphant majority, without the intervention of troubleſome, illi- 


ol. titut ajority; it abhors it, 
and no utility of a wiſe and virtuous government requires it. No ma- 


— 


beral, and dirty intrigues, Let any one for a moment conceive a Parlia- 
ment in factious n to ſuch a Miniſter, and almighty as it may pre- 


e will ſoon perceive that there is an almightier power, 
which will controul and convert it to the public good. Standing in 
the mid way between the Crown and the People, and diſowned, unſup- 

orted by either, Parliament would feel the awe of that conſtitutional 
. which is the ſecret ſtay and ſecurity on which the fabric of our 
government reſts, which has and I truſt will ſave it to the moſt perilous 
encounters. This is not idle theory, it was verified, by the conduct of 


the greateſt and honeſteſt Miniſter that England ever knew. 9 
to the helm by the dangers and neceſſities of the ſtate, he had no intere 
at Court or in Parliament, but with a virtuous magnanimity he courted 


neither, he left it to his condutt to juſtify. himſelf to both. | The honeſt 


” 1 


ſpirit of his Prince relaxed from its prejudices, but Parliament, turned 


burt of its habit and courle, never was cordial. to him, yet it dared not 


to check him in his career of glory and of uſefulneſs. This ſaved the 
Miniftera world of trouble, and it did his country a world of good, 


dangerous 


mY + 
” * 
\ [ 


But as this pleaded neceſlity of Miniſterial influence vitiates Parliament. 
and turns it into a direction contrary to its genius, ſo it is of the moſt. 
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him; that he ſhou 
before them, in expreſſing his warmeſt approbation of the meaſure, 


dangerous tendency in another view, which has never, I believe, been 
adverted to. The our in the Houſe of Commons of impeaching a 
bad Miniſter, whoſe crimes no other form of juſtice can reach, has ever 
been remarked as one of the happieſt guards of our Conſtitution, But 
this power a mere nullity in the preſent management and habit of 
Parliament. © Maſter of Parliament, what has the Miniſter to fear p 
Will the ſervant raiſe his voice againſt his bountiful Lord ? Will the 
injured and inſulted People find a I exper = an avenger in the confede> 
rate of the Miniſter's crime? Nor will a change of adminiſtration 
revive the avenging genius of the conſtitution, Miniſters ſtanding in 
the ſame predicament, and having the ſame to fear for themſelves, will 
have a tender ſympathy for each other, nor will a Parliament, ſtill diſ- 
poſed to corruption, throw diſcredit on the trade by the puniſhment of 
its corrupters. | | | 9 
e concluded with hoping better of the future proſperity than ſo 

of its wiſeſt and beſt friends dared to flatter themſelves with. But no- 
thing aſſuredly could affect this, unleſs a renewal of the Conſtitution, A 
languid and fickly frame, either in the individual or politic body, could 
romiſe no vigorous and well proſecuted exertions. The character of 
e people -muſt die with that of their government, but might ſtill 
flouriſh [with that of the revival. The ruin, from whoſe brink it was 
ſo frightful to look down, had iſſued from the abuſes which the Petition 
wiſhed to rectify. And as England, previous to the exiſtence of her 


* 


colonies, had riſen to her height of greatneſs, from the inexhauſted re- 


ſources of her free and manly government, ſhe might, from the ſame 
actuating ſpirit, repoſſeſs and maintain her rank among nations. All 
depended upon the virtue of the People. | 2 
ord Surrey cloſed the debates with an addreſs, which conveyed 
Yingular ſatisfaftion to every hearer. He apologized for addrefing the 
Meeting at all, as indeed, he was not a Freeholder of the county; but 
he truſted, that the honour of a long connection with the county from 
reſidence and property, which his family had enjoyed, would excuſe 
# not be deemed an intruder 1n preſenting himſelf 


though a ſenſe of propriety wy an him from ſigning: the petition, It 
afforded him the higheſt pleaſure to behold a perfect unanimity on ſo 
2 a ſubject, but the buſineſs ought not to reſt with their preſent 
act; they would but partially ſerve the cauſe in which they had ſo lau- 
dably engaged, if they did not accompany their individual ſignatures with 
their moſt active exertions. They muſt addreſs themſelves to their 


countrymen, perſuade, exhort, inform, and uſe every honeſt means to, 


give weight to their Petition in Parliament, by procuring to it a large 
and general approbation. They were not to flatter themſelves, that it 
would not be oppoſed; the face of unanimity in the preſent Meeti 

ſhould not inſpire in them a dangerous ſecurity, It would be oppo. 
5 oppoſed; not only by thoſe from whom nothing better was 
o be expected, by the friends and ſupporters, in and out of Parliament, 
of the late ruinous adminiſtration; but he was ſorry to add, by ſome of 
the moſt reſpectable characters, who had hitherto been the faſt friends 
of the People and the Conſtitution, and whoſe' opinions would derive a a 
weight from the reverence which their paſt condu& had won them, 
Whether they were warped by an intereſt in thoſe boroughs, which 
might be affected by the Petition, or a tenaciouſneſs of certajn ſpecula» 


tive notions Which they had 1 he would not decide, as they 


die 


| T4901) 
| were not preſent anſwer for themſelves; but ſuch were pont 
whom they were 12 reſiſt, hor reſiſt with all the force of 4 it a 
ſolicitation, . He believed the county of Nottingham had not the En | 
one private Borough to anſwer for; he wiſhed it were equally free fr 
all imputation of corruption and vitiating influence; — entlemen 
5 Sen differently from the Petitioners, he wiſhed they hac — pre- 
ſent to have urged their objections. The Meeting was in the face oj 
day, and of the county, and this would have become them as men an 
Citizens. The Reform was neceſſary in a ſtriking view, as not only 


Lords Miniſters, and Aſiatic plunderers, mig t invade the appro- 
priated Rights of the People, but even a King of France might, at the 
Price of five thouſand pounds a borough, ſend Repreſentatives of him- 
elf to the Commons Houſe and command an aſcendency in a Britiſh 
Parliament. The prafticability of ſuch daring outrages iſſued from the 
horrid ſtate of Repreſentation. If the Electors of every Borough con- 
Y Pea in a number of Britiſi Freemen, ſuch attempts would not even bg 
© conceived. He praiſed Lord Galway for the diſintereſtedneſs of his 
conduct, in being ſuperior to the temptations of his Borough intereſt; 

| when the intereſts of his country called for his approbation and ſupport, 
Ik in the iſſue of the buſineſs he ſhould be thrown on the affections of 
his country for a ſeat in Parliament, which at preſent he held as by his 

. own right, a grateful country could not fail to make every handſome 
return. He concluded with recommending the ſubje& of the Petition 
to their beſt affections; there was a ſpirit and vigour in the Conſtitution, 
Which, as the laſt ſpeaker had obſerved, would awe even the Legiſla: 
ture in great occaſions ; and if the People, with a firm and manly tone, 
called for JUSTICE, THEY MUST OBTAIN IT} © © ©? 


5 5 due Tavern, Od. 31, 1982. | 
a Meeting of the Committee of Aſſociation for the County of Vork, 
Ne. Mr. WrvIII, Chairman, | a 


Tue following Addreſs to the Frecholders of the County of York was 
„ 5 unanimouſſy. agreed to: 1 
- Whereas at a General Meeting of the County of Vork, held by ad- 
journment at York, on the 28th day of March, 1780, for the a ne 
of ee A PLAN OF ASSOCIATION, it was reſolved, — That 
the ſaid Meeting mould be further adjourned, ſubjef to a call by the 
COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION: | 8 
They whoſe names are hereunto prefixed, being Members of the ſaid 
Committee, aſſembled in Vork this day, do by virtue of the aforeſaid 
ower inveſted in them, earneſtly requeſt the Freeholders of the ſaid 
County to meet at the Aſſembly Rooms in York, on the 19th of Decem- 
| Her next, at eleven o'clock in the forengon, in order to receive an 
 abridged-report of the whole Proceedings of the ſaid Committee ſince 
their original appointment; and alſo to take into their mature conſidera- 
tion the Ras of preſenting a Petition to Parliament during the courſe 
f the next ſeſſioni, for a Redreſs of that fundamental grievance, the 
| BNEQUAL REPRESENTATIONOF THE PEOPLE, and 155 
5 t ers reſpecti « 1 | ENT, 
| point e ee he REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT, 


| 
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I Report of the Proceedings of the Commureun of Azzcotarzon,'/afs 
A A the — . RAL MEzTING 7 the County of 8 

' held on the 28th day of March, 2780, ) preſented to the GNMRAL Mess- 
ING of the County of Yor, held on the 19th day of Decemder, 1782. 1 


The adjourned General Meeting of the County of York, held on the 
2Bth day of March, 1780, having entered into an ASSOCIATION, in 
3 promote, by their joint aſſiſtance, in a pacific way, the obtain- 
WW. | 0 WH "ay 
1, One or more Bills to correct profuſion in the EXPENDITURE 
OF PUBLIC MONEY, to regulate the manner of making Public Con- 
tracts, and the mode of keeping and paſſing Public Accounts; toredut 
exorbitant Emoluments of Office, and 1 EFORM THE ABUS 
DF SINSCURE \FLACES AND FB SIONS, unmerited by public 
ice. 
2. A Bill to eſtabliſh greater EQUALITY IN THE REPRESEN+ 
TATION OF THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT, by allowing the 
ſeveral Counties of the kingdom of Great-Britain to ele, in dug 
roportion, ese hundred Knights at leaſt, in addition to the preſent 
umber : 7 Ne baſe 
3. A Billto SHORTEN THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS 
to a term not exceeding three years; 5 | | 1 
And having empowered the Committee of ſixty- one Gentlemen, ap- 
ointed at a former Meeting of the County, togrtber with Sir William 
St. Quintin, Sir W. Anderſon, Mr. T. Weddell, Dr. Swainſton, 
any "twenty-one of them, to act as a COMMITTEE QF ASSOCIA. 
TION, to add to their number, and to take ſuch legal and Conſtitu- 
tional meaſures, as to them might appear moſt expedient, for promating 
the object of their Aſſociation: | „ 
The COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION, in purſuance of that 
ointment, held their firſt Meeting on the 2gth of March, 1780, 
hed "ſeveral Members to the Committee, and appointed a Sanding 
ub - Committee for the purpoſe of Correſpondence, by letter, during 
he adjournments of the Committee, 26 ; 
On the 15th' of April, 1780, the Committee called together by the 
Sub-Committee, under the authority granted to them by a Reſolution of 
the Committee on the 29th of March, voted thanks to John Dunn 
— and Thomas Pitt, Eſq. for their reſpective motions in the Houſe 0 
ommons on the 6th of April, 1780, affirming the actual exiſtence © 
the grievances complained of by the Petitions of the People, and affert» 
ing & bs right and duty of that Houſe to provide immediate and effettual 
e 5 77 0 982 þ : , 8 ? * ! P 5 , , e 


On the gd of May, 1780, the Committee met accarding to their ad- 
journment on the 2gth- of March, and paſſed Reſolutions, thanking - 
thoſe Members of both Houſes of Parliament, who had uniformly 
ſed the coercion of America to unconditional ſubmiſſion; alſo th 
embers of the Houſe of Commons, who ſupported the Bill for pre- 
venting certain Officers of the Reyenue from voting at any futures 
Election of Members of Parliament; and alſo the forty-one Lords who 
WD the Contractors Bill; at the ſame time cenſuring his Majeſty's 


iniſters, who, by the rejection of that Bill in the Houſe of Lords, 
| manifeſted their determination to preſerve entire that UNCONS TI. 
TUTIONAL INFLUENCE OF THE CROWN, .yhich the Road 


OY 4 \ 


out the direction of the civi 
Conſtitution had Taboured, with too great ſucceſs, to obſtrutt the efforts 
d the counties, &c. for obtaining a Redreſs of Public Grievances, by de- 


Sub-Committee to call a Meeting of the Free 


| 
. 
' 
{ 


5 | * 7 
of Commons had declared ought to be diminiſhed; and alſo voting that 
Miniſter to be an enemy to the liberties of his country, who ſhould ad- 
wide his Majeſty to prorogue or diſſolve the Parliament, until the Houſe 


Commons ſhould have fulfilled their promiſe to the People, to cor. 
| reſt the abuſes complained of in their Petitions © _ 


Committee, at a period when the nation, diſmayed by the abominable 
riots of the populace in London, appeared ſinking into deſpondence, 


and diſpoſed tamely to ſubmit to the unprecedented order to the milita 
rce to interfere, for the . ſſion of tumults, at their diſcretion, wit 
agiſtrate; and when the enemies of the 


faming their pacific Aſſociations, as meetings calculated to produce 
ſimilar acts of violence. On this critical and unfortunate emergency, 
the Committee having repulſed thoſe defamatory attacks, and vindicated 
the legal views of their Aſſociation, proceeded to cenſure the order for 
fliſarming peaceable Proteſtant ſubjefts, as contrary,to the known law 


df the land; and the order for the interference of the army throughout 


the kingdom, for ſuppreſſing illegal Aſſemblies of the People at their 


ſiole diſcretion, when no preſſing danger actually exiſted, and when no 
reluctance appeared in the magiſtracy to do their duty, as a dangerous 


cedent, not to be juſtified on any real ground of neceſſity; and the 
mmittee having exhorted their Fellow Citizens to perſevere in an 
orderly ſupport of their LEGAL ASSOCIATIONS, recommended to 
all ſubſtantial houſe-holders to be ready, on the firſt appearance of any 
notous commotion, to aſſiſt in maintaining peace and good order, under 


te directions of the civil Magiſtrate, | 
On the gd of Auguſt, 1980, the Committee requeſted Mr. Burke to 


preſent again, in the next Mon of Parliament, his Bill for the better 
regulation of his Majeſty's Civil Eſtabliſhment.” nts ws, 
On the 7th of September, 1780, the Committee was called together 
by the Sub-Committee, on the occaſion of the premature diſſolution of 
Parliament; and the Sheriff of Yorkſhire Having been defired by the 

olders of this County, 
reſent 


in order that proper perſons might be put in nomination to 
appro- 


| re 
them in the enſüing Parliament, and he having declared his di 


bation of that meaſure, the Committee, in purſuance of the authority 


intruſted to them by a Reſolution of the County Meeting, held on the 
28th of March, 1780, did reſolve to call a Meeting of the Frecholders 
of Yorkſhire on the 14th of Sept. 1780, for the purpoſe aforeſaid; 
and returned thanks to Sir George Sleile for his manly addreſs to his 
Conſtituents on the gth of September, and for his faithful ſervice in 
Parliament. 5 FFF 
On the 28th of September, 1780, the Committee reſolved to nomi - 
nate Deputies on the gd of January, 1781, to attend the | propoſed 
General Meeting of Deputies in London. ö 
On the gd of January, 1981, the Committee appointed the Reverend 


Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſq. and Sir James Norcliffe, their 


Deputies, with power to moet and confer with the Deputies from other 


Counties, &c. and to concur with them in an application to Parliament, 


for corretting the groſs abuſes in the Public Expenditure, and for reducing 


tlie undue Influence of the Crown, complained of by. the Petition of · this 


County to the laſt Parliament; and alſo to move the Meeting of Dope 
| | «©, ve 
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ies aforeſaid, to endeavour to obtain a more uate Repreſentation 
Uhe People, by the introduction of at leaſt one hr additional Gay 
Members: but the Committee left it to the diſcretion of their Deputies 
to determine, as circumſtances might ariſe in the courſe of their con- 
ference, whether a motion for ſhortening the duration of Parliaments 
to a term not exceeding three years, would then be prudent and adviſe- 
able, or premature, inconvenient, and fit to be poſtponed to a futute. 
Seſſion of Parliament; moſt ſtrictly confining them to N 18 thoſe pro- 
poſuions of the ASSOCIATION by orderly means alone, by dutiful 
application to Parliament, or by ſuch other prudential meaſures as might 
be perfectly conſiſtent with law and the Conſtitution: and the Come 
mittee, anxious to obviate every artful ſuggeſtion which might be em- 
ployed to calumniate their deſign in the faid appointment of 3 | 
not only ſubmitted to general inſpection their inſtructions to their Depu- 
ties, but alſo ſtated, in a full and explicit addreſs to the Electors of 
Great Britain, their views of Public Reformation, and the reaſons of their 
conduct for promoting that neceſſary work; and exhorting the Counties, 
&c, who concurred in thoſe political ſentiments, to co-operate with 
the Committee in the propoſed General Deputation, they expreſſed their 
confidence, that, in the general wreck which threatened the fortunes 
of the Public, their vigoroys and timely interpoſition might yet preſerve 
the Liberty and the Conſtitution of Britain, of Oy 
On the 4th of January, 1781, the Committee thanked the ARMED 
ASSOCIATION of 'the city of York, for their reſolute and-well-timed 
exertions in ſupport of the laws of their country, during the unprovoked 
riots which immediately followed the laſt Election for the County; re- 
queſted David Hartley, Eſq. to permit the publication of. his excellent 
' Addreſs to them, dated January the 3d, 1781; and reſolved to tranſ- 
mit it, with their recommendation, to the other Committees through- 
out the kingdom. N SORT EIS 
On the gth of May, 1981, the Deputies reported to the Committee 
the reſult. of their conference with the Deputies of other Aſſociated 
Bodies ; viz. that a Petition was preſented from the General Deputation 
to the Houſe of Commons, on behalf of themſelves and others, their 
fellow»ſubjetts, who, jointly with them in the laſt ſeſſion of the late 
Parliament, had petitioned that Honourable Houſe, that ſome remedy. 
might be provided againſt the WE” Influence of the Crown, and. 
ſome ſtop might be put to the laviſh expenditure of the Public Money; 
entreating, both for the relief of the Subject, and the ſafety of the Con- 
ſtitution, that Honourable Houſe would proceed to enquire by what 
means theſe alarming grievances might be redreſſed: that the concurrence. 
of the General Meeting, in the propoſitions fora REFORM OF PAR- 
LIAMENT, adopted by the County of York, was obtained; but nei- 
ther the Nobles nor the Houſe of Repreſentatives, having at that timo 
appeared ſufficiently favourable. to this PLAN OF REFORM, nor the 
People themſelves having ſupported the General Deputation with ſuffi- 
cient vigour, it was found neceſſary to poſtpone that arduous taſk to a 
more favourable, but, they truſted, not a very diſtant ſeaſon. The 
Committee having approved the conduR of their Deputies, voted thanks 
to Sir George Savile, Mr. Dunning, and Mr. H. Duncombe, for their 
ready attention and ſupport to the Petition of the General Deputation, 
and exhorted their fellow - ſubjects to perſevere, without remiſſion, in 
purſuit of the objects af the ASSOCIATION 223 


* * 
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3 „ | 
on the coth of May; 1781, the Committee thanked Sir George S-! 
vile, in terms of peculiar approbation; for having attended Parliament, | 
notwithſtanding a very precarious ſtate of health, to oppoſe the late 
. fcandalouſly extravagant loan. W 455 TIT 
On the 14th of Oct. 1781, certain information having been received 
the Committee, that the Clergy of this ASSOCIATION had been 
„ cenſured by high authority, and their efforts in ſupport of the Conſtitu- 
tion of this country treated as foreign to the function of a Clergyman, and 
not t road to rment ; the lay Members of the Committee, after 
aſſerting this undeniable truth, that a Proteſtant, by entering into holy | 
arders, does not abandon his Civil Rights, voted thanks to thoſe Reve- 
rend Gentlemen, who thus eee the public good to their own 
private emolument. And the Committee conſidering, with deep regret, 
'. that their conduct, although ſtrictly conformable to law, and uniformly 
directed to the ſupport of meaſures, which alone can RESTORE THE | 
* CONSTITUTION, was ſtill groſsly miſrepreſented by men alike hoſtile F 
to the Liberties of Britain, and unſcrupulous in their mode of attacking 
them, reſolved once more to refute thoſe malicious cavils in a free ad- 
dreſs to their countrymen, pointing out the progreſs of corruption, la- : 
menting the decline of the Conſtitution, — fully vindicating the pro- 7 
. _Poſed- means for its RESTORATION. In their apprehenſion, to 1 
rectify a diſordered Legiſlature, muſt indeed be a work of the greateſt i 
toil and difficulty; but there is yet, in the independent part of the com- 2 
munity, a fund of vigour adequate to the taſk, and the ancient ſpirit of 
the-Conſtitution till affords unexhauſted reſources for a lawful, orderly, 
and effectual interpoſition; far, therefore, from wiſhing to promote con- 
fuſion, or to prompt their Fellow Citizens to deeds of violence and deſpe- 
' ration, they exhorted them, with conſcientious fincerity, to confine _ | 
their efforts within bounds of legality: but within thoſe bounds reſo- 
' lutely to oppoſe that ſyſtem of PARLIAMENTARY CORRUPTION, 
us is alike the bane of national moraliry, and the ruin of public 
71 « | | $1 
On the 4th of April, 1782, the Committee thanked the independent 
majority of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, who, on the 25th of 
February laſt, reprobated the farther proſecution of offenſive war on 
the Continent of North America, for the purpoſe of reducing the re- 
volted colonies to obedience by force; expreſſed the fulleſt confidence 
in thoſe avowed opponents of corruption, with whom, on the conſe- 
diſmiſſion of the late profuſe and dangerous Adminiſtration, the 
wers of Government had been entruſted; but conceiving the taſk of 
— in that moment, to be arduous, beyond the difficulty ex- 
rienced in any former period, they reſolved to poſtpone to the giſt of 
ober, calling a General Meeting of the county of Vork, in order 
to ſubmit to their Conſtituents the neceſſity of preſenting a Petition to 
Parliament in the next ſeſſion, for a redreſs of that fundamental griev- 
ance, the unequal ee of the People in Parliament. 
On the giſt of October, 1782, the Committee reſolved to requeſt the 
Preeholders of the county of York, to meet for the conſideration gf 
| that important meaſure, on the 19th of December, 1782. | 
| In this abridged narrative every material ſtep 410 by the COM. 
MITTEE OF ASSOCIATION, in purſuance of the truſt committed 
4 to them by the county gf York, has been related; and they are happy 
| to lay this brief, but full account of their tranfactior bofare the county 
on this occaſion ; when, they truſt, they ſhall not be WP 
9 75 | Wt {pO 
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demand of Reformation; ſtating the profuſion of the Public 
ture, the ,propriety of an economical retrenchment, and the urgent 
. neceſſity of an effectual correction of the abuſes in the frame and dura» 
tion of Parliament, and alſo by appointing . Deputies, inſtrufted, in 
. concurrence with the General Deputation, to petition the Houſe of 
Commons for a redreſs of thoſe great. National Grievances. . 


- RESOLVED | | 
this Committee for the attainment of that end. If the end itſelf 

laudable, the means ſurely muſt be deemed unexceptionable. In times 
of danger to the Conſtitution, popular combinations are the proper and 


much concern fot. order and regularity, while they diſcover little regard 
for the rights and privileges of the nation, may diſlike all aſſemblies o 
People, yet the Committee truſt, that, in their exertions, the ſtrifteſt 


f Ee” : 
LE .. ---.: 


/ LC a. 2 's. & 1 Pt b | 
$i too long the ſurrender of their Delegated Powers, or to.hay 
a ifnclined to ſubmit their conduſt to the judgment of their Gantt 
tuents; faults which would merit peculiar blame in men who. ſo ſeyerely 
reprobate the ſeptennial duration of Parliament. For more than two 
years they have laboured in the proſecution of that political Reform 
Which was pointed out by the county, as the object of their commiſſion. 


On every proper opportunity it has been their zealous, endeavour to pro- 
mote the wiſhes of their conſtituents, by expreſſing their gratitude to 
| thoſe diſtinguiſhed, ſenators, by whom the. public cauſe, was promatedl 


by paſſing votes of cenſure on thoſe men by whom. it. was ſtructed; 
by recommending to the nation, in repeated addreſſes, to lupport _ 
CXxEPendle 


Such was the purpoſe for which this County was firſt aſſembled, and 
TO ASSOCIATE ; and ſuch have been the efforts of 


the only effeftual means to defend it: and although men; who profeſs 
the 


examination, by men molt averſe to popular Meetings, will not be able 


to point out the ſmalleſt breach of àny duty ꝓreſeribed by the laws of 
the country: they ſhall be little 5 ive of cenſure, on other 
ground, if their conduct ſhall merit the 

28 having been faithfully directed to public good, according to the in- 
tention of their original appointment. 2 | 


approbation of this Aſſembly, 


The Committee cannot cloſe this report, conſiſtently with their. duty 


to this county and to the public, without declaring their ſentiments 
remain unaltered, that a melioration of Parliament, on the principles 
of tho Aſſociation, muſt be obtained, or the Liberty . Britain cannot 
long be preſerved; for although ſomething has been ludably done for 
the purpoſes of œconomical retrenchment, and leſſening the exceſſive 


influence of the Crown, yet the : beſt official regulations may ſoon be 


ſet aſide, the iſeſt and moſt. virtuous Miniſters may ſoon be diſplaced, 
by the prevalence of that corrupt intereſt, which.) ſtill, ſubſiſts in the 


Houſe of Commons, which its defective frame naturally generates, 


and which has already ſo nearly effected the ruin of this unhappy 


MITTEE OF ASSOCIATION for this county, was ordered to 
be ſent by their Chairman, the Rev. Mr. Wyvitt, to the Chairman o 
tze ſeveral other Petitianing and Aſſociating Bodies, and ſuch other fri 
to the REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT, as he ſhould thin. 


| Rurton-Hall, near Bedal, Nov. 1, 2782. 


4 — 4 of the Cixcutan Lzrrzi which, at the laſt Meeting ef the 
be fent 


Im direfted by che COMMITTEE OF_ASSOCIATION for the 
County of York, to trauſmit to * the incloſed account of their pro- 


ceedings 


— 
3 
— 
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ceedings on this day, and the giſt of October, which they requeſt ye 
Will poi the — 40S to 1% beſte the Committee 7 
its next meeting. „ . 
I am alſo inſtructed to mention how much the Yorkſhire Committet 

-wiſh to obtain a free communication of ſentiments with the Committee 
of on the ſubject of Parliamentary Abuſes, hoping, by their 
opinion and advice, to be enabled to judge what * or the 
REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT, it may be expedient to re. 
commend to the intended General Meeting of the county of York, on 
' the. 49th day of December net. 2 S eee, 
The Yorkſhire Committee have ſeen, with much ſatisfaction, Petitions 
adopted by ſeveral Public Meetings of great reſpectability, requeſting, in 
general terms, A REDRESS OF PARLIAMENTARY GRIEV- 
+*ANCES; they approve this reſpe& and deference to Parliament, and 
” wiſh a ſimilar delicacy may be obſerved in the meaſures of the county of 
Vork: but it ſeems to be adviſable, that this general petition of the People 
, ſhould be ſupported by ſome particular declaration of their wiſhes, in a 
mode as little offenſive as poſſible to the dignity of Parliament; for 
* ſhould it not be known on what grounds, and to what extent the people 
deſire that the REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT*may er d. 
may be foreſeen that hence inſuperable objections will be urged againſt 
every plan of reformation, which their friends in Parliament may pro- 
poſe. INSTRUCTIONS from each Conſtituent Body to their reſpec- 
tive Repreſentatives, ſeem to be the molt obvious and unexceptionable 
© mode, by which Parliament may be appriſed what correction of abuſes 
is expetted by the People, and yet every appearance of diſreſpet to that 
- aflembly'may be entirely avoided. -' e 


" 


— 


If this method of conveying the ſenſe of the nation to Parliament, 


and aſcertaining what reformation there would give general ſatisfaction 
«ſhould be approved, the next important conſideration would. be, what 
particular propoſitions of REFORM, in the preſent ſtate of this coun- 

try, are molt eligible ; and, if propoſed in the INSTRUCTIONS of any 


Caquſtituent wecg are moſt like 7 to receive the general concurrence 
iv 


of the public; for if too extenſive a ſyſtem of REFORMATION 
mould be raſhly obtruded on Parliament, the whole attempt might miſ- 
Carry, and the opportunity to ſecure the LIBERTIES oF BRITAIN 
for generations to come, might be irretrievably loſt. But on the other 
mand, every friend to the Conſtitution would lament the loſs of ſupe- 
rior improvement, if, from too rigid a ſcruple, to extend the terms of 
the Aſſociation, the additional Repreſentation of the counties and the 
© metropolis ſhould be alone procured, when the abolition of the MOST 
. OBJECTIONABLE BOROUGHS, in a limited degree, might have 
deen obtained. In the opinion of the Yorkſhire Committee, the little 

decayed boroughs, dependant on, or unduly influenced by, the Boards 
of Ordnance; Treaſury, Admiralty, &c, may be juſtly placed in that 
«: Claſs,. For what more dangerous perverſion of the Conſtitution can be 
2, imagined; than THE NOMINATION OF MEMBERS. OF PAR. 
. LIAMENT BY IHE CROWN; or -what fidelity to the public trult 
can be expected from Senators, who are thus created by that Govern- 
ment, whoſe conduct they ought to watch and controul? 9215 

On this occaſion, the Yorkſhire gentlemen are free to own their in. 
olal ſhould 

— and- other reſpectable Bodies, to recon” 


clination, if {ps p79 
1 1 * mend 


tlie Committee of. 
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fortunately meet · the approbation of 
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mend to.the General Meating of the county of, Yark, on the agth, o, 
December: | 1 e ee > rin. 
1. To inſtruct their Repreſeptatives to introduce, or to ſu 2 5 a Bill 


$i. ſuppe "y 
in Parliament, for aboliſhing at leaſt fifty of the MOST OBNOXIOUS * 


BOROUGHS; providing for the Electors in the ſeveral boroughs abo- | 
liſhed, a proper gratuitous compenſation for their extinguiſhed fran- 
chiſes; and enabling them to vote, tagether with the Freeholders, in 
elections for Knights of the reſpective ſhires to which they belong; and 
alſo adding an adequate number of Members, not leſs than an hundred, 
in a due proportion to the ſeveral counties and the metropolis: _ 
2. And farther to inſtruct their Repreſentatives to move, or to ſup- 
port a motion for the repeal of the Septennial Bil „ 
g. Alſo the admitting proprigery of copyhold lands of inheritance, 
with ine certain, of the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, to vote at 
county elections of Members of Parliament throughout the kingdom: 
4. And laſtly, to a, ot the application of any county in Scotland, 
for ſetting afide nominal and fictitious votes, and for regulating Elections 
to Parliament in that part of the kingdom, in a manner agreeable to the 
true intent and ſpirit of the Conſtitution. | 
On the ſubjett of the two laſt articles of REFORM, the Yorkſhire, 
Committee are little apprehenſive that any conſiderable variation of ſen- 
timent will be found among the true friends of the Conſtitution—ſtill 
leſs can they ſuppoſe that, to the propoſition for the repeal of the Sep- 
tennial Bill, any material objection will be urged; but if the propo 
for a limited disfranchiſement of the moſt obnoxious boroughs ſhould 
not receive the approbation and concurrence of à decided majority of 
the counties and principal towns, which ſupport the claim of Parliamen- 
tary Reformation, the Yorkſhire Committee will not heſitate a moment 


to ſacrifice their wiſhes to the preſervation of that harmony and union 


gmong the ſeveral Aſſociated and Petitioning Bodies, without Which; 
there cannot be a probability of ſucceſs, In that caſe they will readily 
ſtrike out the article for the abolition of certain boroughs, and recom- 
mend to the General Meeting of the county of York, to adhere in their 
inſtructions to the ſecond propoſition in their form of Aſſociation, for 
reinforcing. the found part of our repreſentation, by the addition of 
one hundred Members, to be proportionably choſen by the counties and 
the metropolis,.. .. | 8 RET PE I 3 
The Yorkſhire Committee having ſo freely ſuggeſted their ſentiments 


on thele important matters, do moſt, earneſtly intreat the Committee 


- With equal freedom, to communicate their opinion and ads 
I have the honour tobe, 

SIR, „14 ra SHOT ov : 

- Your moſt humble Servant. 

- C.Wrvit, 


vice, which will be received with the greateſt deference and reſpect. 


Copy of a- Letter ſent to the Rev. Mr. Wev1L, by order of the COM» 
- MITTEE OF ASSOCIATION of the Livery of London. 
2 10 FEES Guildhall, London, Nov, 17, 1782. 

1 1 "Pl £ 4 s 65 Fin | min 


THE COMMITTEE.OF ASSOCIATION of the Livery of Lone 
Lon accgded with, much pleaſure to the ſentiments and advice of the 
> 7 ie 2 : S &.. py | 3 oh Chairmn 
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chaitiaun ef the Commit of Hdelariod for th courlty of Yo, with 
which they were made — * at the e N Tavern, at 4 


« 


General Meeting of all the Members of Conimittees'of the'affotiating 
counties and boroughs then! prifent inc Londori, ptevieus to the prores 
gation laſt ſunimer. - With great fatisfaftion'they have found, that the 
county of "Middleſex, 'city of Weſttairiſter, and other places, have alſo 
e the Reſolutiotis then utlanimouſſy taken, viz. T 


avoid. any, ſpecific propoſitions relative to the PARLIAMENTAR 
eee Wen 


e The wiſdom of ſuth general application, as well as the great reſpe 
Which this Committee 1 aro 125 the gentlemen of the Yorke | 
Committee, and the earneſt defrte of union and harmony, forbid then 
in any manner to mention or bring forward any particular plari or pro- 
% This Committee hope for a mature and e e REFORM 
OF PARLIAMENT, which they truſt will proceed from the inveſti- 
ation of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons. And they b 
eave to propoſe to the Committee of York, the propriety of ſuſpending 
or poſtponing inſtructions to their Reprefentatives, until the fate of che 
Geert e ee 


I I have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
Six, 8 3 


Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 
end 6h Bit © Bras Cxotuy, Chairmans | 
Kev. My: Wyvill, Chairman of tht Yorkſhire Commitite. 

Je following is 0. Copy of .the Anſwer ſoit by the Rev, Mr, Wyyit, i 
$74 Ws ons Chairman. of the Committee of the Livery f 


02 WH Ou: RE 2) | Ng 
I am happy that my political conduct at any timze has been honoured 
With the 4 722 tion o 25 Committee of the Livery of London. But 
cannot flatter myſelf that the part I took in the tranſactions at the 
Thatched Houfe in May laſt, deſerved any peculiar commendation; or 
at opinions delivered there by fo humble an individual, poſſeſſed that 
. 2 ahd influence, which the Committee are pleaſed fo aſcribe to 
them. On the other hatid, I truſt I ſhall'be able to ſatisfy the Commit- 
tee, that their diſapprobation of my conduct in à recent inſtance, which 
I obſerve, with much concern, conveyed in the ſame letter which has 
beſtowed upon me ſuch unmerited praiſe, is founded on a miſtaken view 
of my ſentiments and actions. 5 
I do admit, Sir, that at the Thatched Houſe, I did object, with ſome 
aeſpeftable gentlemen of other counties, in a vote of thanks to the 
Duke of Richmond, in all the various ſhipes in which it was offered 
to the Mexting. To me; who hold his Grace in high reſpeR; as a firm 
and intrepid afſertor of our free Conſtitution, this was a painful oppoſi- 
tion. But in my conception, public duty bound me to oppoſe he re 


: that ſe; not becauſe his. Grac * 
C1 


0 1 


Burton-hall, Dec. 7, 1782. 


of a ſpeeiße plan for the REFORMATION OF PARLIAM 
PVR 


CE 
atfaine@ by aty regular or! Conſtitutional efſotts of the people; and- 
therefore ay reſolutiom of thanks which might be — by * — 
5 lic, as à dec on in favour of his Grace's ſyſtem, could only tend to 
f defeat that more ſafe and moderate propoſal for reſtoring. the Conftu- 
tion, which their peaceful endeavours might probably obtain. In this. 
oppoſition, the worthy members of the corporation of Londow then 
preſent, generally concurred; by their influence the ſeveral motions. + 
were withdrawn; and conſequently, it became unneceſſary to urge any 
farther objections againſt the plan: itſelf, confidered with reſpet to its 
utility in the preſent circumſtances of this country. I do admit 
, alſo, that although no formal reſolution was paſſed upon the ſubjeR, yet 
N it was agreed at the Thatched Houſe, and I concurred in the agreement, 
| that it was expedient the intended petition» for the-redreſs of our Pare 

liamentary Grievances ſhould be drawn up in general terms, But I certain 
ly did not bind myſelf © to avoid N propoſitions relative to 
« the PARLIAMENTARY REFORM,” in any other mode of de- 
claration, whenever a . degree of union upon the ſubje& could 
be 3 And 1 do not find the other Yorkſhire Gentlemen, - 
who had been preſent at the Thatched Houſe, under ſtood this agreement 
in a different manner. At the late Meeting of the Yorkſhire Com- 
mittee,” ſeveral of thoſe gentlemen attended; and to their recollection 
the objection did not occur, when the circular letter was propoſed. _ 
i © In my opinion, the want of unanimity among the agents of tho 
| people, in favour of any ſpecific plan, is the unfortunate circumſtance 
which threatens moſt their total diſappointment. For if no means can 
be deviſed to unite the body of the people in ſupport of ſome rational 
and ſubſtantial improvement of the | Conſtitution, their continued dif. 
ſentions, no doubt, will furniſh to the timid or intereſted obſtrutors of 

REFORMATION, a ready anſwer to their petition: © Why ſhould 

Parliament admit a change, till it is known what change will fatisfy 

« the nation? When the people themſelves are agreed what redreſs 
n they ought to aſk, then, and not before, let Parliament deliberate what. 

ti redreſs they ought to grant,” It is obvious indeed, that till that general 

UNION OF THE PEOPLE ſhall take place, diſcordant petitions, re- 

commending to Parliament different ſpecific plans of REFORMATION, 

would but expoſe the People to the derifion of their adverſaries. But it 
behoves their agents to conſider, that no time ſhould be loſt, no endea- 
vours ſhould be unemployed, to conciliate and to unite the various 

Friends of Reformation, re the ſeaſon for that work be jrrecoverably 

paſt. At length the whirt of caſual events has brought on the favours 

able opportunity; but if they omit to improve the fleeting advantage, a 

few ſhort months may fruſtrate every future attempt to retrieve their 

hegleR:; ' © The Committee of London hope for à mature and well-di- 

& reſted Reform of Patliament ; which they truſt will proceed from 

e the inveſtigation of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons.” I freely 

vun my hopes are placed upon a different foundation, viz. on the firm- 

neſs and energy of the! Britiſh People, pointing out the principle of 
that Reformation whigh they requeſt; ſpecifying the extent to which 
they defire it may proceed, and leaving the minute detail of Reformation 
to be ſettled by Parliament itſelf; but if the late overture of the York- 
ſhire Committee, and every other attempt t-accompliſh a more general 

UNION OF THE PEOPLE, for the proſecution of ſome ſpecific plan 

of REFORMATION of equil extent, ſhould prove unſucceſsful, it 
may be expected that any correction of Parliamentary abuſes, which 
pay flow from the ſpontancoys a& and pleaſure/of Parliament, will be 

% ͤ‚ ⁹mãům 22064 ü: ] ] “d) 
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applications of the people; by inſtruftions to their wy nw aber, 
atched Houſe ; 


The general phraſe is, that ſomething muſt be done.” What pro- 


gorous exextion of the 17 for thoſe ſpecial purpoſes. With theſe 
9 


om Lord Shelburne, arid ſtated to them my —_— carreſpondence on 


rations of 1 0 from Lord Shelburne, At the Thatched. Houſe 


From this explanation of my political conduct and ſentiments for 
Tome time paſt, I truſt I ſhall be Jalkibed in that opinion of the Com- 
mittee, as having acted, in circumſtances of ſome difficulty, an honeſt 
and a conſiſtent part. But this is a matter comparatively of ſmall mo- 
ment. I am confident from this ſtate of ſome late tranſactions, what- 
ever the final determination of that Committee may be on the ſubject of 

he circular letter, they will approve the caution, the perſeverance, the 
well-tempered zeal of the Yorkſhire Committee, With reſpect to the 
W As in 14 n . wel pro: 


4. 


* * 


L * 7] 3 | 
8 <« poſtponing-inſtruftions to their Repreſentatives, until 


Committee propoſes to that of Yorkſhire, I would beg leave to ſuggeſt 


one ſhort obſervation; which is, That when the fate of the Petition 


ſhall be decided, any inſtructions upon the ſubje& will probably come 
to late. If in conſequence. of an application in general terms to Parlia- 
ment, the repreſentation of the counties and the metropolis ſhall be re- 
inforced by the addition of fifty or fixty Members, any future application 
to the legiſlature for farther improvement, in this age at leaſt, cannat, 
/ with any probability, be expected to receive the countenance; and ſup- 
of the nation. If therefore the Committee of London have no 


objection to the propoſitions offered by the Yorkſhire gentlemen, their 


concurrence Now can alone be of any avail, If they decline giving 
their ſanction to that propoſal, from a preference to the Duke of Rich- 
mond's ſcheme, I beg leave to declare my firm opinion, as I did before 
at the Thatched Houle meeting, that there exiſts not the ſmalleſt proba- 
' bility, that his Grace's plan will be adopted by the towns and counties 

of Great-Britain in any conſiderable proportion. N 
A ap hy have the honour to be, ' 21 
„ | 
Pour moſt obedient Servant n 
renn ES $4.45 | : C. Wrvirx.“ 
' Braſs Crofby, Ei. Chairman, Sc. 8 


8 vokk COUNTY. MEETINJ c. 
A General Meeting of the County of Vork, the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1782, upon a call by the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION 


for that county, purſuant to the power intruſted to them by the Meeting 
of the 28th day of March, 1780, | 


The report of the paſt proceedings of the COMMITTEE OF ASSO. * 


CIATION was preſented by the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, their Chairman; 
And a motion being made, and the queſtion put, that ſuch Report be 
now read | - | 1 | 
It paſſed in the affirmative; and the ſame was read accordingly. _ 
A motion being made and ſeconded, and the queſtion put, that the 


following Petition to Parliament be read, it paſſed in the affirmative, and 


the ſame was read accordingly, viz. 


Jo the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britaih, in Parliament | af- 
fembled., The humble Petition of the Fxexn0LDERs of the county. of 
_ York, „ | «> with 
Sheweth, h , . 
That your Petitioners, ſenſible of the original excellency of the Con- 
ſtitution of this country, moſt ardently wiſh to have it maintained upon 
the genuine principles on which it was founded. * 


Your Petitioners further ſheweth, that it is neceſſary to the welfare 


of the People, that the Commons Houſe of Parliament ſhould have 
acommon intereſt with the nation; and that in the preſent ſtate of the 
repreſentation of the People in Parliament, the Houſe of Commons de 

Ret ſufficiently ſpeak the voice of the People. By | 
wel our 


* 


þ wr e fate of the general petitions is decided,” which. your reſpeftive 


908 — + 
. 
Take into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the preſent inadequate ſtato 


ion f the People in Parliament, and to apply ſuch re- 
medy to this great and alatming/evil, as to this — — 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. Legs | 
A motion then being made and ſeconded, and the queſtion put, 
© 'Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Petition be adopted, and do paſs ag 
mme zt of this meeting. | | 
The ſeveral motions following were afterwards ſucceſſively made and 
ſeconded, and the queſtion being put upon each, it was | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting — I a Petition, 
y r OF hey ma — T IN GENERAL 
3 8, and being apprehenſive, thut flom the generality of the pe- 
tition, the — of this Meeting may be miſconſtrutted, as aim- 
ing at a Reformation of Parliament on principles, and to an extent 
© which they do not mean to recommend, doth find it neceſſary to declare, 
that if, „ ngen e \ F134 
1. A Bill ſhould be paſſed in Parliament for, aboliſhing at leaſt fifty of 
the moſt obnoxious boroughs, providing for the eleftors in the ſeveral 
boroughs aboliſhed a proper gratuitous compenſation for their extinguiſh- 
ed franchiſes; and enabling them to vote, together with other Free- 
holders, in elettions for Knights of the reſpective ſhires to which they 
belong; and alſo adding an adequate number of Members, not lefs than 
an hundred, in due proportion to the ſeveral counties and the metro- 
lis: 3 on 
Fx And if the Septennial Bill ſhall be repealed : 
. And if a Bill ſhall be-paſſed for admitting proprietors of copyhold 
lands, of inheritance, with fine certain, of the clear yearly value bf forty 
"ſhillings, to vote at county elections of Members of Parliament through- 


- TP 


© out the kingdom: . Aaken Tt 
4. Andlaftly, if à Bill ſhould be paſſed for ſetting aſide nominal and 
* & ;tious votes in Scotland, and for regulating Elections in Parliament 
in that part of the kingdom, in amanner agrerable to the true intent and 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution: nen e et 
Ihe correction of Parliamentary Abuſes, effected by thoſe meaſures, 
will eſtabliſh a REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT. Which this 
County would highly approve. | e e by | 
EReſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting, truſting in the experienced 
real of their Repreſentatives, Sir Geo. Savile, Bart. and Henry Dun- 
combe, Eſq. as far as circumſtances will allow to promote-the zeaſon- 
able iſnes of their conſtituents, to accompliſh a ſubſtantial. REFORM- 
- ATION. OF PARLIAMENT, as aforeſaid, and to ſupport further 
_ meaſures of ſtrict n ſo indifpenfibly necellary in the preſent con- 
dition of this country, doth 51 ne offering to their worthy Repre- 
ſentativ es any inſtruttions on the ſaid matters. 5 h Bing (ah pet 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chaitman be directed to communi- 
cute the preceding reſolutions to Sir George Savile and Mr. Henry 
Duncombe; and at the fame time, in ſtrong terms, to expreſs to them 
this Meeting's grateful ſenſe of their faithful and difintereſted ſervices 
in Parliament; and alfo to acquaint Sir George Savile with what regret 
the intimation of his abſence from this Meeting, occaſioned 9 
indiſpoſition, was received by his conſtituents, and with what ſingerity 
they wiſh the re-eſtabliſhment of his health; f 
Bt | 1 Reſolved 


— 


[uy 1. : 


| Reſolved unanimotſly, That he COMMITTEE OP ASSOCIA«* | 


TION be re-appointed, with' its former powers. 


Reſolved unanimouſſy, That this Meeting is fully ſenſible of the be- 


nefits Which will aceruè to the nation from the ſalutary and economical 
Bills of Reform, which were pom in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; 
perſevered in until the grievarices - 


which Reform, it truſts, will , 
complained'of in the former Petition of this county are completely 
redreſſed. Net en SOOT 1 | * * Tt | ISO 
1 W. Caaroxzx, Chairman. 
; , . ee e e 1 2 ob . 
ACCOUNT Or DEBATES, &c. ar ru "COUNTY MEETING, | 
Mr. Chaloner being called to the Chair, opened the buſineſs b Tead-. 


ing the public advertiſement ; Mr. Wy vill then roſe, and moved that the 
report of the proceedings of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION 


be read, which being done by the Chairman, Mr, Wyvill addreſſed the 


Meeting to the following purport : _ d 
Mr. Chairman, | 1 81 N 

It cannot have eſcaped your obſervation, that in the narrative which 
has been read to this bee. audience, the Committee have reported 
ſome reſolutions which bear no immediate relation to the objects of their 
commiſſion, But, they truſt, no apology to their conſtituents will be 
thought neceſſary for acts of ſelf-defence in the Committee, or acts of 


juſtice to their injured aſſociates; without which, the honour and cre- 
dit of the Afoctatzon itſelf could not have been preſerved entire... / - 


If, on the firſt glance, their cenſure of the diſcretionary orders to 


the military force ſhould be thought an exceptionable meaſure, on a 


little farther reſlection, the abſolute. neceſlity of it will be apparent. 
For every legal effort to improve the Conſtitution, while all law and 
the Conſtitution lay at the mercy of an army ordered to att at their diſ- 
cretion, muſt have been vain and nugatory. 


In conſequence of that honeſt vote of Parliament, prohibiting hoſti- 


| lities for the ſubjugation of America, the diſmiſſion of a hated Adminiſ- 


tration became unavoidable, and the powers of government were en- 


truſted to men, in whoſe wiſdom, integrity, and inviolable attachment 


to the Conſtitution the nation juſtly confided, By thoſe zealous oppo- 
nents of a corrupt ſyſtem of government, regulations were inſtautly 
eſtabliſhed, enforcing public frugality, diminiſhing} the exceſſive 1nflus, 
ence of the: Crown, and tending, in k 

and Independence of Parliament. The upright Miniſters, whoſe promi 


of thoſe beneficial meaſures had been fo faithfully performed, amply 


merited that univerſal applauſe which has been ſo cordially given them. 
But to its own integrity and zeal, to its own vigour and perſeverance 


in the generous. ſtruggle for LIBERTY, the public ſtands \ prinatpatiy ] 


indebted. And if this Committee, acting in concert with other de- 
puteg bodies, may be thought to have promoted this ſalutary Revolution, 

r from aſſuming any praiſe themſelves, they are proud to acknowledge 
the efficacy and — s of their exertions muſt be wholly aſcribed to the 


nobly ſupported. 


weight and influence of this great county, by which they have been ſo 


In che common joy on that happy change of counſels, and on the 
conſequent correction of thoſe able 


which had excizcd general indig: 


ome degree, to reſtore the purity 


ie 


by 


| „ 
nation, the Cœumitee ſincerely 
th is aſſembly on the advantages 


public, unmintled with 
ments, oblige them to d. 


proved, that, conſtituted as it now is, the Houſe of Commons is not 
proof againſt eee A corrupt Houſe of Commons can be 


no check on the igality of Adminiſtration; and therefore, without 
a melioration of Parliament, on the principles of the ASSOCIATION, 
the ſame ruinous ſyſtem of Government, under which we have already 
ſuffered ſo much, muſt be expected to prevail again. © 
It is true, the Miniſter of Corruption has found, that in the hour of 
national calamity, his accuſtomed arts were of little avail ; at that criti- 
cal period, his ſeſs hardy adherents were ſtruck with remorſe at the 
wild havock made by their aſſiſtance in this diſmembered empire: t 

dreaded the riſing diſcontent of the People, and ſhrunk. from the 


Pc 


ſapport of an odious Adminiſtratioun | 
The Corniſh Burgeſſes, the Cinque Port Barons, and the reſt of the 
faithful band returned by the little venal boroughs, were found unequal 
to the taſk of Miniſterial defence. —Againſt that mercenary tribe the WW. 
Repreſentatives of the counties and principal towns, backed by a large 
majority of the kingdom, had hitherto contended ineffectually, but, on 
the near approach of ruin, their zeal, their unanimity' prevailed,” and 
Parliament exerted the long negleRted power of  controul- 

% But can it be forgotten that even this tardy interpoſition depended on 
multitude of contingencies, / without whoſe caſual combination = 
vitiſh People might yet have been groaning, without a proſpe& 

relief, under the complicated miſery of z corrupt Adminiſtration, and 
a war of ambition, for the forcible ſubjugation of their American Bre- 
thren! In conformity to the ſpirit of that Parliamentary reſtriction, 
_ menſures tending to a pacification with the Coldnies have been nego- 
ciated, that independence has been proviſionally acknowledged, and 
hoſtilities are now continued, not for the congueſ of America, but for 
the purpoſe of defence elone, againſt a hoſt of European enemies, 
for our deſtruQion, In this arduous conflict, though many 
difficulties remain to be ſurmounted,” Britain may yet defend her poi- 
ſeſſions,” and perhaps wreſt out of the hþyds'of her ancient foes the ter- 
ritories ſhe has loſt. But ſhould the ſtruggle with the Houſe of Bourbon 
he'ploſed by a peace honourable and advantageous to the full extent of 
dur expectations, what compenſation eat be made for the waſte of one 
 kutidred millions of money, and the diſmemberment of the empire? or 
; what merit of parliament can hence be pleaded to bar the projected 
REFORMATION? In the extremity'of national diſtreſs; the fears of 
that afſembly have overpowered the influence of corruption; and after 
miſchiefs have been permitted, which no wiſdom can ever repair, the 
wild eareer of ambition has been ſtopped at laſt, when it would have 
been madneſs to tze on. Is this our ſecurity againſt evil government? 
Is this the boaſted ſuperiority of our Conſtitution? Or is it not rather 
the moſt decifive f of its degeneracy, and the abſolute neceſſity for 
a REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT? Meaſures leſſening the 
corrupt influence of Miniſters, have indeed reteived the recent NY 
\ een OT 
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of the legiflature; but if tha root remain; the btunt lies will ſoon ſhoot 
up again : and if_a few; vena: be ſuffered ſtill to place a multi · 
tude of Members as venal as themſelves in the Houſe of Commons, the 
diſpoſition to venality, though checked in the hour of di ſtreſs, will 
gain predominate in that aſſembly and the means of gratification, in a 
different mode perhaps, will be employed once more by unſcrupulous 
Miniſters with fatal ſucceſs. And when extravagance, miſrule, and 
every ruinous attempt ſhall be repeated by that future corrupt Adminiſ- 
tration, we ſhall have little reaſon to ex fortuitous events will 
tagain combine to ſave us: oppreſſive taxes then muſt ſoon be the ruin of 


induſtry; and the conſequenee of ruined induſtry muſt be emigration, 


) 


would be con 


ment, ſhould be here objected, this Aﬀembly will undeubtedly: 
againſt that hazard, whatever it may be, by the prudemce and 


national bankruptcy, the loſs of LIBERTY, and the ſinal degradation of 
our country. But let the purity arid independence of Parliament be 

effectually reſtored, and Miniſters muſt ſupport their authority by very 

different means, by the wiſdom of their — "at and a ſteady adherence 
to the intereſt of the community; | tHe os Don 4,11 
Under the protection of their- faithful Repreſentatives the People 
Gious of the ſecure enjoyment. of LIBERTY ; and they 
would be ſatisfied that thofe-evils from which no Government is ever 
wholly exempt, would receive from the interpoſition of Parliament 
every alleviation, every mitigation which human wiſdom could con- 
trive. On the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, there might then be a rational 
ground of hope that an Adminiſtration, at once lenient and ſtriftly fru- 
gal, might gradually diſembarraſs our finances, lighten the load of taxes, 
and re-animate the induſtry and drooping commerce of the community: 
the unrivalled; power of our country may be ſunk never to riſe again: 
but let her Conſtitution be reſtored, and Britain might yet be a-proſpe- 


* 


tous and happy nation. 


If the danger of innovation, that unceafing obſtacle to all improve- 


ion 
of their propoſition; but vague apprehenhans of danger will never 
2 — attempting the correction of abuſes; whoſe exiſtence 


' 18 certain, whoſe ruinous effects have been recently experienced, and 
' whoſe continuance muſt prove deſtructive to their dearaſt intereſts: and 


ſince theſe are the avowed ſentiments of many of our Fellou- Citi ent, it 
is the intereſt even of Parliament itſelf. to admit ſome ſubſtantial R- 
FORMATION; for the very exiſtence of that aſſembly _ de pre- 
carious When it has loſt in any great degree the eſteem and confidence 
of the People. n f bien i | 


| » & 


neue 44,94 pit 


nt diſpoſition, of Parliament, the declaced 'appro- 


Happily the | 
bation of the Cabinet, and above all, the rifing- ſpirit of the nation, 


afford a proſpett of ſucceſs. If, therefore, it be the pleaſure of 
the County of York. to re · appoint their Committee to ſupport an appli- 
cation to the Houſe of Commons, for a more equal Repreſentation of the. 
People, and to ſhonten the duration of Parliament, their beſt efforts 
ſhall be employed in their ſerviee with fidelity and unremitted zeal, 
till by the reſtoration of the Conſtitution on the general principles 6f 
the ASSOCIATION, the Liberty of Britain ſhall be placed once more 
upon a ſolid and ſecure foundation „ 
Wich theſe. ſentiments; and in purſuance of the authority intruſted 
to them by a former. Meeting of the County, ihe/ Committee have called 
their conſtituents together, to take into their danfideration what mealiures 
may be proper for r But a ware chat 
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me taſk ef REFORMATION. isas difficult to be performed a it i ne- 
cCieſſary to be undertaken, they have previouſly | 


collected every informa. 
tion in their power, which might aſſiſt this hes cp Aﬀſembly to 
Judge wat mode of application it will be prudent to adopt. The 
anſwers from different parts of the kingdom, to their circular lettet of 
the firſt of November, with few exceptions, concur in recommending 
a Petition in general terms: but, although the four propoſitions of 
REFORM, - propoled in that letter, have been received with warm ap. 
probation by Committees and Corporations of great reſpect, and no diſ- 
approbation of theſe propoſitions has been expreſſed by any body of 
men friendly to the REFORMATION-OF PARLIAMENT ; yet the 
capital, and the counties of Suſſex, Middleſex, and Huntingdon, hav. 
ing adviſed that the propoſal of inſtruftionsto your members, to ſupport 
thoſe meaſures in Parliament, ſhould be poſtponed, your Committee are 
of opinion that, for the preſervation of union with the ſeveral Petition- 
ing Bodies, it is expedient that inſtructions from this Meeting ſhould be 
deferred; but not without ſome reſolution, expreſſing your approbation 
of thoſe articles of REFORM. The Petition which 94%: directed to lay 


before the county is therefore drawn in general terms; and I alſo hold in 


my hand two: refolutions, approving the propoſitions of the circular 
letter, and poſtponing the meaſure of in ions, which will be re- 
ſpettively babes to the conſideration of this Aſſembl 
I move, Mr. Chairman, that the Petition be now read. 
Mr. H. Duncombe raſe to ſecond. the motion of Mr. Wyvill. He 
begged leave to expteſs the ſatisfaftion he felt at meeting his Conſtitu- 
ents, to whom he was attached by every principle of duty and obliga- 
tion, and he met them with the more ſatisfaction, as he truſted he had 
endeavoured to diſcharge the office they had conferred upon him with a 
laborious, and he hoped he might add with an honeſt afliduity, With 
| of the Petition, he obſerved, that the original 


excellency of the tution of our Government could be maintained 


only by a dus preſervation; of the balance of its conſtituent. The 


-democratical part had h, ſt much weight, and the powers of the People 


hack greatly failed by the inequality of their Repreſentation... Indeed, 
le * WY wes 1 be ſaid to be repreſented, if the word 


repreſentation had any meaning in the Engliſh language. We had long 


ſeen the little venal ,decayed boroughs ho rar by perſons of diffe- 


reit deſeriptions, to whole very names their conſtituents were perhaps 
—— a wretched contractor, who went to Parliament as he 
went to the Alley, in the 2 of ſpeculation; ſome Indian Governor, 
% rich with the ſpoils of plundered provinces,” who purchaſed e 
impunity to his crimes, by a vote of ready acquieſcence to every Minil- 
ter and every meaſure, mutually ſupporting and ſupported by Miniſte- 
rial delinquency. A ſtill greater grieyance prevailed, and. a new ſpecies 
of Parliamentary influence had been introduced. The Nabob of Arcot, 
and the Rajah of Tanjore, he was confidently aſſured, had now fitting 
in our Parſiament no leſs than ſeven or eight members, whoſe ſeats they 
had purchaſed. Theſe Aſiatic princes, rivals in power and intereſt, 
and each oceaſionally 1 with, or oppoſed to the Engliſh Eaſt- 
India Company, have by corrupt means placed their reſpeftive Repre- 
ſentatives in the Britiſſi Senate. Nay, abuſes ſtill more alarming were 
to be apprehended... Was it unfair to argue, that by the ſame means, 


tcdmough to much more fatal purpoſes, our natural enemies, the French, 


might exert the lame igfluence, and their Monarch might ſeat his emiſ- 


; faries 
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faries in our Houſe of Commons ? Vet, though ſueh was the ad, 
ſtate of our Parliamentary Repreſentation, he derived hope and conſola- 
tion from the SPIRIT AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOPLE EXERT- 
ING THEMSELVES FOR ITS REDRESS, in concert with ſome of 
the greateſt characters of this age and country. We know there are 
ſeveral men in high ſtations, who, though of different parties, and diſ- 
cordant principles, are however united in this point united all in the 
acknowledged neceſſity of PARLIAMENTARY REFORMATION. 
He therefore doubted not but, by unanimity and perfeverance, fucceſs 
might ſtill be obtained, and hoped any additional argument was needle 
to induce that meeting to ſupport the prefent meaſure, | | 

Mr. Stanhope roſe to give his hearty approbation to the propoſed 
Petition, He ſaid, he had ever concurred in principle with the Aſſo- 
ciation of Yorkſhire, though from its particular form he didinot think 
himſelf at liberty to ſign it. He now derived ſome ſatisfaftion from 
that circumſtance, becauſe it gave him an opportunity of declaring with 
the greateſt impartiality, how firmly he approved of the meaſures, and 
how highly he applauded the zeal, the integrity, and the aſtoniſhing 
labours of the Yorkſhire Committee in the public cauſe, more particu- 
larly thoſe of their excellent Chairman. That gentleman, he obſerved, 
would not need hzs exhortation to proceed in the path he was purſuing, 
and whatever was the ſucceſs of his labours, they would, he truſted, 
meet with the belt of all earthly rewards—the love and approbation of 
his Fellow-Citizens, | W225 | | | 

Mr. Stanhope, now adverting to the Petition before them, ſaid, that 
whoever conſiders the ſtate of repreſentation in this country, muſt be 
ſtruck with its imperfection in a variety of inſtances. The Burgage 
Tenures, he obſerved, do not partake of any one quality belonging to 
the people. Their members have no conſtituents to repreſent or be an- 
ſwerable to. The only poſſible tie upon them is, that they are generally 
in the hands of the rich, who, if the country ſuffers, muſt ſuffer alon 
with it. But the ſame obſervation holds with regard to the Lords, — 
to every opulent individual out of Parliament; whereas, a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons ſtands not in the light of a nobleman, but 
rather of an attorney or agent acting for others. Some circumſtances 
relating to theſe boroughs were, he ſaid, quite inſulting. There is one 
in the county of Suſſex, near the ſeat of a peer, and his park-wall has 
fix or eight black ſtones in it, every one of which has a vote for a 
Member of Parliament! If we conſider the ſtate of repreſentation in 
this county, we ſhall find that of the thirty Members which. it ſends to 
Parliament, eighteen are ſent by boroughs of private property, and of 
the remaining twelve many are far from being purely conſtituted, - He 
thought the thanks of the Mecting were particularly due to à noble 
Lord (Lord Galway) then preſent, who had ſtood forward in ſupport of 
a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, although he was a proprietor of 2 
borough in this county; and had declared, at the late county: meeting 
at Nottingham, that no private conſideration of his own ſhould ſtand in 
the way of the public good. - ' 6 | 

Mr. Stanhope ſaid, it might perhaps be urged in favour of private 
boroughs, that they do no harm; but our complaint againſt them is, 
that they do no good. To evince their ſtate of mediocrity, he obſerved, 
that in the diyiſions upon ſome late intereſting queſtions in Parliament, 
the Members for theſe boroughs balanced about equally, or as twenty 
eight to twenty nine. He then adverted to other claſſes of pernicious 
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boroughs, vin, thoſe. which for a century. paſt have been under the 
fluence af the Firſt Lords of the — — Admiralty, and the 2 


jett of continual conteſt between them and thoſe which are wholly 


under the controul of the Miniſter. There was, he ſaid, another de- 
ſcription-of-boroughs ſill worſe ; ſuch as carry their freedom to market, 
and ſer it at a price: theſe, inſtead of controuling their Members, are 
controuled by them, and the members themſelves purchaſing their ſeats 


_ as they would purchaſe any other property, with a view towards encreaſ- 


ing their wealth, kave their price alla, and fell. themſelves to Miniſtry, 
Hence it is that the Nabob of Arcot has more votes in the Britiſh Houle 
of Commons than, the whole county of York; and, what is ſtill more 
lamentable, this evil fights againſt the morals as well as the Liberties 


of the nation, threatening it with the fate of the Italians, who from a 


Corrupted - people became an enſlaved one, and have continued fo for 
near twenty centuries. R 950 | WS 
He faid, that, taking the queſtion in a more general point of view, 
admitting the Houſe of Commons did in any degree anſwer the purps. 
Es of its truſt, ſome defects might be overlooked. But had it done [> 
The national attention had for ſome years been drawn tothe unfortunate 


American war. He believed, at its firſt commencement, there might 
be a majority for it; but for ſome. years paſt there was clearly a majority 


of the nation againſt the farther proſecution of it, Iu the laſt ſeſſio 


| but one, atleaſt four fifths of the county members oppoſed it, and alſc 


ſupported meaſures for checking the progreſs of corruption. Yet 


though as conſiderable a majority of the people, and, he believed, o 


the ariſtocracy too, as eſtabliſhed the ſucceſſion of the Frinceſs Sophia, 
were againſt it, the American war was perſevered in, and carried on 
with increaſing expence and mis foi tune, ſolely by dint of the undue 
influence of the Crown over Parliament, nor at laſt deſerted till the un- 
fortunate campaign of 1781. From this recent inſtance, it appears that 
Parliament; in the / moſt proſſing circumſtances, has not anſwered the 
urpoſes of its truſt: nay, it was the opinion of many, that, through 
prevalence of the ſame influence, Lord North, the Miniſter whom 


all united to turn out, was every moment likely to be again called into 


power 3 it was neceſſary we d perſevere, and be upon 
— Ah argument had been uſed by ſome, that much had already been 
done. Much indeed had; been done. The Contrattors' and Revenue 
Officers“ Bills were paſſed, and, through Mr. Burke's Bills, ſome im- 
portant economical regulations had been obtained, Mr. Stanhope here 
made a ſhort digreſſion in defence of that gentleman, who, he conceived, 
had been more hardly thought of than he merited in the conſtruction 
put upon his conduct, with reſpett to the ſuppoſed abandoning, of part 
of the original object of his bills. But this was not the caſe: the Two 
White Staves, the Comptroller and Treaſurer of the Houſhold were 
ſuffered to remain, becauſe they contribute to the ſplendor of the Crown, 
and are very oſtenſible places. The Ordnance was turned over to the 


Duke of Richmond, who ſuggeſted that Mt. Burke's regulations there- 


in did not go far enough. Fewer places were aboliſhed by the bill of 
+782 than that of 1780, becauſe ſeveral were inte to be ſtruck off 


by the throne itſelf. | 


He begged pardon for this digreſſion, profeſſed himſelfya determined 
advocate lor a” PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, and repeated his 


"former obſchyation, I HAL THE MAN WHO BOUGHT WOULD 
SELL: THAT THE TRICE OF A SEAT IN PARLIAMENT 


an naaen 1s coca cm acdrwmuct cs ˙w——;! Lao. eaten. oaks @ ids ] IRS > 


: | [ 229 J a 11 f 
WASNOW BETTER KNOWN THAN THEPRICEQOFAHORSE 
and that without ſuch a REFORM, Parliamentary repreſentation would 
become a mere trade. All Miniſters, muſt have a majority, and thoſe 
majorities muſt be bought, if they cannot be obtained by any other 
means. If the plan of a more equal Repreſentation ſhould. not prevail, 
the aboliſhing places would prove rather a grievance. than otherwiſe, 
becauſe now if a man votes againſt the intereſts. of his country, he is 
rewarded for ſo doing by a place. If theſe are aboliſhed, he muſt be 
paid privately under the table, of courſe he becomes more dangerous 
an open enemy being preferable to a ſecret one. | 4 
He ſtated one material conſideration in favour of an additional county 
Repreſentation, which was this: that it will emancipate the Miniſter 
from the hands of monied men; though he believed that the loans of 
the two laſt years aroſe from corrupt motives in the Miniſter; yet in 
general a'Miniſter could not help himſclf, being in the power of mo- 
nied people. The land bears the burthen of the war, and people wil 
more cheerfully ſubmit to that burthen, when they know it is im 
by their repreſentatives, and not by money: jobb ers. 
Some perſons, he obſerved, pay a greater regard to authorities than 
to arguments; he would therefore recur to a few authorities, illuſtrat- 
ing the propriety and neceſlity, of the preſent application for a PAR» 
LIAMENTARY REFORM, He then read the opinions of — 
Bacon, Preſident Monteſquieu, Mr. Locke, Lord Bolingbroke, a 
Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, on the danger of a corrupt influence prevailing 
in the Legiſlative Body, and the neceſſity of an equal and virtuous 
Repreſentation, He alſo quoted the words of the great Earl of Cha- 
tham: © That if the rotten boroughs did not drop off. of |: themſelves 
wit hin the century, they muſt be amputated,” and that beautiful ima 
uſed by the ſame noble Earl, when he mentioned the neceſfity of in» 
i fuſing freſh health and vigour into the ſound part of our Repreſenta- 
tion, by the addition of county members,” en | 
He adverted to the curious arguments uſed againſt the meaſure he wa 
now enforcing, at a late Meeting of the county of Northumberland 
Viz, + That if we called for more county members, the Miniſters would 
call for more land-tax. This, he ſaid, was reverſing: the objections 
againſt the American war, Then it was denied that taxation and repre» 
ſentation go together. Nom they cannot be ſeparated, and we are not 
to be repreſented for fear of being taxed. The true anſwer to this rea- 
ſoning is, “ that a good Government is a cheap one, and that if we are 
well governed we ſhall not be x ag gr | FE 
It might perhaps be obj , that the preſent was an improper time 
to petition Parliament. Mr. Charles Townſhend uſed to ſay, Petitions 
were improper at two ſeaſons; the ſeaſons of peace and the ſeaſons of 
war. In peace, becauſe they tended to diſturb the general tranquilitys 
and in War, becauſe Miniſters had ſufficient employment for their abili- 
ties without being troubled with Petitions. | Mr. Stanhope, however, 
thought this u the proper time: when we had felt the inconveniencies 
reſulting from' corrupt Houſe of Commons, it was the right moment to 
emancipate ourſelves from the tyranny of Miniſters. It was the proper 
time, becauſe the Miniſter ſolicited their ſupport, and had pledged him- 
ſelf to give his aſſiſtance. The people, he obſerved, never got any 
thing from the great, but when the great ſtood in need of the people. 
He aſked how Magna Charta was got ?—Not in a time of peace. Finally, 
he exhorted that Aſſembly, from theſe conſiderations, to 8 in 
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their efforts, not doubting but they would he-crowned with ſucteſs,. 
Dr. Swiney, after complimenting Mr. e on the reRitude of 
his heart, and the goodneſs of his head, expreſſed his higheſt approba- 
tion of the buſineſs of the dax. fot 4 


Mr. Edmunds dwelt upon the preſent inadequate tate of the Repre. 


ſentation: rejoiced that a proſpect of redreſs was at hand, and exhorted 
his countrymen to- unite in a firm phalanx, and tell Parliament they 
EXPECTED RELIEF, AND MUST HAVE IT; complimented the 
Committee on their able and unbiaſſed exertions in the public cauſe, 
and ſpoke in terms of the higheſt reſpe& of their warthy Chairman, 
whoſe' conduR, he ſaid, was above all praiſe. The petition, he ſaid, 
Was no party matter; it was neither calculated to embarraſs the meaſures 
of ernment, nor to diſturb the peace of the nation; and he hoped 
in God it would be crowned with the defired ſucceſs. * . 97 
_ -General Hale thought proper (as his Majeſty had honoured him with 
the command of. a body of his forces, and as he was conſequently in a 
different ſituation from that in which he ſtood when laſt in that ow) 
to declare his principles. He was a moſt ſteady friend to Petitions o 
te People, and in that he thought himſelf a friend to the crown. The 
Crown, he hoped, had now come over to the People. The intereſts of 
the former were inſeparable from thoſe of the * He hoped to 
e the Petition ſucceed, and to behold a free Parliament, by which the 
crown as well as the People will be free. 0 5 50 N 
Alderman Sir Charles Turner came forward, and, with great emo - 
tion of mind, . in the warmeſt terms, his eſteem and venera- 
tion for the wort y General, whoſe public avowal of ſentiments ſo pure 
and conſtitutional, fituated as lie was, muſt endevr him to his fellow- 
citizens, Sir Charles, alluding. to the ancient authorities quoted in 
favour of the preſent meaſure, declared that thofe had much leſs weight 
with him than the authority derived from the wife and upright conduct 
of the County of York in its late and preſent proceedings; and he hoped 
his children and grand children would prefer reading the accounts of the 
| Joyal and peaceable meetings of that county, its Committee, and their 
Chairman, held in that place, to ſtudying the claſſics, No man, he ſaid, 
could object to the Petition before them it was moderate and reſpett- 
ful. Sir Charley related a converſation which he nope! laſt Friday with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, He told him he was coming to 
meet his conſtituents, arid aſked if he ſhould deljver any meſſage from 
him reſpecting the melioration of Parliament, Mr. Pitt . anſwered, 
« That he moſt certainly meant to go fully into the matter after the 
<« holidays, when he ſhould be better informed of the ſenſe of the Peo- 
% ple of England, and when, after the negociations for peace now 
« pending, he might be more at leiſure to give the ſubjett that con- 
60 n it merited.“ n + 
Mr. Hill obſerved, that unleſs the People have a real, Give, and 
Effective Repreſentation of themſelves in Parliament, they cannot, with 
propriety, be ſaid to have any ſhare in the government of this country. 
The privilege of the Commons! Houſe is, that the People are to grant 
their own money by their own Repreſentatives, The preſent Petition, 
therefore,” does no more than repeat the petition of rights, where it ſays, 
„That no man ſhall be compelled to make or yield any gift, loan, be- 
e nevolence, or tax, without the CouuON CoxsENT by act of Parlia- 
« ment. To prove that we are not duly repreſented, a ſtronger caſe 


- cannot happen than that of the laſt general election, when, (hpugh. 
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the People were much diſcontented with their Members, yet, through 
1 defective frame of the Houſe of Commons, they could do 
little towards the removal of thoſe Members, or (till ſometime after - 


wards) of the Miniſter they had long diſapproved. An honourable- 
gentleman had remarked that Magna Charta was not obtained in the 


time of peace: he might have added, that the famous Bill of Rights was 


alſo paſſed upon the emergency of the caſe when preſling grievances 
exiſted, The œconomical Petition of this country was preſented un- 
der a felt grievance; and it was not without effect: the Houſe of Com- 
mons took it up, though in a time of war: nor indeed is it their pecu- 
liar office to be employed in the management of a war. Petitioning 
he aſſerted to be the unalienable 7:g4t of the People of England; as 
much their right as their lands or any other property; and, for the 
reaſons before given, he highly approved of the Petition under con- 
ſide ration. 8 9 95 | 14> 8 
- The Earl of Surrey remarked, that Mr. Wyvill and the other gen- 
tlemen had ſpoken ſo fully to the meaſures under diſcuſſion, that little mores 
vas left for him to ſay, than to declare his entire approbation of thoſe 
meaſures, He had, he faid, lately converſed with gentlemen of the. 
London and Weſtminſter Committees, who informed him that thoſe 
Committees did not diſapprove of the propoſitions recommended by 
the Yorkſhire Committee, otherwiſe than on account of the inexpedi- 
ency of offering any ſpecific propofitions at that time. That thoſe 
Committees thought it better to petition generally, as the means of meets 
ing with univerſal approbation. His Lordſhip ſaid, that an-addition of 


county members muſt be adopted: that the Duke of Richmond's _ bv 
Lo 


was merely theoretical; and generally deemed impracticable. 

Surrey then related a converfation-he: had with his Grace the Duke of 

Richmond, who ſaid that he had ſtudied the Plan of a PARLIAMENT> 
AR REFORM from its ſource; and that he thought the Repreſenta- 
tion not perfect, unleſs every man as repreſented; but as he found it 


was thought imprafticable; he was ready to ſupport any other Plan that 


| might by the Public be thought: more likely to ſucceed, His Lordſhip 
- ſaid, he wiſhed that all thoſe perſons who were oppolite to the Petition 
nov before them, would have ſtood forth and avowed ſuch oppoſition, 
The conduct of Lord Galway, the proprietor of the borough of Pons 
tefra#, who came there to E meaſure, tending to overturn his 

own intereſt, aud of another gentleman then preſent (the ee of 

half a borough) ought to be held out as a reproach to thoſe men who. 
wiſh to ſtand well with the People, and yet ſupport in Parliament, with 

all their eloquence, the with-holding from them thoſa rights which time 

has robbed them of. Before Lord Surrey ſat down, he obſerved that 

he was lately appointed Lord Lieutenant of the Weſt-Riding of this 
county, but he was as independent as ever. He was the ſervant of the 
People, and was ready to obey their commands. His Lordſhip con- 
cluded with obſerving, that the inequality EK repreſentation Was 2 
mortal grievance,” which, if removed, our ſtitution would Rand a 


chance of pet uity. | 


Ide Petition and the Reſolutions paring the e omen of the 
circular letter, and e meaſure of in ions, having been 
adopted by the meeting, Mr. Wy vill addreſſed the meeting again. 
Mr, Chairman, | —B TAR On en 
The Petition having been adopted, with unanimous ,gpprobation by 
this meeting, 1 riſe WhO * ta propqe tne rp poi: tent o 
| 7 8 ; | py . Four 
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== Committee with its former powers. Without ſugh a deputed 
dy, the meaſures you have juſt agreed to can have no continue Tup= 
port. It is the great diſadvantage of the People, that, in all their ex. 
ertions, the collective body cannot frequently be called together; it 
would be too fatiguing to aſſemble the Freeholders from every part of 
this great county, on any but great! and important queſtions, e ap» 
. pointment of a Committee to manage the detail of buſineſs, is uſual in 
matters of leſs moment; in a queſtion of this magnitude, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, it is indeed the only pacific meaſure by which you can have a 
chance of ſucceſs. ' Before the commencement of theſe county meet. 
” ings, I found diſcontents prevailing, and I heard language which, in 
my apprehenſion, had a tendency to commotion: I thought it behoved 
 ...,an honeſt man to try-what-could be done for procuring redreſs by regular 
and legal means, With this view I came forward from that ſituation of 
obſcure, but happy independence, from Which nothing could have 
brought me forth, but a ſenſe of danger tothe Liberties of our. country, 
What has been done by the Committee, appears to me to have been fr 
the 2 of the country; and I am allo fully ſatisfied, it has been done 
lawfully. There was a time when men in power were not alittle con- 
cerned to find out any illegality in the proceedings of your Committee: 
if there had been any, it much behoved them to point it out. If other 
arguments for the lawfulneſs of Committees were wanting, I'fhould be 
ſatisfied in it from the acquieſcence of thoſe men whoſe intereſt it was 
to break them up. In the courſe of this buſineſs I have had my ſhare 
of fatigue, I have met with obloquy and reproach; but 1 ſtood forth 
from an apprehenſion of danger to the Conſtitution; I feel myſelf ſup- 
ported by the conſciouſneſs of having ated as became an honeſt man, 
unconnected with men in power or out of it: I am happy in the ap- 
Probation which my friends have expreſſed ; and while 2 
AY dence of this Aſſembly, I ſhall not withdraw from the public ſervice, 45 
I. therefore move that the Committee be re · appointed with its former 
n oo ET Os SEW RT Rees 
| ene Galway then roſe, and expreſſed his ſatisfaction in finding that 
any act he had done merited the approbation of ſo reſpectable an Aſſem- 
| bly. His Lordſhip acquainted them that he had the honour of propoſ- | 
ing a ſimilar Petition to the preſent one at the late meeting of Notting- ' 
hamſhire, which, though then figned but by few names, the — a 
being thinly attended, (owing to inſufficient notice) had now received 
he ſignature of a conſiderable majority of the Frecholders. Nothing 
ſhould be wanting in his endeavours, either in or out pf: the Houſe, to a 
1 ote the objefts of theſe Petitions. His Lordſhip declared his per- 
455 — that as we have reaſon to think the preſent Miniſtry are with 
us in the meaſure of promoting an Equality in the Parliamentary Repre- 
ſentation, it cannot be urged forward in a better moment than the 
Proceedings of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION of the County 
; F York, on the 17th, 18th, 20th, and aft days of Decembcn, 1782. 
SN mais ard 7s 7 Port Tavern, Dec. 17, 1783. 
At a meeting of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION fer the 
„„ i ot e . 
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Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Committees of Nottingham- 
ire, Weſtminſter, Southwark, Nerfelk, Sometſetſhire, 3 
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ſhirs; 87 5 Middleſex, Flintſhire, and Carnaryonſhire; the Mayors 
or Town-Clerks of Biddeford, Liverpool, Vork, Doncaſter, Pool, 


Petersfield, Hereford, Glouceſter, and Bridport; the Conſtables f 


Mancheſter ; : and the Sheriffs or- Deputy-Sheriffs of the ſhires of Mo- 
ray, Stirling, Haddington, Lanark and Fife, received by the Chairman 
of this Communtee, in anſwer to his circular letter of the 1ſt of Nov. 
laſt, ſent in purſuance of the order of this CEO made that _ | 
— adjourned v0 to hy "wy Eon | 


ne Dec. 18, 3" th 


At the adjourned Meeting of the Commitioe of Aſſociation, 
Preſent fixty-four Members, | ; 
Read Letters from the Chairman of the Suſſex Committee, the Som | 
Yary tothe Huntingdonſhire Committee; the Mayors or Tawn-Clerks of 
Bedford, Tenby, Leiceſter, arid Nottingham ; ; the Provoſt of Glaſgow, 
and the Sheriff of the ſhire of Argyle, in anſwer to the Chairman's "A 
circular letter of the 1ſt of November laſt. 


Read and approved of the draught of a Petition. to be offered to the | 5 


conſideration of the Frecholders who ſhould attend the preyious meets 
ing that ene at the Tork Tavern. Adjourned fine die. | 


York Tavern, Dec. 20, 1783. 


A a may of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION, re- 
appointed A General Meeting of the county of York, held the 
igth day of December, 1 1 | 
j Preſent forty- ſix Members, | 
Reſolved, That t tir Thomas Gaſcoigne, Bart, be added to this Com- 


rt ' mittee. 


' Reſolved, That this Committee will exert itſelf with unremitted 8 
tention and zeal to execute the truſt repoſed in them, by the appoint- 
ment of the county of York, on the 19th of December, 1782. | 

Read a letter from the Committee of Huntingdonſhire, in further 
anſwer to the circular letter of the iſt of November laſt, 

N to the Th following. 


/ 


York-Tavern Dec. 21, 1782, 


Read od ap pprove the letter prepared b 54 Chairman, as a proper 
anſwer to the ſeveral Public B who iven their opinion and 
advice on the * of the ka letter, abs November 1, 1782. 


e E. Me. TOO" 
SUSSEX. | 


Liues, January 20, 1782. 
On 3 we. had a v numerous and reſpectable meeting he 
in ag of a a eo wen by the High Sheriff * . 
purpoſe. The notice. being read, the buſineſs of the day was opened, 
and the nature of it explained dy Sir Godfrey Webſter, who, after a 
very pertinent and judicious exordium,. in, which he ſtrongly enforced 
the right of N in the A0 Ama ba and read, in the form 
a ak a Petition, fe - a * d couched in ſueh 

2 conciſe 
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language, that we even the abettors 
venality and corruption, to brand N rs 
TIOUS! INFERESTED tor REBELLIOUS! which Sir Godfr 

aͤſſerted was the ge uſed by thoſe who wiſhed to ſtem the pro 
of this grand NATIONAL REFORM: The Petition being read, it 
immediately called forth the attention of that known friend to his coun. 
try, Col. Hay, who roſe, and declared that it met his moſt hearty con- 
currence and aſſent, and begged to fecond it. Lord George Lennox 
roſe, and, with a ſteady and determined uniformity, which has ever 
* nobleman, aſſented to the motion, and promiſed it hig 

* utmoſt ſupport in the Houſe of Commons, | 25 f 
Mr. Courthope obſtructed the Court, by calling for an explanation of 

certain words in the Petition, i. e. ſeparate intereſt? “. 

This occaſioned Lord Surrey to riſe, whp ſaid, by 4 ſeparate intereſt! 
was meant the Repreſentatives of venal boroughs, through whom, added 
his Lordſhip, in conſideration of a ſpecific ſum, the French King might 
obtain a ſeat in the Britiſh Senate Houſe fora man, who ſhould come 
there for the determined purpoſe of betraying the deareſt rights and 
intereſts of this country. This explanation was ſatisfaftory to Mr, 


Courthope. | k 
ITyhuhe debate on the queſtion was now returned to; and Mr. Pel 
in the courſe of his ſpecches, having expreſſed his hearty approbation 

| Rortening the duration of Parliament, confeſſed that grienances exiſte 

that he wiſhed to ſee the yeomanry of England enjoy a larger ſhare in 
electing the Repreſentatives of the People, but fearing too wide a door 
might be cas ; that certain ſyſtems might he brought forward, which 
he could not approve of; and on this teſting his arguments for not 
aſſenting to the motion, in his capacity as a Frecholder, but declaring 
at the ſame time, that as the Repreſentative of the People, he ſhould 
always be happy to obey the commands of his conſtituents. o 
Lord Surrey got up and endeavoured to perſuade him, that the — 
ments he made uſe of ſhould have made him concur with the Pe- 
ttition, and not oppoſe it; that a man could not be a friend to the fre- 
auency of election, who could oppoſe the eſtabliſhing the rights of it 
in the People, who were notoriouſly deprived thereof, whenever a bo- 
rough became the private property of an individual. His Lordſhip 
called it a ftrange perverſion. 5 that the legiſlature ſhould de- 
rive poor individuals of their franchiſe (as in the caſe of the neighbour; 

* borough of Shoreham) and think the ſafety of the Conſtitution re- 
. quired their adding a large diftri of the county to the borough, for 

being tempted by ſmall bribes of ten or twenty guineas, to ſell a ſingle 
vote, while they permitted noblemen, of the firſt rank and fortune, to 
| purſue, with impunity, the ſcandalous traffic of ſelling ſeats in Parlia- 
ment for thoufands, which, to their eternal difgrace, they moſt notori- 

ouſly practiſed; that he could not reconcile the Honourable Gentleman's 
* wiſhes to encreaſe the power of the yeomanry of England, with oppoſ- 
ing a meaſure which evidently tended to Pons that effekt; hat he 
revered the name of Pelham; and that the laſt time he appeared in that 

ä phos; was to oppoſe the Honourable Gentleman's re- election, becauſe 


4s * 
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had been found voting with men whoſe principles and conduct had 
_ nearly; ruined this country; that he _—_ never to fee him port 

: them again, and that he was happy to find him diſpoſed to ſupportt! 
© Enquiry-in Parliament; and that While he maintained the principles of 
dus Pelbams, his predeceſſors, be could Fome on 3 fatüfe occaſion, 
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within more pleaſure to 8 than he had done to cham, 
any gerd * | 
were ——_— with the county. 
His Lordſh - hoy reply-to Mr. Shelly, who expreſſed his fears 4 
_ treſſing the King's Monte ters, informed him, that in various converſa- 
tions he had had with the Earl of Shelburne, the noble Lord had 
edly declared, that a REFORM IN THE REPRESENTATIO 
Br TH THE PEOPLE had his warmeſt wiſhes, and ſhould have the moſt 
honourable ſu in Parliament; that Pitt had declared he eld the 
REFORM ener Conſtitution, and would never abandon the . 8. 
eing it eſße 
2 e debates being finiſhed, a letter from his Grace the Duke of Rich- 
mond to the High Sheriff [ſee the Committce of Proceedings] was read, 
after which the queſtion L od t, and carried TIN c_ 
| APPEARING = not n ten nting hands. | 


At a very e Meeting of the Nobility FEES 
; 47 wy Freeholders, and Others, the e of the County of 2 22 
held at the Town- Hall, in Lewes, on 7 the 18th o 
83, in purſuance of an Advertiſement From the High Sherff 7 — | 
| Count for that purpoſe, © _ | 
„ WiIAIIAu FrAnKLand, Eſq. in the Chair, 


The following Petition being read and ſeconded, paſſed in the, afin 

mative: 

To the Honourable * of Oreat. Britain, in Parliament 
aſſembled, - 


1 humble Praition of the M 8 Clergy, Friekolders and Other, 
* Inhabitants of the County of Sox, 0. g 
N thoroughly Kengdle of th e bf the 
That your Petitioners, orou ible of the exec 
Conſtitution, and of that eſſential branch of it, the Repreſentation af 
the Commons i 4 KN oo, cores = lament the preſent 3 | 
fame, ſo partially ele aving frequently a ſeparate int | 
the People, W to expreſs the I ſenſe of the ſaid Cen. 
mons. 
That your Petitioners conſider the "RO: a grievance materially af- 


5 dag your Petitioners, and the whole kingdom. 


Your Petitioners therefore pray this honourable Houſe to take the 

| ſame into their ſpeedy conſideration, and to afford ſuch relief as to this 
Honourable Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the High Sheriff do agen the ſaid Pet 

eee unanimouſly, That the Members for thi ben. 

EReſolved unan t the county | 

| 1 58855 th ad Paton to Parliament. 


Wu, FRANKLAND, Chairman, 


; At ISIS LT x, held at the 
* eee n 
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; by 1 
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Ad Os 


m. — jeant at Law ; John Norton, Thomas Norton, Henry 


Jackſon, Wm. Green, Eſquires. N ; 
The Chairman of the Committee communicated the following letter, 
received by him from his Grace the Duke of Richmond, © 


SS I 8 Whitehall, 19th Jan. 178g. 51 


Sin, 


Vou may eaſily believe, that being one of thoſe who joined th requeſt. 


ing you to call a County Meeting, nothing but illneſs can prevent 

attending it, and it is with infinite regret I ſubmit to the deciſion of my 
"phyſicians, who pronounce, that it is not ſafe for me to leave London. 
N | eruſt, that my ſentiments on the ſubject of PARLIAMENTARY 


REFORM are in general ſufficiently known, and that without further 


aſſurances, I might be depended upon for giving it every ſupport in 
er; but ſome circumſtances made me wiſh to ſtate them as briefly 


a to the county of Suſſex. They are formed on the experience 


of twenty-ſix years, which, whether in or out of Government, has 


equally convinced me, that a reſtoration of a genuine Houſe of Com- 


mons, by a renovation of the RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, is the 
dal remedy againſt that ſyſtem of corruption which has brought the 
nation to diſgrace and poverty, and threatens it with the loſs of Liberty, 


I take the grievance of the preſent ſtate of election to be its groſs in. 
equality, All the electors in Great-Britain do not amount to one ſixth | 


Port of the whole people, and a ſtill greater inequality ſubſiſts in the 
elections made by that fixth part: for one ſeventh part of them elect a 
jority, ſo that one forty- ſecond part of the nation diſpoſes of the 


K this forty- ſecond part, far from conſiſting of the moſt opulent 
part of the kingdom, is compoſed of the {mall boroughs, moſt of which 
are become either the private property of individuals, or are notoriouſly 
ſold to the beſt bidder; ſo that the counties and great cities are, in 
fakt, as well as the great maſs of the people, ſwallgwed up in this ſyſ- 


tem of corruption. 


My ideas of REFORM undoubtedly go to one that ſhalt be compleat 
und general throughout the kingdom. I lee ſuch fatal conſequences ariſe 
From the prefent partial and accidental ſtate of elections, that I cannot 
take upon me to propoſe any new mode that partakes of the-ſame de- 
feels. If we do not difler from the abettors of corruption, upon the 


broad principle of inequality in Election, and the univerſal Right of the 
People to be repreſented, and are contending vuly for a degree of partiality, 
more or leſs, I tear our ground 2s not found ; if we mean only to ſubſti- 


tute partiality for partiality,, and are ſtruggling but for its extent, one 


man's whim may be as good as another's couceit,, and we have nor 
- thing certain to direct us; and if INEQUALITY is ſtill to ſubſiſt, the 
advocates for the preſent ſyſtem will have the ſanction of time, and 

the riſk of changes to oppolt to us, which will have their weight, when 
it is but for a change of partiality that we contend, 


1 have thought that a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM had much 


more ſimple and unerring-guides to lend us to our end: 1 mean th 
true principles of the Conſtitution, andthe Rights of the People; If th 


_ exiſt, 1 do nat conſider myſelf at liberty to ſpeculate upou ſyſtems,” .1 .. 


have go choice, but to give every man his wm. 
| | 6 , | / | But 


rty of the whole, and have their lives and liberties at command. ' 


| C 187 ] N 
But this, it ſeems, is by ſome thought impratticable, and the Rev. 
Mr. Wyvill, in his letter of the th of December, to Alderman Croſby, 
as Chairman of the Committee of the Livery of London, Which Ras 
been publiſhed, very conciſely decides it to be ſo : for I preſume his ob- 
jection of impraQicability, is not confined to my plan, which I believe 
he has never ſeen, but fo the extent of the idea; and yet Mr, Wyvill, in 
the ſecond addreſs of the Yorkſhire Committee to the electors in Great- 
Britain, ſpeaking of the more or leſs extenfive plan, ſays, “ That the 
« diverſity of ſentiments does not ariſe from a difference of political 
_ « principles, for in them there is an entire agreement, but ſol y from 
« conſiderations of a prudential nature.” 4 4 
How far it is wiſe for thoſe. who entirely agree in inciple upon the 
rights of men to endeavour to perſuade them, that the recauery of their 
 birthrights and moſt eſſential intereſ e * are not reduceable to practice, nor 
& attainable by any regular or conflitutional efforts of theirs,” 38 what I 
muſt live to others to determine. But the truth of this aſſertion is 
what I can never ſubſcribe to. I cannot but think that this nation ever 
has its own, power, by peaceful and conſtitutional efforts, to do jtfelf 
Juſtice ; and that nothing can render attempts for this purpoſe impraflica- 
le, but either 5 IONS and indifference to all that requires 
_ exertion, though for the nobleſt purpoſes, or ſuch prejudice. to favgarite 
ſyſtems as ſhall divide the people. Fr 7 . * Ws J 3 
To guard equip ſuch an imputation falling on fe, I am moſt ready to 
agree to an addreſs In the moſt general terms, not pointing at any ſpecific 
mode of Reform in the Petition, or by inſtructions to our Members, or 
by reſolutions ; but ſubmitting the remedy, as in my opinion it ought to 
be in the firft inſtance, to Parliament itſelf ; which I conceiye tg be at 
leaſt as equal to fuch a confideration as any Provincial Committee, 
Should Mr. Wyvill's firſt or ſecond Plan be propoſed in Parliament, 
or any thing like it, —_—_— I ſhall lament that we, for a 7 fo 
our advantageous ground of the Conſtitution and the Rights of Men, yer 2 
I shall certainly give every fupport in my 2 to this or any amend» | 
ment. And it certainly will be a confiderable improvement, that ins 
ſtead of a forty-ſecond, it ſhould he a thixty- ſixth or thirtzeth bart tha 
ſhall decide the concerns, of the whole People, It will be ſomethang 
material they will have gained, and may become a ſtep to the more. 
eaſy attainment of their full privileges. 
71 ſhall moſt ſincerely hope, that that Plan may be found attainable ; 
dut I never can ' conſent to tell the People, and I hope in God they never 
pi believe, that the recovery of any Right, which Nature and the Con- 
ſtitution have given them, ig impratticable, the contrary, convinced 
myſelf, I wiſh them ever to believe, if they pleaſe to claim them, 
they will, and muſt, have the full extent of their Rights, _ 9 
I have thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much, on an impreſſion I can- 
not think indifferent the public ſhould entertain. 2 | 
© The meaſure for which you are aſſembled meets with my hearty con- 
currence; and I ſhall be happy if theſe my ſentiments, which 1 beg 
| you would communicate to the meeting of the county of Suffex, mould 
meet with their approbation. a W 6; . 
- It is with the higheſt eſteem and regard, that I have the honeur te 
be, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, cer 
. r  Ricunonp, &. 
Ts Wn, Franiland, Efq. High Sheriff of the County of Suſſex. 
. wu. 3.34 d X Po” f : * , 
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ey of & letter from the Committee of the County of Middleſex to the Rev, 
Mr. Wrvvirt, Charman of the Committee of the County of York, 


Sia, n "0. N 4 »; 
The Cotnmittee of the county of Middleſex have direfted me, e 


. 4 behalf, to return to you, and to the Committee of the county 6 
; 0 


81 


rk, our thanks for your friendly communication and intercourſe, 
Which has Hitherto been kept up, and we truſt will be contitued be- 
tween the Petitioning bodies, until they ſhall have finally and fully 
ſucceeded in obtaining a ſubſtantial REFORM IN THE REPRESEN.- 
TATION OF THIS KINGDOM IN PARLIAMENT. RO. 
. To be as, nearly as poſſible unanimous, and unequivoeal in our deſires 
and declarations upon this ſubjeR, 
Ant objeft of that iutercbuſſddGG. | 
10 thaititain'that unanimity, it was, that the Committee of the county, 
of Middlets acquieſced readily to your wiſe recommendation of 2 
wer petition for a REFORM, in which all good men agree, and 
yoided ow mention of the particular Reform, in which tho beſt men 
may för . 


take advantage. 


i in dur pinion, the effect of deſcending toyparticulars muſt be 


Kelly the Game, whether thoſe particulars are contained in a Petition, 
or in inſtruQions, or in reſolutions, - And when we acknowledge the 


2 of your awn arguments for excluding particulars from the 85 


: 


we ſuppoſe it impoſſible to expe thoſe pajticulars in the ſhape 
. a ter bee i ; by 14 ſolicitations obtained from the 
tlemen of the Yorkthire F niftce to forbear the een inftruc- 


ons, we could not expett that the ſame, particulars ſhoul 
name of reſolutions - for what, indeed, are ſtronger inftruftions to 
yin by the reſolutions of a county meeting ? We are ſorry that 
any Pay iculars (from which we. cantiouſly abſtained) have, at this ſtage 
of ou 5 been brought forward in any ſhape. 52 


_ Ons the particulars contained in thole reſolutions, it is now our duty 
to teturn to you our © inion. a; $ ; 


” 


| When we read thole reſalutjons (ynder the name of inftruBtions) as 


communicated by your letter, we feared that we could not give our con- 
currence to e tug p Bis e 7-4 

We fearcd that private 4 pocket boroughs were to be excluded 
from the deſired REFORM, and that Parliamentary Repreſentation 
(that is, the power of diſpoſing of the lives and intereſts of the Public) 


. 
o 


Was ſtill to continue private property. From this idea we muſt for 


* 


ever be averſe. 


14 14 


and with extreme ſatisfaftion we are deſirous to believe that we are una- 


imous with your county: for in that narrative we find Mr. Stanhope 
elaring, that“ He thought the thanks of the meeting were particu- 
4% larly due to a noble Lord then preſent, who had ſtood forward in 
% ſupport'of a FARLIAMENTARY KEFORY, although he was the pro- 
% prietor of a borough;“ and the Earl of Surrey declaring, that © No 
« pexlon could be againſt the preſent Petition, except the Ar 

3 PA oi NID 0 


1 


we conſider as one great and jmpor- 


S time differ, and of which the worſt men will at all times 


ppear under 


r A > mw 


L 9 3 


* of purchaſed borbughs, and that the conduR of the proprietor of a 


7 


« horough, who came there to ſupport a meaſure tending to overturn hig - 


ie gwn intereſt, and of another gentleman then preſent (the proprietor 
« of half a borough) ought to be feld out as a reproach to thoſe men 
« who Wiſh to ſtand well with the * and yet 97775 in, Parlia- 
«ment, with all their eloquence, THE WITH-HOLDING FROM 
„ THEM THOSE RIGHTS WHICH TIME HAS ROBBED. 
« THEM OF.” e 8 

We alſo find the unanimous thanks of the county * to three gentle- 
t men, for their DISINTERESTED ſupport of a Petition, which 
« AFFECTS THEIR PRIVATE PROPERTY.” | 
We, therefore, the Committee of Middleſex, collefting the 
ſenſe of the Committee and county of York from the proceedings 
of the laſt County Moeting, and eſpecially from thoſe parts of the pro- 


ceedings which we have extracted as above, are happy in declaring our- 


ſelves unanimoully of the opinion of the Earl of Surrey ſo declared on 
this ſubje& ; and unanimouſly of the opinion of the county of York, 
that all perſons acting on the principles which. cauſed their thanks, de- 


ſerve alſo the thanks and gratitude of all other parts of the country. 


5 5 Jauss Townszn, 
Chairman of the Committee of the county of Middleſex, 
Freemaſons! Tavern, Feb, 12, i189. | | 
MF | — 8 N : 's 
open dat 3,488.8 . 
At a General County Meeting held at the Shire-hall at Chelmsford; 


en Thurſday the 10th of April, 178g, ſummoned by John Godfolve 


Croſs, Eſq. High Sheriff,” at the requiſition of ſeveral gentlemen, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of Petitioning Parliament for a more EQUAL RE. 
PRESENTATION, AND SHORTENING THE DURATION OF 
PARLIAMENT, it was 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting, highly approving the 


Quintuple Alliange; empower their Committee to appoint and ſend fix” 


deputies to join that reſpectable body, to watch the effects of the Peti- 
tions of the People, praying for a JUST AND EQUAL REPRESEN=« 
TATION, AND SHORT PARLIAMENTS. © | 


J. Joie TornzLL, Chairman. 


| ern a Zo 
At a Meeting of the Eſſex Committee, at the Black Boy at Chelms- 
ford, on Thurſday. the 10th of April, 278g, | # 
IT. Brand Hort 1s, EI. in the Chair, 
Preſent eighteen Members, 7 


Reſol ved unanimouſly, That an anſwer be returned to the Rev. Mr. 
9 Chairman to the Yorkſhire Committee. 


eſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 


no Miniſtry will deſerve the confidence and approbation of the People, 
who ſhall not ſincerely ſupport a more EQUAL PARLIAMENTARY 
REPRESENTATION. | 3 Wy 
T. B. Hortts, Chairman, 1 


"I 


t 1 
At u meeting of the Quintuple Alliance, held at the Paul's Head Ta: 
vern, N 2 on Thurſday, the 22d of May, 1733, | 


Sir Warkin Lewes, Knt. in the a | 


Mr. Brand Hollis brou ht up a report of the proceedings of the de- 
legates aſſembled at the Globe Tavern, Fleet · ſtreet, on Tae, the 
13th of May inſtant. | : 

The ſaid proceedings being wot. as follow: . | 

At an afſembly of the delegates from the Aſſociated Committees, held 
at the Globe Tavern, F leet-ſtreet, on Tueſday, the 1 3th of May, 178g, 

_ Reſolved, nem. con. 

That his Grace the Duke of Richmond be requeſted to do this afſem- 
bly the honour of accepting the office of Chairman. | | 

Reſolved, nem. con, 

That notwithſtanding the diſappointment which the people oe met 
with in their late ap lication to the Houſe of Commons, in favour of a 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, +it be recommended to them never 
to abandon their UST RIG HTS, but to promote and ASSERT 
THEM by all Conſtitutional meaſures belonging to Engliſhmen. 5 

Reſolved, nem. con. 

That it be recommended to the Committees of Aſſociation and Cor- 
teſpondence, for the three diſtricts of this metropolis, London, Weſt- 
minſter, and Southwark, to unite in à monthly meeting, for the pur- 

ſe of conſidering upon the beſt means of carrying into effect t ole , 
Coninational meaſures they were eletted to ſupport. | 

Reſolved, nem.'con. | 

That a report of theſe-reſolutions be made to the next meeting of the 
15 Alliance for their conſideration, WF; | | 

Extract from the minutes FRETS 22 „ 

T. H. Bux tsv OLprizen, r ene eee | 

'- © Reſolved, nem, con. 
That the faid reſolutions be approved, 55 een, by this alliance, | 
Reſolved, nem. con. 

That the her counties, cities, towns, and petitioning IF in 
80 kingdom, be carneſtly recommended to elect delegates, to meet 
thoſe already choſen, for the purpoſe of giving vigour and efficacy to 
that great CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM IN THE REPRESEN- 
TATION OF THE PEOPLE, which it is the object of this alliance 
to aſſert and to accompliſh. 

Whereas an EQUAL AND UNIVERSAL REPRESENTATION. 
OF THE PEOPLE has been ſpoken of as e to the Engliſh Conſti- 
tution, and imprafticable : It is therefore 
Nelolved, | | 

' __ Thatitis a maxim of common law, and a fanny agile of 
; the Conſtitution, that Law, to bind all, muſt be 1 8 to by all.” 

_ Reſolved, ( 

That in a Conſtitutional ſenſe, every man is pad to give aſſent 
to laws who has a vote in the election of a e. for = elec- 
ave body of which he is a member, 

/ Reſolved, 

- That an EQUAL AND UNIVERSAL REPRESENTATION OF 
4 HE PEOPLE, would not only be practicable, but perfectly eaſy, by 
dividing each c _ and large city into as many diſtrifts, as, by its po- 
* it 4s ed to elec. members ; and that luch a plan 15 — 

Hes 


I . 


13 


— 


f 0 1 


leſs recommended by its equal juſtice, than by its extreme ſimplicity 


and general convenience, 


eſolv . CESS 1 
That * ©54-c\ "pi now accords with his Grace the Duke of Rich- 
mond, in its hopes, that THE PEOPLE NEVER WILL BELIEVE. 
« THAT THE RECOVERY OF ANY RIGHT, WHICH NA- 
« TURE AND THE CONSTITUTION HAS GIVEN THEM, IS 
% IMPRACTICABLE ; and is convinced, that, IF THEY PLEAS 
« TO CLAIM THEM, THEY WILL, AND MUST, HAVE THE 
« FULL EXTENT OF THEIR RIGHTS.” | 855 8 
By order of the Alliance, 2 1 
T. H. BunxIZ IT OrDri grp, Sep. 


— 
WY, | | Vor Tavern, OA, 1, 1789. 

At a Meeting of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION, —Preſent, 
Rev. Mr. e the Earl of Effingham, Lord Galway, and the Duke 
of Rutland. | | | $53 
' Reſolved unanimouſly, That his Grace the Duke of Rutland, John 
Seavers Richardſon, Eſq. Samuel Hamer Oates, Eſq. Hans Bulk, Eſq, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel O'Carroll, be added to this Committee. | 

The ſeveral following Reſolves were alſo unanimouſly agreed to, viz. 

That the thanks of this Committee be given to the Right Honourable 
William Pitt, for his excellent propoſitions ſubmitted to Parliament on 
the 75th of May laſt, towards accompliſhing a ſubſtantial Redreſs of Par- 
liamentary Abuſes, complained of by the Petitions of the People. That 
notwithſtanding our wiſhes did not meet with ſucceſs on that day, we 
till retain hopes that his virtuous perſeverance, aided by the uncorrupt 
part of the Senate, and ſtrenuoufly 13 tir by the People, will in 
time effect ſuch a REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT as may form 
a firm barrier againſt the inroads of corruption. i 

That the Chairman be directed to take the earizeft opportunity of commu- 
nicating the preceding reſolutions to the Right Hon. William Pitt. | 

That the thanks of this Committee be given to thoſe honourable 
Members of the Houſe of Commons by whom Mr. Pitt's propoſitions 


on the 7th of May were Ve | 
That it appears to this Committee, that the rejection of thoſe prope» 


ſitions on the th of May, may be chiefly imputed to the operation of 
that ruinous political ſyſtem by which the civil war with America was 
lighted up, the Britiſh empire diſmembered, and the plan of Parliamen- 
tary * carried to its laſt fatal extreme. And it is alſo conſidered 
by this Committee, that the re- admiſſion of the abettors of ſuch a ſyſ- 


tem into power, is a moſt formidable obſtacle to the neceſſary renova» 


: 


tion of the Conſtitution. 


- 


- That it behoves the People of Britain, as they tender their own per- 
ſonal freedom and honour, the ſafety of the community, or the welfare 


of generations yet unborn, not to deſpair of the public weal : nor; from 
an indiſcriminate diſtruſt of public men, to fink into a ſtate of abje& | 
ſupineneſs and inaftivity, and a negle& of thoſe legal means of defence, 


by which the Conſtitution may yet be preſerved. On the contrary, it 


is the earneſt exhortation of this Committee to every friend to the peace 


and freedom of the nation, to ſtand forth in this hour of diſtreſs, and 


with 


| . 
with unſhaken courage, and by every vigorous and lawful effort, to up- 
port the REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT—-without which, Bri: 
; tain muſt be overwhelmed by. the accumulated miſeries of a corrupt 
| ſyſtem of government. AAS: ra . 
That this Committee, aſſured that the boſoms of their conſtituents are 
ſtill animated with ſentiments of public ſpirit and unabated zeal for the 
conſtitution, doth again call upon the Freeholders of this great county, to 
meet and deliberate on the . of renewing their application to 
Parliament for a more fair and equitable Repreſentation of the People 
and if that ſhall be thou ht expe ient, to repreſent to Parliament in de- 
cent, but firm and manly _ of expoſtulation, the neceſſity for an 
_ effe&pal reſtoration of the Conſtitution, and that ſuch meeting be held 
on Thurſday, the 8th day of January, 1784. 3 
That the Chairman be deſired to write to the two worthy Members for 
this county, expreſſing, in ſtrong terms of approbation, the thanks of 
this Committee for their attendance and ſupport given in the Houſe of 
Commons to Mr, Pitt's motion for a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM 
/ ͤ— OTE et 8 9 
5 9 Meeting be adjourned fill to-moxraw morning, at tep 
Oc . 3 1 


— 


- ; 0 
C. Wrvirr, Chairman 7 
A 5 „ Pg os” 7 , 


Copy of the official letter of thanks ſent by, the Chairman of 
 Yarkſhirg Committee to the Right Hon. William Pitt, fob his-cond 
in Parliament on the 7th of May, and alſo a copy of Mr, Pitt's Anſwer: 


e Ries Fort, October g, 178. 


1 & 


S1n, . 1 
In obedience to the direction of the COMMITTEE OF ASSOClI- 
ATION for the county of York, I have the honour to trafiſmit to you 
the incloſed account of their proceedings at the late meeting; and I am 
Happy to aſſure you, that their reſolution of thanks to you for your con- 
du& in Parliament on the th of May, and their reſolution, expreſſir'y 
their hope of ſucceſs by your virtuous n properly ſupported by 
- "the incorrupt part of Parliament, and of the People, were paſſed wi 
perfect unanimity, _ ; 3 1 
Im, Sir; with high reſpett, your moſt, obedient humble ſervant, 
| NS, | C. Wrviut, 


. | => 
( —— 


— 


2 — 


5 BY | e 16h Berkeley-ſquare, Nov. 8, 1783. 
CO OWL : RR, 5 IF; 
On my return to town, I received the honour of your 7 accom- 


- aer by the reſolutions of the Committee on the iſt of Octaber 


| have the greateſt ſatisfaction in finding, that the propoſitions which 1 
had ſubmitted to Parliament. in the laſt ſeſſion, are conſidered by them 
zs tending to accompliſh A- REFORM OF PARLIAMENTARY 
As Es complained of by the Petition of the People. I truſt I need 


| + 
ah Fn tfor 


Not aſſure you, that no exertions or perſeverance on my 
L 


„ 
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humble ſervant, 


£ 43 J | | 
tions were founded, Unfucceſsful as my a have hitherto proved, 
1 ſhall ANXIOUSLY wait fora SEASONABLE moment of renewin; 
them, and 1 er it, whenever there is a JUST PROSPEC 
IT WITH EFFECT. I am truly ſenſible of the oblige 
ing manner in which you have had the — to convey to me the 
ſenſe of the Committee, and am, with great reſpe&, your moſt obedient 


W. Pirr. 


lyland's Coffee- Houſe, on Friday, Dec. 3, 178g. 
| Edinburgh, Od. 13, 1783. 
Six, N 


We had the honour of receiving, laſt week, the preſent of pamphlets 
ubliſhed- by the Society for Conſtitutional Information. We beg you 
ill return to that very reſpectable Society our moſt cordial acknowledgp 


ments for this teſtimony of their favour; and to aſſure them, that as 


we venerate the public virtue which led them to ASSOCIATE. for the 
noble purpoſes of diffuſing among their fellow-citizens a knowledge of 
their Conſtitutional RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES; fo we ever ſhall 
conſider it as our duty, and our honour to co-operate with them in ev 
meaſure that may have a tendency to n for the People the exer- 
ciſe of thoſe elective powers, ſo eſſential to our national proſperity and 
felicity. „ bes 8 
1 We are convinced of the propriety of impreſſing on the minds of the 
People a ſenſe of their privileges, in order to rouſe them to active exer- 


tions for recovery of thoſe privileges, that we have determined, after 


the example of the Society, to circulate among our countrymen {mall 
tracts and pamphlets on the ſubje& of Conſtitutional Liberty, In con- 
equence of this determination, we have already got printed a pamphlet 
on the Parliamentary Repreſentation of. the boroughs of Scotland, of 


Which we have taken the liberty to ſend you a few copies for the peruſal 


the Society. 3 

We are happy to inform the Society, that the buſineſs of REFORM» 
ATION in Scotland, is ſtill proſecuted with vigour, Our boroughs are 
more and more cloſely united, and are determined to perſevere with the 
utmoſt firmneſs, till the great objects, at which they aim, are fully at- 
ained, We are forming meaſures for a general Convention of Dele- 


gates from the different boroughs, to be held at Edinburgh. This we 


expect will take place in the courſe of a month; it cannot be ſooner, 
as we are expecting the junction of other boroughs, bg 
We hepe we ſhall have the pleaſure of frequent communications 


from the Society, and we are, Sir, very reſpectfully, "your moſt obg- 


| Sient ſervant, by appointment of the Committee, ' 
2 9 Tuonas MWGxucar, Sec, 


To Thomas Fates, EI. 
e ee 6 
io Pee * * London, Nov. 8, 158g. 


Six, 


Im directed by the Society for Conſtitutional Information, to re- 


queſt, that you will yojurn dag ingerelh thanks to thy Ce os 


# 


At a Meeting of the Society for ConsTituTIONAL Inrornation, held 
1 at . 


X * 
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well for the information contained in your letter, as for the pamphlets 
which they have done us the honourto tranſmit, It, indeed, affords peculiar 
pleaſure to the Society to find, that the Committee have adopted the 
only means by which a permanent and ſalutary REFORMATION can 
be effected, the diſtribution of ſmall tracts on Conſtitutional Subjects 
among the People of Scotland. For unleſs the People at large have 
ſome knowledge of their rights as men, and as Citizens, how can it be 
expected that they will exert themſelves at all, or at leaſt that their ex- 
ertions will be properly directed? : 
The common People of England have not as yet totally emerged from 
that political ignorance, the melancholy effects of which have been 
| hitherto felt ſo ſeverely in Scotland. Yet even in that ignorance we 
may at leaſt find this conſolation, that it is not an incurable evil. The 
want of Conſtitutional information. is much leſs formidable than the 
abſence of national ſpirit ; and miſerable indeed muſt have been the 
condition of the good le of Great-Britain, if, with a full know- 
ge of all their RIGHT: 1 they had tamely ſubmitted to ſee them 
wreſted from them by an handful of venal electors. . 
- We have the pleaſure to inform the Committee, that we have already 
experienced the ſalutary effects ariſing from the well-timed circulation of 
Conſtitutional Trafts among the lower claſſes of the people. We find 
the ſpirit of PARLIAMENTARY REFORM gain ground in England 
22 day; and we doubt not, but that the ſame means will much faci- 
litate the e of their objects to the Committee of Citizens of 
Edinbur . . | | A | 26 
The e ha to hear of the vigour with which the buſineſs 
of Reformation is proſecuted in Scotland, and rejoice at the laudable 
fpirit which petvades that country, They are anxious to know the re- 
| 2 of the deliberations of the general Convention of Delegates, which 
vas expected to take place in the courſe of this month, and requeſts the - MW + 
favour of your further communication on the ſubject. I have the 
. honour to be, with all reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Wy 4 | | RG. | Tub. YartEs, Sec. 6 
To Thomas M'Grugar, Eſq. © FE | ND e 
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of Letter from the Rev, Dr. Ricuaxy Price, to the Secretary of the Com- 
| © mittee of Citizens of Edinburgh,  _ "nb 

& 5 85 ants Newington Green, near London, 

Sin, 2 Van, 29, 1784. 

I have received, with particular pleaſute, the letter which you have 
directed to me by order of the Committee of Citizens of Edinburgh, 
They have done mie great. honour, by communicating to me the account 
contained in your letter of their proceedings, and by reckoning me 
among the friends to the important cauſe in which they are engaged. 
My power is little; but ſuch as it is, I am always glad to employ it, 
as far as it can go, in promoting the beſt intereſts of mankind. Among 
theſe intereſts I reckon CIVIL LIBERTY. Without this, Civil Go- 
vernment is, in my opinion, an uſurpation and a curſe; and men are 
creatures little better than a herd of beaſts, With ſuch ſentiments, it is 
WWW l 
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recover this ineſtimable bleſſing may ſucceed ; or not to rejoice in that 
ſpirit of reſiſtance to oppreſſion which has lately manifeſted itſelf in the 
world. God grant that this ſpirit may increaſe till it has aboliſhed all 
Deſpotic Governments,” and exterminated that ſlavery which debaſes man- 
kind. This ſpirit firſt roſe in America. It ſoon reached Ireland. It 
has diffuſed itſelf into ſome foreign countries; and your letter informs 
me, that it is now animating Scotland, | - 
There ſeems, indeed, to be an important Revolution approaching. 
The ideas of men are changing faſt, err minds are growing more en- 
lightened ; and a general conviction is likely to take place, that © Legi- 
« timate government is the. dominion of men over themſelves ; and not 
a the dominion of communities over communities, or of any men over 
% other men.“ When this happens, ALL SLAVISH GCOVERN- 
MENTS MUST FALL, AND A GENERAL REFORMATION 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN HUMAN AFFAIRS. _ ( 2 
There is amongſt the Stateſmen of the preſent times a want of fore- 
| fight and an infatuation which may end fatally for them. Were they. 
wile,” they could fee this riſing 2 and by yielding to it, make them- 
ſelves great and happy: But in of this, they are endeavouring to 
cruſh it, and making themſelves enemies to the improvement of the 
world. Reformation they term innovation, and a ſtruggle to recover 
long loſt RIG HTS, they term ſedition and rebellion. But their oppo- 
fition is likely to prove the means of its own defeat. It provokes to a 
more narrow enquiry into the RIGHTS OF MEN, Wie their views, 
and produces a greater diſdain of SLAVERY, a warmer zeal. for the 
principles'of LIBERTY, and a more general and firm determination to 
pport them. And the d e. muſt be ſuch a conteſt between the 
abettors of LIBERTY and TYRANNY, as will produce convulſions, 
and terminate in the deftrudtion of the latter, and a brighter triumph of 
the former, e 4 8 1 1 
- Such of late has been the iſſue of that infatuation of Stateſmen, which - 
produced the American war; and ſuch poſlibly may be its iſſue in Bri- 
tain, ſhould our Rulers continue much longer to maintain abuſes, which 
are become ſo flagrant as to ſtrike the attention, and excite the indigna- 
tion of all impartial and conſiderate men. | | 
The danger of producing confuſion and of ſetting government afloat, is 
often urged as a reaſon againſt attempts to REFORM, But this is an argu- 
ment that proves too much. Oughtit to influence in France, Spain, Turkey, 
&c. were the people there duly ſenſible of their Rights, and of the evil 
of Arbitrary ,Government ? If fo, all the vile Tyrannies of the world 
muſt be ſuffered to continue as they are. No efforts muſt be ever made 
to overthrow them; and ignorance, darkneſs, ſlavery and miſery, muſt 
be for ever perpetuated amongſt mankind, But in truth, no ſuch danger 
as that now ſuppoſed, would exiſt, were it not for the folly of the 
Rulers of States. Were they prudentenoughto fall in with public con- 
viction, and conſent to gradual correction of abuſes, when it is called 
for, the great work of REFORMATION would go on quietly, and they 
would ſecure to themſelves a power of an infinitely more honourable - 
and ſolid nature than that they now poſſeſs. . | 
In this country we boaſt of our Liberty; and it is true that our Con- 
ſtitution of Government is, in theory, excellent. But we enjoy only 
the forms of it. Luxury and corruption, and changes produced by 
time; have deſtroyed the ſpirit of it, and converted it into a name and a 
mockery. It ſuppoſes a fair Repreſentation of the Body of the People 
8 5 5 . aiad 
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and this is eſſential to Conſlitutional Liberty in every State. Where thi 
is wanting, the People are governed by laws to which they do not give 
their conſent, and by Maſters, in chuſing whom they have no voice, 


and over whom they have no controul; and this is one of the propereſt 
definitions that can be given of Political Slavery. A * in this 
condition may poſſeſs many privileges; but they can have no Conſtitu- 
tional ſecurity for them. They muſt owe them to the forbearance and 


clemency of their Maſters z and for this reaſon they tan no more be 


termed free, than a Negro can be termed free; who has no other ſecurit 
For juſt treatment than the good nature, or the diſcretion of his pro- 

rietor, | . 
| 4 Laws in a free State are nothing but the will of the. community, and 
_ Governors are its ſervants. Let any one apply this obſervation to our 
own country. The majority of that aſſembly, Which has the command 
of our lives and fortunes, is choſen by about fix thoufand of the meaneſt 
'. perſons, who ſell their votes; and a General Election is little more than 
a general auction for diſpoſing of venal and rotten burghs, Is an afſem- 
bly, ſo created, a Repreſentation of the Kingdom ? Are the laws made 


by it the will of the Community? Can it be juſtly ſaid, that a People, 


fo governed, are free ? | 
From the accounts you have ſent me, I learn, that in Scotland, the 
| Nate of the Repreſentation is worſe than in England; and that the body 
of the gy particularly in the Royal Burghs, do not enjoy the ſha- 
dow of Liberty. But they are awakened to a ſenſe of their Rights; 
and the exertions they are making to emancipate themfelves, muſt be 
admired 8 that deſire to ſee mankind free and happy. Nothing can 
be better adopted to inform and animate them in their exertions than the 
Circulation of ſuch tracts as thoſe you have ſent me. May their zeal in- 
creaſe, and may the number of thoſe: men diminiſh who are for keepi 
mankind in abjeQion and ſervility. Should the burgeſſes in the Royal 
Burghs be unanimous in claiming their. Rights, they muſt be regarded. 
. .Amongſt the preva:ling | degeneracy, there are in the Houſe of Com- 
-mons many virtuous members who will plead their cauſe. : 
The late daring attempts of a junto to eſtabliſh their own power have 
* thewn, in a ſtriking light, the neceſſity of a PARLIAMENTARY 
' REFORM. Theſe attempts have been happily defeated by the Reſo- 
lution of our Sovereign; and he is now receiving the thanks of the 
kingdom. He fees, without doubt, that the beſt ſecurity of his throne, 
is the love of his People; and that he can in no way be fo great and 
happy es by throwing himſelf upon them, and promoting all their en- 


deavours to gain a Houſe of Commons that ſhall really repreſent them, | 
and ſpeak their voice. Some of his preſent Miniſters alſo have di- 


_ tinguiſhed themſelves as advocates for a PARLIAMENTARY RE- 
FORM ; and all applications or Petitions which have this objett in view, 


muſt meet with their approbation and concurrence. - This then is the 


auſpicious moment for ſuch exertions as the Burghs in Scotland are now 
making. May they go on and proſper ! | 


I requeſt the favour of you, Sir, to convey theſe ſentiments to your. 


Committee. I rely on their candour, and hope they will excule me, 
ſhould they think that any improper expreſſions have eſcaped me, I 
am, Sir, with great reſpect, and beſt wiſhes, their and your very 
obedient and humble Servant, „„ *F 
V | RIchARD Palczx. 
To Mr. Thos, M*Grugar, Sec. &c. 3 | 
| From 
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From the Burrasr News LzT EI. 
As Ireland, after ſuffering many ages under the hand of oppreſſion, has 
with unparalleled virtue raiſed herſelf to eminence in the political 
ſcale, and is at this hour the ſcene of the moſt dignified and intereſt- 
ins efforts that Europe affords ;—we hope, that the diſtinguiſhed a- 
bility of a Duxe oy Ricynoxp will render the inſertion of à letter 
from his pen to the Committee of correſpondence, pleaſing— 
N. B. We are glad fo early to eommunicate it. The elegance of 
compoſition will be obvious to every eye; as the epiſtolary ſtyle has 
ſeldom appeared in more grace, energy or ſpi rie. 


To Lieut, Col. S#axman, Chairman of the CouniTTEs of Corr. 
©, PONDENCE at BELFAST. ., ; Wa 
DSTI e | * 

I have been honoured with a letter from Belfaſt, dated the 19th of July 
laſt, written in the name of the committee of Correſpondence ap pointe 

; by the Delegates of Forty-bve Volunteer Corps aſſembled at Liſburn 
| on the firſt day of the ſame month, for taking preparatory ſteps to forward 
their intentions on the ſubject of a more £0 TAL REPRESENTA- 
TION OF THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT, and ſigned by their 
Secretary, Mr. Henry Joy, jun. | Be ws 

In this letter, after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of the boroughs in Ire, 

land, the general opinion of the people that the conſtitution can be 

/ reſtored to its ancient purity and vigour, by no other means than A 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, and informing. me of the ſteps 
which have been taken and are taking by the Volunteers, in determin- 

ing to procure this deſirable objett, the Committee is pleaſed. * to re- 

5 queſt my ſentiments and advice as to the beſt, moſt eligible, and moſt. 
. + praticable mode of deſtroying, reſtraining or counterafting this hydra 

of corruption, Ny influence, in order to lay my opinion before. 

the Provincial Aſſembly of Delegares which is to be held at Dun» 
gannon, on the 8th of September next,” AAS ee al 

This great mark of confidence from Gentlemen in whom ſo much truſt 

is laces does me great honour ; for as I have not the pleaſure of being, 
perſonally known to any of them, I can owe i but to the favourable, 

opinion they are 4 to entertain of my conſtant and zealous endeas , 
vours in the public ; Ht Tr 
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I am ſenſible that the only proper return I can make for this honourable, 
diſtin&ion, is to obey their commands in the heſt manner 1am abt; for, 


SE 


long, I am ſenſible I cannot do it juſtice. | 3 
Tue ſubject of a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, is that which of 
all others in my opinion moſt deſerves the attention of the public, as 1 
conceive” it would include every other advantage which a pation can 
wiſh; and I have no K that from N 


l 66 ] 
which I have been able to give to this great queſtion, that for many. 
years has occupied my mind; and from day's experience to the 
ſent hour, 1 am more and more convinced that the RESTORING 
HE RIGHT OF VOTING UNIVERSALLY 10 every man | nop 


incapacitated ly nature for want * on, or by law for the commiſſion of 
_ crimes, together with ANNUAL EL | 


CTIONS, is the only REFORM 
that can he effefiual and permanent. I am further convinced that it is 


the only reform that is practicable. 


All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been found inſuffi. 
cient to intereſt and animate the great body of the people, from whoſt 
earneſtneſs alone any reform can be expected. A long excluſion from 
any ſhare in the legiſlature of their country. has rendered the great maſs 


of the people indifferent whether the monopoly that ſubſiſts continues in 
the hand of a more or leſs extended company; or, whether it is divided 


by them into ſhares of ſomewhat more orleſs juſt proportions: the public 
feels itſelf unconcerned in theſe conteſts, except as to the oppreſſions it 
endures, and the exactions it ſyffers, which it knows muſt continue ſo 
long as the people remain deprived of all controul over their repreſenta. 
tives. This indifference of theirs, when the laſt attempt was made for 
additional county members, was uſed by our opponents as an argument 


_ againſt all reform; it was aſked with a triumphant air, Where are the 


Petitions from the inhabitants of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Hallifax, 
and other great unrepreſented towns? And their ſilence was deemed 
Fr 10 70 of their acquieſcence and ſatisfaction in the form of elections. 


truth is, that the People have been ſo often deceived that they will 
ow ſcarcely truſt any ſet of men; and nothing but ſelf-evident con- 
viktion that a meaſure tends effefually to the recovery of their Rights, 


can or indeed ought to intereſt them in its fayour. 
_ - "The leſſer xx ror has been attempted with every poſſible advantage 


in its favour ; not only from the zealous ſupport of e advocates for a 


more equal one, but from the aſſiſtance of men of great weight both in 


and out of power. But with all thoſe temperaments and helps, it has 
failed; not one proſelyte has been gained from corruption, nor has the 


2 ray of hope been held out from any. quarter, that the Houſe of 


— 
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that quarter therefore, I have nothing to hope. 


Commons, was inclined to adopt any other mode of xETron M. The 
weight of corruption has cruſhed this more, gentle, as it would have 
eated any more efficacious plan in the ſame circumſtances, From 

N | Ie is from the People 
at, large that .I expe&any good, and I am convinced that the only way 


to make them feel that they are really concerned in the buſineſs, is ta 
contend for their full, clear, and indiſputable Rights of univerſal Re- 


preſentation, I call them ſuch, not only from my qwa;convittion, but 


| a the admiſſion of the friends to the more moderate. Plan, who in 


e ſecond' Addreſs, of the Yorkſhire Committee to the Pqople copfels, 
true Conſtitution, 


. 


that our claims are forced on the true principles of. th 


mud only objeft to them on account of impratticability.. But their plan 


Has now had à fair trial, and, if it is from the inclination. af Parliament 


The more extenſive Plan, at the ſame time that its operation is more 
complete, depends 2 a, more effectual ſupport, that of the People. 
| I am alſo perſuade t K dd 


hat if the ſcheme for additional county members 
oa any further, infinite difficulties would have ariſen in 
$ it, Nevhorihe LorkGhure Committee nor Mr Pitt hang 
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had 
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V the detail of their Plan. A juſt repartition would have been à molt in- 


he tricate taſk ; for where different intereſts are ſeparately repreſented, the 
G proportion is not very eaſy to aſcertain. The doubt you ſtate concern- 
op ing this mode of Reform appears to me well founded ; a few great fami- 
of lies might divide a county between them, and chuſe the members by a 
M houſe-liſt, like Eaſt India Directors. Another difficulty from the in- 
42 creaſe of the number of members, which might render the Houſe more 
tumultuous than deliberative, has its weight. But the greateſt objeftion 
i in my opinion to this, and to every other narrow and contracted Plan 
le Reform, is, that it proceeds upon the fame bad principle as the abuſe it 
m pretends to rectify; it is ſtill partial and {ras . A vaſt majority of tha 
's community is ſtill left unrepreſented ; and its moſt eſſential concerns, 
n life, liberty, and property, continue in the abſolute diſpoſal of thoſe 
d whom they do not chuſe, and over whom they have no controul. In 
ag the arrangement of Plans of this kind, there is no leading principle to 
i determine that the addition ought to be one hundred, by, or two 
0 hundred; that the aſſortment ſhould be CY to the population, 
& roperty, or taxes, paid in each county; that any ſuppoſed proportior 
C Lrweek the landed and trading intereſt is the juſt one ; and that the 
© divifion, of county and city members will correſpond with this r- 
N tion when found. All is at fea, without any compaſs to enable us to 


i diſtinguiſh the fafe from the dangerous courſe. 
But in the more liberal and great Plan of aniverſal Repreſentation, a a 

* and diſtinct principle at once appears, that cannot lead us wrong. N 
1 conveniency, but right. If it is not a maxim of our Conſtitution, th 
7 a Britiſh fubje is to be governed only by laws to which he has conſente 
' by himſelf or his repreſentative, we ſhould inſtantly abandon the error 

dut if it is the eſſential of freedom, founded on the eternal principles of 
juſtice and wiſdom, and our unalienable birthright, we ſhould not hefi- 
FX tate in aſſerting it, Let us then but determine to act upon this broatt 
| rinciple of giving to every man his own, and we fhall immediat 
; 2 rid of all the perplexities to which the narrow notions of partiality 
/ and cxcluſion muſt ever be ſubjeR, In the digeſting a plan upon this nob 
F foundation, we ſhall not find any difficulty that the moſt common un- 
: 
; 
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| 4 derſtanding and pains will not eaſily furmount, It does not require half 
the ingenuity of a common tax bill; and as a proof of this aſſertion, F 
myſelf drew the form of a Bill for this purpoſe, which I preſented 

the Houſe of Lords in 1780; not as a perfect work, but merely to fhe 
how eaſily the objections to the practicability of the plan, and the in- 
conveniencies that are ſuggeſted, might be got over. hoo Wege 
I believe the ſending you a copy of my Bill will be the beſt way of 
| 8xplaining its operations, I have not one ready at this moment, but it 
ſhall ſoon follow this letter. 3 thy i” ne Fog 
I ſhall. therefore only mention at preſent a few of its proviſions,” 
which I think entirely remove the moſt plauſible objectiousthat have been 
| urged again ſt it. . | 5 
The Peekent number of Members in the Houſe of Commons is pre- 
ſerved, ſo that all apprehenſions from too numerous an aſſembly ceaſes," 
D An account of the whole number of males of age in the kingdom is 
; o be tak en, and divided by the number of members to be ſent, which” 
twill find the quota of elettors to chuſe one member. From the beſt 
accounts 1 can now get, it will be about two thouland fix hundred. 
Thele ate to be rel into diſtri&s or boroughs, from the moſt conti- 
_ gvons pariſhes, and by having = the elections throughout the kingdom 
2 0 in 
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in one and the ſame day, and taken in each pariſh, all fear of riots and 
nl ] ũ I! num: Os Oe on + 
Ihe great expence of elections, which ariſes chiefly from the. coſt of 
conveying electors to the place of poll, and entertaining them there and 
on the road, will be no more, when every man will vote, in his own 
[et _ Bribery muſt entirely ceaſe: In a ſingle borough it would be 
difficult; on ſo many as to have any efiect, impoſſible! The numbers to 
be bought would be infinitely too great for any purle, Beſides, annual 
Parliaments, by their frequency and by their 1 would doubly 
operate in reventing corruption. | n F 
The vaſt expence of Petitions to Parliament, on account of illegal 
returns, would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The points on which 
l thele conteſts generally turn, are the qualifications of * electors, un- 
der the numberleſs reſtrictions the preſent laws have impoſed, Which 
require the attendance of witneſſes, the production of records, and are 
ſahject to infinite diſpute. But when no other qualification {hell be ne- 
cellary, but that of being a Britiſh ſubject, and of age, there can be but 
little. left to contend upon as to. the right of cleQors to vote. All other 
queſtions that could afford ground for a Petition, would be triſling, and 
n a ages „700 fb ns» ih Fong, k 
. Many other objections are obviated by the Bill, but it is needleſs here 
to mention them, But there is 2nother ſort of, objection, againſt which 

o proviſion ean be made, as it is merely imaginary. It is feared by 
(ome, that the influence of power and riches will give to the ene 
eat a lead in theſe elections, as to place the Whole government in their 

ads. Others again dread, that when paupers and the loweſt orders of 
the People ſhall have an equal vote with the farſt commoner in the king: 
dom, we ſhall fall. into all the confuſion of a Pemocratic Republic. 
The contrariety of theſe two apprehenſions, might of itſelf be a ſuffi- 
cient proof that neither extreme will take place. It is true, that the“ 
ore lt men in the kingdom will have an equal vote with the firſt, for 
the hoice of the pe: {pn.to whom he truſts his all, aud I think he ought 
> have that cqual degree of e againſt oppreſſion. It is alſo true, 
at 725 lupcrigr, ſortunes will have a ſuperior degree of weight 
nuch iufluence, and think, that as education and knowledge generally 
FS property, thoſe Who poſſeis them ought to have weight and 1n- 


= 


fluence with the more ignorant. But the eſſential difference will be, 
that although the People may be led, they cannot then be driven. Pro- 
e have its weight, ag it ever muſt have in all Governments; 
and I conceive that in this Plan, it will preciſely find its juſt proportion 
zombined with talents and character. A men of great property that is 
| beldved and eſteemed, will, zs he ought, have the greateſt lway ; BUT 
" TYRANNY AND OPPRESSION, THOUGH ATTENDED WITH 
_ » BIGHES, MAY BE RESISIED, AND WILL NO LO GER BE 
: AFFENDED WITH A BURGAGE. TENURE AT COMMAND. 
Mother ſubject of apprehenſion is, that the principle of allowing to 
nary. man an equal Right 10 vote, tends to EQUALII n re- 
pekts, and to level property. To me. it ſeems to have a direct contrary 
Adency. The equal Rights of Men to ſecurity from Opprelion, and to the 
enjoyments of LIFE AND LIBERTY, ſtrike me as perfectly compare 
le with their unequal ſhares. of induſtry, labour, and genius, which 
are the origin and inequality of fortunes, , The equality and ine quality 
pf men are both founded in nature; and-whilft'we do not confound the 


wo, and only ſupport her eſtabliſhments, we cannot err. The 7 bay 
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tection of property appears to me one af the moſt eſſential ends of ſo 


ciety; and ſo far from injuring it by this Plan, I conceive it ta be the 


only means of preſerving it, for the preſent ſyſtem ishaſtehing with 
great ſtrides to a perfect EQUALITY IN UNIVERSAL FOVERTV. 
It has been ſaid, that this Plan of extending the right of voting to 
every individual, creates much uneafine(s in the minds of quiet and 
well · diſpoſed perſons; and that if paupers, vagabonds, and perſous of 
no property were left out, there would be no objection to extend it to 
all houſeholders and perſons paying taxes, and that the ſame divifion 
into diſtricts might take place. My anſwer is, that I know of no ma: 
let him be ever ſo poor, who in his conſumption. of food; and uſe 
raiment, does not pay taxes; and that I-would wiſh to encourage an 
enthuſiaſm for his country in the breaſt of every ſubjett, by giving him 
his JUST SHARE in its Government. I readily admit, that ſuch an 
alteration would be a vaſt improvement; but I muſt prefer the adhering 
rigidly to a ſelf. evident principle, eſpecially When attended with. no 
inconvenience in tine execution that I can foreſee. Beſides, We ſhould . 
again fall into the difficulties of drawing the line of ſeparation, aud 
into the diſputes about qualification. enen LAST? 44 en 
The apprehenlions that our Government will become too Democratic, 
have been urged upon another ground. It has been ſaid, that the Houle , 
of Commons hes uſurped: the whole power of government ; that the 
Crown in reality no longer poſſeſſes its negative, and muſt in all things 


be ruled by the Houſe of Commons; that the Houſe of Lords, in con- 


iequence of its. excluſion (by the will of the Houſe of Commons, not 
by law) from interfering in money bills, no longer in fact exerciſes tha 


functions of a branch of the Legiſlature; that the only means by which 
the balance of the Conſtitution is now in any degree preſerved, is by 


the irregular influence of the Crown, and of the Peers in the Houſe of 


Commons; and that if they are totally excluded from interference there, 


as it is ſuppoſed will be the gale if this bill paſſes, and are not reſtored 
to their original ſhare, of power, the equilibrium will be deſtroyed, and 
the government become purely Democrati ee. 2 e 

To remedy the objettion, it has been anſwered. by others, that it is 
but juſt and reaſonable, and that they mean at the ſame time that the 
Commons are reſlored to their Rights, that the Crown and the Peers 
ſhould recover theits. TE an EE 


4 


This anſwer has been ridi 


culed, in my opinion, with more wit than 


Glidity of argument. It has been e as admitting, that whilit 


the Houſe of Commons continues corrupt, the King and Lords ſhould 
ſubmit to iis decibons ; but that when it ſhould really ſpeak the voice of 
on People, then it would be right to revive the dormant powers of res: 
Iſtin it, | | 3 3d 5 £3 3533 £6 11 4.10 
F bo my part, I agree in opinion with thoſe who are for reſtoring to 
all parts #1 the ſtave their JUST: RIGHTS at the ſame time; to doit 
enerally, not partially, is what I muſt contend for. At the lame time, 
admit that I am not for reſtoring the negative of the Crown ; myrea- 
ſon is, that it appears to me prepoſterous that the Will of one man ſhould. 
for ever obſtruct every regulation Which all the:reſ{t. of the nation may. 
think neceſlary. I object to it, as I would to any other prerogative.of 
the Crown, or privilege of the Lords or People, that is not founded on 

reaſon. - $4" F e ä r Fs g 
But Jagree, that if the Houſe of Commons was reduced to its natural 
dependence on the People alonę, a. 1% che preſgut iyſtem of making "a 

| L 
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F o 
the exclufive part of government was continued, we ſhould approach to 
2 pure -—vievs: ma more than our Conſtitution warrants, or they I wiſh 
to ſee. I am not for a Democratic, any more than for an Ariſtocratie 
or Monarchie Government ſolely; I am for that admirable-mixture of 
the three that our inimitable and comprehenſive Conſtitution has eſta. 
bliſhed. I wiſh to ſee the executive part of government revert to where 
the Conſtitution has originally placed it, in the hands of the Crown, 
to be carried on by its Miniſters: Thoſe Miniſters, under the Controul 
of the People. I would not have Parliament made, as it daily is, a 
party concerned in every act of ſtate, whereby it becomes the executive, 
whicty it is not calculated, and loſes its ſuperintending and controul- 
ing power, which is the main end of its inſtitution; for when the two 
- Houſes: are previouſly pledged by addreſſes, votes, and reſolutions, it 
becomes extremely. di fi cult for them afterwards to cenfure meaſures, in 
which they have been ſo deeply engaged by acts of their own. Another 
at mconventency: avites from Parliament's taking ſo much of the exe- 
utive of Government on itſelf, Which is the exceſſive length of the 
Se Rons; an evil which of late has greatly increaſed. Now that Par- 


luiament is engaged in every detail in order to ſcreen the Miniſter, it cen 


pever-fmiſh iis buſineſs till the middle of ſummer, when the indepen- 
dent country gentleman, tired of à long attendance, and hot weather, in 
tan ãs retired to his private buſimeſs in the country, and that of the 
public left to be fettled in thin Houſes, by a few dependants of the Mi- 
niſter. A ſhort Seſſion of two or three months, would be ſufficient to 
enamine the expenditure-of ſotmer grants, to make new ones, to redreſs 
rievances, and paſs ſuch general laws as circumſtances might require. 
he inconueniency and expence to a private Member of Parliament in 
attending his duty, would then be trifling; and inſtead of forty Com- 
moners and three Peers to form a quorum to decide the greateſt matters 
of State, the attendance of two-thirds of each body, which would give 
, I their proccedings, might and ought to be required. 

4 am- alſo free to on my opinion, that when the Houſe of Lords 
ſhall be effectually prevented from having any influence in the Houſe of 
Commons, as 1 think it muſt by this bill, it ſhould at the fame time 
recover its equal right in every reſpect with the Houſe of Commons, as 
à co-ordinate branch of -the-Legiſlature, e. 
| Theſe ſentiments are, I think, conſonant to the idea fo well ex preſſed 

in your letter to the volunteer army of the province of Ulſter, to re- 
t ſtore to the Crown its original ſplendor, to Nobility its ancient privi- 
& leges, and to the Nation at large its inherent Rights“, 
I believe I have now troubled you with ell that is neceſſary concern- 
ing my Plan. My Bill will ſhew the detsil, as far as concerns the Houte 
of Commons, and the election of Scotch Peers; the regulations for re- 

ſtoring to the Crown its executive, and to the Houſe of Lords its deli- 
 berative functions, ſhould be added to, and form a part of this Bill; 
but I have not as yet had time and leiſure to prepare ibem. 

In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn my opinion concerning the 1ſt, gd, 
Ach, 6th; and 8th queſtions you have propoſed to me. There remain 
the 2d, 5th, and i -yo-te n E Th {66008067 
In reipett to the ſecond, which I preſume relates to the admiſſion of 
Roman Catholics to vote at elections, I can only ſay that the ſame princi- 

les which go to Civil Liberty, equally lead to liberty of conſcience. 
| Fadmire-with you the glorious ſpirit of toleration, which, you ſay, has 

united the once diſtracted inhabitants of Ireland into * 
9 | | | mals; 
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maſs; and I am ſure that nothing ſhort of evident danger to the State 
can warrant its interference in religious opinions. But, unacquainted 
as I am with the ſtate of T<land, it is impoſſible for me to know the 
preſent temper and diſpoſition of the Roman Catholics: there; and 
thoſe only who are on the ſpot can judge how far excluſions of this ſors 
are neceſſary, or ought to extend 1 86 
With regard to the fifth queſtion, if voting by ballot is adviſable ; 
Lam clearly of opinion that it is not. The idea of a ballot can have 
ariſen but to avoid the effect of ſome improper influence; and I con- 
ceive it much more noble, directly to check that influence, than indi- 
realy to evade it, by concealment and deceit. I am convinced that 
trivial circumſtancesin — 8 like this tend greatly to form the national 
character, and that it is moſt conſiſtent with that of a Britiſh, or Iriſh 
freeman, that all his actions ſhould be o and avowed, and that he 
| ſhould not be aſhamed of declaring in the face of his country whom he 
wiſhes to intruſt with its intereſts, Upon the ſame idea that ballots 
may be a cover for independence, they muſt alſo be a cloak for bribery, 
and a ſchool for lying and deceit. ME rely fog 

As to the 5th queſtion, whether it would not be equitable or expe+ 
dient that Boroughs, now in the poſſeſſion of individuals, ſhould be 
purchaſed by the nation ? 36S. . 

I think that although no man can have a ſtrict claim in equity to ba 
refunded the loſs. of What neither buyer nor ſeller had a wa as 
yet it will be wiſe to purchaſe the good will, or at leaſt to ſoften the 
reſiſtance of the preſent powerful poſſeſſors of Boroughs, by a moſt. 
ample.compenſation, The Liberties of a nation cannot be bought tog 
dear, but the whole coſt of theſe boroughs would not amount to the 
profits. of one jobbing contra, | | | 313 |: 
I have now anſwered all the queſtions you have been pleaſed to pro- 
pole, but I muſt mention another advantage which ought to recommend 
the meafures you are purſuing to every friend to the internal peace and 
quiet of the cingdom ; which is, that when the people have obtained a 
regular, legal, and ſpeedy way of giving effect to their ſentiments, there 


7 


can no longer be any apprehenſion of their endeavouring to redreſs 


themſelves by mobs and tumults; and even ſuch regular and well- con- 
ducted meetings as yours will become needleſs. I mention this circums | 
ſtance with the more ſatisſaction, as it ſtamps your conduct with the 
moſt unequivocal marks of diſintereſted patriotiſm. Power, when once. 
acquired, is generally endeavoured to be preſerved by its poſſeſſors; but 
you, after having taken up yours from neceſſity, and employed it uſe- 
fully, are now endeavouring, with unexampled virtue, to render its 
continuance unneceſſary, For great as your ſervices have been, in ſo 
ſoon forming a compleat army; in the advantages you have procured fog 
your country, in the good order you have preſerved, and inthe efficacy 
you have given to law, you will derive ſtill greater eredit, in my opi- 
nion, from 5 good ſenſe in ſeeing that a great military force totally 
unconneGed with the civil government cannot be a permanent eſtabliſh» 
ment in a free country, whoſe firſt principle is, NEVER TO TRUSE 
ABSOLUTE POWER IN ANY HANDS WHATEVER. + Your 
. endeavours to reſtore the Conſtitution to its purity and vigour-evis 
dently tend to make this and every extraordinary inſtitution unneceſſary; 
for hen the People are fairly and equall Las 1am 9 in Parliament, 
when they have annual opportunities of + Soap ng their Deputies, and 
through them of controulingevery abuſe of government in a _—_ 


| 1 64 J 
tegal way, there can be no longer any reaſon for recurring to thoſe ever 
datigerous' though ſometimes neceſſary expedients of an armed force, 

Which nothing but a bad government can juſtify. Such a magnanimous 
(nd to your proceedings, When, after having reſtored liberty, com- 
merce, and free government to your country, you ſhall voluntary retire 

to the noble character of private citizens, peaccably enjoying the bleſ- 
fings you have red, will crown your labours with everlaſting glo- 

_ ry, and is worthy the genuine patriotic ſpirit which animates the Iriſh 
J gn Tu ning ncc 107 3 ha tei 
Before I conclude, I beg leave to expreſs a wiſh, that the mutually 
eſſential connettion between Great Britain and Ireland may ſoon be ſet. 

| fled on ſome liberal and fair footing. That which did ſubſiſt was on ſuch 
narrow and abſurd principles that no friend to either kingdom can regret 

its loſs, Founded on conſtraint and dependence, incompatible with the 

condition of freemen, Ireland had an indiſputable right to diſſolve it when. 
ever ſhe choſe ſo to do. But ſurely, if we do not mean a total ſeparation, 
it would be right to agree upon ſome new terms by which we are to conti- 
nue connefted, I have always thought it for the intereſt of the two 
iflands to be incorporated and form one and the fame kingdom, with the 
fame legiflature meeting ſometimes in Ireland as well as in England: but 
if there are difficulties to ſuch an Union not to be got over at preſent, 
ſome ſort of federal: Union at leaſt between the two kingdoms ſeems neceſ- 
to aſcertain the many circumſtances that concern their joint intereſts; 
arid an Union of this ſoxt may now be formed with much greater pro- 
priety than before, as it will be ſanctifed by the free conſent of inde- 
JJ 
] do conceive that ſome ſtep of this fort is abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe 
the preſent footing, of ſeparation rather than union; is too unfair to be 
able long to ſubſiſt. England, beſides the load of the whole debt contracted |, 
for the uſe of both kingdoms, bears all the burden of naval defence and N 
foreign negociations, and by far more than its proportion of the land ſer- 
vice in time of war, But What is worſe, is, that there is no certainty now 
left that we ſhall have the ſame enemies and the fame friends; different in- 
tereſts; as they may appear; may lead one kingdom to think à war neceſ- 
ſary, and the other to remain in peace: the ſame King in the differ- 
ent kingdoms, may think. it wife to follow the advice of his reſpe&ive 
Parliaments : I need ſcarcely: add, that the unavoidable' conſequences of 
ſuch a difference are a war between the two kingdoms. Unleſs ſome ſet- 
tlement takes place upon theſe and many other important ſubjetts, I am 
far from being clear that it will be for the advantage of liber y in either 
kingdomgtthat its Monarch ſhould continue the ſovereign of a neighbour- 
ing ſtate with which it has no connection. I am ſenſible that chere ore 
gecat difficulties. attending the adjuſtment of ſuch an union, and that 
requires great wiſdom and temper to form it, eſpecially on the part of 

Ixeland, which muſt feel that ſhe ought to give the preponderance to 
Great Britain; but I am ſure: the buſineſs ought not to be neglected, 
and that every true friend to both kingdoms ought to give it his moſt 
zealous aſſiſtan rte. FFF 
zul beg pardon for having gone idto a ſubje& not immediately belonging 
to that upon which you have deſired my opinion; but I thought it fo con- 

_nefted- with it, and at the ſame ſo important, that 1 truſt you will 
s xcuſe my having introduced it. I fear I have been very long,” but 

it was. impoſlible: or me to compreſs ſo much matter into a leſs compaſs, 
- © and when you wiſhed to haye my opinion I thought it-beſtto/ 7 


# , 
5 C3; ; 1 
fully, or at leaſt as oy I could in a letter. If it contains one thought 
that can be uſeful, I ſhall be happy. I have only to aſſure the Com- 
mittee of the zeal I fol or the cauſe the Volunteers have undertaken, to the . 
ſupport of which I ſhall ever be ready to give 72 aſſi ſtance in my 
wer, and that it is with the higheſt reſpect and admiration for their 
conduct, that I have the honour, to be their moſt obedient, and moſt 
humble ſervant, | ; 
| ' RicumonD, &c. 
Aug. 15, 1783. 5 * 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Sharman. 6 | i 


Jo Mr. Henay Jor, Junior, Secretary of the Committee of Correſponds 
ah, ence, at Belfaſt, Wet 
Burton Hall, near Bedal, Aug. 22, 178g. 
S1R, "Soy | 5 
ACCORDING to your deſire, my anſwer to the queries of the 
Committee of Correſpondence at Belfaſt, was tranſmitted to Lieutenant 
Colonel Sharman, at Liſburn, on the zath inſtant. But wiſhing to 
guard againſt a miſcarriage, which in the hurry of a general election may 
be poſlible, I take the liberty to trobble you with a duplicate of my 


-  aniwer, > 


The Committee of Yorkſhire is expected to meet about the end of 
September ; when your letters, and the other papers communicated 
your reſpectable Committee, will be laid before the Yorkſhire gentle- 
men, I am firmly perſuaded they will rejoice at the NOBLE SPIRIT 
OF REFORMATION which has ariſen in IRELAND; they will 
fincerely wiſh to their worthy fellow - ſubjects, complete ſucceſs :' I truſt 
alſo, they will be ready to co-operate with them in any LEGAL M@DE 
which can be deviſed, mutually to aſſiſt each other in the laudable and 
neceſſary uridertaking, to obtain a SUBSTANTIAL REFORMATION 
IN PARLIAMENT, in the reſpective kingdoms of IRELAND and 
GREAT-BRITAIN. I am, Sir, with great reſpett, your moſt obedi- 
ent humble ſervant, « } | 


C. WYVII I. 
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Mr. WyvII I' Anſwer to the Queries propoſed to him by the Committee of 
Correſpondence at Belfaſt, | 


1. In all attempts by a free people to IMPROVE the frame of their 
LEGISLATURE, it ſeems adviſable, as much as may be poſſible, to pre- 
{erve ancient foundations, and to ſufferevery part of the fabric to ſtand, 
which is not abſolutely incapable of ſubſtantial repair. In my opinion, 
it is unneceſſary and — to disfranchiſe the 1 Boroughs 
in Ireland, in which the right of election is inveſted in a few perſons, 
In ſuch Boroughs, a DUuz EXTENSION of the xIGHT of sUFrFRAGE is 
ſufficient to obtain every deſirable purpoſe ; but all the little DEPOPU- 
LATED BOROUGHS OUGHT CERTAINLY TO BE DISFRAN- 
CHISED; and THEIR PRIVILEGE OF PARLIAMENTARY 


REPRESENTATION SH BE TRANSFERRED, to oppoſe 


thoſe 1 diſtricts which are UnaersE58NTED, or Whole ſhare of 
repre 


tation is INADEQUATE, - 


2, If 
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17 in conſequence of the ropoſed disfranchiſement. of the ſmalleſt 


2. 
claſs of Boroughs, a ſufficient ſhare of the repreſentation can be trans- 
ferred to the largeſt diſtricts, it does not ſeem neceſſary that the number 
of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons ſhould be increaſed, The liberty of 


the nation may be well protected by a Houſe of Commons, whoſe mem. 


bers do not exceed three hundred; if thoſe members be rI Rut con- 
NECTED WITH THE BODY OF THE NATION. But if from the paucity 
of Boroughs proper to be disfranchiſed, or from the 1nxLivencs op 
POWERFUL MEN intereſted to preſerve ſuch Boroughs, a ſufficient ſhare 
of the repreſentation cannot be transferred to the larger diſtricts; the 

reſent number of the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, compared with 
the elective body, is by no means ſo large as to forbid any addition of 


members. For what ſecures a Parliament in the intereſt of the public ? 


DUE ELECTION, AND A SPEEDY RETURN INTO THE 
COMMON MASS.—A Senate thus conſtituted would inſtantly feel 
what the community felt, and faithfully a& according to the wiſhes of 
their Conſtituents. Theſe are the eſſential requiſites in the formation 
and conduct of a Houſe of Commons; and where they are found it is 
of little moment whether the aſſembly conſiſts of three hundred perſons, 
or of any larger number, not exceeding thoſe limits, beyond which it 
is not eaſy to preſerve order in a deliberative aſſembly, On theſe 
grounds it may be preſumed, that no ſolid objection to an augmentation 
of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons could be offered, even if the preſent 


elective body were incapable of increaſe. But fince the time is perhaps 


arrived, or may not be very diſtant, when the Catholics of Ireland might 
be ſafely admitted a participation in the Right of Election, the difficulty 
wholly vaniſhes. 3 
III. Where property is very unequally diſtributed, ariſtocratical in- 
fluence will be found to operate extenſively; and no means can be 
deviſed completely to do; the community againſt the miſchievous 
conſequences of that influence, without a breach in the laws of pro- 
rty, which hardly ever can be juſtifiable, But regulations may be 
amed, by which the danger from the exceſſive power of the ariſto- 
cracy may be averted ; and in ſome tolerable degree that ſhare of influ. 
ence may be obtained by the people, without which they cannot poſſeſs 
a FREE conſtitution, or have any ſubſtantial ſecurity that the true in- 
tereſts of the nation will be ſteadily purſued by government. Laws 
EXTENDING THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE to fit claſſes of 
men; PROHIBITING BRIBERY AND EXPENCE AT ELEC- 
TIONS ; and FACILITATING THE VOTERS ACCESS TO THE 
PLACE OF POLING ; thoſe are the moſt obvious and effectual means 
by which the Commons may be protected againſt a domineering Ariſto- 
cracy, Without referring to the deſperate expedient of an Agrarian law. 
And fince the counties of Ireland are inadequately reprelented, and 
ſince the natural luxury of the rich, and the growing induſtry of the 
poor, will combine to leſſen the evil complained of, it ſeems adviſable 
that the county repreſentation ſhould be rein orced, and at the ſame time that 
every proper regulation to check the exceſs of ariftocratical influence, ſhould 
be introduce. ha Dis? | 
IV. The fourth query has been in ſome meaſure anſwered in the re- 
ly to the third. It ſeems not to admit a doubt, that the RIGHT OF 
UFFRAGE ſhould be extended to Ireland. But the difficult part of 
the queſtion is, to whom? Conſcious I am how delicate the 2 7 
l . | AUD 34 AK vs Mo) 15 
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is, I cannot, however, decline to give my ſentiments upon it with 
Jainneſs and unreſerved ſincerity. | on 
It is THE RIGHT OF MANKIND TO BE GOVERNED BY 
THEIR OWN CONSENT, given perſonally, or .by repreſentation. 
On this principle all juſt government has been originally formed. It 
was the principle on which our Saxon anceſtors founded their conſti- 
tution ; and though it muſt be admitted, that from the firſt introduction 
of a deputed aſſembly of the people in England; the principle never was 
ſtritly adhered to, and that in fact the RIGHT of ELECTION was 
not univerſally enjoyed, even before the ſtatute of disfranchiſement paſ- 
ſed in the eighth year of Henry the Sixth, yet the principle was {till 
appealed to, and by a legal fiction ſuppoſed to exiſt in 8 | | 
Such was the happy EQUALITY OF MANKIND in the earlier 
ſtages of ſociety, ill exchanged, in my opinion, for the glare and glitter 
of a more ſplendid ſcene, where the lob of the political happineſs of, 
the many is poorly compenſated by the pomp and magnificence of a few. 
individuals, 3 
In countries where property is equally divided, or nearly ſo, it can 
hardly be ſuppoſed that the UNLIMITED RIGHT of SUF FRAGE 
may not be eſtabliſhed. If ſuch an exception to all political experience 
ſhould occur, the circumſtances which could —— — the limitation, 
muſt be of a very extraordinary nature. But in ſtates Where property 
has been diſtributed with conſiderable inequality, ſome diminution of 
popular privileges has uſually taken place: and in far the greateſt part 
of the globe, where the extreme of riches and poverty almoſt divide 
each community, thoſe privileges have been trampled under the foot of 
their tyrannical rulers, and ſcarcely a veſtige of them is to be found; 
even in theſe free countries of Ireland and Britain, there ſeems to have 
been a culpable propeaſity to contratt theſe rights to a degree for which 
there was no CaBcient reaſon. The intereſts of mankind require. that 
the baſis of ſociety ſhould be broad; the rules of juſtice require that 
their NATURAL RIGHTS ſhould not be taken away, but upon proof 
of miſuſage, or political delinquency. I am ſatisfied, therefore, that 
where the right of Univerſal Suffrage has not been found actually in- 
conſiſtent with the public lafety, it ought not to be abridged. But in 
all caſes where the claims of individuals are incompatible with the pub- 
lic good, the privileges of a part of the community muſt be poſtponed 
to the welfare of the whole, For the law of ſelf-preſervation is to ſo- 
cieties, as to individuzls, an indefeaſible law ; and by that law ſocieties 
are ane which eject the full employment of the rights of citizens, 
perſons to Whom thoſe rights could not be continued without danger to 
the public. The election franchiſe may be conſidered as both a privi- 
lege and a truſt ; and men who have been found incapable of executing 
that truſt, in a manner advantageous to the community, are unkit to 
remain inveſted with it. That-truſt may be as properly taken from ſuch 
men, as by the conceſſion of the advocates for its wideſt extenfion, it 
may be withheld from women, minors, and perſons of ſome other de- 
{criptions, But men from whom this franchiſe has been taken, ought 
to be permitted to renounce their allegiance to the ſtate, and to transfer 
it to another. If, in this caſe, they acquieſce, under the deprivation, - 
without renouncing their allegiance to the ſtate, or even expreſſing any 
diſſatisfaction, their ac quieſcence would amount to a tacit acceptance 
of virtual repreſentation ; and they would ſtall be governed, as they 
ought to be, by their own conſeat. 
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In communities in which this deprivation has already taken place 
ſimilar reaſoning will determine to what claſſes of men the election 8 
chiſe ought to be reſtored, or may be juſtly refuſed. It ought to be re- 
ſtored to all who oy be reaſonably expected to exerciſe it for the public 
good, This is indiſputably clear; and it ſeems equally certain that it 
may be juſtly refuſed to all to whom it would be unſafe to impart it; 
whom candour would judge moſt likely to miſuſe their privilege, and 
to be guilty of that political delinquency for which their original depri- 
vation would be juſtiſiable. | | 
© Thoſe obſervations are alike applicable to the caſe of Britain, and of 
Ireland. In both countries numerous claſſes of men have been DE- 
PRIVED OF THIS FRANCHISE, but the liberal temper of the 
times, aided in each by ſome favourable concomitant e ang has 
brought thts queſtion to a ſerious diſcuſſion; WHAT RESTORATION 
OF THE RIGHT OF ELECTION OUGHT TO BE PROPOSED, 
OR IS FIT TO BE ESTABLISHED? The mere inequality of 
property alone, is by no means a valid objection to the moſt extenſive 
reſtoration. For if, from the love of order, juſtice, and liberty, pre- 
valent in the lower claſſes, and the meek and unambitious ſpirit of ſu- 
eriors, no material danger were to be apprehended from the influence 
of a wealthy ariſtocracy, or from numerous and frequent aſſemblies of 
the populace ; in ſuch circumſtances, notwithſtanding the unequal di- 
viſion of property, the Right of Suffrage might be SAFELY RESTOR- 
ED to the excluſive claſſes, and therefore it OUGHT NOT TO BE 
REFUSED. © | 3 N 
Whether Ireland be a country thus fortunately circumſtanced, or not, 
it behoves the delegates of Ulſter to conſider with ſtritt impartiality, 
In what degree the manners of the Iriſh people are corrupt, to what 
extent the property of their country is unequally diſtributed, the dele- 
tes will be moſt competent to judge, Bur if ariſtocratical power be 
und too predominant in the counties of Ireland, under the pre- 
ſent limitations of the right of election, as it is Rated to be in the letter 
of the 19th of july, by the Committee of Belfaſt, the extenſion of the 
right to perſons in a ſituation of abſolute dependence on the great, would 
render their power wholly irreſiſtible. If the capital contain a numer- 
ous and profligate 10 ulace, the periodical aſſemblies of that populace 
for the pui poſe of e es would too probably produce tumults, and 
all the wild and pernicious effect of frantic inſurrection. Evils like 
theſe would be more intolerable, than thoſe abuſes which are now ſo 
juſtly complained of; and unleſs ſome effectual remedy were ſpeedily 
applied to them, would lead Ircland through a ſeries of calamity, to the 
utter ruin of its conſtitution. AW | | 
Prefuming Ireland to be a country ngarly in this ſituation, I cannot 
venture to recommend the reſtoration of univerſal ſuffrage, In m 
opinion the circumſtances here deſcribed muſt be conſiderably altere 
before the refuſal of that unlimited privilege can be thought unjuſt, At 
preſent, the utmoſt length to which the right of election there ſeems 
Efely communicable, is to impart it to every claſs of men, who from the 
poſſeſſion” of property to ſome ſmall amount, may be thought likely to exerciſe 
their franchiſe freely, and for the public good. To concede the right of 
ſuffrage in Ireland beyond that boundary, appears not conſiſtent with 
national pruden&e, or the ſafety of the public; and therefore, in my 
l is not required by juſtice, In this opinion I am counte- 


nanced by the general prafice of the free ſtates of antiquity; I am 
TED | | ſupported 
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ſupported by that of modern Europe, and the more recent example of 
America, In the American Republics, property is more equally divided, 
and the manners of the 2 are more ſimple, orderly, aud incor- 
rupt, than they are in theſe kingdoms. And yet in — of them 
qualification of propeny has been thought neceſſary to intitle inhabitants 
to the rights of voting. In Maſſachuſetts, and ſome other American 

ſtates, the landed qualification exceeds that of any Engliſh freeholder. 
I ſhould be {till farther confirmed in theſe ſentiments, if the excluded 
clafles diſcovered no anxiety to regain this important privilege, even 
when it became the ſubject of national debate. For why ſhould the 
work of POLITICAL REFORMATION be loaded with great, and 
perhaps inſurmountable difficulties, by ſtruggling to impart to the non- 
electors, /a franchile which they are neither likely to exerciſe with diſ- 
cretion, nor ſolicitous to obtain ? | v | Ry 

By the rule here ſuggeſted, all perſons paying taxes within the coun 
ties, cities and boroughs of Ireland, would be comprehended among their 
voters; and to the county electors alſo would. be added perſons holding 
land by copyhold, by leaſehold for life, or a term exceeding thirty years, 
equal in value to the preſent frechold qualifications, 

By the ſame rule it is underſtood, that Catholics of a fimilar qualifi- 
cation in property, would be admitted to the choice of repreſentatives, 
together with their Proteſtant brethren. | 44 

It muſt be confeſſed, that this conceſſion to humanity and liberal 

licy, could not be propoſed in Britain with any proſpett of ſucceſs, 
But Ireland, by granting a complete toleration td Catholics, has diſ- 

layed the true ſpirit of candour and equity. And on this great 0cca-: 
Ron of REFORMING ITS CONSTIFUTION, the ſame equitable 
ſpirit will naturally lead that country not to exclude thoſe men from 
THE PRIMARY RIGHT OF CITIZENS, by whoſe aſſiſtance its 
own independence and dignity were obtained. The Catholics of for- 
mer ages may have been juſtly degraded from tke claſs of electors, be- 
cauſe. an attachment to a foreign Potentate, dangerous to the peace and 
welfare of their country, may then have formed an eſſential part of 
their religious creed. But why ſhould men, whoſe religious opinions 
are now deemed inoffenſive to the ſtate, and therefore fit to be tolerated 
by law, be thought uufit to concur with their fellow-citizens in the 
election of repreſentatives? The eſtabliſhed yeligion would be ſecure 
as it is at prefent ; becauſe Catholic voters could not elect Catholic re- 
preſentatives. However their mode of Chriſtianity may be diſapproved, 
E neceſſary it may be to e the re-admiſhon of that ſyſtem, 
as the religion of our country, and no perſon diſapproves it more com- 
pletely, or would. reſiſt its eſtabliſhment more ſtrenuouſly, than the 
writer of this paper; yet ſurely in mere matters of civil concern, tha 
rofeſſion of errors allowed to be harmleſs to the ſtate, ought not to be a 
diſqualification, —Surely Chriſtians of every fect ought to be permitted 
to enjoy thoſe political privileges, from which perſons untinctured by 

any religion are not excluded. 1351 | 
If, on this occaſion, the right of ſuffrage ſhould be extended to Ca- 
tholics, let them receive the indulgence not from the inſidious clemency_ , 
of a Court, but from the friendſhip and magnanimity of their Proteſtanc; 
fellow-ſubjects, and the peace and liberty of Ireland will be unhurt by 

the conceiſion. | ; 
V. Elections by ballot ſeem to be unadviſeable. In places where no 
undue influence can be exerted, the concealment of the ballor is totally 
unneceitary 
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unneceſſary. But where the influence is predominant, it ought to be 
reliſted, not by a practice encouraging cewardly diſingenuity and breach 
of promiſe, but by open and honourable means; by means conſonant 
with truth, integrity, and the courageous ſpirit of liberty, - _ 
VI. THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS OUGHT TO BE 
LIMITED TO A SHORTER TERM THAN EIGHT YEARS, 
If it ſhould be found as practicable to obtain ANNUAL as TRIENNIAL 
PARLIAMENTS, the preference in point of efficacy ſeems due to 
Annual Parliaments, But the beneficial effect of Triennial, or of An- 
nual Parliaments will not be felt till the Repreſentation has been meliorated, 
and "ELECTIONS have been rendered UNCORRUPT AND INEx- 
PENSIVE. 8 | | 
VII. It would be expedient that a ſatisfaftory compenſation ſhould be 
given by the nation to the Proprietors of thoſe Boroughs which may be 
aboliſhed. If this were underſtood to be the intention of the public, a 
leſs animated oppoſition to the disfranchiſement of boroughs might be 
expected. But a more harſh mode of Reformation would diſguſt and 
exaſperate individuals, which would be extremely imprudent, When a 
light expence tothe whole kingdom might purchaſe their acquieſcence, 
and preſerve general harmony, | [IT ET 
\ + Undoubtedly a compenſation is what ſtri& juſtice does not enjoin 
the nation has an abſolute right to revoke privileges which are become 
 Injurious to its welfare; but in the view of equity, as well as that of 
policy, this more lenient mode of correcting abuſes which time has in- 
troduced, without any marked criminality of the preſent Proprietors, 
ſeems to be preferable. MIO SS er . | 
VIII. From the a which have been returned to the former 
queries, my opinion reſpecting the eighth and laſt query, in ſome mea- 
jure might be e Buk whe riply to the wk inns rtant queſtion 
of them all, ſhall not be leſs explicit than thoſe which have been al- « 
ready given. If then I had the honour to be delegated to attend the 
meeting at Dungannon, my preſent ideas on the ſubje& would lead me, 
1. To recommend with all poſſible earneſtneſs, the ABOLITION | 
OF EVERY SMALL AND DECAYED BOROUGH ; and the gift ' 
of a reaſonable compenſation to every perſon immediately affected by 
that act, with permiilion to the disfranchiſed electors to vote at ien 
for their reſpettive counties. | £8. 
2. To propoſe the REINFORCEMENT OF THE REPRESEN- 
TATION, by transferring to the counties, the capital, and the conſider- 
able unrepreſented towns, if there be any ſuch in Ireland, the members 
taken from the disfranchiſed boroughs, and alſo by adding to them as 
many new members, as might be neceſſary clearly to turn the balance of 
Legiſlative Power in favour of the counties, principal cities and towns, 
Which form the body of the nation, and in which the ſtrength of the 
Iriſh Democracy reſides. . 
g. To ſuggeſt the utility of EXTENDING THE RIGHT OF 
SUFFRAGE to all perſons paying taxes to counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs; to all a eaters and leaſcholders for life, or a term exceed- 
ing thirty years, the yearly value of whoſe eſtates ſhall be at leaſt forty 


ſhillings; and alſo the propriety of admitting Chriſtians of every deno- 
mination to the equal exerciſe of the moſt important RIGHT OF A 


CITIZEN, | OY 
4. To adviſe a SHORTER DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, 


' preferring ANNUAL FARLIAMENTS to TRIENNIAL, if equally f 
altainable. | | 
; 5s. And 


L 6: 1 | 


g. And for ſecuring the advantages of thoſe. meaſures, in fu 
extent, to recommend the ſtrifteſt prohibition of BRIBERY AN 
EXPENCE AT ELECTIONS, and regulations facilitating to the re- 
ſpective voters the excrciſe of their franchiſe. e 3 

Such are the fur R MENS Which appear to my mind moſt pratctica- 
ble, ſafe, and efficacious, in the preſent State of Ireland. TO R 
STORE TO THE PEOPLE, UNARMED, THEIR JUST AN 
NECESSARY CONTROUL OVER THE REPRESENTATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. | | | 

To ſome of the Delegates at Dungannon, theſe propoſitions might 
appear not extenſive enough, To many more, perhaps, they might 
appear too extenſive to be at once adopted with prudence. | 

Having, therefore, offered theſe propolitions to the meeting, I ſhould 
think it ill became me to adhere to them with pertinacity, On the con- 
trary, it would be moſt ſuitable to my very limited experience and im- 

erfe& knowledge of Iriſh affairs, and alſo more conducive to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Ar cavss, to ſubmit my opinion with deference to better 
informed judgments, and to accede to a leſs extenſive plan for a ſub- 
ſtantial REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT; in favour of which 
a more general concurrence of the Volunteers might be probable, . For 
that is the beſt Plan of Reformation, which is the moſt effectual that is 
like to be attained, | | | 

The means for obtaining thoſe regulations, or other improvements, 
which may be deemed more ſalutary, are ſufficiently obvious; to reſtore 
a declining conſtitution, is the duty, the intereſt, and the peculiar office 
of the collective body. Self-reformation is as odious a taſk to corrupt 
aſſemblies of men, as it is to profligate individuals. A degenerate Par- 
liament will never ſeriouſly engage in that buſineſs, but from the im- 
pulſe of the age: wir By their active zeal, the work of xzrORMATION 
muſt be begun ; by their firmneſs and perſeverance it muſt be finiſhed, 
In a more tolerable condition of Parliament, it would be ſufficient to 
ſtate an abuſe ; and of its own accord an xontsrt Houle of Commons 
would immediately apply the proper correction. But when the miſ- 
chief lies in the frame and dilpoſition of Parliament itſelf, it behoves 
the People not only to ſpecify their grievance, but to point out on what 
principle, and to what extent they expect redreſs, —For, if the popular 
complaint be well founded, Parliament cannot be qualified to judge for 
the People with due impartiality ; nor indiſpoſed ſpontaneouſly to grant 
that mode of Reformation which may appear belt adapted to promote 
their happineſs. Hence proceeds the principal difficulty of this great 
enterpriſe, When the claim of independence was the object of purſuit, 
there was but one ſimple propoſition every Iriſhman was agreed, If 
the Volunteer Aſſemblies ſhould deliberate apart on the general queſtion 
only, Whether a REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT be expedient ? 
there is little reaſon to apprehend any material diverlity of opinion 
would ariſe, But if the queſtion to be conſidered, ſhould be, What 
ſpecific Plan of Reformation is moſt fit to be propoſed to Parliament the 
diſcuſhon of that propoſition in many diſtin aſſemblies might unha 

ily divide the Volunteers. The REFORMATION OF PARLIA- 

ENT is an ample field of ſpeculation, in which the ſentiments of wile 
and good men may be widely different. It is a ſubject of the higheſt 
practical importance, on which thoſe various ſentiments may be main- 
tained with warmth and eagerneſs, In the progreſs of thole diſputes, 


the Provincial Meetings might form different opinions: they might be 


heated; 


% 
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eated; might be alienated ; the ill offices of artful and intereſted men 
ight increaſe the diſguſt ; till the formation of a general opinion in 
favour of any ſpecific plan, would become exceedingly difficult, if not 
wholly impracticable. In order to guard againſt fo fatal diſunion, it 
ſeems advifeable, if the ſpecific Plan ought to originate from the People, 
that a GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES from every part 
of Ireland ſhould meet, and determine what that ſpecific plan ſhould be. 
By ſuch a meeting the union of the Volunteers might be completely 
reſerved ; and the application from that meeting for an effectual redreſs 
df Parliamentary Abuſes would be preſented to Parliament with the 
weight and authority of the whole collective body. It is needleſs to 
add, that their requiſition uus r be complied with. | 
Such is the judgment which I have formed on the moſt impartial con- 
ſideration of the queries tranſmitted for my opinion by the Committee 
of Belfaſt, 1 feel myſelf much honoured by the gentlemen who have 
called forth my ſentiments on this momentous -occaſion,—By impoſing 
that honourable taſk upon me, they have committed to my hands an 
important truſt, which I am bound to execute with ſcrupulous fidelity, 
with conſcientious fincerity. I am but too well convinced, that what 
I have been able to ſuggeſt, deſerves not much of their attention. But 
the opinion now given has been formed, and delivered under a ſenſe of 
duty. And if this communication offer nothing elſe, which may be 
fortunate enough to meet their approbation, yet I am confident the De- 
legates of Ulſter will approve the freedom and integrity of my anſwer. 
As a man I fincerely wiſh the enjoyment of liberty, in its moſt ample 
extent, to men in every climate and 2 but as fellow - ſubjects, I 
am deeply and more peculiarly intereſted in the welfare and happineſs of 
Irifhmen. When the Volunteers of Ireland ſucceſsfully ed the 
| Honour and 1XDEPENDENCE of their country, I rejoiced at its emanci- 
23 from an injurious controul. When they aboliſhed Perſecution, 
and gave pezce and ſecurity to millions of their oppreſſed brethren, my 
heart concurred and approved the deed. When they checked the cor- 
rupt Profuſion of the Public Money, I joined with every virtuous man 
in applauding this prelude to a more important Reformation. To reſtore 
a finking Conſtitution, is their laſt and a labour. It is a taſk 
whoſe difficulty can only be exceeded by the immenſe advantages reſult- 
ing from the performance. es elſe can give permanent ſecurity 
to the freedom and proſperity of Ir 
by which the Volunteers gained thoſe benefits to their country ſhall be 
relaxed, unleſs a radical RerormatioONn OT ParLiawnent ſhall have 
been firſt accompliſhed, the benefits themſelves will not be of long dura- 
tion: They will be loſt again, or they will be left under circumſtances of 
Public diſtreſs, in which the enjoyment will be impoſſible, The miſchief 
of a factious and corrupt'Government will be felt once more; Miniſterial 
Profuſion will again ſeduce the Senate, and impoveriſh the community. 
n this ſtare of things, liberty will be precarious, and commerce and 
uſtry will be undoue. And then, when the poor Catholic is ſtarving 
for want of employment, toleration itſelf will be to him a comfort of 
little avail. Even-the joy excited in the public mind by the acquiſition 
of independence will ſoon fink, and be loſt in the ſuperior ſenſe of do- 
meſtic miſery. But I truſt a different, and far happier ſcene is juſt ready 
to open upon Ireland. From the vigour and virtue of Irih pe apes 
conducted by the wiſdom of their Delegates, a ſubſtantial REFORMA+» 
FION' OF-PARLIAMENT, with every national bleſſing in its train, 


hy, 


eland. When the zeal and ſpirit 


nd £1 8h” t 2 — 


ee 


6 3 


nh eee ee eee 


» ee 


* 
-4 


Cs 1 


vo 

N expected. Let them but perſeyere in the fame” fpiritbd. 
temperate, and legal condu@, which hitherto has marked their Are 
ter with Honour ;—LzT THEM BE FIRM—LET THEM BE UNANIMOUS; . 
and in this juſt and neceſſary undertaking, as in all the reſt, IHE, 
VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND will command that ſucceſs Vine, | 
they: ſo well ren er 2 ee 
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At a Meeting 'of Delegates of Ven e Corps, beld at LN 
8th of September, 1783, Colonel Janzs STEWART, of the Tyrone 


Regiment, in the, Chair, the nn Reſolutions were unanimouſly, 
entered into: | \ 6s VF 


I; Reſolved a That FREEDOM is the PO PT 
BIRTH-RIGHT of Iriſtimen and Britons, derived from the Author of 
their being; and of which no rower o EARTH, MUCH LESS 4 PR- 
LECATED POWER,” hath a Tight to deprive them, * 

II. Reſolved unanimouſly, That THEY ONLY, are free, who ate 
governed by no LAS but thoſe to which THEY ASSENT, either 5 
themſelves in-perſon, or by their Repreſentatives freely choſen, ſubj 
to the CONTROUL and RETURNING into the COM? ION 
MASS of CONSTITUENTS. _ * | 

III. eſolved unznimouſly, That 4 rity of our ' Houſe 0 ommons 
is NOT choſen by the People, but" e io andate of. TE or Com . 
_ moners,. either for indigent boroughs, where ſearcely any inhabitants 

vexiſt, or conſiderable cities and towns where the e eQive franchiſe is 

veſted in a few.; who are thus ſuffered to place the higheſt truſts of fo- 
ciety againſt the intereſt and will of the many, in p, = hands of men, 
who ſeldom act as if oy! conſidered themſelves accountable for their 
conduct to the People. 
. IV. Reſolved unanimouſly, That by the ancient conſtitution of Par- 
liaments, elections of Repreſentatives were for centuries ANNUAL, 
ind in many inſtances more "AR; and the exerciſe of ſuffrage, 
among freemen, UNIVERSAL. © 

V. Reſolved unanimouſly, That every approach \ to thoſe fundamen- 
tal principles, tends to a xENOVATION of, got ary [INNOVATION in the 
Conſtitution. ' | 

VI. Reſolved unanimouſly, That che eledve franchiſe, ou git, of 
right, to extend to all choſe, anv THO ON Ly, who are likely to ex· 

exciſe it for the publie good. 

VII. Reſolved unanimouſly, that the p reſent INADEOUATE. RE- 
PRESENTATION, arid the LONG DURATION OF PARLIA- 
MENTS, deſtroy that Balance, which, by our Conſtitution, ſhould 
ſubſiſt between the Three Eſtates of the Legiſlature ; render the Commons“ 
Houſe independent of the People, progure certain majorities in favour of 
every Adminiſtration ; and threaten' either an Arft MonarcHy,. 
or, that, ſtill more-odious ng yn a Tyx4xvwicar AkistOcxacy. 

VIII. Reſolved; therefole, That THE PRESENT IMPERFECT 
REPRESENTATION- AN B LONG DURATION OF PARLI 
MENTS, ARE Ne n . "AN INTOL ABLE 
GRIEVANCES, | ee e 28 Belk o99 

Y Ix. 3 


[16 ] 


= Reſolved. unanimouſly, That as the voice of the Commons of 

nd is no leſs neceſfary 1 Sety legiſlative L than that of 

either Tye King or Lords, dle ave @ fu and inherent RIGHT to 

corref the Ai. of- 1 whenever ſuch abuſes ſhall have ſo 

excreſed, a as to rob them of their conſtitutional ſhare in theis own Co- 
ment. 

X. Reſolyed unanimou That it is the rears of 8 

itſelf to effect a ſubſtantial EFORM, as the very exiſtence of that aſ. 
ſembly muſt become precarious when it ſhall loſe the confidence of the 
People, to whom originally it owed i its rr — en whom alone 
its A N. were derived. 

. I. Reſolved unanimouſly, That wg n LY - rise oux- 
SELVES'to each other and our country, to ſeek a $FEEDY AND-EFFEC- 
TVAL' REDRESS Of THESE OUR GR ances, and to co-vperate with 
We cel for the” in every exertion neceſſary to obtain it. 

* call for the aid of every upright Senator; of every man, whe- 

her in Ireland or Great Britain, who dear or wiſhes to 3 the 
Rf a Freeman 

. Reſolved avanumeuſie, That we hes tended auth ae 

| A e noble, though hitherto ineffeQual efforts, of thoſe. illuſtrious 

characters and virtuous citizens, who, in England and Scotland, ſtre- 
nuduſly labour to procure redreſs of -fmilar grievances May the ex- 
ample of the ſiſter nations, mutually animate the inhabitants of each to 
l with vuremiſting ardour, until the * labour be finally ( 
cy eat 4 G4 1 
SUE Reſolved unanimouſly, That « Committee of five; erben: from 
| each county, be now choſen by ballot, to repteſent this province in a 
rand NA IONAL CONVENTION to be held at noon-1n the Royal 
Exchange, Dublin, on the ieth day of November next; to which we- 
traſt. each of the :ather - provinces will ſend Delegates,-to digeſt and 

2 Publiſh 2 PLan of, PARLIAMENTARY RErorn—to purſue ſuch meaſures 
as may appear to them moſt likely to render it effectual to adjourn from 

time to time, and to convene provincial meetings, if found neceſſary. 

ATV, Reſolved. unanimouſly, That it be an inſtruction to ſaĩd Com- } 
2 that t Ne Delegates from each county do prepare, and carry with 
| Born to the atianal Convention, an aceaunt of all the cities, towns and 
Boroughs in this province; the mode of dleftion in ſuch as at preſent re- 
| Dan as near as may be the proportionate number of Proteſ- 
tant and Roman Catholic inhabitants in each; and a conjefture of their 

comparative properties. 

XV. Reſolved, unanimouſly, That wo are decided in eb that 
Repreſentatives of the People ought not in future to conſent to any 
Bil of Supply for a longer term than twelve months: nor more than 


by Lag nant a complete redreſs: of 25 aforclaid we be ob- 


f Ak ech Prax of Par grenze Rerorn being produced and 


the Committee of Correſ 
70 Neſte unanimouſſy, That An aid: plan be. referred to the confdera- 
of the National Convention. 
"Th Addreſs of the firſt regiment of thedriſh Boigado, to the Chair- 
of this Aﬀogtation, on the-1 5th. of Feb. 1702, being read: 
e unanimouſly, * _ —— 8 the a 1 
e of the rabation e e ; that we 
2 Wo of of, | and we Tan be happy in operating with fuck 


SIe 


\ 


pfteſent an eminent inſtance of the protecting hand of heaven; hilſt 
tho progreſſive virtue and general union of the people, naturally prompt 


165 J | 
ral and patriotic men, in effefting the complete liberty and happineſs 
of thei {pol people of this kingdom. ee an , 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this meeting be preſented 
to Lieutenant · Colonel Sharman and the Gentlemen of the Committee of 
Correſpondence, for their great trouble in collecting information of 4 
Parliamentary Reform, and for their ability and zcal in digeſting matter 
for the meeting of this day. e | | 1 

Reſolved unani*:ouſly, That the thanks of this meeting be preſented 
to the Lord Biſhop of Derry, for his attendance and aſſiſtance in the 
buſineſs of this day; for his warm attachment to the Volunteer cauſe 3 
and for proving himſelf the ſteady friend to the liberties of Ireland 
upon all occaſions, pb 0424 0g tg ths: | * 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the fincere thanks of this 1 be 
returned to the inhabitants of Dungannon, for their very polite con _ 
and - the Dungannon batalion for their vigilant conduct when on guat l 
this ay. | . ge 


. 


Colonel Robert Stewart having taken the chair: | | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that the particular thanks of this meeting be 

preſented to Col. J. Stewart, for his very great propriety of conduct 

in the chair. | . A e 


4 


To the VoruxTEZI AAMIESs of the Provinces of Munstin, Lz1x- 
EA and ConNAUGur. | Es 

Fellow Subjefts, F 

IHE tranſcendent events. which our united efforts have prod 


them to revive the ſpirit of an unrivalled conſtitution, and to vindicate 


the inherent Rights of Men. 8 8 
The moſt important work yet remains; which neglected, our paſt at- 


- 


tainments are. tranſitory, unſubſtantial, inſecure In extenſion to thous 


{ands of our beloved fellow-citizens of a franchiſe, comprehending the 
very ESSENCE OF L1naERTY ;—and drawing the line which preciſely 
ſeparates the freeman from the ſlave. , 
Suffer us, therefore, to conjure you by every endearing tie that con · 
nets man with man, with unceaſing zeal to purſue one of the moſt glo- 
rious objects that ever agitated the human mind; a reſtoration of Virtue 
to a Senate long unaccuſtomed to ſpeak the voice of the People; à fe- 
novation of the ancient balance of our. government; and a fm eſta - 


bliſhment of the firſt gifts of nature, on the kuixs of an avowed cor- 


ruption, at once the bane of morals and of liberty. Bo ihe 2 
Fiom à grand National Convention diſtinguiſned by integrity, and 
inſpired with the courageous (gyrit of the conſtitution—every bleſſing 
mult reſult, 8 ” 

With one voice then—the voice of united millions, let Ireland aſſert 
her claim to Freedom ! + HB * 

Through her four Provincial Aſſemblies let her temperate declara- 
tions flow to one common center; and there, matured into an extenſive 
PLAN of REFORM, be produced as the ſolemn Res of the Volun- 
teer Army of Ireland; as x DEMAND of RIGHTS, robbed of which 


the unanimated forms of a free government would be a curſe z and exiſt» 
ence itſelf ceaſe to be a bleſſing, gg. 93 thy 


Y n Friends 


L 46 3 
„ nde ene Cee 
he eye of an enlightened world, is this in ſtant upon us! Munſter 
has, in part, already led the way; and millions of our fellow · ſubjects 
of Britain, in whom the flame of liberty ſtill burns with luſtre, behold 
with delight our exertions in the common cauſe; and in our ſucceſs, ſee 
the certain harbinger of their own! _ e 00, EIS) 
Let the reflection that Greece, the ſeat of liberty and of ſcience; 
that Rome, the miſtreſs of the world; and that innuiverable ſtates, once 
flouriſhing and free, now laying proſtrate by the hand of Tyranny, teach 
Ireland wiſdom. To our deliberate aſſemblies they convey awful warning 
| to be-ſpirited, unanimous, and firm; leſt the — condition - 
of other countries be ſoon the fate of our WW! * 
May the Supreme Rulet of the Univerſe crown his other bleſſings, 
by being preſent with us; by promoting union and the love of our coun- 
try among all ranks of men; and by finally direfting our exertions to 
virtue, ty, and peace! „5 e 
ZR | === 1 ä 
Copy of a Letter from Dr. Pr1ct to Lieut. Colonel SuakMAx, Chairmai 
| 4 the Committee of Correſpondence, appointed by the Forty-feve Volunteer 
orps aſſembled at Liſbon on the firſt of July, 17583. | 


81, 


1 THINK myſelf greatly honored by the letter addreſſed to me in 
the name of the Committee of which you are Chairman. It is indeed 
with more ſatisfaction than I can expreſs, I find that the People of Ire- 
land, after reſcuing their trade ahd their Legiſlature from the oppreſſion 
of a fiſter kingdom, are now undertaking io reſcue themſelves likewiſe from 
an internal oppreſſion, no leſs inconſiſtent with their liberty, The occaſion 
1 great, and the undertaking important arid arduous in the higheſt de-) 
gree. Should they be bleſſed with ſucceſs, they will have completed 
their own happineſs, and exhibited an example whith will fot ever ſhine 
in the annals of mankind. The ſubjoined paper'* will fhew that I rh 


"a. 


eh ARMED VOLUNTEERS of IRELAND:  _ 
A native of England, but a citizen of the world; and à warm friend 

to UNIVERSAL LIBERTY, congratulates them with fatisfacs | 
tion on their, ſucceſs in obtaining, without bloodſhed; that precious 
blefling for which torrents of blood have been ſhed in America; and 
rejoicing in their emancipation; he wiſhes to propoſe to them the fol · 
lowing jueries: , ba rs] 5 5 
it, aving ſeized the favorable opportunity. which the war with 
America has offered them, ſhould they riot be 'anxious about improving 
it to the Utmoſt, from a convittion that ſuch another opportunity may 
never offer itſelf? _ 2 of | 1 | 
Adly, Having ſucceeded in making themſelves free externally, ſhould 
it not be their concern to make themſelves free internally And while 

they want the one, can they poſſeſs any juſt ſecutity for the other? 

"gdly, Is not a free. and equal Repreſentation eſſential to the internal 
77% —ͤ 
Ahl, Is Ireland poſſeſſed of ſuch a repreſentation? Or, is not, on 

the contriry, 4 vaſl majority of its Houſe of Commons choſen; not by = 

the People, but, as in England, by d few grandets and beggars f 7 5 8 

e pdt oerank | 4 | genlys 
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MANKIND which has lately taken place there : and had it influenced 


r Tug R—_—_—_ Yo) dan im. 


| in a ſtate (that is, every one who can be ſuppoſed to have a will and 


all by aiming at too much, the attempts of enlightened men ſhou 


its emulation, and rendering it aſhamed of its own CORRUPT an 
MOCK REP gf 


| [ 67 ] 
been for ſome time wiſhing. they would carry their views to this object 
It was ſhewn to Mr. Grattan ve a year ago, and written when the 
Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Shelburne; Lord Camden, Mr. Pitt, 
and other friends to a Pax LiamgENTARY RETORnu, were in power. 
We are now governed by an odious Coalition, formed between Whigs 
and the conductors of the late war, to gratify ambition and party rage, 
by cenſuring the peace. Theſe united parties are in general hoſtile to 
Reformation; and this will make it more difficult for the People of Ire- 
land to ſucceed in their views; but NOTHING CAN BE DIF FI. 
CULT TO A PEOPLE DETERMINED TO RECOVER THEIR 
RIGHTS, IF UNANIMOUS AND FIRM.— The motive com- 
monly urged to check ſuch exertions . not to diſturb what is quiet, 
would prevent all improvements, and perpetuate darkneſs and ſlavery 
amongſt mankind. It would, in particular, had it influenced in Ame- 
rica, have prevented the Rxvorurtion in favor of the RIGHTS OF 


Ireland, it would have prevented that emancipation of its Trade and 
Legiſl:tion, which has been lately ſo happily elfecked. The bleſſings of 
legitimate government and a free conſtitution are incſtimable;. Joo much 
cannot be ſacrificed to poſſeſs them: and no country poſſeſſes them where 
the body of the people, equally and fairly repreſented; have not the chief 
ſhare in the power of government. I 
I can By no means pretend to that degree of information and know- 
ledge, which is neceflary to enable me to give any proper anſwer to the 
ueries contained in your letter; and the ſhortneſs of thy time between 
this and the 20th of Auguſt, together with the diſſipated ſtate Tam now 
in at Brighthelmſtone, will not allow me to be very full and explicit. 
The Committee, will, therefore, I hope, accept the following general 
obſervations, as the belt reply to their queries that I can at preſent give: 
The principles of Civil Liberty require that every independent agent 


judgment of his owti } ſhould have a voice in the choice of his governors, 
But it has been ſeldom ptacticable to extend the right of voting ſo far. 
In America, where new forms of government are eſtabliſhed, more li- 
beral than any the world has yet ſeen, this tight is limited to. perſons 
who pay taxes and poſſeſs property. Perhaps it may not be prudent in 
Ireland to goeven this length; In theſe caſes; to avoid the danger of lojng 

be 


governed 


- 5thly; By eſtabliſhing an equal Repreſentation, may not the People of 
Ireland do their filter kingdom a moſt important ſervice, by provokin 
RESENTATION? 24 
_ bthly, Have they not reaſon to expect, from the liberality of the new 
Miniſters, and the endeavouts which ſome of them are now uling to 
gain an equal Repieſentation of England, that they will rejoice to ſes 
this work undertaken in Iteland, and give it their encouragement and 
ſupport ? TOs TAY | 5 mw 
Laſtly; Is it not therefore almoſt cettain, that the Volunteers and Pa- 
triots of Ireland will eaſily ſucceed, in this undertaking, if they ſet 
themſelves to it with that glorious zeal which they have hithetto dif- 
covered, and by which they have exhibited to the world an example of 
public ſpirit and virtue ſcarcely ever before known, and which mull rea- 
der them the admiration of future ages? 


L 8 J | 
ned by a regard to what is moſt- praticable, conſidering the 
nt circumftances, and the attachment which always prevails * 
country to old eſtabliſnments. In England I have withed that 'the 
Friends of Reformation had confined their views at preſent to the exten- 
how of the right of vsting to copy-holders, and leaſe-holders; and the 
fubſttution of a hundred knights for counties for a hundred members 
for boroughs. This, though in theory unſpeakably too little, would 
have been a very important reform and leſs than this I have not thought 
much worth contending for, The people in Ireland are more alive, 
and therefore, probably, much mote may be attempted there with ſuc. 
ceſs. But how much more I am not qualified to fay, Suppoſe the right 
F voting wa? extended to all who 4 pr of a- certain value, and 
every county divided into ſix diſtricts, each of which ſhould chuſe one 
repreſentative, leaving the remaining repreſentatives to be choſen by 
the largeſt towns and boroughs : Would this be too great an object? Is 
it too much to be undertaken without deſtroying unanimity ? *  _ - 
The Duration of Parliament ſeems a point of .leſs conſequence. . If 
choſen by the people at large, they will be Hort; for it is impoſſible 
that a 2 ſhould not ſee that the long poſſeſſion of power will cor- 
rupt, and that their fecurity again ſt an abuſe of power depends on keeping 
their REPRESENTATIVES IN A CONSTANT STATE OF DE- 
- PENDENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY, by 25 4 
If, on the contrary, Parliaments are nat choſen by the People, ſhort- 
ening their duration will be no remedy.” They will not for this be leſs 
wſurpations and mockenes, Ws {40S | 
- ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS ſeem to me preferable to Parliaments 
of any longer duration; not only becauſe they keep the reprefentative 
| body mote ſubject to the controul of its conſtituents, but alſo becauſe 
being choſen more frequently, they will be choſen more of courſe, and 
with leſs tumult and riot. : a xs | 4 
There ſeems to be no reaſon for changing the number of the Repre- 
ſentative body in Ireland. Ys Brgy OY 
I am ſo much an enemy to perſecution, that I cannot help wiſhing 
the right of voting could be extended to Papiſts f property, in common 
with Proteſtanis. It is UNJUST to DEPRIVE any man of his 
RIGHT on account of his RELIGION, unleſs ſelf-de ence; makes it 
 abfolutely neceſſary. The danger from Papiſts is perhaps mote produced 
the penal laws 2gainſt them, than by their religion. Theſe detach 
them from the reſt of the community, give them a ſeparate intereſt, and 
make them enemies. Why ſhould not a Papiſt be attached to the liber- 
ties of his country as well as a Proteſtant, if he is allowed to ſhare in 
them? In truth, a country Which allows him no right, he cannot 
reckon his country. It is nothing to him whether it is enflaved of free; 
nor (an he care what becomes of it, 5 92 „ ; 
If there is any remedy for the evil which occaſions the objection 
againſt increaſing the number of members ſor counties, it is that exten- 
bon of the right of voting and diviſion of counties into diſtricts which 
i have mentioned. a ; I | BE 
The Proprietors of the enſlaved Boroughs do not ſeem, in reaſon, 
entitled to a compenſation, becauſe they hold them by uſurpation, and 
a kind of robbery. It ſeems, however, neceſſary, that a compenſation 
would be allowed---and this, I ſuppoſe, would be done in England, 
were the o IEN BORUUGHS disfranchiſed. The neceſſity of aboliſn- 
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P e think very apparent. There cannot be worſe nuiſances 
na a E. „Ane! 280 : {3 i | i 3 WH> 11 

Im ſenſible, Sir, of the great imperfection of theſe remarks, and muſt 
rely on the candour of the Committee. Indeed they have done me too 
much honor by ſuppoſing me capable of adviſing them. From the 
Duke of Richmon Mr. Pitt, &c. they may receive advice that will be 
more worth their attention. But there is no one whoſe heart and wiſhes 
are more with them. May Heaven grant them ſucceſs! and may the ex- 
ample of Ireland influence this country, and ſhame it to imitation. With 
all poſſible reſpett, I am, Sir, your moſt obedient and humble ſervants: 
Brightheimftone,, mies. Fates. 


Ink PETITION or THE FRIENDS, OF THE PEOPLE, _ 
ops) {1.07 PRESENTED BY CHARLES GREY, £59. 1793s; 8 2 
Fheweth, 2 D : Fell | k | bro 11 45 
THAT by the form and ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the King is 
veſted with the ſole Executive Power... | | »: 11 #4 | 
That the Houſe of Lords, conſiſts of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


deriving their titles and conſequence either from the Crown or from 


Hereditary privileges. | 1413: £1 dete 36 920 
That theſe two powers if they acted without controul, would form ei- 
ther a deſpotic Monarchy or a dangerous Oligarchy. | 


 » That the wiſdom of dur anceſtors hath contrived, that theſe authori- 


ties may be rendered not only harmleſs but beneficial ; and be exerciſed 
for the ſecurity and happineſs of the people. 53.16 
That this ſecurity and bappineſs are to be looked for in the intro- 
duſtion of a third eſtate, diſtinct from, and a check upon the other two 
branches of the Legiſlature, created by repreſenting, and reſponſible ta 
the people themiclves. ty ' N 5 
That ſo much depending upon the preſervation of this third eſtate, in 
ſuch its Conſtitutional purity and ſtrength, your petitioners are reaſonably 
jealous of whatever may appear to vitiate the one or to impair the 
ah Sich i 1 : 
That at the preſent-day, the Houſe of Commons does not fully and 
fairly repreſent the people of England, which conſiſtenily with what 
your 3 conceive to be the principles of the Conſtitution, they 
conſider as a grievance, and therefore, with all becoming reſpect laꝝ their 
complaints before your honorable Houle. ee 
That though the terms in which your petitioners ſtate their grievance, 
may be looked upon as ſtrong, yet your honorable Houſe is entreated to 
believe; that no èxpreſſion is made uſe of for the purpoſe of offence. 
'Your Petitioners in affirming that your honorable Houſe is not an afle- 
quate Repreſentation of the people of England, do but ſtate a fact, which, 
if the word © Repreſentation” be accepted in its fair and obvious ſenſe, 
they are ready to prove, and which they think detrimental to their inte- 
reſts, and contrary to the ſpirit of the Conftitution. IF 
Ho far this inadequate Repreſentat ion is prejudicial totheir intereſts, 
your Petitioners apprehend they may be allowed to decide for * 
n | clves, 


Fra - | 
a *9%, 2 0G 5 
' ſelves, but how far it is contrary to the 8 of the Conſtitution, they 
refen to the conſideration of your Honorable Houſe. WER 6 e 
If your honorable Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to determine, that the people 
of England ought not to be fully repreſented, your, Petitioners pray th 
ſuch your determination may be made known, to the end that the 
ople may be appriſed of their real ſituation; but if your honorable 
Houle ſhall conceive that the people are already fully repreſented, then 
your Petitioners beg leave to call your attention to che following facts: 
Vour Petitioners complain that the number of Repreſentatives aſſigned 
to the: diſſerent Counties is groſsly diſproportioned to their comparative 
enten population and trade. | . 
our Petitioners complain that the elective Franchiſe is; ſo partially 
and unequally diſtributed, and is in ſo many inſtances committed to bo- 
dies of men of ſuch very limited numbers, that the majority of your 
Honorable Houſe fs elefte by leſs than fifteen thouſand electors, which 
even if the male adults in the Kingdom be eſtimated at ſo low a number 
as tfiree) millions, is hot more than the hundredth part of the people to 
E 0, IRS ME ro A erg 7 
Your Petitioners complain, that the right of voting is regulated by no 
uniform or rational principle. 9 | nous lhe e I 
- Your Petitioners complain that the Exerciſe of the eleRive Franchiſe 
is only renewed once in ſeven years. 
Your Petitioners thus diſtinctly ſtate the ſubject matter of their com · 
plaints, that your Honorable Houſe may be convinced that they are aQ- 
ing from no ſpirit of general diſcontept, and that you may witk the 
more cale be enabled to inquire into the facts, and to apply the 
remedy. n l „% — W ͤ Sh tt Tel T. 
| For the evidence in ſupport ot the firſt complaint yout Petitioners re- 
fer to the Return Book of your Honorable 'Houſe.<-Is it fitting that 
Rutland and Yorkſhire ſhould beat an equal rank in the ſcale of County. 
Repreſentation, or can it be right that Cornwall alone ſhould by its 
. extravagant proportion of Borough Members, outnumber not only the 
Repreſentatives of Yorkſhire and Rutland together, but of . Middleſex 
| added to them? Or, if a diſtin&ion' be taken bet Wen the landed and the F, 
trading intereſts, muſt it not appear mon ſtrous that Cornwall and Wiltſhire | 
mould ſend more Borough Members to Parliament, than Yorkſhire, 
Lancaſhire, Warwickſhire, Middleſex, 1 and Somerſet- 
ſhire united? and that the total Repreſentation of all Scotland ſhould but 
exceed by one Member, the number returned for a ſingle County in 
England? ;-* - ener 2 2 en 
\-the'8zconD CoMrraint of your Petitioners, is founded on the un- 
equal proportions in which the eleftive Franchiſe is diſtributed, and in 
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* They affirm, that ſeventy of your Hon. Members are returned by 

Pigeon, Sos places, where the right of voting is veſted in Burgage and 
other Tenures of a ſimilar deſcription, and in which it would be to trifle 
with the patience of your Honorable Houſe, to mention any number of 
voters whatever ; the elections af the places alluded to, being notoriouſſy 
more matter of form. And this your Petitioners are ready to 
r ft! Haga „ 1 owt held 7 
Theyafnrm, that in addition to the ſeventy Honorable: Members ſo 
choſen, ninety more of your Honourable Members are elected by forty- 
fs placts, in none of which the number of voters exceeds fifty. And 
«rs Your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

n | een | | 
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They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ſixty ſo elected, thitty⸗ 
ſeven more of your Honorable Members are elected by nineteen places, 
in none of which the number of voters exceeds one hundred. Anct this 
your Petitioners are ready to prove. | 55 | 

They affirm, that in addition to the hundred- and ninety-ſeven @ 
Honorable Members ſo choſen, fifty-two more are returned to ſerve in 
Parliament, by twenty-ſix places, in none of which the number of voters 
exceeds two hundred. And this your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the two hundred and forty-nine ſo 
elected twenty more are returned to ſerve in Parliament for counties in 
Scotland, by leſs than one hundred Electors each, and ten for counties 
in Scotland by leſs than two hundred and fifty each. And this your Peti- 
tioners are ready to prove, even admitting the validity of f&itious 
ves 2 | 8 

They affirm, that in addition to the two hundred and ſeventy - nine ſo 
elected, thirteen diſtricts of Burghs in Scotland, not containing one 


hundred votes each, and two diſtrits of Burghs, not containing one 


hundred and twenty-five each, return fifteen more Honorable Members, 
and this your Petitioners are ready to prove, | * 

And in this manner, according to che E ſtate of the Repreſenta- 
tion, two hundred and ninety- four of your Honorable Members are choſen, 
and being a majority of the entire Houſe of Commons, are enabled to de- 


cide all queſtions in the name of the whole people of England and 


Scotland. 5 | | 84 
The third complaint of your Petitioners is founded on the preſent 
complicated rights 1 voting. From the caprice with which they have 
been varied, and the obſcurity in which they have been involved by timo 
and contradictory deciſions, they are become a ſource of infinite confuſi- 
on, litigation and expence, trio. bogh i 
Your Petitioners need not tender any evidence of the inconveniences 


\ which ariſe from this defect in the Repreſentation, becauſe the proof 


is to be found in your journals and the minutes of the different commit - 
tees who have been appointed under the 10th and 1 1th of the King. Your 
Honorable Houle is too well acquainted with the tedious, intricate, and 


expenſive ſcenes of litigation which have been brought before you, in 
attempting to ſettle the legal import of thoſe numerous diſtinctions, - 


which perplex and confound the preſent rights of voting. How many, 


months of your valuable time have been - waſted in liſtening to the 


wrangling of lawyers, upon the various ſpecies of Burgagehold, Leafehold,; 
and Freehold? How many Committees have been occupied in inveſtigat- 
ing the nature of . Scot and Lot, Potwallers, Commonalty, Populacy, 
reſident Inhabitants and Inhabitants at large? What labour and reſearch 
have been employed in endeavoring to aſcestain the legal claims of 
Boroughmen, Aldermen, Portmen, Select men, Burgeſſes, and Council 
Men, And what confuſion has ariſen from the complicated operation 
of claſhing Charters, from freemen reſident and non-reſident, and from 
the different modes of obtaining the freedom of Corporations by birth, by 
ſervitude, by marriage, by redemption, by election, and by purchaſe?: On 
all theſe points, it is however,needleſs for your Petitioners to enlarge,, 
when your Hogorable Houfe recolle&s the following facts; namely that 
ſince the twenty-ſecond of December, one thouſand, ſeven hundred, and 
ninety no leſs than twenty-one Committees have been employed in deci- 
ding 7 litigated rights of voting, Of theſe eight were occupied with 
the diſputes of three Boroughs, and there are Petitions from fur places 
| et ö 
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yet remaining before your Hohorable Houſe, waiting for a final deciſion 
to inform the Electors what their rights really are. 3 
But the complaint of your Petitioners on the ſubject of the want of an 
| uniform and equitable principle in regulating the right of voting, extends 
= as well to the arbitrary manner in which ſome are excluded, as to the 
intricate qualifications by which others are admitted to the exerciſe of 
| thet privilege, _ | ay 
1 Religious opinions ereate an incapacity to vote. All Papiſts are 
excluded generally, and by the operation of the Teſt, Laws, Proteſtant 
Diſſenters are deprived of a voice in the election of Repreſentatives in 
about thirty Boroughs, where the right of voting is confined to Corpo- 
rate Officers alone; a depri vation the more unjuſlibable, becauſe though. 
confidered as unworthy to vote they are deemed capable of being 
elected, and may be the Repreſentativesof the very places for which they 
are diſqualified from being the Elefors, 8 | oy 
A man poſſeſſed of one thouſand pounds per annum, or any other fum 
_ arifing from copyhold, leaſehold for ninety-nine years, wake; property 
in the Public Funds, or even freehold in the city of London, and many 
other cities and towns having peculiar juriſdiftions, is not thereby entitled 
to vote. Here again a ſtrange ditinion is taken between electing and 
preſenting, as a copyhold is a ſufficient qualification to fit in your 
Honorable Houſe. 8 Ao = | | 
Aman paying taxes to any amount how great ſoever, for his domeſtic 
- eſtabliſhment, does not thereby obtain a right to vote, unleſs his refidence 
de in fome Borough where that right is veſted in the inhabitants, This 
© Exception operates in ſixty places, of which twenty-eight do not contain 
three hundred voters each, and the nurhber of houſeholders in England 
and Wales (excluſive of Scotland), who pay all taxes, are ſeven hundred 
and fourteen thouſand, nine hundred and eleven, and of houſcholders 
who pay all taxes, but the Houſe and Window Taxes, are two hundred 
and eighty- four thouſand four hundred and fifty-nine, as appears by a/ 
return made to your Honorable Houſe, in one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-fve; fo that even ſuppoſing the fixty places above mentioned 
dss contain, one with another, one thouſand voters in each, there will 
e remain nine hundred and thirty-nine thouſand three hundred and ſeventy 'I / 
Whouſcholders who have no voice in tlie Repreſentation, unleſs they have 
obtained it by accident or by purchaſe. Neither their contributions to 
the public burdens, their peaceable demeanour, as goed ſubjects, nor 
their general reſpeQability and merits; as uſeful citizens, afford them, as 
the law now ſtands, the fnalleſ reteniſions to participate in the choice 
of thoſe, who, under the name of their Repreſentatives, may diſpoſe of 
eres... I 
In Scotland, the grievance ariſing from the nature of the rights of . 
* —— ſtill more intolerable operation. In that great anc 
populous diviſion of the kingdom, not only the great maſs of the houſe- 
_ holders, but of the landholders alfo, are excluded from all participation in 
the. choice of the Repreſentatives. By the remains of the feudal ſyſtem 
in the counties; the vote is ſevered from the land, and attached to what 
is calledthe ſuperiority. In other words it is taken from the ſubſtance, 
und transferred to the ſhadow; becauſe though each of theſe ſuperiorities 
_ muſt, with very few exceptions, ariſe from lands of the preſent annual 
value of four hundred pounds ſterling, yet it is not neceſſary that the 
lands ſhbuld do more than give a name to the 1 rent, beers poſſeſſor of 
which may retain the right of voting, notwithſtanding he be e F 
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the property. And on the other hand, great laudholders have the means 
afforded them, by the ſame ſyſtem, of adding to their influence, without 
expence to themſelves, by communicating to their confidential friends the 
iuilege of electing Members to ſerve in Parliament. The proceſs b 
which this operation is performed is ſimple. He who wiſhes to inereaſe 


the number of his dependant votes, ſurrenders his charter to the Crown; 


and parcelling out his eſtate into as many lots of four hundred pounds per 
annum as may be convenient, conveys them to ſuch as he can confide in. 
To theſe new charters are upon applications, gxanted by the Crown, fo as 
to erect each of them into a ſuperiority, which privilege once obtained, 
the land itſelf is reconveyed to the original grantor; and thus the Repre- 
ſentatives of the landed intereſt.in-Scotland, may be choſen by thoſe who 
have no real or beneficial intereſt in the land. | | 

Such is the ſituation. in which the counties of Scotland are placed, With 


 reſpe@to the burghs, every thihg that bears even the ſemblance of popu- 
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lar choice has long been done away. The election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament is veſted in the Magiſtrates and Town Councils, who having 
by various innovations, conſtituted themſelves into, ſelf- elected bodie 
inſtead of Officers freely choſen by the inhabitants at large, have e. 
the people of all 3 in that pri vilege, the free exerciſe of 
which affords the only ſecurity they can poſſels for the protection of 
their liberties and property. \ N | 
The rovaTH and LasT CompLaint of your Petitioners is the length 
of the duration of Parliaments, Your Hon.-Houſe knows, that by the 
anczent laws and ſtatutes of this kingdom frequent Parliaments ought to 
be held, and that the fixth of William and by, c. 2. (ſince repealed) 
ſpeaking while the ſpirit of the Revolution was yet warm, declared, 
1 © frequent and new Parliaments tend very much to the happy union 
« and good agreement between King and People;“ and enacted, that no 
Parliament ſhould laſt longer than for three years. Your Petitioners, 
without preſuming to add to ſuch an authority, by any obſervations of 
their own, humbly pray that Parliaments may not be continued for ſeven 
Cars. * | . | 
F Your Petitioners, have thus laid before you the ſpecific grounds of 


complaint, from which they conceive every evil in the repreſentation 


\ 


: place for each county, city W whether the number of voters he 


ene and on which they think every abuſe and inconvenience is 
nded, | ; | BOS? 
What thoſe abuſes are and how 22 that inconvenience is, it becomes 
your Petitioners to. ſtate, as the belt means of juſtifying their. preſent ap- 
plication to your Honorable Houſe, * . (24 | 5 
Vour Petitioners then affirm, that from the combined tion, of the 
defects they have pointed out, ariſe thoſe ſcenes of confuſion, ktigation, 
and expence which ſo diſgrace the name, and that extenſive ſyſtem of pri- 
vate patronage which is ſo repugnant to the ſpirit of free Repreſenta- 
tion. EE | | | | | 
Your Petitioners.intreat of your Honorable Houſe to confider the man- 
ner in which elections are conducted, and to refle& upon the extreme in- 
convenience to which electors are expoſed, and the intolerable. expence 


7 


to which candidates are ſubjetted. | 

' Your Honorable Houſe knows that tumults, diforders, outrages, and 
Perjury, are too often the dreadful attendants on conteſted elections as at 
this time carried on. £ * 

Your Honorable Houſe knows that polls are only taken in one fixed 


2, ten 
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2 of 3 and whether they be reſident or diſperſed over 
ngland. wed ; F 8 
8 Your Honorable Houſe knows that polls, however few the eleQors, 
may by law be continued for fifteen days, and even then be ſubjefied to ' 

a ſerutiny,” \ V ance 0p roy 0 9 
Your Honorable Houſe knows, that the management and conduct of 
polls is committed to returning officers, who, — the very nature of 
the proceedings, muſt be inveſted with extenſive and diſcretionary 
wers, and who, it apf- ars by every volume of your journals, have 
ut toe often exerciſed thoſe powers with the moſt grols partiality and 
the moſt ſcandalous corruption. e pin £1; = 
Of elections arranged with ſuch little regard to the accommodation 
of the parties, acknowledged to require ſuch a length of time to com- 
_ and truſted to the ſuperintendence of ſuch ſuſpicious agents, your 
etitioners might eaſily draw out a detail of the expence, but it is unne- 
ceſſary. The fact is too notorious to require proof, that ſcarce an in- 
ſtance can be produced where a member has obtained a diſputed ſeat in 

Parliament, at a leſs coſt than from two to five thouland pounds; par- 

| ticular caſes are not wanting where ten times theſe-ſums have begn paid, 

but it is ſufficient for your Petitioners to affirm, and to be able to prove 

it, if denied, that ſuch is the expence of a conteſted return, that he who 
Mould become a candidate with even greater funds than the law re- 
oy him to ſwear to, as his qualification to fit in your honorable 
ouſe, muſt either relinquiſh his*pretenſions on the appearance of an 
oppoſition, or ſo reduce his fortune in the conteſt, that he cuold not take 

J % nos nt ed 7 Ho 
The reviſion of the original polls before the Committees of your 
honorable Houſe, upon appeals from the deciſions of the returning offi- 
cers, affords freſh ſources of vexation and expence to all parties. Your 
Honorable Houſe knows that the complicated rights of voting, and the 

 . Thameful practices which diſgrace election proceedings, have ſo loaded 
your table with Petitions for judgment and redreſs, that one half of the 

_ uſual duration of a Parliament has ſcarcely been ſufficient to ſettle who 
is entitled to fit for the other half, and it was not till within the laſt | 
two months that your honorable Houſe had an opportunity of diſco- 
vering that the two gentlemen, who ſat and voted near three years as 
the Repreſentatives of the borough of Stockbridge, had procured them- 
ſelves to be elected by the moſt ſcandalous bribery, and that the two 
gentlemen who ſat and voted during as long a period for the borough 
of Great Grimſhy had not been elected at all. NR 7 I FONe a 


In truth, all the miſchiefs of the preſent ſyſtem of repreſentation are 
aſcertzined by the difficulties which even the zeal and wiſdom of your 
Honotable Houſe experiences in attending to the variety of complaints 
brought before you, though your Committees fit five hours every day 
from the time of their appointment, they generally are unable to come 
to a deciſion in leſs than a fortnight, and very frequently are detained 
from thirty to forty days. The Weſtminſter caſe in 1989, will even 
furniſtr your honorable Houſe with an inſtance; where, after deliberat- 
ing forty-hve days, a Committee gravely reſolved, that © from an at- 
4 tentive conſideration of the circumſtances relating to the tauſe, a fi- 
4 nal decifion of the buſineſs before them could not take place in the 
+ ,* courſe of the ſeſſion, and that not improbably the whole of the Par- 
e Lament (Having at that time near two years longer to fit) might be 
„ conſumed in a tedious and expenſive litigation; and they — 

. 7 28 p . F „ f 4 Ade 


a», 


r A > eee 


42 05 9 


87 F Ono 


berate conviction. | 


C 1 
& mended it to the Petitioners to withdraw their Petition" which, 
after a fruitleſs perſeverance of above three months, they were actually 


| obliged to ſubmit to. | 


- Your Petitioners will only upon this ſubje& further add, that t 
expence to each of the parties, who have been either plaintiff ar defend- 
ant in petitions tried before your Honorable Houſe in the preſent Seſ- 
ſion, has, upon an average, amounted to above one hundred pounds 
per day; and that the attornies bills in one cauſe, the trial of which in 
point of form only laſted two days, and in point of fact only fix hours, 
amounted to very near twelve hundred pounds. And this your Petiti- 
oners are ready to prove. | | 


| Your Petitioners muſt now beg leave to call the attention of your” 


| Honorable - Houſe to the greateſt evil produced by theſe defects in the 


repreſentation of which they complain: namely, the extent of R VAI 
PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE ; an abuſc which obviouſly tends to ex- 

clude the great maſs of the People from any ſubſtantial influence-in che 
Election of the Houſe of Commons, and which, in its progrels, threat- 
ens to uſurp the ſovereignty of the country, to the equal danger of the 

King, of the Lords, and of the Commons. 

The Patronage of which your Petitioners complain is of two kinds: 


That which ariſes from the unequal diſtribution of the Eleftive Fran- 


chiſe, and the peculiar rights of vr by which certain places return 
Members to ſerve in Parliament; and that which ariſes from the ex- 


pence attending conteſted Elections, and the conſequent degree of pow- 


er acquired by wealth, 

By theſe two means a weight of Parliamentary influence has been ob- 
tained by certain individuals, forbidden by the ſpirit of the laws, and in 
its conſequences moſt dangerous to the Liberties of the People of Great 
Britains * | | 7 B 


The operation of the firſt ſpecies of patronage is directed, and ſubje& 


to politive proof. Eighty-four indiyiduals do by their own immediate 
authority ſend one hundred and fifty-ſeven of your Honorable Members 


to Parliament. And this your Petitioners are ready, if the fact be diſ- 
puted, to prove, and to name the Members and the Patrons. 


| * The ſecond ſpecies of patronage cannot be ſhewn with equal cy, 
though it is felt with equal force. 0 


Your Petitioners are convinced, that in addition to the one hundred 
nd fifty · ſeven Honorable Members above-mentioned, one hundred and 
fty more, making in the whole three hundred and ſeven, are returned 

to your Honorable Houſe, not by the collected voice of thoſe whom 

they appear to repreſent, but by the recommendation of ſeventy power- 

ful individuals, added to the eighty-four before-mentioned, and maki 

the total number of Patrons altogether only one hundred and fiſty- four, 

who return a decided majority of your Honorable Houſe. — 
If your Honorable Houſe will accept as evidence the common 


and general belief of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, which return 


the Members alluded to, your Petitioners are ready to name them, and 
ta prove the fat; or if the Members in queſtion can be made parties to 
the enquiry, your Petitioners will name them, and be governed by the 
teſtimony which they themſelves {hall publicly give.. But if neither of 
theſe proofs be thought conſiſtent with the proceedings of your Honor- 
able Houle, then your Petitioners can only aſſert their belief of the fat, 
which they hereby do in the moſt ſolemn manner, and on the moſt deli- 
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oa Petitioners entreat your Honorable Houſe to believe that, in 
complaining of this fpecies of influence, it is not their intention or de- 
kre to decry or to condemn that juſt and natural attachment which they, 
whe are enabled by their'fortune, and inclined by their diſpoſition, to 
apply great means to Honorable and benevolent ends, will always in- 
fare to themielves. What your Petitioners complain of is, that pro- 

2 y, Whether well or ill employed, has equal power; that the preſent 

em of Repreſentation gives to it a degree of weight which renders it 
independent of character; enables it to excite fear as well as procure 
reſpect, and confiries the choice of electors within the ranks of opu- 
lence; becauſe though it cannot make riches the ſole object of their affec- 
ton and confidence, it can and does throw obſtacles, almoſt infurmount- 
able, in the way of every man who is not rich, and thereby ſecures to 

\ a fcle& few the capability of becoming Candidates themſelves, or ſup- 

3 3 the pretenſions of others. Of this your Petitioners complain 

ly, beeauſe they concerve it to be highly unjuſt, that, while the lan- 

guage of the law. requires from a Candidate no greater eſtate, as a qua- 
 Hification, than a few hundred pounds per annum, the operation of the 
Jaw ſhould difqualify every man, whofe rental is not extended to thou- 

_ feuds; and that at the ſame time, that the legiſlature appears to give the 
clecters a choice from amongſt thoſe who poſſeſs a erate and inde- 
pendent competence, it ſhould virtually compel them to chuſe from 

| amongſt thoſe who themſelves abound in wealth, or are ſupported by the 

Wealth of others. 5 e | 

Your Petitroners are the more alarmed at the progrefs of private patro- 
nage, betauſe it is rapidly leading to conſequenees which menace the 
very exiſtente of the Conſtitution, 3 
At the commencement of every ſeſſion of Parliament, your Honor- 
able Houfe, acting up to the laudable jealouſy of your predeceſſors, and 

__ ſpeaking the pure conſtitutional language of a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
- mons, reſolve, as appears by your journals, That no Peer of this 

realm hath a tight to give his Vote in the. Election of any Member 

* 10 ſerve in Parliament, and alſo, That it is a high infringe- 
4 ment upon the liberties and privileges of the Commons of Great Bri- 

% tain, for any Lord of Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any 

* County, to concern themſelves in the election of Members to ſerve 

& for the Commons in Parliament.“ 17 

Your Petitioners inform your Honorable Houfe, and are ready to 
prove it at your bar, that they have the moſt reaſonable grounds to ſuſ- 

1 that no leſs than one hundred and fifty of your Honorable Mem- 

1 5 owe their elections entirely to the interference of Peers, and your 

pPetitioners are prepared to ſhew by legal evidence, that forty Peers, in 

| _ defiance of your reſolutions, have poſſeſſed themfclves of fo many bungen 
tenures, and obtained ſuch an abſolute and uncontrouled command in 
very many ſmall Boroughs in the kingdom, as to be enabled by their 
own poſitive authority to return eighity- one of your Honorable Meme 

| - Your Petitioners will, however, urge this grievance, of the inter- 
ference of Peers in elections no farther, becauſe they are fatisfied that it 

1 is unneceſſary. Numbers of your Honorable Members muſt individual- 

| ly have known the fa&, but colleftively your Honorable Houfe has un- 

= e been a ſtranger to it. It is now brought before you hy thoſe. 
who tender evidence af the truth of what they aflert ; and they conceive, 
it would be improper in them to aſk'that by Petition, which muſt. be 

booked for as the certain reſult of your own honorable attachment, t9. 
your own liberties and privileges. NS | 
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Your Petitioners have thus laid before your Honorable ous, iii 
epreſentation, 
and what they conceive to be the grounds of thoſe milchig x and there- 
fore pray to have removed. 

They now humbly beg leave to offer their reaſons, why they are aul 
ous that ſome remedy ſhould be immediately applied, 

Your Petitioners truſt they may be allowed to ſtate, becauſe they are 
ready to prove, that ſeats in your Honorable Houle are ſought for at a 
moſt extravagant and increaſing rate of expence. 

What can have ſo mach augmented the ambition to fit in your Howl 
able Houſe, your Petitioners do not preſume actually to have diſcovered, 
but the means taken by Candidates to obtain, and by eleftors to beſtow 

that honor, evidently appear to have been incteaſing in a progreſlive de- 

ree of fraud and corruption, Your Petitioners are induced to make 
this aſſertion by the legiſlature having found it neceſſary during the laſt 
and preſent reigns, fo much to {well the ſtatute book, with laws for the 
prevention of thoſe offences, 

As far as canjetture can lead your Petitioners, they muſt ſu 


that the increaſed National Debt, and the conſequent increaſe of influ- 


ence, are the cauſes of the increaſed cagerneſs of individuals, to become 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, and of their indifference as to the 
means uſed to gratify their ſpeculations. To prove that they do not ſtate 
this wantonly, or without ſubſtantial grounds, they humbly: beg to call 


our attention to the following table, all the vouchers for which; are 0 
* found in the journals of your Honorable Houſe, or in different _ of 


Paritament. - 


At ths Revolution—the Pub- 


lic Revenue did not exceed 


2,100,0001; 
The Peace Eſtabliſhment had not 
exceeded 1,909,000, 


The number of Statutes Pri ne- 
ceſſary to preferve the freedom and 
independence of Parliament, to 


25 elections, and to prevent 


e bribery, &c. amounted on- 
ly ny OS to . 14 


* 
. 


* 
At the death of William III. 
the Public Revenue had e 


to about 


creaſed to about 


‚ 3,900, 
The Peace Eſtabliſhment had in- 
We 


— 


Ths number of Statutes found ENT 


ceflary to preſerve the freedom of 


Parliament, to | proven e Ec. 
increaſes . 4 


119 


. 


At the Suh of 3 Ann 
the Public Revenue had increaſed 
to about 6,000,0C0. 

The Peace Eſtabliſhment had in- 
creaſed to about _ 2,000,000, 


— 


—_—  —— 


The number of Statutes found 
neceſſary to preſerve the freedom of 


Parliament, to prevent bribery, &c. 


increaſed to . aun 35 


6 — —— 


At the dah of Ganige I ,—the _ 
Public Revenue had increaſed to 


about 6 800, o. 
Ihe Peace Eſtabliſhment had in- 
creaſed to about 2,600,000, 


The- number of Statutes found 


necellary to preſerve the freedom 


of Parliament, to prevent bribery, 
&c. increaſed % 


— 


At 


. 
* = 
* 1 
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